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ORGANIZATION

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

(In Conformity to Act of Congress approved June 18, 1878.)

SuMNER I. KiMBALL, General Superintendent.
- WiLL1iaM D. O’CONNOR, Assistant General Superintendent.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-
S8aving Stations.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue) SBuperintendents of Con-
Marine, struction of Life-Sav-

Capt. GEORGE W. MOORE, United States Revenue Marine, ] ing Stations.
ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First District.—Capt, FRANK BARR, United States Revenue Marine, Portland,
Maine.

Second District.—Capt. JorN C. MITCHELL, United States Revenue Marine, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Third District.—Lieut. CHARLES F. SHOEMAKER. United States Revenue Marine,
Centre Moriches, New York.

Fourth District.—Lieut. CHARLES II. MCLELLAN, United States Revenue Marine,
Tow’s River, New Jersey.

Fifth District.—Lieut. WiLLIAM 8. BALDWIN, United States Revenue Marine, Onan-
cock, Virginia.

Sixth District.—Lieut. EDMOND C. CHAYTOR, United States Revenue Marine, Nor-
folk, Virginia,

Serenth Distriot.— * * *

Eighth District.—Capt. HENRY T. BLAKE, United States Revenune Marine, Galveston,
Texas.
Ninth District.—For Lake Ontario: Capt. DaviDp C. CONSTABLE, United States Rev.

enue Marine, Oswego, New York.
ForLakeErie : Capt. DaANIEL B. HopGSDON,United States Revenue
Marine, Erie, Pennsylvania.

Tenth District.—Capt. SAMUEL 8. WARNER, United States Revenue Marine, Detroit,
Michigan.

Eleventh District.—Lieut. JAMES H. ROGERS, United States Revenue Marine,Chicago,
Illinois.

Twelfth District.—Capt. JOAN W. WHITE, United States Revenue Marine, East Oak-
land, California.

Lieut. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Rovenue Marine, on special duty, Wash-
ington, D. C. 5



6 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

ORGANIZATION OF THE LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

First District. —JoHN M. RICHARDSON, Portland, Maine.

Second Distr.ct.—BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.
Third District. —ARTHUR DoMINY, Bay Shore, Long Island, New York.
Fourth District. —JOHN G. W. HAVENS, Point Pleasaut, New Jersey.
Fifth District.—BENJAMIN 8. RicH, Onancock, Virginia.

Sixth District.—THOMAS J. POYNER, Poplar Brauch, North Carolina.
Seventh District.—FRANK W. 85aM8, New Smyrua, Florida.

Eighth District.—WiLLIAM A. HUTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.—DAvIiD P. DoBsINs, Buttalo, New York.

Tenth District.—JEROME G. Kian, Saud Beach, Michigan.

Eleventh District. —NATHANIEL RoBBINS, Grand laven, Michigan.
Twelfth District.—THOMAS J. BLAKENEY, San Fraucisco, California.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.
Third District. —JouN WATERS, Newport, Rhode Island.
BOARD ON LIFE-S8AVING APPLIANCES.

Capt. FRANK R. BaBY, New York City, President.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN Ubited States Revenue Marine, Inspector Life-Saving
Stations.

Capt. DAVID A. LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army.

Lieat. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector Life-
Saving Stations, Recorder.

BENJAMIN C. 8PARROW, Esq., Superintendent Second District, Life-Saving Service.

Davip P. DoBBINS, Esq., Superintendent Ninth District, Life-Saving Service.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., November 27, 1886.

SiR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tious of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the maintenance
of the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements of
section 7 of the act of June 18, 1873.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casualties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under authority of the act of June 20, 1874, is included.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
SUMNER I. KIMBALL,

General Superintendent.
Hon. DANIEL MANNING,

Becretary of the Treasury.
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REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFESAVING SERVICE.

OPERATIONS.

The Life-Saving Establishment embraced at the close of the last fiscal
year two hundred and eleven stations, distributed upon the sea and lake
coasts as follows:

First District, (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) ... ..cceeveeeeninaanaaoe. 8
Second District, (coast of Massachngetts) ..o ieeieeiiieneiienetiiiaeicencenen 18
Third District, (coast of Rhode Island and Long Island)..cceeceeueeveanancanne. 38
Fourth District, (coast of NeW JOrsey) .ccceeceeceeiemces comanecaccenccccnconce 41
Fifth District, (coast from Capo Henlopen to Cape Charles) ccc.ccvenevanannn... 15
Sixth District, (coast from Cape Ilenry to Cape Fear River) .......... et seas sese 27

Seventh District, (eastern coast of Florida and coast of Georgia and South Caro-
£ R 12
Eighth District, (Gulf coust) ...cceevaean..... Jeeeceeccececcacccaceccnscnanannn 6
Ninth District, (Lakes Erie and Ontario) «.cc.c.eceeeeiiminiienniacanaaiiia, 10
Tenth District, (Lakes Huron and Superior) ..c.e.ceceececeeeneciciaececcanaana. 1R
Eleventh District, (Lake Michigan).....cccceeeaaaaae.. tecccccaconscnnncs cocan 16
Twelfth District, (Pacific CoaSt) ccaame iaeee e e iiieeeteeiaiieeaaaacan. 7
] 211

One hundred and sixty-five of these stations were on the Atlantic,
thirty-eight on the lakes, seven on the Pacific, and one at the Falls of
the Ohio, Louisville, Kentucky.

The periods of the employment of surfmen at such of the stations as
were manned with crews during any portion of the year, which periods,
respectively, constituted what is termed the active season, are shown
by the following statement:

Employment of surfmen, season of 1885-'86.

Stations. Period of employment.

Diatrict.

1 | Quoddy Head, Cross Tsland, Crumple Isl- | 6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
and, Cranberry Isles, White Head. Hun- to November 30, 1835, inclusive, and 7 at each
niwell's Beach, Fletcher's Neck, and Rye from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu-
Beach. sive.

2 | Plum Island, Davis Neck, Fonrth Cliff, [ 6 aurfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
Gurnet, Manomet Point. Race Point, to November 30, 1885, inclnaive, and 7 at each
Peaked Hill Baia. High Head, "ighlnml. from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu.

| Parmet River,Caboon’s Rollow, Nausett, | sive.
Orleans, Chatham, Monomoy. Coskata, |

} Surfside, and Muskeget. i

11

M, |
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Employment of surfmen, scason of 1~85-"3G—Continued.

District.

Stations.

‘Santa Rosa ..........

Brenton's Point, Narragansett Pier, 1'oint
Judith, Watch Hill, New Shorebam,
Block Island, Ditch Plain, Hither Plain,
Napeague, Amagansett, Mecox, South-
ampton, Tiana, Quogue, Petunk, Mor-
iches, Smith's Point, Beliport Blue Point,
Lone Iill, Puint of Woods, Fire Ialand,
Oak Island, Gilgo, Jones's Beach, Zach's
Inlet, Short Beach, Point Lookout, Long
Beach, Far Rockaway, Rockaway, Rock-
away Point, and Eaton’s Neck.

Forge River.......cooeeennn... ceeemeeaaes

Coney Island ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. i

Shinnecock .......covveiviiienannaa. PO
Georgica..... Ceemeeeeiaeiieeaes PO

Sandy Hook, Spermaceti Cove, Seabright,
Monmoutl, Beach, Loug Branch, Deal,
Shark River, Spring Lake, Squan Reach,
Bay Ilead, Mantoloking, Chadwick’s,
Tom's River, Ixland Beach, Cadar Creck,
Forked River, Barnegat, Lovoeladies Isl-
and Harvey'sCedars, Ship Bottom, Long
Beach, Bond's. Little Esy. Little Beach,
Brigantine, South Brigantine, Atlantic

Period of employment.
|
1

6 surfruen at each station from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from Decomber 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu-
sive.

6 surfmen from Septomber 8, 1885, to November
30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,
to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from September 15, 1885, to November
30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,

t to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

i 8 surfmen from September 23,1885, to November
30, 185, inelusive, and 7 from December 1, 1883,to
April 30, 1886, inclusive.

i 6 surfmen from September 25, 1885, to November

' 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,

| to April 40, 1886, inclusive.

| 8 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,

to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each

from December 1, 1885 to April 30,1886, inclu-
sive.

City, Absecom, Great Egg. Ocean City, |

Peck's Beach, Corson's lnlet, Sea Islo
City, Townscnd's Inlet, Tatham's, Here-
ford Inlet, Holly Beach, Turtle Gut,
Cold Spring, an | Cape May.

Lewes. Cape llenlopen. Rehoboth Beach,
Indiun River Iulet, Ocean City, North
Beach, Green Run Inlet, Pope's Island,
Assateague Beach. Wollop's Beach,
Watchapreazuoe. Parramore’s Beach, Hog
Island, Cobb's Island, and Swith's Isl.

and.
Cape Henry, Seatack, Dam Neck Mills,
ittle Island, False Cape, Wash Woads,
Cunitnck Inlet, Whale's Head, Poyner's
Hill, Caffey’s Inlet, Paul Gawiel's Hill,
Kitty flawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nag's
Head, Bodie's Island, Uregon Inlet, Pea
Island, New Inlet. Chicamicomico, Gull
Shoal, Little Kinnakect, Big Kinnakeet,
Cape Hatteras, Creed's Hill, Durant's,
Ocracoke, and Cape Fear.
San Luis......... R

Saluria, Aransas, and Brazos........ P

Big Sandy ..... Ceeeeeeeenaa.
Salmon Creek®........c....... ceerreeeenan.
O8BWeE0 . e veeineiniannnnnns cererenaeeas
Charlotte .cocceveenennennnnns creeeenteeeans

6 suorfmen at each atation from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from Docember 1, 1885, to A pril 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
to Novembor 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from September 1, 1885, to November 30,
1885. inclusive ; 7 from December 1, 1885, to Jan-
uury 6, 1880, inclusive, and 6 from January 7, 1886,
to April 30, 1856, inclasive.

6 au fmen at each atation from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive ; 7 at each from
December 1, 1885, to January 31, 1886, inclusive,
and 6 at each from February 1, 1856, to April 30,
1886, inclusive,

6 mlnrfr'non from March 1, 1886, to April 30, 1886, in-
clurlive,

7 sarfmen from July 1, 1885, to December 8, 1885,
fuclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1636, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1825, to December 8, 1885,
inclusive,

7 suifmen from Jalv 1, 1885, to December 7, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 80,
1884, inclusive.

1 surfman from July 1, 1885, to December 7, 1885,
inclusive, and 2 from April 1, 1€86, to June 30,
18386, inclusive.

* Destroyed by fire March 27, 1836,
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1835-'86—Continued.

Subject.

District.

| Period of gmployment.

Erie ...... eeeceetcceiereesetncanscneianann

Fairport and Cleveland

Point Marblehead

Loulsville........... o esesecasiianteaarians

10 | Sand Beach and Middle Island

Point aux Barques, Grindstoue City, Stur-
goon Point, and Hammond's Bay.

Thunder Bay Island

Vermillion Point, Two Heart River, and
Mauskallonge Lake.

1

Point Betsy..... eieerecsicccecsenann creeenn

Manistee, Grand Point au Sable, Muskggon,
Saint Josepb, Kenosha, Racine, Sutboy-
gan, and Two Rivers.

Ludington, Grand Haven, Chicago, and
Milwaukee.

Evanston

12 | Shoalwater Bay
Cape Disappointment

Humboldt Bay and Golden Gate Park

l

7 surfmen from July 1, 1885, to December 9, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

7 surtmen from July 1, 1885, to December 10, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1836, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

7 surfiven at each atation from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 11, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1886, to Jnne 30, 1#50, inclusive,

7 surfmen trom July 1, 1585, to December 12, 1885,
inclusive,and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 30,
1880, inclusive.

6 surfmen trom July 1, 1885, to June 30, 1386, in-
clusive.

8 surfruen at each atation from July 1, 1855, to De-
cember 10, 1885, inclusive, avd 8 at each from
April 1, 1886, to June 30, 1586, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 10, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1486, to June 30, 1886, incluaive.

7 sutfmen from july 1, 1885, to December 14, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1556, to June 30,
18386, inclasive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1R85, to December 11, 1885,
inclusive, and 8 froma April 1, 1586, to June 30,
1886, inclasive.

7 surfmen at each station from Jaly 1, 1885, to No-
vember 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 27, 1686, to June 30, 1888, inclusive.

7 surfen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,
1clunive, snd 7 from April 28,1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

8 surfmen from July 1,1885, to December 2, 1885,
incluaive, and 8 from April 29, 1886, to June 3v,
1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from July 1. 1885, to November 30, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 23, 1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

{ 7 surfmen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,

inclusive, and 7 from April 5, 1886, to June 30,

| 1386, inclusive.

' 7 surfroen at each station from July 1, 1885, to
November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at cach from
April 1, 1836, to Juno 30, 1886, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 16, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1884, to Juno 30, 1886, inclusive.

- 7 sarfmen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,
inclusive, and 6 from April 1, 1886, o June 30,
1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from November 1, 1885, to June 30, 1886,
inclusive.

8 surfinen from August 10, 1885, to April 30, 1886,
inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from Jaly 1, 1835, to
June 30, 1886, inclasive.

District No. 7 is excluded from the foregoing statement, no crews hav

ing been employed in its stations, w

hich, with two exceptions, are simply

well-provisioned houses of refuge for the shipwrecked, under the charge

of keepers only, as has been explained in previous reports.

exceptions are those at Morris Islan

The two
d, South Carolina, and Jupiter Inlet,

Florida, which were completed during the year but not manned until

after its expiration.
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STATISTICS.

There were, according to the reports bt the district officers, three hun-
dred and twenty-two disasters to documented vessels within the scope
of the Service during the year. On board these vessels were two thou-
sand seven hundred and tweunty-six persons; of whom two thousand six
hundred and ninety-nine were saved and twenty-seven lost.

The estimated value of the vessels involved in the disasters was
84,428,330, and that of their cargoes 82,073,805, making the total value
of property involved $6,502,135. Of this amount, $5,073,078 was saved,
and $1,429,057 lost. The number of vessels totally lost was eighty-
eight.

In addition to the foregoing there were during the year one hundred
and- forty-five casualties to smailer craft, such as sail-boats, row-boats,
&c., on which there were three hundred and forty-eight persons, of
whom three hundred and forty-six were saved and two lost. The
property involved in these instances is estimated at $111,420, of which
398,250 was saved and $13,170 lost.

The results of all the disasters within the scope of the Service aggre-
gate, therefore, as follows:

Total number of disasters........... Ceeeeeteeeccscsecasesetoncenannenas 467
Total value of property involved.......cceeean-.. Ceeccececaaneaaan e ... $6,613,555
Total valuo of property saved........... Ceeceerieeentcnet et ea s .. $5,171,328
Total value of property lost ceeeen cemmaniaeee et 81, 442,227
Total number of personsinvolved.......c.cceeueeamnnana.. teemesceencann 3,074
Total number of persons saved .cceeeiiieiiiiiimiatiiieeitnicneeann.. 3,045
‘Total numbor of persons lost ........ P 29
Total number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .............. *207
Total number of days’ succor afforded ....... ... ...l 12, 000
Number of vessels totally 108t .c.c oo iiit it iimit i, =3

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake,
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table:

-i

l

|
|
I

- - - -
! ! ' 3 g z s - .
£l ! 2 FoOlF B E O ozs3 i
‘ ! Pt z F r 2 f Zg &= T2
3 . . i B = | £ g £ &£ T8 P
g 2 1 % 0 2 2 3 e & : EiS= =Z
2 F} ! 3 | & a a & A %3 . z8
- o | £ I 2 - N az 29 ko
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- > ! < <3 °3 l s og 3 ;B2 98 Z°
R D T - <2 | %% <C& cg 2z 22 5y
3 . [ Sz | EX °Q S35£E ¢35 22
2 Z g z e zz g =3 2 xsl; =2
= = t = { > o \E g Pag E“' ==
5 - g g ! 5 SE|Bg (3
2. g | < & < @ s 2 '=2! 29 a3
a - | 13 t 3 | 3 “gnlﬂ 3..
- = hot - - _ = - 22 13
g 32 1 £ &8 | ¢ : |3 i EZS (¥
5 > | 3 | 3 ° K] |18 2 58 2 |33
& = | = | B M = 1 = 4% a8
i |

Atlantio and ' ! ! | |
Gulf consts .! ""IR#! 0390, 375 $1, 671, 955 84, 711, 330 £3, 466, 803 $1, 244, 527 1, 8701, R45 25 708/ 1,873 77
Lake coastat. . | 161; 1,237,370, 3R8, 280 1, 625, 650 1, 466, 070, 159, 550 1, 091 3, oﬁ-n 4 9 121 11
Pacific coast .. 8, m 0.5! 20,900 276,575 238, 4» 38,120 113 113 5 6 ...
Total...., 407 4, b"J 420 2,090,135 6,613,555 5,171, J’ﬁ 1, 40" 227 3,074 3, 015l 29 80: 2 000, 88

|

. lnclmhnx 1.’>I pemna—nut on vmuwln in tables. T
t Inclnding 241 days’ succor 10 persons not on vessels in tables.
¢ Including tho river stadion ut Lonisville Kentucky.
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The apportionment to the several districts is as follows:

First District.
Number of disasters........ccciiemeeiiemeannna... cecesccnns csceccecace
Value of vessels....ceceeeiieneiiieeiicacirecnaecanes vecese teeeeeeene
Value of Cargoes.. .cc. ceeeeeenceeroenncacueroncaceccceceoccccncaanas
Total value of property.......cceeeiuiiiieeetoiiioniraeieecanes cecees
Number of persons on board vessels.. ....c.coceeieeieatioactianaannn. .
Number of persons saved.......ccoeeeieeniicnceseiceeaaccntrencenana.
Number of persons 108t. . c.oe iiie ittt i cececacaccaerennen
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.....cc.eeceeoneeann.
Number of days’succor afforded.......cceeneemiiiiaeacetaecnncennnn.
Value of property saved....coi.oeeeeiceeeniectaaenanns teenceceeenane
Value of property 108t .c.cce cveeereneeeeieemeercaceeommannceann ceene
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.......ccccececeannan.

Seoond District.
Number of disasters. .....c.ceeeeiiiii it iicatrianeceteacecanaeannn
Value of vessels. .......cunuiin i iiiieitiiiiceicacaeeacaaaae.
Value of cargoes. .. ... ceceniine e iicieeicctaaeat saaeanan
Total value of Property ........c.oceiiieeiiiiiiiieoecetocacaeannan.
Number of persons on board vessels.......ccc.vieeiacinieacanannennnn
Number of persons saved .......ooeen ot ittt iiiiii e aaeeaaa.
Number of persons 108t . ... et oo iiait e ceeeenanaeaaanan
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations............cc......
Number of days’ succor afforded........ooieiiiniiiiiiiiii it e
Value of property saved. ... ceeen ciiniiiitiiecceeoneneiacenscanennen
Valne of property 1o8t. ....ceoeeaeiiieet iiieii e iiieiieeeeanaen
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......... tecacvesceane

Third District.
Number of disasters. ... ee tane iint it taitiietteaccaencee canaan
Value of vessels. ...oo. et it iiaceitiacer e rannae
Value of CArgoe8.eeans ciuen imaer teiaen teenee caee ceeesnanananennnns .
Total value of ProPerty . coc.e oot iieaee ciaeet ioaecenenncncesneenencnne
Number of persons on LOArd vessel8. .. oo veeennioeamnereeereaneennann
Number of persons saved..... ..o it ieeniiiiiiitiiitiaieceeaannnanas
Number of persons 1ost ... ..ot iiiee it iiiet cieeeiiectineenannn
Number of shipwrocked persons succored at stations.....ceceeveeeee caus
Number of days’ succor afforded. ooeee voememiimncinn coceieciaieaiaan.
YValue of property 8aved. .ooeee ieeeiieieiiii it ci e iaaaecaan .o
Value of Property 108t. ..cuee vie et ioe it iiiieceeeeeeneciee cnenannnn
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels

......................

Fourth Diatrict.

Value of vessels. ........coieiiitiiiiiiiitiiiiiiitieeieeoecnnnn caeee
Value of CArgoes . couu. i ittt it ciieit ciecae teeeet cenens seenanan
Total value of Property. ... ..cccerieeoneiiniiieiaaeeeecaeencncnnncas .
Number of persons on board Vessels. ... .cccee ccaccemnieeunienncnnncans
Number of persons saved........... e teccecmeaiiciceecenceane ceemecnne
Number of persons 108t .. ... .cooniiiiie i iiiee i iacaanan coeene

Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations........c.ccouee.oc..
Number of days’ succor afforded. ....ce.eecus voneer oeececaenracaneannn
Value of property saved. .. .......cceoieiitiaeeeriemaneniicesenccananns
Value of property 108t. ...... .cccveiemeee cocannvonacecnnnns cecene tonnan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels................. ceeee

15

£163, 360
$37,955
$201,315
271

270

40

$173, 650
$27,665

54
$373,470
$204, 305
8577, 775

10

144

339
$203, 285
$374, 490
18

67

$1, 105, 040
$940, 745
$2,045,785
443

431

12

94

359
$1,708, 313
$337,472
21
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Fifth District.

Number of diBa8terB....ccccceee recacececaceacane sancascnneecocecncans
Value of ve886l8.......cceue et raceaaaeiaeeneecenacaneccencocacanen

Value Of COMZ0e8 e enn cameiiieatciieieccaeccece canccerancesaannneanns )

Total value of Property coc. coeeen coiiitiemeetveccnscaaneccnnncennanaan
Number of persons on board vessels.......cc.eeeeicaceeiacncnnnaannanns
Number of Persons 88ved..ceeu. covmee it ccienennaaeeanasacnncacnnnnnes
Number of person8 108t .... cceeieitiiieiien it iacacaacanaaannean
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.......ccceeeaun....
Number of days’ succor afforded .......cociicernimntiaceeanannnannnn
Value of property 8aved......cceeeeieeiioene et cacenncconannnnnnecanns
Value of property 108t ceee ceee voie ieeaeiaee ciee e caeeceaeaennnnanan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels..... ¢ eecccceccacocnee

Sixth District.

Number of di8a8ter8.cceee coueetiiiitiicetiitciicoanecancceancnannnns
Value of vessels....c. oo it iiiaieiieiiiiiiaiiacaearenaaeencnananen
Value of CArgOoes «cuuveeeiiceee iieeatecieiiececacececaccannannan. oocee
Total value of Property ... .cccvceeeiet coeioreetaecaceccecacacaeannnn
Number of persons on board vessels............. ¢eececciececcaccacnanas
Number of Persons 88Ved «... cceceeceenieceeiatces caaeccaneacecnee vann
Number of persons 108t ... ceee ceee veenciieiiee it iiae e cieaevanaan,
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations........cccceu......
Number of days’ succor afforded .......cceevveenaeanaaa.. ececccancceans
Value of property 88ved .cceee veneeeieeecieraceiecccrecanceracnaneanas
Value of property 108t.... .counmeeeiiiaeiiiieitiiiciteicntanaccnann.
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......................

Seventh District.

Number of di8asters. coeeee teeeceniieiateceeeteceicncertananeaneeacans
Valile of VeBELIS ceu ceee cien it iitceet ccaeteiciacone cne e cane cene
Valne of CArZOeB v uenvneene e ittt tetcet tecicecaiececeeeaanns
Total valueof Property...coceeveeeee it iiiitiaeceenacaaecnannnn ...
Number of persons on board vessels......ccceeeeereeeieieacaeranannnnnn
Number of persons saved ....c.cccvveeneennn. ieemcecescnerncscannencnne
Number of persons 108t .. ccce vame iiei oot iaii i ciiic e e e,
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .........c.........
Number of days’ snccor afforded ......ceeeveeeoiiieiiiiiiniuniaiai...
Value of property 8aved .. .c.ccee e ceee e toemeatcieecnanaennneennnnn.
Value of property Jo8t.oeeee veeeee et ioiieieiiiiicncnennnnn [
Number of dieasters involving total loss of vessels..........c.coeu......

Eighth District.

Number of Qisasters.....c..uieiiiieamieiiiaeonitioecatonennnnnnnan
Value of vessels ... veean ittt iiiietiteiraaincacaen e
Value Of CATZ0€8 «.ceunieeaen teeeee ciieceiacee ceacas vavmnrcnnnaesnacnns
Total value of pProperty..ce.e ceeeeeieetioeiecaeiiaiencencanecennn.
Number of persons on board vessels..cce.vceeeiiieceeaeanraacncnnnnnn.
Number of Persons 8aVed v ccen vecuee cemennieeevenceeeenceeacoancenaas
Number of persons 108t .. .cn. oeo et iie it i it cieetiece veae eaee
Nnmber of shipwrecked persons succored at stations...........c.u......
Number of days’ succorafforded.........oveuuiieoiiianeinacannn... .
Value of property 8aved «c..cueeeerviaieriineniiiannn: canane ceveccncan
Value of property 1ost «......eeeeeieeeeeiiciiiaiet coranaceaeeennenaces
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ....... eevenn ecceccen .

37

$362, 800
$161, 430
$524, 230
287

2257
None

78

177
$415,235
$108,995
10

29

$509, 930
$104, 865
$614, 845
207

207
None

85

252
$508, 760
$106, 035
8

2
$16,200
$13,740
$29,940

10
$22,150
$3, 47
$25, 620

29

20
None

8

14
$17,020
$8, 600
P
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Ninth District.

Number of di8a8ters. ... coc oo iinin it i e e 74
Value of Ves8el8. . .cu.cuue e e oo ieaeat ceeeae e et e e s $484, 540
Value of CONZ0e8. .. oo uum e cae it it it it et ee e e $131,210
Total value of Property. ... . ..ccceoeeeioieititneeieeaeecaeeennanenns $615,750
Number of persons on board vessels....e. .cceeeoimnaeneinieniannnn.nn. 455
Number of persons 8aVed.. ... caceeonennneenaen teecen ceeeiananncnnn 454
Number of persons lost......... 0 eecececsattecoscccarasesnncnstronanea 1
Nuwmber of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 4
Number of days’ succor afforded...................... et 27
Value of property 8aved .c.cee ccecn oo cnemeeeaeen e ceen e eeneaannns $588, 490
Value of property 108t .. cococee o one oo e i eeiet ceeeaaenn $27, 260
Number of disasters involving total Joss of vessels............oeeeoeone. 4

Tenth Distriot.

Number of disasters.....coucuunn it ciet oo ciieaiaeiieceeiceceeaanan. 27
Value of Ye88el8 ... ... oo ittt eiceeataacceeaecaan e nenn $280, 490
Value of Carg0es. ... cceeveae e iuaecieeaaccacaccersancaconacescacennan $123, 360
Total value of Property...ccceeceeeciueanaecoeeaccnnsaaaas ceeeeeeaane $403, 850
Number of persons on board vessels .c...ceeee caeecineieacataaaaneaanan. 301
Number of personssaved.......ccccececceeuannn T 301
Number of persons 108t .. .. ..o oieeiememiinataaieeancnenecenenannan. None
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 11
Number of days’ succor afforded...... .. ...ooooiiiiiaiiiiaana... 11
Value of property 88ved ..ccee .cueueoomiacaet cocaaenaacs conecnaeanane. $376, 930
Value of property 108t. .. ... .couer oo iiie it caeeciaae caeccannannn $26, 920
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................... 1

Eleventh District.

Number of disasters.........cccoveeennenan eccscessatesscacceconnnnsane 60
Value of ves8el8.. .c.. cooe cercce cancne cacecccacecaccnccacccccss anneonan $472,340
Value of Cargoes..coeeovueneecaneiiecceaceececacncrcncencacaeocaeanns $133,710
Total value of Property.... ccceeeuieeneceetaracrccnacecaececnancacens $606, 050
Number of persons on board vessels.............ococcaeamiaiioll 330
Number of Persons 88Ved ... .. .ceeeececaeeeenceeeencanocaceennns connnn 332
Number of persons lo8t.. ... ceeeeeeenancaeeceriecceecccaiciccciancaans 3
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 36
Number of days’ succor afforded.. ....ccecemeeeeencannn s eeesas sesacancas 45
YValue of property saved.....cccceec... eteereecetatacasantenane saesaoan $500, 650
Value of property 108t. .. .cc e caenommeammn i $105, 400
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...........ccccc..eae. 6
Twelfth District.
Number of disasters.......cccevueieeimiarmmceceiieeeceanannnn ceeene 8
Value of VeB8el18.ccaee coaetcienecaae icecarcancacccncecececencannnns $246, 675
Value of CAIg0e8..c. cvuueeeneanremanenaeaceoaceasecanaeoocaceacesanea $29, 900
Total value of property......cocceeeceevencnnnan eeeccmcsetnnentccanan $276, 575
Number of persons on board vessels...... coovceeemeeoaiiaacenainann. 113
Number of persons 8aved.....cceeeeuceeeieeeeesceaeeacacssanacananacs 113
Number of persons lost....c..ccceeeane. Cececene et cecccccccccaceceanas None
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... None
Number of days’ succor afforded.... .. .. ..oooiiiamiiiiiiiiiiii e None
Value of property Saved ... coour iiin e i ceeees e $238, 455
Value of property 108t.......cevee oo ieinieeaeeciaeieaee e cenneans $38, 120
Nutober of disasters involving total loss of vessels......c.cecveecienenes None

19921 L 8—2
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In addition to persons saved from vessels there were thirty-six others
rescued who had fallen from wharves, piers, &c., and who would have
perished without the help of the life-saving crews. The extent of the
assistance rendered in saving vessels and cargoes was greater than in
any previous year, four hundred and two vessels having been worked
off when stranded, repaired when damaged, piloted out of dangerous
places and similarly assisted by the station crews. There were also
two hundred and twenty-four instances where vessels runding into
danger of stranding were warned off by the signals of the patrols, most
of them thus bLeing probably saved from partial or total destruction.
The investigations held in each case of loss of life show that there was
no failure in duty on the part of any of the life-saving crews, and that
the twenty-nine persons who perished were entirely beyond the reach
of human aid. One of the number, a woman cook, was drowned in
attempting, against the remonstrance of her companions, to recover
her personal effects from the cabin of the vessel while it was going to
pieces; seven were lost during the operations for their rescue, being
so nearly frozen as to be unable to co-operate with the life-saving crew ;
two were drowned by being held under the water by the sails and rig-
ging of their capsized vessels; and one was drowned by attempting to
swim ashore while the rescue of his shipmates was in progress; one
died, after he was landed by the life-saving crew, from injuries received
in attempting to save himself before their arrival ; one was thrown into
the sea from the rigging when the vessel struck ; eleven were drowned
from capsized boats before aid could reach them ; three—two of them
little children—were washed overboard before the discovery of the ves-
sel, which had stranded in a thick fog; and two were swept overboard
during the efforts to save them from a wreck which had been partially
destroyed by fire before she struck. Full and specific accounts of all
the circumstances connected with the loss of these lives are hereinafter
given.

In the year’s operations the surf-boat was used four hundred and
twenty-one times, making six hundred and eight trips. The self-right-
ing and self-bailing life-boat was used thirty-six times, making sixty-
one trips. Smaller boats were used one hundred and seventy-two
times, making two hundred and sixty-seven trips. The river life-skiffs
at the Louisville Station, Ninth District, were used thirty-four times,
making thirty-eight trips. The breeches-buoy was used twenty-five
times, making two hundred passages. The wreck-gun was employed
twenty-eight times, firing sixty-eight shots. The heaving-stick was
used twenty-seven times. The rubber life-saving dress was used upon
four occasions. There were landed by the surf-boat six hundred and
one persons; by the life-boat, fifty-four; by the smaller boats, one hun-
dred and fifty-five; by the river life-skiffs, ninety-nine; and by the
breeches-buoy, one hundred and ninety-four. Four persons were as-
sisted to land by means of heaving-lines, which were attached to their
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bodies, the surfmen on shore drawing in the lines. Seven men were
rescued by surfmen jumping into the water and drawing the men from
beneath their capsized boats; one person losing his hold upon a line
while being drawn ashore was rescued by the surfinen clasping hands
and rushing into the surf after him; four were dragged ashore through
the surf by the whip-line, the men holding firmly on to it or attaching
it to their bodies; eleven were brought ashore by surfmen jumping
into the surf and undertow and assisting them to land; threec were res-
cued by a surfman, who, with a line held by his coumrades, attached to
his body, waded out into the water and assisted them through the surf,
and three persons swung themselves ashore by means of a hawser, which
had been got to the vessel by the shot-line.

The number, violence, and destructiveness of the storms which occurred
during the year exceeded the record of any former yecar since the
general extension of the Service upon the sea and lake coasts. Inone
storm there were no less than thirty wrecks within the scope of the
operations of the Service, and in asingle day (the 9th of January) there
were twenty-three. The Service, however, did not fail to match its pre-
vious record of effectiveness in saving life and property. Thc number
of casualties was greater by twenty-eight than that of any former
year, yet the loss of life is fifteen less than the average, and although
the vessels and cargoes totally lost were twenty more than in any pre-
vious year, the amount of property lost was only about sixty-five thou-
sand dollars greater than the average of the preceding year, while the
amount saved is increased by nearly two million dollars.

The table given below contains a summary of results in the ficld of
life-saving operations since the introduction of the present system:

GENERAL SUMMARY

Of disasters which have occurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November
1, 1871, (date of {riroduction of present system,) to close of fiscal year ending June 30,
1886.*

Total number of disasters...... c.ccecveacaivacen. tecesovecssssnsnsenses 3,385
Total value of vessels ..... e eeeeececececcesecsacant e ane et can e 839,733, 495
Total value of Cargoes ..o e iacace iimiitiiiai i iaen e, $18, 643,754
Total value of property involved....ccoceeeinmennininaaneniaiiiaaaans $58,377, 249
Total value of property 8aved. ... ececeeveeneeiieaeneeaieacaiennns 841, 449,257
Total value of propertylost...... tecees cemmet et e araacann $16, 927,992

* It should be observed that the operations of the Service during this period have
been limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New
Jersey ; seasons of 187274, to coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey;
season of 1874-"75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast
from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape IHattoras; season of 187677 and since, all the foregoing, with tho
addition of tho eastern coast of Florida and portions of the lake coasts and during
the past six years tho coast of Texas.

A,
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Total number of persons involved ™ ... .. .ccoiiiieeniiiieian i, 23, 053
Total number of pPersons 8avVed ccue ceneeniee it iieae et ie e ann 28, 317
Total number of lives 108t t «oovueiinn i e 486
Total number of personssuccoredf ... ...ooceecoieiiioiiiiiaaaiaaaa.. 5,636
Total number of days’ succor afforded .... ..o, 15,313

LOSS OF LIFE.

_ The shipwrecks attended with loss of life during the year, within the
field of life-saving operations, were thirteen in number. A circumstan-
tial narrative of each case is herewith given.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER GEORGE B. SLOAN.

The first wreck of the year involving loss of life within the scope of
the Life-Saving Service was that of the three-masted schooner George
B. Sloan, and took place at about 3 o’clock in the stormy morning
of October 30, 1885, at the entrance of the harbor of Oswego, (Ninth
District,) Lake Ontario. The schooner was of three hundred and thir-
teen tons burden, and was bound from Ogdensburg, New York, without
cargo, to the port where she met with disaster. Her company consisted
of hrer master, five men, and the cook, a woman.

The harbor of Oswego consists of an irregular formation of massive
stone piers, setting out into the lake from the mouth of the Oswego River.
Opposite, and at right angles to the ends of these piers, at several hun-
dred feet distance, are two constructions of crib-work, one of them of
considerable length, which is called the west breakwater, and the other
parallel with this, but much shorter, which is known as the east break-
water. Between the two is a space of three hundred and fifty feet, in-
tended to constitute an entrance toward the mouth of the harbor, which
the two barriers shield from the direct action of the sea. Built on a
square of crib-work in the inner angle of the west breakwater, with
which it connects by a bridge of trestlework, is an octagonal tower
thirty-nine feet high, crowned with a red fixed light. In line with it,
on the cast breakwater, a lens lantern giving a white light is suspended
from a pole thirty-five feet high. Behind, on the western harbor pier,
stands the Oswego Light-House, a gray tower, seventy-two feet high,
surmounted by a white light, which has a range of about fifteen miles.

It was toward this group of lights that the schooner was heading.
Nothing else was visible from her deck to denote the contiguity of the
city and haven. The night was heavily overcast and a furious north-
cast gale, blowing at the rate of fifty-five miles an hour, was streaming
through the gloomy immensity. Defore it, under a single-reefed fore-

* Including thirty-six persons rescued not on hoard vessels.

t One hundred and cighty-three of these were lost at the disasters of the steamers
Huron and Metropolis—in the caxe of the former when the stations were not open,
and inthe latter when service was impeded by distance—and fourteen others in tho
same year, owing to similar causes.

t Including castaways not on board vessels embraced in tables.
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saily jiby and fore-staysaily the vessel fled headlong, her rigging fairly
alive with the wild whistling and sereeching of the wind,  She was, as
sailors say, flying light, being, as already stated, without cargo, or even
ballast; and she virtually ran on the top of the sea, which coursed with
her in black and enormous undulations. It was the captain’s intention
to take her into port through the open lake east of the breakwaters,
but when about three miles away a heavy surge struck her and threw up
her too buoyant stern, so that the rudder suddenly lost its hold on the
water, and the vessel becoming for the moment beyond control whirled
broadside to. After a few minutes of alarm and confusion she was
brought upon her course once more, but the captain, fearful of her
broaching to again and drifting in upon the beach if he made for the
open water east of the port, resolved to endeavor to effect an entrance
through the passage between the eastern and western breakwaters, and
changed his direction accordingly.

The impetuous speed at which the vessel drove brought her in a few
minutes abreast of the breakwaters. Nothing could be more lurid and
alarming than the aspect of this scene of impending catastrophe. The
immense abyss of storm-beaten gloom showed vaguely at unequal dis-
tances the spectral shapes of the light-house and beacon towers. I'rom
the summit of the light-house a pale light was doubtfully diffused, while
the red beacon emitted a murky glow. Darkly revealed by this sinis-
ter half-light raged the awful waters. The huge black surges, suggest-
ing masses of shadows but for the heavy crash of their breaking, flung
themselves incessantly upon the breakwaters, which they overswept
with vast swaths of livid foam, and every other moment fell back in
terrible recoil with almost the force of their onset. DBoth of the break-
waters were completely smothered up, and their shape was evident
only in an obscuare diagram of furious breakers. Aboveall and through
all were the yelling of the wind and the roaring of the sea.

No pause was possible for the vessel in her desperate course for the
passage between the breakwaters.  She camne right on for the entrance,
staggering forward in darkness reddened by the beacon, with the lights
in herrigging, and was, as the captain testified, about forty feet from
it when one of the terrific seas, before mentioned as momentarily. re-
coiling from the barriers of crib-work, bounded backward from the
eastern breakwater and threw her with a crash onto the corner of the
western breakwater near the beacoh. When itis remembered that she
was over three hundred tons burden the destructive force of such an
impact can be realized. The next instant another sea lifted and threw
her stern with smashing force against a spur of the breakwater some
thirty feet distant. Then she was hurled back broadside on against the
main structure. In this way she was bowled to and fro on the mon-
strous huddle of waters with shocks that made the crib-work quiver,
until within half an hour she¢ was broken to pieces. At the end of that
time, her captain testifies, there was not a vestige of her left.
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A top stringer on the breakwater had, probably by one of the shocks
of’ these collisions, been torn off; leaving a row of great iron bolts or
spikes protruding upward. The captain, who had been standing on the
topgallant forecastle with his night-glasses in his hand when the vessel
struek, suddenly found himself, as by some ugly magic, clinging by one
of these bolts in a wallow of water on the crib. The sea was bursting
across the construction in torrents, and he lay in the wash without the
slightest recollection of how he left the vessel. He presently saw some
of the men working themselves along by the aid of the projecting bolts
toward the beacon. They had mounted the bowsprit when the schoouner
had charged in and dropped one by one upon the breakwater. In the
meantime tbe vessel was pounding heavily, thrashing the crib with the
lower underside of her bowsprit. Presently she surged back, and then
came on again with a tremendous shock which took the bowsprit out of
her. Seeing this dangerously active projection gone, the captain at once
worked himself along by means of the bolts, through the floods of water
mixed with débris from the wreck, and joined his men at the beacon.
The vessel continued to break upand her wreckage and spars were now
showering,madly over the break water.

The Oswego Life-Saving Station is situated on the inside of the har-
bor, some fifteen hundred feet distant from the scene of the disaster,
and the keeper, John Blackburn, standing in the neighborhood, had been
watching the schooner by her plunging lights, and at length saw that
she had lurched to leeward and evidently gone past the entrance. He
at once called on his men to man the life-boat, and in four minutes the
crew were pulling vigorously for the wreck. The uselessness of ap-
proaching it from the outside was at once apparent, the furious wind
and sea and the convulsive thrashing of the great hull to and from the
break water forbade even the attempt, and the life-boat was headed past
the harbor piers for the sheltered inside of the erib-work. Irom theend
of the piers to the point of destination there was a space of nearly a
thousand feet, and crossing this t(he life-boat crew had to endure the
savage raking of the storm. After a desperate pull, lasting a quarter
ot an hour, the inside of the western breakwater was reached. The sea
was then sheeting over it in roaring cataracts, and as the life-boat crew
pulled along under its lee a terrific mass of black water suddenly up-
rose, bearing on its summit a tumbled group of spars and a huge sec-
tion of the vessel’s deck, which it tifrew across and over the breakwater
within twenty feet of the rowers. Had it fairly reached them’ every man
would have been crushed and drowned.

A few minutes later they shot up alongside the squareof crib-work,
in the angle of the breakwater on which stood the beacon, and found
the captain, mate, and the four sailors of the vessel standing there to-
gether under the lee of the tower. The first question developed the
fact that the woman cook had been lost. A hasty glance on the part
of the keeper showed him that the schooner had been completely de- -
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molished. Nothing of her was left but the fragments which flew in
the dark water over the low barrier of the breakwater. No time was
lost, therefore, in taking the six survivors into the life-boat and strug-
gling back through the gale to the shore, where they were landed by
half-past 3. After putting the men on their way to a hotel the
life-crew returned to the scene of disaster and searched the copious
wreckage that still came over the breakwater, but found no trace of
the body of the drowned woman.

It appears by the testimnony of the mate that when the vessel first
struck he had found the woman standing in the cabin with a_packed
satchel in her hand. He shouted frantically to her for God’s sake to
come up on deck and save herself. She went back into the state-room
and got another satchel. He again shouted to her to drop them and
save herself. It was the last time she was seen alive. Itis probable
that she never got out of the cabin, but was drowned when the vessel
sank, nor ever liberated until the hull finally went to pieces. Her
name was Eliza Tackaberry. A month or so later her body came
ashore, without a head, two or three miles below Oswego.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER R. B. KING.

The next fatal disaster occurred on Lake Michigan the night of No-
vember 7, 1885. The schooner R. B. King, of Chicago, Illinois, was
totally wrecked off the harbor of Muskegon, Michigan, during a seveve
southwesterly gale, and two of ler crew of four men were lost. She
was from Chicago, in ballast, and had made Muskegon light at 8
o’clock.- Upon nearing the piers an hour later, and finding no tug out-
side to tow him in, by reason of the storm, the captain concluded to
take the risk and run in without such aid. It was, in fact, his only re-
course, as the vessel was flying light and could not have weathered the
shore if hauled to the wind. The schooner steered very wildly in the
shoal water off the harbor, and just as she neared the entrance, which
is leas than two hundred feet wide, she took a broad sheer and struck
with great violence against the leeward or north pier. The shockstove
in her timbers, and as she rebounded and drifted off she almost in-
stantly filled with water and capsized, bottom up, the masts breaking
off as she went over. The whole thing happened in about a minute.
The keeper and one of the crew of the Muskegon Life-Saving Station
(Eleventh District) were out on the pier at the time and witnessed the
occurrence. Cries for help were immediately heard from the crew
struggling in the water. The two station men had a small heaving
line with them and attempted to throw it within the people’s reach,
but as the vessel drifted off some fifty or sixty feet from the pier and
the night was intensely dark, they did not succeed. The keeper, there-
fore, after shouting words of encouragement, rushed back to the sta-
tion, two or three hundred yards distant, and in a few minutes had
the surf-boat manned and on its way to the rescue. Defore start-
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ing, and while the men were putting the boat into the water, he
ignited a red Coston light to let the people know that help was com-
ing. The crew pulled down the river between the piers until abreast
of the shore line and then hauled the boat over the narth pier and
launched directly into the lake from the beach. The pull out to the
wreck against the frightfully confused sea and in the pitchy darkness
of the night was difficult and dangerous, and the keeper’s skill was se-
verely tested in guiding his little craft clear of the floating timbers,
spars, and other débris from the schooner, which was already breaking
up, although not more than ten minutes had elapsed since she struck
the pier. That the boat escaped destruction amid the wreckage was
marvelous. Upon reaching the wreck they with great difficulty rescued
two men, the captain, James C. Dunbar, and the mate, Charles Ander-
son. The keeper called loudly for the two others, but there came no
answer. The poor fellows were doubtless beyond reach of human aid.
But the life-saving men were hopeful and nnwilling to abandon the search
until every possible effort had failed. As the boat had half filled with
water and was almost unmanageable, it was turned about for the shore
and the two castaways were landed. They were in a sorry plight from
cold and exposure and were unable to walk, but as every availableman
was needed by the keeper, they managed, when the direction of the sta-
tion was pointed out to them, to crawl thither on their hands and knees.
In the meantime, as soon as the boat could be bailed out, a second trip
was made. But the night was so dark the wreck could not be found.
The crew, therefore, put back, and while some bailed the beat a sec-
ond time—for it had again almost filled—-the keeper dispatched a man
down the pier in search of the schooner, while another was sent to the
station for lanterns. The first soon returned and reported the wreck
close alongside of the pier, but nosigns of the men. While, therefore,
some hauled the boat out oun the beach the keeper and others of the
crew hastened down the pier with lines and lanterns to renew the
search. The wreck was evidently held from drifting ashore bodily by
the anchors, which had gone to the bottom when she capsized. After
closely scanning the wreck by the light of their lanterns as it rose and
fell on the seas, and satisfying themselves that the missing men were not
there, the station crew returned to the beach and there waded out into
the surf as far as possible to examine the wreckage floating shoreward.
The search was kept up until midnight, but without avail. The keeper,
therefore, returned to the station at that hour with part of the crew to
attend to the wants of the captain and mate, while others prolonged the
search until daybreak. The captain, when informed of the crew’s frait-
less efforts to find the missing men, expressed his belief that they had
been entangledin the rigging and drowned, asneitherof them could swim
and their cries had ceasea when the vessel rolled over. The survivors
lost all their effects and were destitute.  They were therefore furnished
with clothing from the supply donated by the Women’s National Relief
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Association, and also sheltered and fed for four days, or nntil able to
return to Chicago. Thestation crew patrolled the beach for several days
afterwards in search of the bodies of the two lost men, Fringle Fringleson
and Andrew Olsen, but without finding them. The body of the former
was, however, recovered three weeks later near Grand Haven, fifteen
miles to the sonthward, by the crew of the Grand Haven Station. The
officer who investigated the circumstances of the wreck reported the
schooner as 80 unseaworthy that the underwriters had refused to insure
her. He examined the débris on the beach and found startling evidence
of her rotten condition. He expressed the opinion that the loss of life
was in no sense the result of neglect or inefficiency on the part of the
life-saving crew, and that they had behaved with commendable gallantry
and done everything in their power to save all hands. The following
brief account of the wreck was published by the Chicago Inter Ocean,
after the captain’s return home :

“ HEROIC ACTIONS.

‘Captain Dunbar, master and ownev of the schooner R. B. King, which
recently foundered at Muskegon, called at the office of The Inter Ocean
yesterday and was very profuse in his praise of the life-saving crew at
Muskegon for their gallantry in rescuing himself and mate from the
wreck of the vessel. They launched their boat in a terrific sea, which
was running from the southwest, and rowed out and picked Captain
Dunbar and his mate off the wreck. The two sailors who were drowned
would have been saved in & similar manner, but for the fact that they
got entangled in the rigging and when the seas tore the spars out of the
vessel they were carried to the bottom of the lake. Captain Dunbar
was unable to save anything from the wreck. The bottom of the ves-
sel was thrown high upon the beach, and as most of the gear and rig-
ging were under it the latter could not be recovered.”

WRECK OF THE BRITISH SHIP MALTA.

The third wreck attended with fatal result within the scope of gov-
ernmental life-saving operations was that of the ship Malta, of Liver-
pool, England, off Ocean Beach, New Jersey, on the morning of No-
vember 24,1885. One of her crew, Karl Edelung, a native of Denmark,
who jumped overboard against the remonstrances of his shipmates and
attempted to swim ashore, was drowned. The affair was thoroughly in.
vestigated and from the reports received the following facts are gath-
ered: The Malta was an iron ship of sixteen hundred tons register, bound
from Antwerp to New York with a cargo of ten thousand empty petro-
leum tarrels and several hundred tons of silver sand. Her crew num-
bered twenty-four men. She stranded at half-past 3 in the morning,
two hundred and fifty yards from the shore, just south of Shark River,
nearly midway between the Shark River and Spring Lake Stations,
(Fourth District,) during a furious northeast gale and rain storm. The
surf was high and dangerous, and it being the period of spring-tides
the waves dashed well up on the beach and in places almost covered
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it.  One of the masts went over the side soon after the ship struck.
The lower masts were of iron, and as the heavy sea caused the ship
to pound violently on the bar the shocks snapped the mainmast in
‘two places, one break occurring fifteen feet above the deck and the
other between decks about five feet below the partners. The upper
part of the mast, with the topmast, top-gallant mast, and everything
attached, fell overboard, while the middle section, twenty feet long,
jumped clear of the mast-hole and fell on deck, narrowly missing some
of the crew. The upper and lower fore-topsail yards were carried away
in the slings at the same time. The ship’s signal rockets were seen by
the patrols of the two stations, and as soon as they could give the alarm
the crews hastened to her assistance. Boat service was altogether im-
practicable in such a sea, and it was only with the greatest difficulty
ard risk that the Shark River crew crossed the river. They were the
first on the ground, but did not take the beach-apparatus, as the vessel
was within the Spring Lake patrol limits. It would in fact have been
next to impossible to ferry the loaded cart over, as the surf was sweep-
ing directly into the river, and to haul it by land would have involved
a long and tedious detour of several miles over muddy and almost im-
passable roads. As it was the boat narrowly escaped upsetting several
times in crossing. The ship’s mizzenmast fell by the board just as
they arrived. The Spring Lake crew came up ten miputes later with
their apparatus. The ship after striking had thumped along the bar to
the southward under the influence of the current and heavy sea, and
when the station men arrived was more than a quarter of a mile below
the mouth of the river. She had also driven closer in. The two crews
fell quickly to work arranging the gear, and in a few minutes everything
was in readiness and the gun was fired. Thedriving rain obscured the
vessel almost entirely, and it was impossible to tell where the line had
fallen. They had aimed towards the weathermost part of her, the bow,
to allow for drift, and the line probably lodged over the head-stays, where
it could not be seen in the darkness. After waiting some tiie, therefore,
and finding that the whip was not pulled off, the shot-line was hauled
back and thrown to the ship a second time. The two keepers, John
C. Patterson and Joseph Shibla, judged from the trend of the line
that it had again fallen over the ship, and decided to wait for daylight,
This was, in fact, their only alternative, although it involved a delay
of half or three-quarters of an hour. It was learned afterwards that
the firing was heard and understood by the people ou board, bat they
were in 80 much danger from the broken spars and of being swept over-
board that no effort was made to find the line. Two of the masts were
gone and the foremast was liable to snap off at any moment. As the
ship continued to move south the time until daybreak was occupied by
the beach men in shifting the gear as she moved and reburying the
sand anchor. As soon as it was light enough the men discovered, with
the aid of the glasses, that the line had lodged on the end of the iying

a
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jib-boom. The people had not yet found it.  Keeper Patterson, there-
fore, waded out into the tindertow and shouted to attract their attention,
while some of the others held the line up to view. This had the desired
effect, as the sailors quickly got the bight of the line in on deck and
active operations were commenced. It was a long tug to secure the
whip, which bowed far to the leeward with the current as the surfinen
paid it out from the shore. The tail-block was finally hauled in over the
ship’s rail and attached to the foremast, and when the hawser followed
and was similarly attached, the preparations were complete. Dy this
time District Superintendent Havens had arrived {rom Point Pleasant,
in respounse to a summons by telephone, also Keeper Longstreet and the
crew of the Squan Beach Station to the south. A multitude of people
had also flocked down {rom the adjacent villages, and many of them lent
willing aid to the station crews. The tirst man landed in the breeches-
buoy, at twenty minutes to 8 o'clock, was an East Indian, who bad
broken his leg two weeks previous, on the passage. He was imme-
“diately conveyed in the hand-cart to the cottage of a Mr. Davis, and
surgical aid called in. Shortly afterwards, while the third man was be-
ing drawn ashore, a commotion was noticed on the ship’s forccastle,and
a moment later a man (Karl Edclung) sprang overboard into the surf and
struck out for the shore. IIe was at once swept by the current to the
southward, and Superintendent Ilavens, Keeper Patterson, and several
others ran along the beach with & line hoping to reach him. The man
was evidently a good swimmer and did bravely until the current carried
him from under the lee of the ship and he encountered the full force of
the surf, when lie was almost imnediately overwhelmed and lost. Two
or three heavy seas broke over his head in rapid succession when he was
yet fifty yards from the shore and seemed to stun him, for the poor fel-
low threw up his hands and then sank out of sight. It was simply im-
possible for any one to reach him, he was so far out. The body was
not recovered until the following day (25th) near the Bay Head Station,
six miles down the coast. It was learned from his shipmates that he
had apparently lost his reason through fear, and the commotion observed
from the beach was occasioned by the efforts made to restrain him from
his rash purpose to attempt to swim ashore. IIad he waited his turn
with the rest he would bave been saved. Another of the crew was
similarly affected, and when lifted from the breeches-buoy he circled
about on the beach, gesticulating wildly, and acted in the most irra-
tional manner. Ilis reason for a time seemed to be completely un-
balanced. The effort to save Edelung brought the operations with the
breeches-buoy to a temporary standstill, but as soon as it was seen
that he was gone, beyond a doubt, the task of rescuing the rest went on.
It was extremely arduous and trying work, the men being compelled to
stand at times waist deep in the water with the rain and spray flying
in their faces and almost blinding them. Many of them also had the
skin badly worn from their hands by the wet and sand-covered ropes.
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Moreover, much difliculty was experienced in keeping the hawser
taut, on account of the oscillating motion of the vessel and her steady
movement to the south. The people, as fast as landed, were conducted
to the Davis cottage, where they were immediately supplied with hot
coffee and dry clothing. One man, the second mate, narrowly escaped
being washed out of thebuoy. He left the ship heavily weighted with o
bundle of clothing strapped to his shoulders, which almost upset him
and nearly cost him his life. The operation of landing the twenty-three
men took about two hours, the last one reaching the beach shortly be-
fore 10 o’clock. They received the kindest attention from the inhabit-
ants, and on the following day were forwarded to New York, a few re-
maining to assist the captain. The body of the drowned man was
turned over to the coroner and decently interred at Point Pleasant.
The ship became a total wreck and was sold at auction.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER MARY G. FARR.

The next case in the record of fatalities for the year is that of the
schooner Mary G. Farr, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which was par-
tially destroyed by fire at sea and finally drifted ashore on the New
Jersey coast, near the Spring Lake Station, (Fourth District,) on the
night of January 8, 1886, during the early hours of the great storm of
of the 8th, 9th, and 10th. The Mary G. Farr was a vessel of three
hundred and thirty tons register. She sailed from Baltimore, Maryland,
on December 31, 1885, bound for Providence, Rhode Island, with a
cargo of corn, her crew numbering seven men. How the fire originated
will never be known, as not one of the crew escaped. The information
at hand is very meager. It is reasonably certain, however, that but
two men were on board when the schooner came within the scope of the
operations of the Service and struck the beach at Lalf-past 11, as but
two bodies, those of the captain, John D. Conwell, and thesteward, Will-
iam W. Warren, were recovered in the vicinity, the former about a mile
and a half south and the latter a mile and a quarter north of where she
came ashore. These bodics were found two days after the wreck. The
theory that all the rest had previously perished reccived weight from
the statements of the life-saving crew that the cries for help, heard for a
brief period after their arrival with the apparatus, secemed to come from
but one or two persons. The night was intensely dark and a furious
gale was blowing from the northeast with thick snow, and the first seen
of the burning vessel was at 10 o’clock, when Surfman Thorn, of the
Spring Lake Station, on the north patrol, observed the red glare of the
flames off shore to the northeast. The blaze was somewhat dim at
first, being obscured by the snow, but as it grew brighter and brighter
the patrolman realized that it must be a vessel on fire drifting in a
southwesterly direction towards the shore. TLorn kept up with the
vessel until she was almost in the breakers, just northof the station, and
then ran forward to arouse the crew. The men, however, were already
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- up, having been awakened by the howling of the gale. They had dis-
covered the vessel and were preparing to set out with the beach-appa-
ratus, the surf being too high for any attempt to launch the boat. It
was, in fact, as much as they could do to make headway with the loaded
cart, so fierce was the wind. The party reached the strand just as the
schooner fetched up. The scas must have poured over the ill-fated
craft in a perfect deluge as soon as she struck, as the fire was quickly
extinguished, leaving nothing visible but a black object, dimly discern-
ible. Indeed, but for their kecping the vessel in sight until the flames
died out it would have been next to impossible to locate bher, as she lay
two or three hundred yards off. Cries for assistance were distinctly
heard above the roar of the tempest. This stimulated the men to the
utmost activity, and as soon as the gear could be arranged in the dark-
ness—for not a lantern could be kept burning—the gun was fired,
although, as the masts appeared to be gone, they had but little hope of
the line catching on the wreck. The station men feeling no responsive
tug on the line to indicate that the whip would be drawn off, hauled the
shot-line back, and then sending to the station for a fresh dry line the
gun was again fired. DBoth attempts to establish communication were
alike futile. [t was then a little after 1 o’clock in the morning (9th),
and it is probable that those left on the wreck were washed away about
that time, as the cries ceased soon after the firing of the second shot.
The fact that the watch found upon the body of the captain marked thir-
teen minutes after 1 serves to confirm that belief. As the station men
had done all that was possible, without accomplishing anything, they
were compelled to watch and wait until daybreak. In the meantime
they were joined by the crew of the Squan Beach Station, who remained
until after daylight, and it was settled, beyond the shadow of doubt,
that no sign of life existed in the wreck. The beach was strewn with
charred and broken wreckage, and among the débris was found female
wearing apparel and a child’s chair, which gave rise to the circulation of a
story that the captain’s family were on board and had also been lost. 1t
wassubsequently learned, however,from the owner of the vessel, that such
wasnot the case, the captain’s wife having left for home before the schooner
sailed. Regarding the missing members of the crew the manner of their
death can only be conjectured. The finding of one body as far north as
Long Branch, another at Asbury Park, and yet another above Shark
River, is strong « vidence that the wen perished ere the vessel stranded
off Spring Lake. Itis possible they were washed overboard, but it seems
more than likely that when the flames spread beyoud control, the poor
fellows lowered their boat, and, that before all could get into it, the craft
capsized and all but the captain and steward were swept away, the two
latter remaining on the burning vessel until she reached the shore and
suffering hours of agony and suspense untii the work of destruction was
complete.  An investigation of the sad affair resulted in showing very
clearly that the life-saving crew were not to blame. They did all that
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could be done under the circumstances, but the impossibility of estab-
lishing connection with the wreck rendered their efforts fruitless, and
there can be no doubt that from the very first the two men were entirely
beyond the reach of human aid.

STRANDING OF THE BRITISU SCHOONER MYRTLE PURDY.

The next instance of loss of life within the scope of the operations of
the Service occurred in the First District, on the 9th day of January,
1886, during the prevalence of the scverest and most disastrous storm
of the year. It was the first fatality that has occurred in the imme-
diate vicinity of any manned station in that district since the district
was established in 1874. The person lost was Capt. W. L. Elsworth,
master of the schooner Myrtle urdy, of Saint John, New Brunswick,
on a voyage from Boston, Massachusetts, to her home port, in ballast.
The Myrtle Purdy is a small craft of eighty-five tons register, and carries
a crew of four men. She was one of three vessels driven ashore by the
same gale in the vicinity of West Quoddy Ilead, Maine, the crews of
which were severally assisted by the crew of the Quoddy Head Station.
An account of the other cases will be found in the record of services of
crews farther on, under the appropriate date, (January 9.) The Purdy
had pnt in to Quoddy Roads for a harbor the previous night, the wind
then being from the northwest and the weather intensely cold, the mer-
cury registering but a few degrees above zero. By the morning of the
9th the wind had shifted to the eastward and freshened to a gale and a
thick snow storm had set in. At 8 o’clock one of her chains parted.
The remaining anchor being too light to hold her, and the gale steadily
increasing, she soon commenced dragging towards the westerly shore
of the bay. Her situation was quickly perceived by the eastern patrol
of the station, who hastened to give the alarm, but it was 10 o’clock
before he reached the house on account of the almost impassable
condition of the road. The men at once, under the lead of Keeper Al-
bert H. Myers, hurried over to the relief station, a mile distant, on the
bay shore, where a spare boat and an extra set of apparatus are kept,
in anticipation of the vessel striking in that locality. It was found,
however, upon getting there, that the house was almost buried under
an immense snow-drift and that it would involve a long and serious
delay to get the gear out. The keeper, therefore, as the vessel ap-
peared just then to have struck into a strong tide eddy sweeping to the
westward, which would carry her ashore a mile or more from the relief
station, resolved to take the boat and gear of the main station. The
men were on their way back with that purpose in view when they met
the crew of the schooner Freddie D., who had a few hours before aban-
doned their vessel and were temporarily quartered at the station, and
the crew of the schooner Sca Flower, also ashore in the bay, who
promptly volunteered their aid in hauling the life-saving appliances
across the neck of laud between Carrying Point Cove, where the station
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is situated, and the shore of the bay. The party thus re-enforced num-
bered fifteen strong, hardy men. The station men were fortunate in
thus getting help, for the snow which was three feet deep on a level,
not to mention the drifts, made the hauling very difficult, and it was
as much as the united crews could do to transport the boat first and
then the beach-apparatus. The gear was taken from the cart and
placed in the boat for conveyance to what is locally known as Basin
Bar, at the <westerly side of the bay, where it was now certain the
schooner would fetch up. But here came a hitch, the beach being
covered with ice, which had been piled cake upon cake by the heavy
sea and formed quite a formidable barrier. In addition tothis the water
beyond for some distance out was a mass of porridge ice and floating
ice-fields, and it was therefore found impossible to launch until the tide
rose higher and started these obstructions from the shore. This occa-
sioned delay, but as soon as the ice moved the brave fellows got oft;
Captain Bentley, of the Sea Flower, gallantly begging permission to
take the oar of an absent surfman who was on the western patrol and
who did not join the party until they reached the scene of operations
later on. The waves were frightfully rough in the bay, and as it was
impossible to see any distance on account of the snow the boat’s progress
was necessarily slow, the men having frequently to back hard with
their oars to avoid collision with the miniature bergs which beset
their way. The keeper purposed putting in behind Basin Bar, where
it was smoother and there was less ice, but finding this impracticable
he landed on the point of the bar and trdcked the boat alongshore
by the painter; two men staying in the boat to push aside the ice
and make a clear channel. Nothing had been seen of the schooner
on the way, and when, soon after they landed, one of the men caught
a momentary glance of her through the snow, less than two hundred
yards away, and it was found she would drive some distance further
ahead, Keeper Myers pushed on alone, in advance of the rest, in-
tending to let the people know that help was coming and prevent, if
possible, any attempt to land until his men arrived with the boat. As
soon as the sailors caught sight of him, as the schooner neared the bar,
they began making signals for help, which the keeper answered by
waving his cap and pointing in the direction of his men. The schooner
was coming stern on, and just at that moment she sheered a little and
the keeper saw three men standing on the taffrail apparently endeavor.
ing to haul up their yawl, which was riding by the painter astern, and
full of water. A moment later he observed a man overboard, endeavor-
ing to climb into the boat. The man did not, however, succeed, but
fell back apparently helpless. Myers shouted to the people to throw
the man a line, but his voice was drowned by the howling of the storm
and turmoil of the waves and they did not hear him.  About this time
the schooner fetched up and the boat tailing shoreward to the full
' scope of its line, with the man still clinging to the bow, the brave
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Myers, regardless of his own safety and without waifing for his men
to come up, sprang over the barrier of ice and made a plunge for the
boat. He went in up to his neck but succeeded in grasping the stern,
and the next moment, by tremendous effort, was in the boat and making
his way forward to the man’s relief. He caught the poor fellow by the
coat collar and was endeavoring to drag him in when a huge sea broke
over the boat and smothered them for a moment so completely in its
icy embrace that the keeper was compelled to relinquish his hold to
avoid being washed out himself. As soon as the gallant life-saver
could recover his breath he grabbed the man once more, but with the
same result. Again and again did the monster waves tumble over
them in a smother of toam, and as often did Myers renew his efforts
to lift the man into the boat. It was a trying ordeal, and Myers
being drenched to the skin and chilled to the very marrow, soon felt
that he was giving out himself. It should be stated that during all
this time,which seemed an age to the brave keeper, not a soul but those
on the schooner was aware of his situation, his own men not having
arrived on the ground and the thick snow preventing their seeing
what was going on. The people aboard the schoouer seemed perfectly
dazed with fright and made no effort to throw him a line or do any-
thing else. He therefore watched his opportunity,and when next the
boat was thrownshoreward to the length of its painter he sprang over-
board and scrambled back to the beach. Upon regaining his feet he
again shouted for a line, and this time he got one. At this moment two
men named Morong and Wébber reached the scene. They lived afew
hundred yards away and had just discovered the vessel. Myers was so
unrecognizable with the ice on his clothing and beard that they took
him for one of the vessel’s crew until his well-known voice was heard
calling upon them for God’s sake to help him save the man in the
water. ITe attached the line thrown him from the schooner to the boat’s
stern and passed the other end to Morong and Webber, with instruc-
tions to keep the boat steady while he got into it and then to haul away
as soon as he could get the people to let go the painter. Just as these
preparations were complete his own party came up. The men quickly
took in the situation, and three or four of them, including the brave
Captain Bentley of the Sea Flower, rushed out to his aid. Ope of the
party, Surfman Scoville, in his haste slipped and fell as he climbed over
the ice,and would have been carried out by the undertow but for the
help of his comrades. The sailors seemed to have at last understood
what was wanted and cast off the painter, which permitted the boat to
come in on the next wave, and Myers, with the help of Bentley and the
rest, soon lifted the unconscious man from the water. It was then ap-
parent why Myers’s previous efforts had failed and why the man
had been held in the one place at the boat’s bow ; the poor fellow
was entangled in a line which was around his right arm and leg and
thence passed under the boat’s bottom and up to the opposite bow.



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 33

The station men quickly got him clear and in over the ice to the
shore, where they put into speedy operation the method for the re-
suscitation of apparently drowned persons. It was seen at once that
he was badly hurt, there being a fracture over the right eye and his
face being bruised and bloody. Respiration was established almost at
once, although the sufferer was evidently far gone. While some of the
party were engaged in the efforts to revive him the keeper and the rest
turned their attention to the three sailors yet on the schooner and res-
cued them without much difficulty, in fact almost dry-footed; the end
of a line being thrown to them, which they carried well up the rigging
and made fast, and by means of which they soon reached the beach.
It was then learned that the injured man was the captain of the vessel.
He was taken as soon as a conveyance could be obtained to the house
of A. H. Godfrey, in the vicinity, where every possible attention was
given him. Before, however, a doctor could arrive the poor fellow
breathed his last. The doctor made careful examination and found
that in addition to the injury to the frontal bone the base of the skull
was fractured. He expressed the opinion and furnished a certificate to
the effect that the man’s injuries were the result of a crushing blow,
doubtless throngh his being caught between the boat and the side of
the vessel, and that this was the cause of his death. The case was
made the subject of a searching investigation, when it was ascertained
that the captain had insisted, against the urgent remonstrances of his
subordinates, upon lowering the yawl almost as soon as he found that
the vessel would drag ashore. In fact the mate had pointed out to him
that they were not far from a life-saving station and that it would be
safer to await the arrival of help, which mnust surely come. To this the
unfortunate man turned a deaf ear, expressing his fears that the masts
would fall and that they would all be killed. It seems that he was
dragged overboard by the bight of a rope catching around his leg soon
after the boat was lowered. From the extent of the man’s injuries it
seems remarkable that he was alive when brought ashore. One thing
is very certain, if he had not disregarded the mate’s advice, but waited
quietly until aid came, he would have been saved with the rest. His
body was properly cared for, and two days later it was sent home for
bLurial. 'The schooner being but slightly damaged was subsequently
floated off and taken to Lubec for temporary repairs, after which she
set sail for Saint John, her destination. There can be no doubt what-
ever that the Quoddy Head crew and Captain Bentley, of the schooner
Sea Flower, acted on this occasion with commendable gallantry, and
that Keeper Myers’s conduct in particular merits the highest praise.

WRECK OF TIIE 8CHOONER CL10 CHILCOTT.

The next fatal wreck was that of the schooner Clio Chilcott, near
Watceh 1Iill, Rhode Island, on the morning of January 9, 1886. The
Chilcott was a vessel of about ninety tous, hailing from Ellsworth, Maine,
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and carried a crew of three men. One of these, the mate, a native of
Sweden, named K. J. B. Hagland, was drowned ag soon as she struck.
From the accounts received the man’s death was clearly not chargeable
to remissness on the part of the Service. The schooner was on her way
from Clarke’s Island, Maine,to New York with a cargo of granite, when
overtaken by the terribly disastrous easterly gale and snow-storm of
January 8 and 9. She was making for Watch Hill Channel in an en-
deavor to reach the shelter of Stonington Harbor, in Fisher’s Island
Sound, or the safer haven of New London, a few miles beyond, when
the ominous roar of the surf burst upon the ears of the startled crew.
It was then about 6 o’clock, but the morning was so intensely dark
and the snow so thick and blinding that it was impossible to distin-
guish objects twenty yards away. The helm was instantly put hard
down in an effort to luff to the wind and claw off, but it was too late,
and before the vessel could respond she was in the breakers. The cap-
tain, seeing that she must strike, and that it would be impossible to
remain on deck, called to his subordinates to take to therigging. This
warning was not a moment too soon, for they had scarcely reached the
main rigging when the schooner thumped on the bottom, and she was
immediately boarded by the seas, which completely buried her in a
smother of foawn, the spray from which flew half-mast high. In fact the
men, when but twenty or thirty feet from the deck, narrowly escaped
being washed away. The mate, who was uppermost, suggested that
they move up into the cross-trees, and the poor fellow was about doing
this when the schooner took a sudden plunge shoreward and struck a
second time with such force that the shock literally flung him from
the rigging into the angry waters beneath, and he was swept out of
of sight. He disappeared in a moment. It is a wonder they were not
all thrown off. The two others succeeded, however, in gaining the cross-
trees, and as the vessel became steady, as she filled with water, they
were comparatively safe. The schooner had stranded about a mile and
three-quarters east of the Watch Hill Station, (Third District,) and was
discovered an hour later by the east patrol (Surfman Clark) as he re-
turned over his beat to the station. Clark immediately hurried forward
with the alarm, and in half an hour the crew were on the way with the
beach-apparatus. It was a toilsome drag through the deep snow drifts,
but with the aid of a team, which the keeper sent for upon setting out
and which joined them when half way, the place was reached at 9 o’clock.
The schooner lay head on, about two bundred feet frour the shore, with
the surf breaking all over her. The first shot carried the line forward
of the foremast and over the jib-stay, where it could not be reached. At
the second fire the line passed between the fore-topmast and the back-
stays, and lodged on the spring-stay. The sailors got hold of it and
bauted the whip outiis far as the fore eross-trees, where the block caught,
and they conld not dislodge it.  The lines were therefore hauled back
by the station crew and a third shot fired.  This time the line passed
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between the masts and fell on the captain’s arm, as he reached out to
catch it. The distance being short the whip and the hawser were soon
rigged, and in half an hour from the time of the station crew’s arrival
the two survivors were drawn safely ashore in the breeches-buoy. They
remained at the station for several days, until the cargo was recovered
and the wreck stripped of rigging and sails.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER T. B. WITHERSPOON.

The seventh fatal wreck of the year was that of the three-masted
schooner T. B. Witherspoon, of Camden, Maine, which occurred off the
southerly shore of Nantucket Island,Massachusetts,(Second District,) on
the 10th day of January, 1886, during the memorable storm of that date.
It was, with one exceptior, (that of the Austrian bark Kraljevica,) the
most disastrous casualty within the scope of the operations of the Service
during the year, seven persons losing their lives. From the report of
the ofticer who was dispatched to the scene to ascertain the facts it ap-
pears the schooner was bound from Surinam, Guiana, to Boston, Mas.
sachusetts, with a eargo of sugar and molasses. She had a crew of
seven men, aud the mate’s wife and child were also on board, the latter
a boy of five years. Of these nine but two were saved, the mate and
one of the seamen. The schooner had scudded before the gale under
bare poles for two days prior to midnight of Saturday, the 9th, at which
time the wind suddenly shifted to the westward and blew with in-
creased fury, accompanied by snow and sleet. It was a terrible night. A
few hours later (Sunday morning, the 10th) a light wassighted on the star-
board bow. The captain, believing this to be the Montauk Point light,
to make which he had, as he supposed, shaped his course, at once kept
off to the eastward, thus bringing the light on the port bow. Shortly
after this, or at about 5 o’clock, the schooner struck bottom, with break-
ers on every hand. An attempt was instantly made to put canvas on
the vessel to work her offy but the sails and rigging being covered with
ice this was found impracticable. She was off the south shore of Nan-
tucket on whatis known as Weedweeder Shoal ; the light-taken for Mon-
tauk being in reality the one on Sankaty Head at the eastern end of
the island. The schooner was thus over a hundred miles out of her
reckoning.  She pounded along the shoal before the wind and sea to
the eastward for some distance, and finally fetched up, two hundred
and fifty yards from the shore, in the vicinity of Little Mioxes Pond, a
mile and a half west of the Surfside Life-Saving Station, and there she
was shortly afterwards discovered by Surfman Freeman as he returned
over his beat from the westward. Keeper Veeder, who had gone up
into the lookout on the roof, saw Freeman harrying along and waving
his hands to give the alarm, and a moment later the snow thinned off
Just long enough to reveal the vessel’s masts.  Knowing from the bear-
ing that shic must be ashore he hastened down and apprised his men, and
by twenty minutes to 8 o’clock, after a hard and fatiguing march againsg
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the flying sand and snow driven directly in their faces by the gale, the
party arrived abreast of the wreck with the beach-apparatus. The surf
resulting from the cxceptionally severe gales of the preceding days was
extremely high, old surfmen pronouncing it the most dangerous they had
seen on that coast for years. There was also a strong set or current to the
eastward, alongshore. The ill-fated craft lay broadside to thebeach with
her head to the east and the seas were sheeting over her in all directions
and deluging the deck from one end to the other, the spray at times flying
masthead hlgh and freezing wherever it struck. Her crew had for the
most part sought refuge below ; in fact it was thought when the station
crew first arrived and until the people showed themselves that there
was not a soul left on board. Besides the life-saving crew there quickly
congregated upon the scene, regardless of the weather, fully three
hundred men, all ready and anxious to aid in rescuing the people from
the wreck. The question of launching a boat was eagerly discussed,
but the opinion was universal that such a course was impracticable. A
boat could not live alongside the schooner a moment, even if it got off.
Some of the people on the wreck had taken to the rigging since the
crowd commenced to gather, while the rest remained below. Keeper
Veeder and his crew promptly commenced operations, and in a few
minutes from the time of their arrival had shot a line over the schooner’s
spanker- boom topping-lift, the bight falling into the arms of one of the
men in the mizzen rigging. This man was soon joined by others from
below and all taking lhold they hauled away until the whip-block was
almost within their grasp when, owing to the strong current which
bowed the line far to the leeward and made the work very slow and
difficult, all but the two men who were originally in the rigging aban-
doned the task and returned below, the poor fellows appearing to be
used up and unable to do anything further. This was doubtless due
to their having come direct from the tropics; they could not staud the ex-
treme cold and were almost perished. Upon ceasing their efforts the
strain upon the line was found to be so great that they slacked it almost
entirely out again. When operations thus came to a stand the life-saving
crew walked with both parts of the whip up the shore to the windward
s0 as to be able to slack it, and then motioned to the people on board to
“haul again on the line. By this method the sailors managed a second
time to draw the tail-Dlock almost within reach, when, to the dismay of
everybody, the shot-line suddenly snapped in twain from chafing against
the rigging, through which it had been led to enable the men to pull on
it to greater advantage. This was the first disheartening episode for
the station crew. They had, as they thought, the people almost within
their saving control, when by the breaking of the line the opportunity
was lost and the work had to be done over again. The second shot car-
ried the line to precisely the same place as the first and four men got hold
of it and were doing very welly the block having almost reached then,
when the shot-line again broke from the same cause as before. One of the
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sailors, whohad been the most activein the effort to haul oft the whip and
who bad hold of the shot-lincoutsideof the rigging when it broke, was by
this accident jerked overboard. Hemaintained his grip on the line for
a few moments, but before the life-savers could pull him ashore he let go
and disappeared. The breaking of the line twice in succession and the
drowning of the very man upon whom depended in a great measure the
rigging of the gear was well calculated to increase the anxiety of the
throng on the beach, and they crowded about the station crew with all
manner of suggestions, many of them utterly impracticable. It should
be mentioned that by this time the surf-boat had been brought down
from the station. A life-raft belonging to the Massachusetts Humane
Society had also arrived, together with a wrecking-boat belonging to
the agent of the underwriters, but neither could be used in such a sea.
The day had advanced and it was now near noon. Nothing daunted by
the previous failures Keeper Veeder fired a third line to the wreck. 1t
wags secured by the only sailor in the rigging able to do anything, the two
near him being motionless and apparently dead. He descended to the
deck, passed the line forward outside of the rigging, and after making it
fast to the fore rigging stepped into the forward house and prevailed
upon the man he found there to come to his aid. The second man, who
it was afterwards learned was the mate, had but a short time previous
been seen to emerge from the cabin and rush forward into the house.
These two, with such assistance as could be given them from the shore
by the surfmen and others walking with the line to windward, as before,
and then slacking it into the water, managed to get the breeches-buoy,
which Veeder had attached to the bight of the line. But here came
auother halt; the men upon securing the buoy seemed at a loss what to
do withit. They simply made it fast and then stood for some time watch-
ing the shore as though not knowing what to do next. They finally re-
commenced hauling upon the shot-line in an attempt to reach the whip.
The latter was drawn a part of the way oft when the heavy strain due to
the current bowing it far to the leeward again snapped the small shot-line
in two. Another line was thrown by the station crew as quickly as
possible, but it lodged over the main-topmast stay, between the masts,
some fifty or sixty feet from the deck and too high for them to climb
for it. They were evidently unable to doso. Seeing no attempt made to
reach it Keeper Veeder ordered it hauled back. Assoon as it could be
faked on the sand it was fired again, but it broke in its flight and the shot
was lost. The next time the gun was aimed low, and it lodged the line
across the schooner’s rail. The same two who had hauled the buoy off,
in fact the only living people to be seen on the wreck, now repeated the
operation of hauling, and after a hard and tedious task at last succeeded
in getting the tail-block and making it fast to the mast. The hawser
then followed and the people on shore were breathing freer, thinking
that several, if not all, the shipwrecked crew might yet be saved, when
a now difficulty arose: the whip, where bent to the hawser, was frozen
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so stifily the two men could not cast it adrift. This was necessary to
be done before the gear coulil be operated.  The hawser was, however,
set taut on shore, and when Keeper Veeder found the sailors could not
free the whip he bent the bight of it to a second breeches-buoy, and, by
making signs, succeeded in getting the men to haul it off. It should
be stated that in the meantime, at the urgent entreaty of many in the
crowd, an effort had been made by means of the shot-line, before the
whip was drawn off, and with the aid of oars, to launch the raft,
Veeder and some of his men assisting. The raft was barely more than
afloat when a tremendous sea broke over it, knocked the oars from the
men’s grasp, swept two of the rowers into the surf, and drove the raft,
like a chip, high and dry upon the beach. The two men narrowly
escaped with their lives. But this was no more than Veeder ex-
pected. He saw the utter impossibility of getting off when he yielded
to the clamor of the crowd to make the attempt. It was after this that
the whip and the hawser were sent off. The day was now far spent
and it was almost dark. As the crowd watched the movements of the
two men in the dim light of the evening they at last had the satisfac-
tion of seeing one of them, who turned out to be the mate, Burdick
Berry, the more badly frost-bitten of the two, get into the buoy. It
will be remembered that the bend in the whip had not been cleared.
‘When, therefore, Berry was in readiness his companiou hoarsely shouted
“hanl ashore,” and the work of actual rescue began. The sailor, whose
name is Charles Wulff, slacked in on the off-shore part of the whip,
while those on the beach drew Mr. Berry ashore through the surf.
Willing hands at once wrapped the sufferer in blankets, lifted him into
a carriage that was in waiting, and he was driven rapidly to the station.
The other man, meantime, unaided by any one on board, hauled the
buoy off again and then getting into it himself, he also was brought
safely from the wreck. The life-saving crew and those assisting them
had done their bravest and their best since 8 o'clock in the morning
under the most trying and discouraging circumstances, and by night-
fall had saved but two persons from the schooner. From these two
the sad truth was then learned that the others were beyond human aid;
the rest of their shipmates and Berry’s wife and child were dead. Arriv-
ing at the station the wet and frozen garments of the two men were re-
moved, and with a warm, dry outtit from the box of clothing donated
Ly the Women’s National Relief Association, they were put to bed and
given such attention as was possible until a physician could be sent for
to dress their frost-bitten limbs. As the poor fellows gradually re-
eovered from the effects ot their long exposure and from the shock in-
cident to their terrible passage through the surf, they told more fully,
but in dejected tones, how their comrades had given up one by one to
dic on the very threshold, as it were, of their homes. The first to perish
was the sailor already mentioned who fell overboard upon the breaking
of the shot-line. Two others, Capt. Alfred II. Anderson and one of the
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seamen, had frozen to death in the rigging, the body of the captain drop-
ping overboard, while the other, coated with ice, remained until it was
recovered the next day, when the sea had abated sufliciently to permit
the surf-boat to go off. The other four, including the mate’s wife and
little one, died in the cabin during the forenoon while the efforts for
their rescue were in progress. It is stated that the death of Mrs. Berry
and her child was very affecting. The water in the cabin was waist
deep; in it were the bodies of two men, the steward, & West-Indian
negro, and one of the sailors who had early given up in despair, and in
the midst of this scene of horror, with the farniture and débris swash-
ing from side to side with the rolling of the vessel in the surf, stood the
mate with his child in one arm while with the other he supported his
dying wife who stood beside him in the icy water. The latter, poor
creature, could not withstand such a terrible ordeal, and ere long she
succumbed and died, her parting words to her faithful spouse being,
*“I mast leave you!” ere she lost consciousness. The child at the sight
" of its poor dead mother clung the more closely to its grief-stricken’
father, and in terror lisped out the pati.ctic appeal, ¢ Papa! won’t God
take us ashore ?” It survived the mother but a short time. The dis-
consolate husband and father, now doubly bereft, rushed on deck and
sought refuge in the forward house, where he lay down and doubtless
would soon also have died but for the seaman Wulff, who aroused him
and urged him to do something for their mutual safety. It was he
whom the people on shore had seen emerge from the cabin and run for-
ward as previously stated in this narrative. The two survivors re-
mained at the station and were hospitably entertained for four days or
until sufficiently able to leave for the main-land. Their vessel became
a total wreck. In concluding his report, the officer who investigated
this sad affair says: ¢ No better work under the circumstances could
have been done than Veeder and his crew did that memorable day; and
when it is related that a vessel was wrecked near the Surfside Station
and seven out of nine of her crew perished, it will also be told that the
life-saving crew did their whole duty.”

WRECK OF THE BARK KRALJEVICA.

A pecaliarly tragic wreck, and one that deeply thrilled the dwellers
on the Atlantic seaboard, was that of the Austrian bark Kraljevica,
which occurred on the morning of February 11, 1886, not far from the
Barnegat Life-Saving Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey.
The bark was a vessel of seven hundred and nineteen tons, bound
from Marseilles to New York with a cargo of salt in bulk, and she had
a crew of fourteen men, the captain included. At the time of her dis-
aster she was running with all sail set before a strong northeast wind.
The thick darkness was greatly increased by a dense fog. An anxious
watch was kept on deck for Barnegat light, but though its splendid
brilliance should have made it visible the impenetrable murk prevented



40 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

the least sign of it from being apparent. The vessel continued to drive
ahead under her ghostly cloud of canvas when suddenly —it was then
half-past 1 o’clock—there was a frightful rebound, a great crash of
breaking wood, and the vessel stood staggering with the water flying
all over her. She had struck on the south side of Barnegat Shoals.

The confusion of harsh noises was instant and great—the swashing
blows of the sea, the violent slatting of the sails, the straining and
creaking of the spars, the groaning and grinding of the hull in the gripe
of the shoal. But above all, the men on board heard the turbulent ir-
ruption of the water below decks, dreadfully signifying that the bottom
was rent and that destruction was entering. There was nothing to be
done but to make preparations for leaving the ship. The long-boat was
got ready. The captain took nothing but his instraments, but at the
last moment went down into the cabin to get some money he had left
there. The influx of the water had now so increased that just as he

,Was entering the ficod burst up the cabin floor and he made haste to
retreat without getting the money. It was evident that the vessel was
breaking up, and the long-boat was at once launched and rowed off
with the fourteen men on board. It was half-past 2 o’clock when
they thus put off from the great slouching bulk lying there aslant in the
fog and darkness with the cataracts sheeting over her.

At that time the sea was moderate and the men made no attempt to
land, but drifted for hours over the dark water, the wind and current,
however, carrying them along the coast and towards the shore. It was
not until the foggy daylight made the beach dimly visible that the head
of the boat was turned in that direction. All went well until they en-
tered the commotion of waters on the bar. This was the second shock of
catastrophe. The boat was suddenly twirled over and over, half a dozen
times in succession, and all hands were engaged in a frantic struggle for
life. Eight of them struck out to swim to the shore and were speedily
drowned. The captain and five of the sailors clung to the capsized
boat, and after a long and desperate struggle to maintain their difficult
hold managed to gain the beach, almost dead with exhaustion, about
half past 8 o’clock.

The point of landing was about a mile below the Ship Bottom Station
and nine miles from the wreck. In the heavy swathing of the fog the
station was not, visible, but presently the forlorn group of shipwrecked
sailors descried the chimney and gable end of a gunner’s hut aboat two
handred yards behind the beach hills. They approached and, finding
the place locked, forced an entrance. To their great joy they found the
hut well supplied with fuel and water, potatoes, corned beef, matches,
and tobacco. A fire was lighted, the food cooked and eaten, their clothes
hung up to dry, and taking advantage of the bedding the place con-
tained the worn and beaten castaways were soon lost in a deep sleep.

It was in the intervals of the passage of the beach patrols that the
approaching boat-load of men capsized, and there had been none'to wit-
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ness their agonized struggle for life in the dark commotion of the surf
and undertow. The sea had speedily effaced the great trample of foot-
prints the survivors had left upon its margin in escaping, and the rising
tide soon equally expunged their tracks across the beach on their way
to their place of shelter. No trace was left of anything that had hap-
pened. The men saved lay behind the closed door of the hut in the
dull sleep of exhaustion; the bodies of their comrades, hardly more in-
aminate, tossed aimlessly beneath the waves.

‘While this sad drama was in progress another was being enacted in
the immediate vicinity of the wreck, in which three of the surfmen of
the Barnegat Station added their names to the steadily increasing
roll of brave men and true, belonging to the Service, who have offered
up their lives a sacrifice to the cause of humanity. It should have been
said that the crew of the Kraljevica, before leaving their vessel, had
burned for a brief space what is called a ftash-light, with the faint hope
that it might attract the attention of some one on the shore. As the
vessel was a half mile off and the weather was thick it was impossible
to see her in the foggy darkness, although the patrols of the Barnegat
Station had reported flashes of light in the offing, dimly discernible,
which they supposed was a vessel’s signal or perhaps distant lightning.
The flashes appeared such a long way off, however, that it was impossi-
ble to arrive at any definite conclusion regarding them. The matter
nevertheless made such an impression that it became the sole topic of
conversation af the breakfast table which the men sat down to at half-
past 5, and the result was that as soon as the meal was finished Keeper
Ridgway and his trusty assistant, the No. 1 surfman, John I. Soper,
went out on the beach, before it was yet light, and remained there on
the lookout seaward until the day dawned. Then, sure enough, they
caught a glimpse through the fog of a square-rigged vessel, a bark evi-
dently, on the southerly cdge of the shoals. This was the Kraljevica.
She bore a little south of east from the station. The men hurried back
to give alarm and order out the boat. While the crew were getting
ready and before leaving the station, Ridgway telephoned the news to
Keeper Grimm of the next station south, (Loveladies Island,) and re-
quested him to come up with his men, adding that no apparatus would
be needed,.as he proposed using his boat, a new one of approved mode]
recently received from Greenport, Long Island. The tide being low and
the time, therefore, the best that could be chosen for going off, Ridgway
and his men, without waiting for the Loveladies Island crew to arrive,
ran the boat down into the surf and put off. This was at twenty min-
utes to 6. Keeper Joel H. Ridgway took the steering-oar and the
following surfmen were at the oars: John I. Soper, Solomon Soper,
William C. Inman, Samuel F. Perrine, Cornelins D. Thompson, and
Henry Reeves, all tried and experienced men. There was a high sea
tumbling in from the northeast, and with it came a strong set or cur-
rent along the shore, the latter an invariable accompaniment of a north-
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cast wind on that coast.  The Loat got off with but little difliculty, the
place where the men launched being somewhat sheltered by the shoals
which trend off southeast from the inlet. When, however, the first
line of breakers was reached the men encountered a sea much higher
and vastly more dangerous than anything they had anticipated. The
survivors say it was the ugliest surf they had met for yeais, the boat
at times, as it mounted the huge ridges of water, rising to an almost
perpendicular position and threatening to topple over backwards. In
fact, Ridgway himself, as he guided the boat, had several narrow escapes
from' being tossed over the stern by his steering-oar when the boat
would be forced violently backward by the seas. Under such condi-
tions, with the sea steadily increasing, the progress of the boat was very
slow. The men succeeded, however, in spite of many obstacles, in pull-
ing to within fifty yards of the wreck, when it became evident that she
was abandoned, one of her Hoats being gone and not a soul to be seen on
deck. The bark had settled deeplyin thesand, the sea was breaking com-
pletely over her, and she already showed signs of breaking up. Ridgway
would fain have kept on to the vessel, where he could have made fast and
given his crew a breathing spell, preparatory to the ordeal ot again bat-
tling with the surf on the return trip, but the men were so exhausted by
their arduous work at thooars that this was found impossible; the boat
could not be forced against the sea any farther. Under these circun-
stances he decided to back in towards the beach. This operation re-
quired much skill and caution, but it was his only course, other than run-
ning in before the sea, which would be vastly more dangerous. 1t proved,
however, such slow work on account of their having so frequently to pull
ahead to meet the heaviest of the seas, that Ridgway finally determined,
after consulting the stroke oarsman, John I. Soper, to turn the boat’s
head shoreward and run direct for the beach. It should be stated that
the boat had been half swamped repeatedly, and this, besides making
it heavy and unwieldy, had in & measure crippled the crew, as it was
necessary for one man to lay in his oar and keep the bailing bucket in
operation dipping the water out. The keeper watched his opportunity
and at the proper moment quickly slued the boat around, and then giv-
ing the word to his men to pull together he sped his craft shoreward, so
that before the next run of heavy breakers reached hLim he had gained
a distance of about a hundred and fifty yards. The boat was then held in
check until that danger had passed, when a second dash was made which
lessened the disfance another hundred yards. This was very well, but
they were approaching the worst place of all, where the breakers werc
continnous and there was no chance tododge them. The only course was
to hold the boat against the heaviest combers and let them rush by in
their mad race for the shore. And now came the fatal moment; the boat
was half way in from the wreck and the brave little band were doing
their best in the wild turmoil of waters when to their utter dismay, and
to the horror of their comrades who were watching them from the shore,
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& towering wave reared its frowning crest close astern and so hollow
that the boat could not Mse to it.  An instant later there came a thun-
dering roar as tons upon tons of water broke with savage impetuosity
upon the boat, twirled it round broadside to and rolled it over and over
like a chip, the men being thrown out in all directions. A struggle
for life followed; one of the men, Samuel F. Perrine, must have been
stunned or killed instantly, as his limp and lifcless body drifted oft with
the current, not the slightest effort on his part being noticed by the rest.
His body was recovered an hour later by the Loveladies Island crew a
mile or more to the southward, with an ugly bruise across the face
which told plainly that he had been thrown in violent contact with
probably the gunwale of the boat or the blade of an oar. The rest at-
tempted to regain the boat, but soon abandoned the idea upon secing
that it kept turning over and over in the surf, and instead struck out
for the shore, although the survivors freely stated afterward that they
had very little hope of getting there. It was a terrible ordeal from
first to last, the men declaring that although buoyed uap by their cork life-
preservers the waves tumbled in in such wild confusion over their heads
as to keep them sabmerged half the time and give them scarcely a chance
to breathe. Keeper Ridgway and Surfman Thompson were the first to
reach the beach,after struggling bravely for twenty-five or thirty min-
utes. In that time they were swept by the current fully a mile from
where the boat upset. They were at one time quite close in but the
strong undertow cut them out again. When next, however, they suc-
ceeded after much exhausting effort in nearing the beach, the men
of the other station rushed out waist deep and brought them safely to
terra firma. These two, with a little assistance, were able to walk to the
station. Surfman Reeves was rescued some distance further south, and
Surfman Inman got ashore still further away. Reeves, although much
exhausted, was soon revived, but Inman was so far gone he had to be
carried to the station, where restoratives were applied for over two
hours Lefore he came to. The rest were dead when taken from the
water. John Soper, an excellent swimmer, did bravely uutil he was
within fifty yards of the beach, when he was swept far out again by an
eddy of the current and he shortly thereafter succumbed from exhaus-
tion, the men on shore who were watching him seeing his head sink
forward upon his breast and from that moment he made no further
effort. The poor fellow was quite dead when dragged from the surf.
Solomon Soper, a much older man than the rest, lost consciousness and
died very soon after the boat capsized, doubtless also from exhaust-
ion after such.fatiguing labor at the oar. The surf-boat, than which
there is probably none better on the coast, drifted ashore a mile and a
half from the place of the accident. Three of tho bottom planks were
split and it was also damaged otherwise. It may be said that notwith-
standing their terrible experience the confidence of the surviving life-
savers in their boat was not diminished in the least. They all agree
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that no ordinary surf-boat could have withstood such an overwhelming
seity no matter what the model. 1t has been stated that the bark ex-
hibited signs of breaking up at daybreak when the life-saving crew
approached her. Some idea of the destructive force of the sea may be
had from the fact that by 3 o’clock in the afternogn, or less than four-
teen hours after she struck, not a vestige of her was to be secn on the
shoals. She had gone entirely to pieces and the fragments were scat-
tered along the beach for miles.

A singular circamstance connected with this wreck is the fact that
the presence of the surviving Austrians was not known to a soul until
the following day, it being supposed in the meantime that every man had
perished, one body, that of a seaman, being found midway between the
Ship Bottom and Long Beach Stations. It should lere be stated that
the chain of crews between Barnegat and Little Egg Harbor Inlets
were thoroughly on the alert, the news of the calamity having been tele-
phoned down the line early in the day and the men requested to search
for the bodies. The six Austrians who reached theshore did not emerge
from the hut in which they sought refuge until the morning of the 12th,
when, after many hours ot refreshing sleep, they bethought,it time to
look about them with the view of finding an avenue of escape to the
main-land. Upon retracing their path of the day previous to the surf.
shore, the tide being out, they saw the foot-prints of the patrol, and fol-
lowing these soon overtook Surtman Oliver P. Inman, of the Ship
Bottom Station, who conducted them to his station, where they were
comfortably provided for and given such clothing as they needed from
the supply humanely placed at the keeper’s disposal by the Women’s
National Relief Association. The five sailors were sheltered until the
14th, when passage was given them across the bay en route to New York,
the captain remaining a few days longer to dispose of what was saved
of the wreck. But three of the bodies of their lost comrades were
recovered, the one already mentioned and two others. One of these,
the body of the carpentér, was washed ashore near the Little Egg
Station, eight miles from where the boat upset in the surf and sev-
enteen or eighteen from the wreck. Itthusappears that the total num-
ber of lives lost was eleven; eight of the Kraljevica’s crew and three
of the station men. It was the most disastrous wreck of the year.
The three lost surfmen had served for many years at the Barnegat
Station. They were noted alike for their bravery and faithfulness to
duty, and the Service by their death suffers an irreparable loss. They
each left a widow, and one of them, John I. Soper, left two children;
a third child being born after his death. Under the provisions of the
act of May 4, 1882, the Department is enabled to carry the names of
these widows and children on the pay-rolls of the Service for a period
of two yvears, the amount paid to each family being equal to what the
deceased husband and father would have received inlife. The funeral,
which took place afew days after the wreck, was the occasion of one of
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the most touching and iwpressive demonstrations ever known in that
vicinity. People flocked to the scene from all the adjacent villages,
and the little Methodist Episcopal Church in Barnegat Village was .
crowded to overflowing with sympathizing neighbors and friends as-
sembled to pay a last tribute of respect and esteem to the gallant dead.

THE CAPSIZING OF A FISHING SKIFF.

The next case during the year was the drowning of a young fisher-
man named James Edward Kipp, of Asbury Park, New Jersey, on the
15th day of March, 1836. The accident occurred through the swamp-
ing of a boat in the surf a few hundred yards south of the Deal Station
(Fourth District.) Young Kipp and his father, Charles E. Kipp, were
returning from their trawls off-shore in a small surf-boat. They were
approaching the beach directly in front of the station in the company
of a skiff in which were two members of tha life-saving crew, who had
also been out setting trawls, when the son, observing that the surf was
quite heavy at that particular spot, suggested to his father that a land-
ing be made a short distance furthersouth in the locality known among
the fishermen as The Hole, where it appeared to be smoother. The elder
Kipp assented to this and they were just about to cross the bar, which
just there is three hundred feet from the shore, when a huge wave was
observed rolling in astern. The men instantly held water or backed
with their oars, hoping it would pass and break inshore of them. They
miscalculated their chances, however,as a moment later the wave broke
over the boat and swept the two men into the angry surf. The father
succeeded in regaining the boat, but not so the son. The latter was
fully fifteen feet away, battling in a vain struggle with the waves. Mr.
Kipp pushed an oar towards him and with words of encouragement
called to him to endeavor to reach the boat. But the poor fellow was
heavily clad, the weather being very cold, and he could not swim. Just
then another roller came thundering in and submerged them both.
‘When the father struggled to the surface and again clambered onto the
boat, which was now bottom up, his son was nowhere in sight. The
young man was not afterwards seen. In the meantime the station crew
had not been idle. The lockout, upon discovering the capsized boat
and giving the alarm, had been directed by the keeper to hasten to
meet the two surfmen who had just landed and push off with them to
the rescue. The latter until-that moment were unaware of the acci-
dent, their attention having been wholly occupied in bringing their own
little craft through the breakers. The keeper also, and another man,
had snatched up some life-belts and followed, arriving abreast of the
capsized boat almost as soon as the others. The surfmen by skillful
maneuver with the skiff succeeded in reaching Mr. Kipp just as he was
losing consciousness and brought him safely ashore. IIe was at once
conducted to the station, where the usnal restoratives were applied,

and in an hour or two he was all right. The father’s escape was a
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remarkably narrow one. Upon the affair being investigated he stated
that when picked up he was so benumbed and exhausted that he
was on the point of relaxing his hold on the boat. He expressed the
belief to the investigating officer that his son’s death was inevitable
from the moment he was thrown into the water, and that not a shadow
of blame could attach to the life-saving crew.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER BETA.

The wreck of the British schooner Beta, of Halifax, Nova Scotia,
follows next in the record. It occurred during the night of the Gth
of April, 1886, off Plum Island, Massachusetts, about four and a half
miles south of the Plum Island Station, (Second District.) ' Three
lives were lost, viz, the steward, Isaac Mills, and two children, Ella
M. Spearing and Cora M. Spearing, the former a little over three years
and the latter but eight months old. The schoouer, a craft of nearly
two hundred tons register, was on a voyage from Cheverie, Nova
Scotia, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of cord-wood, and she
had besides her regular crew of six men, two families as passengers,
there being two men and their wives and four children, making fourteen
persons all told. On the morning of the 6th, when a little to the east-
ward of Seguin Island, the schooner ¢ncountered a severe easterly gale,
which was accompanied by adriving rain and thick fog. The storm in-
creased to such violence that in the afternoon the captain, thinking he
had weathered Cape Ann, bore up towards the land, intending to make
a harbor. When the land was sighted, however, he found that he was in
the bight between Plum Island and Halibut Point, to the northward of
the cape. The vessel was at once hauled to the wind and an endeavor
made to beat off. But under close reefed sails and in such a heavy soa
it was impossible to accomplish anything and she sagged steadily to lee-
ward until she was near the breakers off Plum Island. In this extremity
both anchors were let go as a last resort, to keep her from driving ashore,
the people, when that was done, seeking shelter in the cabin. Although
the fated craft was now riding head to the wind and waves, and pre-
sented the least possible resisting surface to the fury, the strain was
greater than the anchors could withstand in their sandy bed and before
long she dragged onto the bar, which at that point is some two hundred
and fifty yards from the shore. Had she remained there it is altogether
likely that not a soul would have escaped, as she must have speedily
gone to pieces. It is fortunate, therefore, even in view of the calamity
that so soon followed, that the cables parted and she was driven
quartering upon the beach, with her stern off-shore. This occurred
some time after 9 o’clock. The vessel upon fetching up careened
heavily scaward. This made the situation of the people extremely
dangerous, as the waves dashing on the exposed after-deck soon burst
open the cabin doors and compelled them to come up and seek refuge
in the forward house. It was while they we doing this that the two
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children were lost. The night was intensely dark, there being no
moon, and the two male passengers, Joel and Amos Spearing, were
groping their way forward through the driving rain, each with a
child in his arms, when a tremendous sea broke on board and in the
bewilderment of the moment, as they struggled to maintain their
foothold on the slanted deck, the children were swept from their
grasp overboard and lost. It was a dreadful moment for the agonized
parents. All the rest reached the forward house and it was some time
later when the steward was lost. The poor fellow had taken refuge in
the boatswain’s locker, near the galley, and becoming numb and cold
from remaining so long in a constrained position in his wet garments,
he remarked to the rest that he was going on deck where he would be as
well off as below. Suiting the action to the word he had just emerged
from his place of shelter when the schooner gave a sudden lurch which
caused him to loosen his hold and he was swept overboard to leeward
and lost. Ilis son, the mate, in concert with the captain made a des-
perate but unsuccessfal attempt to save him, the effort nearly cost-
ing them their lives. Eleven souls were now left on the wreck, seven
men, two women, and two children. It appears that during the long
hours of that terrible night but one effort was made to signal for as-
sistance. A pillow was saturated with oil, but all attempts to ignite it
were futile. Had they succeeded it is extremely doubtful whether it
could have been seen more than fifty yards away. As the morning
advanced the rising tide drove the half-frozen people from their place
of shelter to the deck, where they clambered onto the remaining
portion of the deck-load between the forward house and the rai.
Their sufferings from this timo onward as they clung for hours to the
wreek and cast anxious glanees in the direction of the fog-hidden
shore were intense, the women and children being thinly clad, bare-
headed, and shoeless. Happily the day Lroke a: last, and with it came
relief. As soon as it was light enough to see it was found that the ves-
sel had been driven close enough in for some of the sailors to drop from
the martingale rigging into quite shallow water. These men took with
them the end of a rope. The women and children were then lowered
from the jib-boom into the arms of those ashore aund carried beyoud
reach of the waves, after which the rest found but little difficulty in.
reaching the shore also. When all were landed the party sought
shelter behind the sand-hills which form the crest of the beach, where
they extemporized a tent with a piece of one of the tattered sails. They
also kindled o fire. The fog was yet so dense that not the sign of a hab-
itation could be secen. The people breakfasted, therefore, uon uncooked
ham and some eggs obtained from the wreck. Thus in & measare re-
freshed, the captain and the mate set out in quest of aid.  They took the
wrong direction, however, to the south, and traveled three or four miles
before finding o house, that of Mr. Jackman, near the lower end of
the island.  They arrived there about 10 o'clock. In the mceantie a
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young man named Stevens, residing with his parents at what is known
as the Half way liouse, four miles south of the life-saving station and
a few hundred yards north of where the wreck lay, came down to the
beach in search of drift stuff washed up during the storm. He had not
traveled far when he discovered wreckage, and soon afterwards heard
the slatting of sails. Quickening his pace he shortly sighted the wreck.
As the tide was receding he climbed on board and found the schoouner
descrted. DBut the tell-tale rope with a bowline turned in the end, hang-
ing over the side, was evidence that some at least of the crew had es-
caped. Upon jumping ashore again he soon found their foot-prints and
in a little while was in the midst of the little party huddled about the fire
where they had been left by the captain. Quickly taking in the situa-
tion he gave the castaways a few words of encouragement and darted
off, returning ere long with a wagon, in which he conveyed the party
to his home, where warm clothing placed in his father’s charge by the
Morrimac Humane Society, of Newbuaryport, was distributed to those
most in need, the supply being insufficient to go round. It was very
soon after this that the station men arrived. The south patrol had
been doubled, owing to the storm, and the two men sighted the
schooner’s masts from near the end of their beat at 8 o’clock, during
a lift in the fog. One of them, William Pettingell, kept on, while the
other, Charles M. Noyes, hurried back to the station with the alarm,
the two Lefore separating coming to an understanding that if the life-
saving appliances were needed Pettingell should return at once. As
he found the people safe at the Half-way House and did not return
the rest of the crew joined him as quickly as they could. As soon
as he arrived and ascertained the people’s needs, the keeper dis-
patched two of the men back to the station for the clothing donated by
the Women’s National Relief Association,and in a few hours the ship-
wrecked people were all comfortably clad. Keeper Elliott also pro-
ceeded to Newbuaryport and conferred with the president of the Merri-
mac¢ Humane Society, who authorized every necessary provision for
their comfort at the expense of the society and arranged for their re-
moval from Mr. Stevens’s house to the Plum Island Hotel, where thoe
accommodations were more ample. They remained there until the 10th
(three days) and were then forwarded to Chelsca and Boston. The
body of Ella M. Spearing, the cldest of the two children, was recovered
on the 9th, threo miles south of the wreck, by a man residing in that
locality. The station crew patrolled the beach for several days in search
of the other bodies, but they were not found.

The circamstances surrounding this wreck and the escape of the sur-
vivors were made the subject of special inquiry, and in the light of the
evidence of the captain and the mate, as well as of others, the conclu-
sions of the investigating officer that, although the disaster occurred
but four and a half miles from the station, and technically withiu the
scope of its operations, the condition of the weather was such that no
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blame should rest upon the crew of the Plum Island Station, seem to
be well sustained. The wreck had occurred nearly two miles beyond
the patrol limit. There was no neglect on the part of the patrols, but
the fog and rain were 8o impenetrable that it was practically impossible
to see the vessel at such a distance.

CAPSIZING OF A SKIFF.

The next case was the drowning of George Nugent, on April 16, 1886,
in Chicago Harbor, near the breakwater, about half a mile from the
Chicago Life-Saving Station, (Eleventh District), Lake Michigan. It
occurred at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. Nugent and three companions
had gone out to the breakwater duck-shooting. Rainy weather setting
in, a man whose name is unknown, who was also out on the break-
water, engaged Nugent to pull him across the harbor to the city. Upon
Nugent’s return, his boat capsized as he was clambering on the break-
water and he fell overboard. He succeeded in getting hold of the boat
and called lustily for help. His cries being heard on board the steamer
- Wallula, which was anchored near by with a barge alongside, directly
in range with the station at the mouth of the river, her crew sprang
into their yawl and put off to his aid. Before they could reach him,
however, Nugent becoming exhausted relaxed his hold and sank out of
sight and was drowned. News of the accident reaching the life-saving
crew a few minutes later, from a passing tug, they manned their surf-
boat and hastened to the scene. They found nothing but the capsized
boat, which they towed to the station. The station grappling apparatus
was then got out and the crew made diligent but unsuccessful search
for the body until evening, when Nugent’s sorrowing comrades accom-
panied them back to the city. The next day, after a few hours’ search,
the remains were recovered and sent home. Considering the failure of the
Wallula’s crew to rescue the young man, although they were so near, it
is altogether unlikely that the station crew could have reached the spot
in time, even if they had seen him fall in, on account of the distance. As
it was, the place was entirely hidden from the view of the lookout by
the steamer lying between. It is clear, therefore, that they were not to
blame.

WRECK OF THE BRIG J. H. LANE.

The last fatal wreck of the year was one that may perhaps scarcely
be considered within the scope of the operations of the Life-Saving
Service. It was that of the brig J. H. Lane, of Searsport, Maine,
on the 19th day of April, 1886. She was wrecked off the coast of
Florida on a reef three-quarters of a mile from shore and about five
and a half miles to the southward of the Gilbert’s Bar House of Ref-
uge, (Seventh District.) Under these circumstances and in view of
the fact that no crew is employed at that station—simply one man as
keeper—the Service should not be held responsible for the fatality
attending the wreck. The brig was on a voyage from Matanzas, Cuba,
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to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with a cargo of molasses. She had a
crew of eight men, and one of these, the steward, Henry Whitlock, of
Portland, Maine, was drowned. She encountered heavy weather on the
" 16th, which drove her 8o near the coast that to avoid going ashore that
night she was brought to with both anchors down about three miles from
the beach, in which position she was discovered early the next morning
by the keeper of the Gilbert’s Bar House of Refuge, who,in the discharge
of his duty, was patrolling the Leach on the lookout for wrecks. The
weather continued stormy, with frequent heavy rain-squalls, and there
was a terrific sea running, but the brig managed to hold on until the
morning of the 19th, when she parted her cables at about half-past 1
o’clock, and drove on the reef, as previously stated, three-quarters of a
mile from the shore. Her situation was discovered by Keeper Bunker,
seven and a half hours later (9 A. M.), during atemporary cessation of
the rain. [Fortunately he was not alone, two men, named H. Q. Haw-
ley and Charles Wolf, bound down Indian River, which flows north
and south and is separated from the ocean by a narrow strip of bar-
ren sand beach, having sought shelter at the station from the storm
the day previous. These men promptly volunteered their aid in any-
thing the keeper might undertake, and accompanied him down the
_ beacl, the three arriving abreast of the brigat 11 o’clock. She lay with

her head to the north, and was heavily listed to starboard, oroft'shore,
with the seas breaking on deck and making the situation of her crew ex-
tremely dangerous. Itwasevidentshecould nothold togetber many hours
in such an exposed position, and as the surfon the beach was beeoming
smoother with the ebbing of the tide and it was the most fitting time to
attempt to land, the k eeper made signals to the people on the wreck to get
out their boat and come ashore. The boat was accordingly hoisted out,
although not without great Qifficulty and risk, and the crew shoved off.
They were immediately swept astern by the current and had just cleared
the brig’s quarter when a big sea caught the boat and whisked it bottom
up and all hands were thrown into the water. They all succeeded in
getting hold of the life-lines, which, through the foresight of the captain,
had been fitted around the boat’s ganwale before it was put overboard.
It was not long, however, before Henry Whitlock, the steward, lost his
hold and was swept away by the angry lood auddrowned. Several of the
others narrowly escaped a similar fate, being frequently washed off, but
they asoften succeeded in swimming back and regaining the rope. Itwas
in fact a Dbattle for life from the very outset, and the keeper, who was
powerless to aid them while yet they were so far out, could only watch
with breathless interest, expecting to see the poor fellows engulfed at
any moment. The currentswept the boat rapidly to the south, and the
heave of the sea was at the same time Lringing it gradually shoreward, so
that when two miles from the wreck the boat was almost in the breakers.
Keeper Bunker and his companions had kept abreast of the boat during:
its drift, and when the opportune moment arrived a Lold dash was re-
solved upon. The keeper had brought with him a heaving line, and fast-
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ening this about his waist he waded out into the surf, the two assistaits
holding the other end in readiness to pull him in when he gave the word.
‘Watching his chance he rushed out with a receding wave, grasped
one of the men clinging to the boat, and shouting to Hawley and Wolf to
pull away, he was drawn ashore withhis burden just as an immense wave
broke over his head and almost overwhelmed him. The first man saved
proved to be the captain. Again and again did the brave fellow venture
out in this manner until all seven of the survivors were brought safely to
the beach. They were almost perished from long exposure and scarcely
able to stand, and it now became a serious question how they were to
reach the station, seven or eight miles distant. Bunker had fortunately
put a flask of brandy in his pocket that morning upon setting out,
and this served to revive the men somewhat and enable them, after a
brief rest, to start on their toilsome journey. It was 5 o’clock in the
evening and the rain still sheeted down in torrents. The mate, a
son of the captain, became utterly prostrated when half way and had
to be left behind until the party got to within a mile and a half of the
house, when the keeper, leaving the others in charge of bis volunteer
asgistants, turned back for him, after instructing Hawley and Wolf
where to find provisions and the means of making o fire in case they
reached the house before he came up. By alternately carrying and
leading the mate, and frequently halting to rest he got him to the sta-
tion at 2 o’clock in the morning, where a good fire and a hot meal
awaited them. As soon as the people were sufficiently revived they
were provided with comfortable beds. A few hours’ rest restored the
shipwrecked crew completely, with the exception of one man, who was
threatened with congestion of the lungs. The prompt application of a
mustard plaster from the medicine chest soon, however, brought him relief.
After breakfast the keeper conveyed some of the party down the river in
hissail-boat to a point abreast of the reef, and it was then discovered that
the brig had broken up during the night, the beach for a long dis-
tance being strewn with the fragwents. Search was at once made for
miles along the shore for the steward’s body, but it was not found. The
sailors were hospitably cared for by the keeper until April 26, when they
left in their own boat, by way of the river, for the north, a sufficient sup-
ply of provisions being furnished to last thewm until their arrival at the
next house of refuge (Indian River), some twenty miles up the coast.
They reached the latter point the evening of the same day at 5 o’clock
and put up for the night with Keeper Stoeckel, who took proper care
of them and saw them off the next morning fully supplied with pro-
visions, en route for Titusville, seventy-two miles farther on, whence
they could take the train to New York. Before departing the brig’s
crew left the following acknowledgment with Keeper Bunker:

¢ GILBERT’S BAR, FLORIDA, April 23, 1886.
*“ We, the undersigned officers and crew of the brig J. H. Lane,
which stranded on a reef six miles south of the Gilbert’s Bar House of
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Réfuge, desire to express our heartfelt thanks to Samuel F. Bunker,
keeper of said station, also to H. Q. Hawley and Charles Wolf, who
gallantly assisted him. We would undoubtedly have perished either
in the surf or on the beach but for the efforts and courage of these brave
men,

¢« ALONZO SHUTE, Captain.

“ FRED. A. SHUTE, 1st Mate.

“ A, FUHRMAN, 2d Mate.

¢ JoH. MARTIN JAKOBSEN.

“JOUN AHLSKOG.

¢ ADRIAN KESSEL.

¢ FREDERICK JONES,”

L0SS OF KEEPER WILLIAM JONES. M

To the record of casualties for the year should be added the death by
drowning of Keeper William Jones, of the station at Racine, Wiscon-
sin, (Eleventh District,) which occurred on the afternoon of the 22d of
September, 1885. From the report of Lieut. J. H. Rogers, the dis-
trict inspector, who arrived at the station that morning on his regular
tour, and who witnessed the accident, it appears that he had inspected
the station and its equipment, and exercised the crew in the use of the
several life-saving appliances, including the life-boat. The lieutenant
had frequently been out with the crew in the surf-boat, and knew that
the men generally were expert in handling it, and as he was desirous
of taking the 1.45 P. M. train to Milwaukee, he had about decided not
to order that boatout. When, however, Keeper Jones suggested such
a drill, he assented, and concluded to take a later train. The boat,
therefore, at a quarter past 1 o'clock, after the men had had their
dinner, was ordered out for practice in launching and landing through
the surf. The wind was fresh from the northeast, and there was a mod-
erately rough surf tumbling in on the beach to the northward, or to wind-
ward of the harbor piers where the drill was to be had, but still the sea
was not so high as to cause any apprehension of disaster. In fact, the
men themselves said, after theaccident, that a twelve-foot Whitehall boat
could have goneoff. The chief element of danger was the current along
shore, which, from the direction of the wind, was likely to sweep the boat
directly towards the piers. The boat got afloat all right, but before it
could be rowed beyond the breakers it was forced by the current so
near to the north pier that the rebounding seas nearly swamped it, and
the men were compelled to back in to the beach to bail the water out.
It was evident to all that due allowance had not been made for the
strength of this current; so before launching the second time the boat
was hauled some distance up the shore to windward. The inspector also
cautioned Jones to head well up to the sea, so as to counteract as much
as possible the effect of the current. Notwithstanding all this, the boat,
when afloat, was again swept rapidly towards the north pier, and
Lieutenant Rogers made signals for it to retarn. These signals were
not heeded, however, and when the boat was within a hundred and
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fifty feet of the pier, a big sea, 1n its rebound from that structure,

caught it on the starboard bow and slued it broadside to the surf,

with its head to the north. A moment later, before the boat could be

recovered and its head pointed off shore again, another sea struck it and

turned it completely over and the crew were thrown floundering into

the water. This was at half-past 2, the accident occurring some three

hundred yards from the shore. All hands but the keeper immediately

swam for the beach, and with the aid of the bystanders with ropes they

were soon helped out. Keeper Jones, however, after clinging to the
boat for a moment or two, sank out of sight and was drowned. It is
supposed that he was injured in some way, either by the steering oar or
by being thrown violently against the boat. However that may have
been, his life-belt was torn from his body and it soon floated ashore with
the ties of stout webbing, by which it was fastened, broken. It seems
probable that the handle of his oar caught in the band as the boat went
over, and that it was thus wrenched in twain. It was satisfactorily
proven, beyond a doubt, that there was no defect in the webbing, as in
subsequent tests of its strength a strong man was unable by ordinary
means to break it. Although but a few months in the Service, Keeper
Jones had given abundant proof that he possessed all the qualities
requisite for so important a post, and his death is lamented as a great
loss. There is consolation in the reflection that the widow and two
fatherless children are not left entirely destitute; the provisions of the
eighth section of the act of May 4, 1882, being applicable in their case.
Under this act they are the recipients, for two years from the date of
his death, of the pay that he would have received during that period if
alive. Diligent search was made by his comrades by dragging the bed
of the lake along shore, and by diving in the vicinity of the pjers, but
the body of the unfortunate man was not recovered until October 1, nins
days afterwards, when it was washed ashore twelve or thirteen miles
to the southward of.where the boat upset and beyond the harbor of
Kenosha. Thus perished by this distressing accident a brave and faith-
fal man and a good keeper.

AWARDS OF MEDALS.

During the past year the Department has awarded medals in three
instances for heroism in saving life.

The first was a silver medal to Charles E. Biller, a you ng man re-
sidingin Newark, New Jersey, for rescuing Thomas O’Neil, of the same
city, from drowning in the surf at Ocean Grove, New Jersey, on the 16th
of August, 1884. It appears that Mr. Biller, who is an employé of the
Western Union Telegraph Company at Newark, was on an excursion to
Ocean Grove, and that, while strolling along the sea-shore at about
noon, in the company of a friend, he observed a commotion among the
bathers. It was also noticed by Biller and his companion, as they
hastened to the spot, that men were getting life-lines ready, as though
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preparing for a rescue. The reason for this excitement was soon appar-
ent. A young man was struggling with the waves about fifty yards
out from shore, and in danger of drowning. Biller, without & moment’s
delay, as soon as he heard the piteous cries for help, dashed through
the assembled multitude and out into the water, and by a few vigor-
ous strokes was quickly beside the drowning man, who by this time
was almost unconscions. He seized him with great dexterity, and
brought him near enough to the shore for others to wade out and
assist in drawing the man safely from the water. It appears that
O'Neil, who is an expert swimmer, had swum out to a boat about two
hundred and fifty yards from the shore, and was on his way back
when he was seized with cramps, and his cries for help attracted
the attention of the people on the beach. Mr. O’Neil states in his affi-
davit that he was utterly unable to use his limbs, and that he undoubt-
edly owes his life to Biller’s gallantry. Itis learned that Mr. Biller has
earned for himself an enviable reputation for life-saving work, being
credited with having rescued six others from watery graves prior to this
occasion. The first instance was in the summer of 1877, when, though
ayouth, he is said to have rescued three girls who had been upset from
a boat in the Passaic River, near Rutherford Parck, New Jersey. Heo is
also reported to have saved, on the 20th of June, 1883, a Mr. Benedict
and his two daughters from the surf at Brighton Beach, Coney Island.
His inability, however, to learn the whereabouts of these persons and
obtain their testimony prevented the Department from taking cogni-
zance of these cases.

The second award was a silver medal bestowed upon Mr. Joseph
Greenwald, of Saint Louis, Missouri, for- rescuing two persons from
drowniny in the Mississippi River. It appears from the evidence pre-
sented that on a certain morning in May, 1882, Mr. Greenwald, while
out rowing upon the river in a small racing shell, noticed a racing shell
similar to hig own, with one man in it, attempting to round Pittsburgh
Dike, a point on the Illinois shore, where the current was very swift
and dangerous, the river being very full and atleast twenty feet higher
than its ordinary level. The moment the shell encountered the full
strength of the current, as it opened the point, it was swamped and cap-
sized and its occupant, Alexander Malcolm, of Saint Louis, was thrown
out, and immediately sucked under by the eddying whirlpools. When
he reappeared at the surface, so rapid was the current, his shell had
been swept fully two hundred yards away from him, down-stream.
Mr. Greenwald at once headed for the spot, but a party of men in a
four-oared boat, which at that moment shot out from the bank, seeing
the frail shell that he was in, shouted to him to keep back and that they
would rescue the man. They did make several efforts to reach Mal-
colm, but the eddy was so strong they were unable to manage their
boat so as to get near him, and finally had to give up in despair. Mal-
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colm in the meantime had sunk several times and was fast losing his
strength, when Greenwald, who had watched the ineffectual efforts of
the men, at this moment bounded his shell into the midst of the whirl-
ing waters, and the instant Malcolm came to the surface extended an
oar to the drowning man who quickly grasped it and, by great dexter-
ity on the part of Greenwald, was drawn to the gunwale of the shell,
which was only saved from upsetting by Greenwald throwing his weight
to the opposite side, and the half-drowned man was pulled safely to the
shore. Witnesses aver that the rescue was effected by Mr. Greenwald
very skillfully and at the risk of his own life, the shell he himself was
in being no better fitted to cope with the eddying current than the one
from which Malcolm had been upset.

The second occasion was in the month of August, 1834. Mr. Green-
wald was bathing with some friends in a branch of the river which runs
between a small island and the Illinois shore, near the town of Cahokia,
the branch being about a hundred yards wide and fully twenty feet
deep. Greenwald and his companions saw a man leap into the water
from theopposite bank,and the next moment splash and flounder about
as though unable to swim. They at once struck ont, intending to swim
over to his assistance, but as the commotion soon ceased it was thought,
as the people on the shore near him made no outery nor effort to rescue
him, that he was all right, and they turned back. Asthe man did not,
however, reappear, Greenwald remarked to his comrades that he be-
lieved after all that he was drowning, and they all set out again.
Greenwald, being a rapid swimmer, reached the spot in advance of
the rest, and diving at once he fortunately grasped the man, brought
him to she surface, and swam with him to the bank, where, with the
aid of the others, he was lifted ashore. The poor fellow was nearly
gone, but with the prompt assistance of the bystanders he was speedily
resuscitated, and came out all right. Strange asit may seem, the brave
Greenwald never inquired the man’s name.

In both these instances death would certainly have resulted but for
Mr. Greenwald’s intrepidity, and the medal of the Service was worth-
ily bestowed.

The third award was a gold medal to James Larson, of Sister Bay,
Door County, Wisconsin, for the very gallant rescue, on the night
of October 16, 1880, ot the crew of seven men of the British bark
Two Friends, of Port Burwell, Ontario, wrecked in North Bay, a
small harbor on the Wisconsin shore, near the northerly end of Lalke
Michigan. It seems that a fleet of nearly thirty vessels had sought
refuge there from a heavy southerly gale, and among them was the Two
Friends, deeply laden with salt. Being the last to arrive, and as the
bay was crowded, she was compelled to anchor in an exposed berth
directly at the entrance, where the sea had an unbroken sweep from the
lake and it was very rongh. She came to with both anchors at 3 o’clock
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in the afternoon, and two hours later dragged ashore on the northerly
side of the bay, where she almost immediately swung broadside to the
sea and fell over on her starboard side, or off shore. Thus exposed, her
deck was in a very short time swept of everything movable, the cabin
was smashed in, the boat was washed from the davits and stove in
pieces on the rocky shore, and the crew were driven to the rigging.
Although several other vessels were aground up the bay none of their
people were yet ashore, and the only persons on the beach at that time
were James Larson, a fisherman of the locality, and his hired assistant,
Ole M. Rasmussen. They were before long, however, joined by the crew
of one of the other stranded vessels who had landed in their own yawl.
Larson begged their aid with their boat, but this was refused, the cap-
tain offering in excuse that his boat could not live in such a sea as was
running where the bark lay. They, however, aided him in an effort to
throw a small line to the vessel by means of a shot-gun, but the distance,
one hundred yards, was too great, and the attempt failed. This idea was
doubtless due to his previous training as a surfman at one of the life-
saving stations on that coast. With the approach of night a driving
snow-storm set in and as the vessel showed signs of breaking up, the situ-
ation of the people in the rigging became very alarming. The partyon
shore were now dropping off one by one to seek shelter, believing that
nothing further could be done until daylight next morning. This left
Larson and his comrade alone. The two remained some hours longer
watching the vessel and listening to the piteous cries of the people for
help, which could plainly Ye heard above the howling of the gale, until
the brave Larson could stand it no longer, and he resolved to get a boat
at all hazards and attempt the rescue alone, although Rasmuss?en, who
was himself a boatman, tried to dissuade him from it. It should be stated
that Larson’s own boat had been driven on the rocks by the gale and
damaged so badly that it was unfit for use. But for this he would
have ventured out soon after the bark struck. He at last succeeded at,
about 10 o'clock in borrowing a light, fourteen-foot clinker-built boat
from William Marshall, the superintendent of the North Bay prop-
erty, in spite of the remonstrances of several persons, among whom
were captains of vessels in the bay, who derided his earnestness and
characterized the project as foolhardy; some going so far as to say
that no one but a lunatic would think of going out to the wreck in such
a sea, and that he would surely lose his own life. In fact, so strong
was the opposition and the belief that Larson would be dashed back
against the rock-bound shore, that it was only when he offered to de-
posit with the owner the money value of the boat that he obtained
consent for its use. Undeterred by the many objections, he sent, for the
boat, which had to be carried some distance through the woods, and then
fastening a small line about his waist, he took his seat, and when a
favorable moment presented shoved off, and in seven trips brought the
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bark’s crew, one at a time, safely ashore, the cntire operation taking
him just one hour and a half. The last man was landed precisely at mid-
night. He had several narrow escapes, the boat being swamped no
less than five times, and the utmost difficulty was encountered in get-
ting the numbed and almost exhausted men off the wreck. This was
done by their lowering themselves from the jib-boom, it being too dan-
gerous for him to go alongside or even to lay in his oars. As the night
was bitter cold it is altogether improbiable that the men would have sur-
vived until morning, and in the light of the evidence presented no doubt
was entertained that their escape was due entirely to Larson’s daring
and self-sacrifice, and this was held to entitle him to the highest award
within the province of the Service to bestow. The grateful sailors
pressed him to accept a pecuniary reward, but this, although a poor
man, he chivalrously declined.

ESTABLISHMENT OF STATIONS.

The three stations located respectively at Morris Island, South Caro-
lina, and at Jupiter Inlet, and Santa Rosa Island, Florida, mentioned
in the last report as completed, have since received theirgquipments
and been put in operation, as have also two stations on Lake Michigan,
namely, at Holland, Michigan, and at Sturgeon Bay Canal, Wisconsin,
and five houses of refuge on the coast of Florida, located respectively
at Smith’s Creek, Mosquito Lagoon, Chester Shoal, Cape Malabar, and
Indian River Inlet. New stations arein course of construction at North
Scituate, Massachusetts, and at Frankfort, Pent Water, White River,
and South Haven, Michigan. The first named station is nearly com-
pleted. The fourlatter,under the terms of the contract for theirerection,
should have been completed on the 24th of March last, but by reason
chiefly of delays on the part of the contractor are still far, behind.

REBUILDI]Q, REPAIR, AND IMPROVEMENT OF STATIONS.

The station at Ocean City, New Jersey, which was being rebuilt at
the date of the last report, has been completed. The station on the
west side of Block Island, Rhode Island, and those at Ditch Plain and
Georgica on Long Island have been reconstructed and enlarged, and
a keeper’s dwelling has been erected for the Shoalwater Bay station
on the coast of Washington Territory. Contracts have also been entered
into for rebuilding the Shark River and Townsend’s Inlet Stations on
the coast of New Jersey, and for the repair and enlargement of nine sta-
tions on the coast of Massachusetts and twenty on the coast of Long
Island, to meet the requirements for more room for additional apparatus
and equipment and the demand for more comfortable quarters for the
men.
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BURNING OF THE SALMON CREEK STATION.

The life-saving station at Salmon Creck, (Ninth District,) Lake On-
tario, New York, was destroyed by fire on the night of the 27th of
March, 1886, between 10 and 11 o’clock. The station had been closed
all winter and the keeper, who resides about half a mile distant, had
on that day received an order to enlist his crew in readiness for re-
opening on April 1st. This order had been complied with, and the
keeper bad laid in a supply of provisions, everything when he with-
drew and locked the doors shortly after 6 in the evening appearing
to be all right. At about 11 o’clock that night he was aroused from
sleep by a neighbor with an alarm of fire, down by the lake, in the
direction of the station. The fire was supposed to be at Wright’s
Hotel, not far away. Keeper Chapman immediately hastened to the
scene in the company of his neighbors, and then found that it was the
station itself on fire. .The outbuildings were even then almost des.
troyed, so rapid had been the progress of the flames. Upon opening
the door of the main building, on the opposite side, to procure fire-
buckets, the men were driven back by the sudden outburst of smoke
and flames from within, and their efforts were futile. The fire in the
main buildthg seemed to be independent of that on the outside, and
this led to the belief that it was of incendiary origin. The station,
with its outfit, was entirely destroyed, not an article being saved,
Active efforts have been made to discover the guilty party, but thas

. far without success.

BOARD ON LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES.

A meeting of the Board on Life-Saving Appliances was held in Buf-
falo, New York, during the first week in September, at which a large
amount of business was transacted. A full report of the proceedings,
and the conclusions of the Board will be found in the latter part of this

volume.
THE WOMEN’S NATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

The invaluable benefit to the survivors of shipwreck of the supplies
of clothing, delicate food, &c., furnished the stations by the Women’s
National Relief Association has been set forth in all the reports of the
Service issued since the organization of the association in 1880. The
usefalness of these stores in mitigating the distress of the victims of
marine disaster has been conspicuously illustrated during the past year,
relief to unfortunate sufferers having been administered from them on
twenty-five different occasions, as follows:

To the people rescued from the schooner M. M. at the Gu rnet Station,
coast of Massachusetts, on August 17, 1885; the schooner Maggie, at
the Hunniwell’s Beach Station, coast of Maine, on August 22,1885 ; the
sloop Little Lottie, at the Chatham Station, coast of Massachusetts, on
September 7, 1885; the schooner R. B. King, at the Muskegon Station,

N\
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coast of Lake Michigan, on November 7, 1885; the schooner Moses
Waebster, at the Monomoy Station, coast of Massachusetts, November 28,
1885 ; the schooner E. I1. Williams, at the Holly Beach Station, coast of
New Jersey, on November 30, 1885 ; the schooner Nellie Wadsworth, at
the Durant’s Station, on the coast of North Carolina, on December 6,
1885; the schooner Sea Flower, at the Quoddy Head Station,on the coast
of Maine, on December 27, 1885 ; the schooner Lena Hunter, atthe Cape
Henry Station, on the coast of Virginia, on December 27, 1885; the
schooner Mattie D., at the Brenton’s Point Station, coast of Rhode
Island, the sloop Richard M. Johnson, at the Rockaw ay Point Station,
coast of Long Island, the schooner Isaac Carlton, at the Fourth CIiff
Station, coast of Massachusetts, and the schooner Allen Greene, at the
Point Judith Station, coast of Rhode Island, on January 9, 18386 ; the
schooner T. B. Witherspoon, at the Surfside Station, coast of Massa-
chusetts, January 10, 1836; the schooner Jennie Beasley, at the Curri-
tuck Inlet Station, coast of North Carolina, January 26, 188G; the
schooner Mary A. Killen, at the Fourth Cliff Station, coast of Massa-
chusetts, Februnary 3, 1886 ; the schooner Lizzie M. Dun, at the Ditch
Plain Station, coast of Long Island, February 10, 1886; the schooner
D. and J. Lee, at the Nausett Station, coast of Massachusetts, March
23, 1886; the schooner Europa, at the Quogue Station, coast of Long
Island, March 30, 1886 ; and a sloop, at the White Head Station, coast
of Maine, May 1, 1886. Clothing was also furnished to the captain
of the sloop Alice, who fell overboard accidentally at the Sheboygan
Station, Lake Michigan, on August 29, 1885; to a man rescued from
the water, at the Sand Beach Station, Lake Huron, November 12,
1885; to a Mr. Poland, whose boat stranded during a rain-storm at the
Little Beach Station, coast of New Jersey, December 6,1885; to a des-
titute sailor, at the Brazos Station, on the Gulf coast, January 8, 1886;
and to a fisherman at the same station, on January 12, 1886.

The Association has replenished during the year the depleted stores
of thirty-three stations and svpplied one.
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July 1, 1885.—The record of casumalties for the year opens with the
three-masted schooner Emma D. Endicott, of Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia, bound from New York to Baltimore, Maryland, which with a cargo
of cement, and with a crew of six men, and the captain’s wife and child
also on board, ran ashore on Hog Island bar, coast of Virginia, about,
a mile and a half east-southeast of the Hog Island Station, (Fitth Dis-
trict,) soon after midnight. The station being closed for the summer
she was not discovered until daylight, at which time two of the station
crew boarded her. Upon learning her situation they returned ashore and
reported to the keeper, who by that time was engaged mustering a
crew of residents of the island. The men reached her in the surf-boat
by 8 o'clock. As the schooner was leaking badly they manned the
pumps and kept them going all day until near 7 in the evening, when
they returned ashore, leaving two steamers alougside which had arrived
during the day and were at work removing the cargo. It should be
wmentioned that a boat’s crew composed in part of regular surfmen and
the rest volunteers came up fromn the Cobb’s Island Station, nine miles
to the southward, at about 10 o’clock in the forenoon, but their services
were declined. They deserve commendation for undertaking sach a
long pull to offer assistance. The vessel being placed in charge of the
Baker Salvage Company by the captain, no further aid was required of
the Hog Island- crew and she was subsequently released (July 4,) in a
damaged condition and with the loss of most of her cargo, and taken to
Norfolk for repairs.

July 1.—The crew of the Grand Point au Sable Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, at about half-past 7 o’clock in the evening, re-
ceived word that a man had drowned in the river at Hamlin, three-
quarters of a mile from the station. Several of the sarfmen immediately
proceeded to the spot, and after a half hour’s diligent search succeeded
in finding the body, which was lifted into their skiff and conveyed ashore.

July 2.—At half-past 2 o’clock in the morning the patrol of the Thun-
der Bay Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, fired his red Cos-
ton light in time to warn off a steamer that was in danger of running on
a reef which makes out from the southeast end of the island. On see-
ing the signal the vessel stopped and backed into safe water.

July 4.—At about 9 o’clock in the morning the lookout of the Louis-
ville Station, (Ninth District,) Kentucky, noticed a skiff, with four small
boys in it, in danger of being swept over the falls, at a point on theriver
a mile northwest of the station. A boat was immediately launched and
the life-saving crew rowed out and took the skift in tow and landed the
occupants. This timely action undoubtedly saved the boys’ lives, as
the current in the Indiana Chute, where they were picked up, is very
strong and difficult to escape from,
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July 4.—At 3 o'clock in the afternoon a small eight-year-old boy,
while playing near the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan, fell from the wharf into the water and was in great danger
of drowning. The accident was witnessed by several persons who im-
mediately gave the alarm, and Surfman Wilson, reaching the scene
first, heroically sprang in and rescued the lad.

July 5.—Soon after noon the crew of the Plum Island Station, (See-
ond District,) coast of Massachusetts, assembled at the call of the
keeper, (the station being closed for the summer,) and went to the as-
sistance of the sloop Henrietta, of Boston, Massachusetts, a craft of
forty-five tons, with a crew of three men and loaded with rough stone
for the jetties at the mouth of the Merrimac River. Her anchor failing
to hold, she had been forced ashore by the strong current that morn-
ing at 9 o’clock near Salisbury Point, a mile north of the station. When
the life-saving crew arrived at 2 o’clock she was full of water. There
was fortunately but little wind, and the water was quite smooth. They
at once manned the pumps and pumped her out, and then after the tide
had turned and risen high enough she was hove afloat and sailed up
the harbor to the marine railway at Newburyport, where she could be
hauled out for repairs.

July 5.—At 4 oclock in the afternoon the schooner Emma, of and from
Portland, Maine, bound to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with a cargo of
ice, and having a crew of seven men, stranded in a thick fog about half
a mile north of the Nauset Station, (Second District,) coast of Massa-
chusetts. The station was closed at the time for the summer and the
crew were off duty, but she was fortunately discovered by one of the
surfmen fifteen minutes after she struck. As soon as he could notify
the keeper, the latter mustered five members of the regular crew,
launched the surf-boat, and started to the vessel’s assistance. Arriving
on board at about half-past 5, they proceeded to throw over cargo for
the purpose of lightening her so she would float on the next tide. After
working all night, having thrown over seventy-five tons of ice, without
success in heaving her off at high water, they continued their labors
until 5 in the afternoon of the 6th, when she floated off without dam-
age and proceeded on her way. At the time she struck the schooner
was standing inshore,on the wind, but the weather being so thick the
land was not sighted until too late to change her course. The district
superintendent, who resides in the vicinity, also boarded the vessel soon
after she stranded, and rendered effective aid during the night in the
efforts to relieve the vessel.

July 6.—The lookout of the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, observed a small cat-boat
capsize inside of the breakwater, a half mile to the westward of the sta-
tion, and cast its two cccupants into the water. The life-saving crew
at once set out to the scene of the mishap and found the men clinging
to the bottom of the overturned boat. The station men took them in
charge, righted their boat, and towed the latter to the shore. The men
were very grateful for their rescue, and ascribed the accident to their
want of knowledge in handling a sail-boat.

July 7.—Late in the afternoon two surfmen, who are a part of the
regular life-saving erew of the Cranberry Isles Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine, during the active season, while returning in their boats
from visiting their lobster traps, discovered a small schooner helplessly
adrift in the fog, south of Little Cranberry Island. The only person
on board was a feeble old man, who had lost his way. The surfmen
took the craft in tow and anchored her in a safe berth. She had been
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ashore earlier in the day on Bar Beach, about & half mile to the west-
ward of the station, and was got off by some men from Baker’s Island,
who left her as soon as she was floated.

July 7.—At about half-past 1 o’clock in the afternoon the keeper of
the Seabright Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, received
information that a vessel had just stranded near Seabright, about half
a mile south of the station.’ At the time she struck -there was a light
southerly breezo and dense fog. The station being closed for the sum-
mer, the regular life-saving men were off duty. The keeper speedily
mustered a volunteer crew, and, manning a large surf-boat that was
used for pound-fishing, started out in search of the distressed craft.
The weather was so thick that the men could see only a short dis-
tance in any direction, but, after a short pull they luckily found the

w~reumasel and boarded her. She proved to be the Swedish barkentine
Anna, of Sandsvall, Sweden, bound from Aracaju, Brazil, to New York,
laden with sugar. Her crew consisted of ten persons. 'The proffered
assistance was eagerly accepted by the captain, and as it was about
high tide and the vessel rolling considerably, it was thought that
she could be hove clear without trouble. With this end in view the
surfmen lowered her kedge anchor into their boat, bent on a hawser,and
ran the former well out and planted it. The ship’s company were so
overcome with consternation at what they regarded as an alarming sit-
nation, that it was only through the positive and repeated assurances
of the keeper that there was no immediate danger that they could be
persuaded to help man the windlass. Unfortunately the heavy strain
brought to bear parted the hawser, and the attempt to heave her off
had to be abandoned. After consultation with the captain, and at his
solicitation, the keeper went ashore and telegraphed for a wrecking-tug.
He also notified the Maritime Exchange of New York of the accident,
and sent a message to the customs anthority requesting the presence of
an officer to take charge of the cargo, which was dutiable. As the sea
was smooth, with no indications of a change in the weather, the crew of
the vessel decided not to leave her during the night, ami the keeper
also remained on board in his capacity as an inspector of customs, no
special officer having yet arrived. Early the following morning (8th,)
the wrecking-steamer Resoue put in an appeayance with a lighter to
receive the cargo if it was found necessary to remove it, but, in the af-
ternoon at high water, the barkentine was floated without that addi-
tional labor. She proceeded to her port of destination, having sus-
tained little or no damage.

July 9.—In the evening of this date three gentlemen secured the serv-
ices of a surfman of the Salmon Creek Sation, (Ninth District,) Lake
Ontario, to act as oarsman while they fished for black bass a distance
off shore. Becoming excited with the sport, which made them un-
mindful of the frequent warnings of the surfman, they capsized the
boat, about a quarter of a mile from the station, and were all thrown
into the water. The surfman sncceeded in righting the craft and di-
rected them to hold onto the gunwales until assistance arrived. One
of the life-saving men, who was in a skiff near by, hastily pulled up to
the scene and freed one of the gentlemen, who had become entangled in
his fishing gear, and supported the other two until the keeper, who ob-
served the acci(ient from the station, came to their rescue with the rest
of the crew. The imperiled men, by this time much exhausted, were
pulled into the dingey and safely landed on the beach, and taken to the
station, where they were provided with dry clothing. Their gratitude
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was expressed in the following letter received by the General Superin-
tendent :

. “MExI1C0, OsWBGO COUNTY, NEW YORK,

“ July 11, 1885.
¢“ DEAR SIR: We beg leave to inform you that on the 9th instant,
while in a row-boat on Lake Ontario, near Salmon Creek Life-Saving
Station, and about a quarter of a mile from shore, we were capsized,
there being considerable sea on at that time. The watch at the station
saw us at once, and in less than five minutes the men reached us with
boats and rescued us from our perilous position. Through you we
wish to tender our thanks to the service and particularly to Captain
Parker and his men, of Salmon Creek Life-Saving Station, for their
promptness and efficiency in rendering us the much needed aid which
they did. i

“We are, sir, your obedient servants,
¢« 0. O. BRowN.
“M. W. COLLINS.

“ L. D. SMi1TH.
¢ Hon. S. I. KIMBALL,
“Q@eneral Superintendent U. 8. Life-Saving Service.”

July 10.—While on her way from Saint Andrews to Grand Manan,
New Brunswick, a large sail-boat, laden with cedar sleepers, anchored
in Quoddy Roads during the prevalence of a thick fog, and at 3 o’clock
in the morning swung on Wormell’s Ledge, about a mile northeast
of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. Her
crew of two men cried out for help and were heard by a surfman
who happened to be on the beach at the time. The station being closed
for the summer, the keeper, who was notified of the accident, took two
men, launched the surf-boat, and at once went off to the distressed craft.
She was lying in a dangerous position on therocks, and her crew, suppos-
ing that the boat was stove, had thrown most of the cargo overboard.
The life-saving men succeeded in hauling her clear of the ledge, found
there was no leak, picked up the drifting ties and stowed them on board,
and left her in a condition to resume her voyage.

July 10.—During the night a surfman belonging to the Thunder Bay
Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, while on patrol duty,
flashed his Coston light, and warned off a steamer that was standing
toward the reef which extends into the lake from the southeast end of
the island. As soon as the signal was burned the vessel changed her
course and went clear.

July 12.—The schooner Connecticut, of Bangor, Maine, bound from
that port to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of lumber, and hav-
ing a crew of four men, sprang a leak on the morning of the 11th, and
the same evening ran into Seal Harbor, and anchored about a mile north
of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. Early the
following day (12th,) she was discovered, floating very deep, by the
keeper, who, with two volunteer surfmen, the station being closed for
the summer, manned a small boat and pulled out to her. They were
there joined by four other surfmen, who reached the vessel in their own
boats. The schooner was found with two feet of water in the hold, still
leaking badly, one of her pumps broken, and the crew almost worn
out in their efforts to keep her afloat. It was deemed advisable to at
once put her on the flats. The life-saving crew assisted to heave up
the anchor, and to kedge her about a quarter of a mile, where she was
grounded. At low tide a survey was made of the craft and several
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bad leaks calked up; the pumps were repaired and she was entirely
freed of water. The station men left her just before midnight after
pearly six hours of continuouns work. The next morning, (13th,) at the
request of the captain, the surfmen again boarded the vessel, and aided
in getting her off the flats and into the harbor, whence she subsequently
sailed for her port of destination.

July 12.—At about 11 o’clock of the previous night the sloop Active,
of and from New York, bound on a fishing cruise, with a crew of two
men, went ashore, high and dry, on the point of Sandy Hook, three-
quarters of a mile north of Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,) coast
of New Jersey. The keeper received information of the mishap at about
7 dclock in the morning of this date, and, his crew being off duty for
the summer, he went off to the craft alone. The tide was so low
that he could render no assistance at that time, so he returned to the
station. In the afternoon, in company with the United States Signal
Service observer, who kindly volanteered his services, he again boarded
the sloop from the beach. With the help of the crew an anchor and
line were carried out, and the latter set taut. As the flood tide made,
it was found that the vessel was in a leaky condition, but ‘the captain
felt confident that he could keep her free of water if she could be tloated.
The mainsail was hoisted, and towards evening, by diligent and united
work, she was hove clear; the anchor was weighed, and the sloop
headed for the bay with the purpose of beaching her, as it required the
unremitting efforts of all hands to keep her from sinking. On arriving
at the entrance of the bay the wind almost died out, and the vessel
drifted aimlessly about, unable to reach the land. Darkness was now
approaching, and having no boat, with the water rapidly gaining on
them, the situation became alarming. It was decided to abandon her.
Signals of distress were displayed, and those on board shouted lustily
for help. Fortunately their cries were heard, and two men put off from
the shore in a bateau. No sooner had the latter got alongside than a
light breeze sprang up from the southeast, and hoping that the craft
might yet be beached, she was put about, but the ebb tide only carried
her out to sea again. The water was now over the cabin floor, and the
men nearly worn oat with bailing. A light was placed in the rig-
ging, and the anchor let go in seven fathoms of water. All got into
the bateau, and, after a long and hard row of a mile and a half against
a strong current, reached the shore very much fatiguned. The ship-
wrecked fishermen, not being able to walk to the station, were taken to
a house close by and generously cared for. The next morning nothing
could be seen of the sloop, but in the afternoon the tug Ceres arrived
with her in tow, having found her on her beam ends near the light-
ship. The tug pumped her out and took her to New York.

July 16.—At 4 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the Monomoy
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, discovered a schooner
ashore directly abreast of the station. She was the Abbie C. Stubbs, of
and from Boston, bound to New Bedford, with a cargo of pyrites, and
had two passengers on board, besides a crew of seven men. She had
collided, soon after midnight, about three miles from the station, with
the steamer Perkiomen, of the Philadelphia and Reading Coal Com-
pany, and had been run ashore to save her from sinking. The station
being closed and the crew off duty for the summer, the keeper, with a
party of wreckers from Monomoy, boarded the vessel soon after day-
break, and at 7 o’clock the captain and the two passengers were landed
on the heach, and taken thence to Chatham by the keeper in his sail-
boat. The vessel was floated by the wreckers the following day, (17th,)
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and taken to New Bedford in tow of the steam-tug Confidence. The
crew of the Perkiomen, which was sunk by the collision, were rescued
by the crew of the steamer Chatham, and afterwards transferred to the
steamer Berks, and landed at Vineyard Haven. -

July 17.—The keeper of the Blue Point Station, (Third District,) coast
of Long Island, New York, the station being closed for the summer, in
response to a call for such aid, went out into the bay with the Lyle gun,
and discharged it several times over the spot where three persons had
been drowned from a small pleasure yacht on the night of the 15th.
Unsuccessful efforts to recover the bodies had in the meantime been
made by parties from Patchogue. The firing of the gun was effectual,
as tht;{hree bodies soon afterwards floated to the surface and were re-
covered.

July 17, 18.—Shortly after 2 o’clock in the afternoon a vessel was setii
from the Middle Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, several
miles to the northward and westward, acting in & strange manner and
evidently disabled. On nearer approach it was observed that she had
only a small piece of sail up and was very low in the water. The sta-
tion crew put off in the life-boat, and, when within & mile and & half of the
craft, noticed a flag of distress hoisted on a pole about seven feet high.
Arriving alongside, they found her to be the schooner W. T. Chappell,
of Bay City, Michigan, with two men on board. At the request of the
captain the surfmen brought the vessel to and anchored her in a good
berth. It was learned that she was bound home from Mackinac Island,
in the same State, with a cargo of roofing gravel, and, while beating down
the lake in a rain-storm against a fresh southerly wind, was suddenly
struck by a heavy squall, near midnight of the 16th, off Presque Isle.
Before sail could be shortened both masts were carried away. She was
knocked over on her beam ends and remained there until the wreck-
age could be cleared ; the anchor was then let go in twenty-five fathoms
of water, bat it did not hold, and the wind kept driving them out to
sea. Two steamers spoke thewm, and one offered to tow the schooner
into a harbor seven miles distant, but the price demanded for the serv-
ice was 80 extortionate, that the master did not feel able to pay it, and
8o they were left to shift for themselves. One of the crew was seut
ashore in the yawl at daylight (17th,) to telegraph for assistance. In
the forenoon the weather freshened, and the captain was obliged to
jettison fifty barrels of the cargo to lighten the vessel. The wind haunled
to the northwest, and commenced to blow a gale, the heavy seas sweep-
ing the schooner fore and aft. A jury-mast was hastily rigged, a piece
of the staysail bent on, the anchor weighed, and a course shaped for
Middle Island where the imperiled men knew that succor would be
at hand. The broken masts, standing and rununing rigging, and many
of the sails had to be cut adrift. The foregoing, briefly expressed,
was the captain’s statement. As it was not likely that the sailor who
had been sent ashore would readily find a telegraph office, the keeper
dispatched a surfman overland to Alpena,ten miles off, with instruc-
tions to hire a tug. The life-saving crew palled to the station for sup-

" per, and immediately after returned to the schooner. In the evening
the surfman had executed his mission, bringing with him the sailor, who
after a tiresome journey reached Alpenain the afternoon,and reported
that a steamer had been engaged and was on its way to the scene.
Lanterns and Coston signals were obtained, and the life-saving foree
kept a watch on the schooner during the night. Near daybreak
(18th,) a tug was observed standing down the lake, and a Coston light
was ignited to at‘ract her attention. She proved to be the Ralph, of
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Alpena, in search of the disabled craft. Arrangements for getting
ander way were soon offected, and thelatter was taken in tow. The cap-
tain of the schooner was heartfelt in his appreciation of the assistance
rendered by the surfmen who stood by him tor more than fifteen hours.
The fact that the vessel was worked to a good anchorage unquestion-
ably saved her from being driven ashore, as she could not have cleared
a point of land five miles to the southward. In the forenoon the schoon-
er’s wreckage of masts, rigging, and sails drifted near the beach, and
were recovered by the station crew, who worked almost the entire day
clearing the gear and landing it. This was subsequently turned over
to the owners. :

July 17.—It being reported that there was a dead man on the north
shore of Hammond’s Bay, the keeper and part of the crew of the Ham-
mond’s Bay Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, manned a sail-boat
and proceeded to the place indicated. They found the man, who had
died apparently from some sudden and natural cause, in the stern sheets
of a sinall schooner-rigged boat. As he was in a kneeling posture. and
covered over by the mainsail, it is more than likely that he was stricken
down while in the act of attending to his gear and had evidently been
dead for several days. The body, together with the boat and effects,
were taken to the station, where it was ascertained that the man’s name
was Oharles Lobb, of Monroe, Michigan. The surfmen carefully buried
the remains on the beach, and a week later the son of the deceased came
after them. The sail-boat and the dead man’s effects were likewise
turned over to him.

July 17, 18.—At 6 o’clock in the morning, during a strong blow from
the westward, the tug Mintner was obliged to cast off a raft of logs
which she ha(i in tow about two miles west of the Crisp’s Station, (Tenth
District,) Lake Superior. The raft began to break up, and when abreast
of the station the surfinen went off and got hold of the tow-line, brought
it on shore and snubbed it. The raft stranded a half mile to the east-
ward and a large portion of the logs were scattered along the beach.
For several hours the next day the life-saving crew were kept busy run-
ning lines to and from the tug and in various efforts to float the raft off.

July17-23.—At 1 o’clock in the afternoon of the 17th, while the keeper
and two of the crew of the North Manitou Island Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, were out sailing in a small boat, they discovered a
vessel ashore about nine miles sonthwest of the station. One of the men
immediately landed on the southern point of the island and hastened
back to sumimnon the rest of the life-saving force, while the keeper and
the other surfinan proceeded as speedily as possible to the stranded
craft. They arrived on the scene at half-past 2, and were joined a few
hours later by the remainder of the crew, who pulled down in the surf-
boat. The vessel proved to be the schooner Camanche, of Oswego, New
York, bound from Cleveland, Ohio, to Chicago, Illinois, loaded with
coal, and having a crew of eight men. It was learned that she had
misstayed and driven on a reef the night before in a fresh southwest
breeze, strong current, and rough sea. She lay about three-quarters
of a mile from the beach. As the life-saviug crew could render no as-
sistance at this time, the master having gone to Glen Haven to tele-
graph for a tug and steam pumps, they returned to the station, which
was reached at 9 o’clock. The surfmen proceeded to the vessel on the
two following days, (18th and 19th,) and on the latter date assisted,
during the entire afternoon, in discharging a portion of the coal to
lighten her. On the 20th they again visited the schooner, but found
that no aid could be rendered. The next evening (21st,) the tug Wil
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liams, of Manistee, towed them to the reef, but as the steam pumps
would not operate the work had to be abandoned, and the station crew
went back to their quarters. Early in the morning of the 22d the men
launched the surf-boat, and for the sixth time repaired to the vessel.
They labored industriously until near dark unloading coal, and finally,
on the 23d, after having made thirteen trips to aud fro in the surf-boat,
over a distance of nearly one hundred and twenty miles, succeeded, by
the help of the tug, in floating the craft without damage. She was
then towed safely into the channel. While the schooner lay in her im-
periled position the hoisting of her ensign at the masthead was a sig-
nal agreed upon by the master and keeper, and easily observable {from
the southwestern end of the island, to summon the life-saving men as
their services were required. )

July 18.—In the afternoon of this date a drunken man fell from tHe
pier into the lake, a short distance east of the Milwaukee Station,(Elev-
enth District,) Lake Michigan, and was rescued by two of the surfmen
who hastened to the spot as soon as the accident was reported by the
lookout.

July 19.—The keeper of the Gurnet Point Station, (Second Districty)
" coast of Massachusetts, gave succor and provided trausportation across
the bay to Plymouth to three fishermen whose boat had been over-
turned in the surf and badly stove about half a mile north of the station.
It seems the accident occurred while they were attempting to go out
through the surf after landing a tourth man of the party who had been
taken sick; the surf beingsoheavy that the boat was thrown back upon
the beach and so badly damaged that it was unfit for further use. The
station was closed at the time for the summerand no onebut the keeper
on duty.

July 19.—Shortly after 7 o’clock in the evening the stern-wheel steamer
Buckeye State, of Cincinnati, Ohio, bound from that port to Memphis,
Tennessee, with a miscellaneous cargo, and a hundred and fifteen people
on board, including thirty-five passengers, while trying to round to in
the river and make a landing, ran on a reef of rocks above the cross-
dam of the falls, about two hundred yards northwest of the Louisville
Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky. The life-saving crew
carried out their five-inch hawser to the stranded vessel, where it was
passed around the capstan, the inshore part being made fast, by the
keeper, to the levee. The steam force applied to the capstan soon
brought a strain on the hawser, and in a few minutes the vessel was
warped clear of the rocks, and proceeded to the city without damage.

July 19.—Between 2 and 3 o’clock in the morning the watch at the
Ludington Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, aroused the
keeper and reported that a vessel had capsized several miles to the
westward of the harbor. Before the crew could put off to her relief Cap-
tain Torrent, of the craft, with his two young sons, arrived at the station,
having safely reached the shore in a small boat. It was ascertained
that their schooner, the Ida Jane, of Manistee, Michigan, had been
knocked over on her beam ends by a sudden squall of wind during a
heavy thunder-storm. The party were at the time on their way home
from Holland, Michigan, with a cargo of butter, eggs, and honey. The
steam-tug Sport was moored near the station and the master was notitied
of the accident and promised to start for the scene at daylight. The
keeper then had the surf-boat manned and the life-saving crew, at 3
o’clock, put off in search of the distressed vessel. In the meantime
Captain Torrent’s two boys had been put to bed at the station and com-
fortably cared for, When within about a mile of the schooner the tug,
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with Captain Torrent on board, overtook the surfmen and towed them
the rest of the way. The vessel was found badly listed, with her port
side entirely submerged. The station men got her sails down as best
they could and made a spare hawser, which had been fortunately brought
along, fast around the mainmast, and she was towed, stern first, into
the harbor. When inside the surfmen, by means of tackles and lines,
righted her up, and with the station force-pump freed her of water.
Subsequently they put her in trim to resume her voyage. Only a small
portion of the cargo was injured. The captain and his sons were shel-
tered at the station for two days.

July 19.—At about half-past 9 o’clock in the morning, as two gentle-
men were about to land from a small boat at the Saint Joseph Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, one of them slipped and fell into
e water. The surfman on watch at the time hastened to the man’s
assistance and pulled him out. As the latter could not swim he was in
great danger of drowning.

July 19.—At about 5 o’clock in the afternoon the life-savers of the
Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh District,z)Lake Michigan, putout to a
small row-boat which was seen drifting before a heavy sea several miles
off shore. A moderate north wind was blowing at the time, with cloudy
and rainy weather. The surfmen found three men in the skiff worn-
out with rowing and badly frightened. The trio were transferred tothe
surf-boat and their craft towed to the station. The party then proceeded
to their homes.

July 20.—Shortly before 6 o’clock in the evening intelligence was re-
ceived at the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky,
that a man had been drowned near Two-mile Island. The keeper and
crew started in their boat to search for the body, and, after dragging
the river in the vicinity of the island for some time, succeeded in re-
covering it. The body was taken on shore and the coroner duly noti-
fied.

July 22,—One of the crew of the Gurnet Point Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, with the aid of the grapnels belonging to
the station rendered excellent service on this date by assisting in rais-
ing the small fishing-sloop Evelyn, of Plymouth, Massachusetts, which
had foundered the day previousin Saquish Cove, three-quarters of a mile
from the station, during a violent squall. The sloop was lifted clear of
the bottom by means of the grapnel, and while thus suspended towed
into shallow water where she could be pumped out and put in order
again. The station at the time was closed for the summer.

July 22.—At 4 oclock in the afternoon the lookout of the Cleveland
Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, observed a signal of distress flying
from the water-works crib, situated outside of the breakwater pier, and
about a mile and a half west of the station. The life-saving crew im-
mediately manned the surf-boat and proceeded to the scene, and were
informed that one of the workmen was overboard and in peril of drown-
ing. The surfmen at once pulled in the direction indicated and found
the man clinging to a plank and rapidly drifting before the heavy sea
towards a rocky cliff, that, had he been dashed upon it would have
proved certain death to him, as there were no landing places or means
of escape. He was much exhausted when rescued and stated that he
could not have lasted much longer as the waves had been constautly
breaking over him. He explained that his hat had blown off and he
bhad swum out into the lake to recover it, but in spite of his most strenu-
ous efforts, owing to the high sea and strong current, could not regain
the crib, '
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July 22.—The lookout of the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict,) Lake Erie, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, saw a horse back
the wagon to which he was harnessed off the stone pier to the eastward
of the statioh. A small boy, who was in the vehicle at the time, was
precipitated into the water, but managed to hold on until he was rescued
by a surfman who arrived on the scene a few mowents after the acci-
dent. The life-saving crew then got the horse clear and raised the
wagon up on the pier. The man to whom the outfit belonged was a
Hungarian, and both he and the boy were very thankful for the prompt
help afforded them.

July 23.—At half-past 5 o’clock in the evening the crew of the Cleve-
land Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, were called upon to go up the
river about four miles to search for the body of William McCuen, a boy
who had been drowned, in the afterncon, while bathing. It was learnes
that he went into the water in a heated condition, was seized with
cramps a short distance from the shore, and immediately sank out of
sight. After dragging in the vicinity until 9 o’clock at night, the re-
mains were finally recovered and turned over to the police authorities.

July 24.—Shortly past noon the keeper of the Buffalo Station,(Ninth
District,) Lake Erie, noticed an unusual commotion among a party of
young men who were in the water near the station, and suspecting that
something was wrong, hastily summoned several of the crew. Together
they rushed out to where the bathers were and found that one of the
number, having either become exhausted or suddenly prostrated by the
heat, had a few moments before sunk to the bottom. His companions,
with as little delay as possible, however, had pulled the inanimate form
into a boat, and the surfmen at once hauled the latter up on the beach,
where the means employed in the Service to restore the apparently
drowned were pat in practice, and the man was, after some effort, re-
suscitated. He was then removed to the station, given stimulants, and
put to bed. Towards evening, by careful treatment, he had sufticiently
recovered to be taken in charge by his friends. Before leaving for home
he warmly thanked the crew for their timely action in saving his life.

July 25.—At about 1 o’clock in the day, during a dense fog, Surfman
C. C. Kenyon, of the Point Judith Station, ‘Third District,) coast of
Rhode Island, who was in charge of a small sloop-yacht at the time—
the station being closed for the summer—discovered a large steamer
running directly for the shore and close in, just to the westward of
Point Judith. He instantly hailed her to keep off and the steamer
changed her course just in time to avert what might have proved a seri-
ous disaster.

July 28.—At about half-past 2 o’clock in the afternoon the day watch
at the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, observed
the fishing boat Irene, which was a mile and a half off shore, with two
men aboard, capsize. The life-saving crew immediately launched the
surf-boat and went to its relief in company with the Government steam -
launch. After rescuing the imperiled fishermen the launch towed the
craft inside of the breakwater, where the surfmen removed the stone
ballast, righted the boat, and bailed it out. The vessel sustained no
dainage. There is little doubt, however, that but for the prompt action
of the station crew the boat would have drifted out in the lake under
pressure of the fresh westerly breeze and been lost, with its occupants.
The latter were very grateful for being saved from such a fate.

July 27.—A gallant and heroic rescue was this day achieved by the
stout-hearted life-savers of the Shark River Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, under the intrepid leadership of Keeper John €.
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Patterson. The cat-rigged yacht Foam, on the 25th instant, left Jersey
City for Barnegat Bay on a pleasure cruise with a party of three gentle-
men on board. All were bronzed and sinewy young men and perfectly
at home in a sail-boat. After meeting with light and variable weather
they encountered, on Sunday afternoon, (26th,) a northeast wind and rain
storm that quickly increased in fury to a gale, making up a confused and
turbulent sea. Sail was duly shortened, but, as the storm continued to
grow in violence, it was found impossible to carry the canvas,and,in this
extremity, it was taken in and the anchor dropped. All night the small
craft pitc‘ned and tossed in the seaway. The next morning, (27th,) at
daylight, they saw that they were but half a mile from the shore, and
oft the village of Key East, about six miles south of Long Branch, New
Jersey. Realizing the extreme danger of their situation. and not know-
img:at what moment the cable might part, putting them to the desperate
expedient of beaching the yacht, they hoisted their ensign, union down,
in the rigging,-as a signal for help. Soon after this, at about 6 o’clock,
Keeper Patterson, who was patroling the beach, discerned the boat
through the rain and mist and at first took her to be a fishing vessel ;
but just then he was relieved of all doubt by a message from the pro-
prietor of the Avon Inn, who had observed the proceedings from the
upper veranda of his hotel, notifying him that the craft was in distress.
The keeper at once hurried down the beach, mustering, as he went, a
volunteer crew of surfmen, belonging to the service, who at that time
were a part of the summer life-gunard at the bathing grounds of Ocean
Grove and Asbury Park, and then hastily repaired to the station and
set the signal for the crew to ¢ assemble.” The beach-apparatus was
got out and manned by those who had promptly responded to the call,
and, with a team of horses procured from a stage-coach, it was hauled to
a point on the shore opposite the yacht. By this time an excited multi-
tude of people had gathered on the beach and in the vicinity, a few of
whom were very obtrusive in their fantastical propositions and schemes
for the rescue of the imperiled yachtsmen. The keeper remained reso-
lute, however, and did not swerve from his own clear conception of duty.
The gun was carefully trained and fired, but the shot-line parted and
the shot fell in range of the boat’s mast and well beyond it. Three suc-
ceeding trials to send the line over the craft proved ineffectual, as she
was too far off. At last it was decided to make the hazardous venture
of reaching the distressed men in the surf-boat ; the latter was obtained,
and with difficalty drawn through the heavy sand to a favorable spot.
The brawny life-savers stripped for the work and put on their cork
jackets. The shore was now skirted for nearly a mile and a half with an
immense concourse of people, the number being estimated as between
three and four thousand. The men on the yacht could be seen as they
rose to view, at intervals, on the crest of the waves, still holding on for
dear life. The surf-boat was finally launched, and succeeded in getting
through the fierce undertow, and by vigorous handling of the oars
reached the heavy break outside; here the strong set of the current,
in spite of all efforts to the contrary, drove the surfmen far to the south-
ward, and, it being literally impossible to pull to the yacht in the teeth
of the higi\ wind and raging head sea, the boat was reluctantly turned
for the beach and landed. It was now taken well to windward. Before
making the second attempt the keeper caused to be marked, with char-
coal, on the canvas which covers the beach-apparatus, in large letters
the words: Owt cable, make sail, run for the shore. This was to be hel(i
up, as a last resort, for the gnidance of the yachtsmen, in the event of
the life-saving crew not being able to succor them, in hopes that, if



74 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

the craft swamped, the occapants could be rescued with lines and the
breeches-buoy. At about 11 o’clock the first real chance was seen in
the wide break of water to make a successful launch. At this june-
ture a messenger ran up and handed Keeper Patterson a dispatch call-
ing him to the bedside of a dying brother, the light-house keeper at
Sandy Hook. “Telegraph back that I cannot go now,” was all he said,
a8 with pale and determined face he gave the word for the men to take
their places for the launch. The boat got off in good style and a rous-
ing cheer went ap trom the throng of spectators as it shortly afterwards
sped through a temporary rift in the wall of foam and was lost to sight
a8 it rode down the crest of the wave. Not a mistake was made in cross-
ing the bar. The seas now increased in height, and no time was to be
lost. The life-savers, with every muscle strained, rowed as near as was
safe to the storm-tossed craft, and the young men were told to leap intiy
the boat. They all sprang together and landed safely.  After an hour's
unflinching fight with the storm, which old surfmen said was the hard-
est they had experienced at this season for years, the yachtsmen were
brought unharmed to the shore. Their names were A. J. Goubert, A. P.
Stanton, and E. J. Halsted, of Jersey City. They were taken at once
to the Avon Inn and kindly cared for by the hospitable host, Mr. B. H.
Yard. The next morning the yacht was brought in, partially filled with
water, and moored in Shark River Inlet. When all the circumstances
are considered, the fury of the gale, the high and dangerous surf, and
the many annoying and useless interruptions that came from the excited
bystanders, too much praise cannot be uttered for the cool courage, the
undaunted pluck, and the daring work of the life-saving crew. The men
who manned the surf-boat, under charge of Keeper Patterson, were
John H. Pearce, John Redmond, John H. Smith, David Kittell, H. A.
Bennett, Edward Brand, and William Newman. Forman Brand and
Ferdinand Newman also lent valuable help. Since the above occur-
rence petitions signed by many of* the spectators have been received by
the Department, urging the bestowal of medals upon Keeper Patterson
and the crew of his boat in recognition of their great bravery and skill
in effecting the rescue of the three young men.

July 27.—At half-past 8 o’clock in the morning the crew of the Cleve-
land Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, were notified that a. dead body
was floating inside the breakwater pier, about three-quarters of a mile
away. It was immediately brought to the station in the dingey, after
which it was sent to the morgue, where the drowned man was identi-
fied. The case was clearly one of suicide, as the man had been seen
several days previous walking along the river-side with some heavy
weights and chains which were found attached to the body when it was
recovered.

July 28.—The crew of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan, on this date, by their vigilance and prompt action, happily
averted what might have proved a disastrous conflagration. The
large steam-propeller Cuba, of Buffalo, New York, came round light
from South Chicago the previousevening with nineteen persons on board,
and made fast in the slip just south of the station. Shortly after mid-
night the lookout discovered smoke issuing from the cabin, over the en-
gine room, which was soon followed by flames. He immediately aroused
the crew, then rushed to the box and turned in an alarm to the city fire
department. The engines were quickly on the scene, and he directed
the firemen through the lumber-yards to the burning vessel. In the
meantime the keeper, with the rest of his crew, had pulled under the
stern of the propeller in the surf-beoat, with the station hose and force.
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pumps, and, after great difficulty, had landed the gear on a lumber-pile,
twelve teet high, which stood in the way. They had just made the
proper connections and were ready to play on the flames when the city
engines arrived. The surfmen, who were by this time on the steamer,
at once left their apparatus and turned to the more important work of
leading along the larger hose belonging to the fire corps. Soon the
flaines were under control, and in an hour’s time were completely ex-
tinguished. As the vessel was thickly surrounded by dry lumber, the
timely discovery of the fire, together with the subsequent action of the
life-saving men, doubtless saved a large amount of property from de-
struction. The steamer was damaged to the extent of several thousand
dollars.

July 20.—The keeper and two of the crew of the Manistee Station,
Wileventh District,) Lake Michigan, were out for nine hours in search of
a'man who was drowned the previous day in Manistee Lake. Finally,
at about 2 o’clock-in the afternoon, the diver who accompanied them
recovered the body, which was found at a depth of fifty-five feet.

July 29.—A¢t halt-past 3 o’clock in the afternoon, while two of the
crew belonging to the Evanston Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Mich-
igan, were out bathing from a row-boat they heard cries of distress pro-
ceeding from a party of boys who were in the water about half a mile
north of the station. Reaching the scene as quickly as possible, the
surfmen found one of the number, a lad about thirteen years of age, al-
most drowned. Venturing too near the end of the breakwater the un-
dertow had drawn him beyond his depth, and not being able to swim
he had sunk out of sight. The life-saving men caught him as he was
going down for the third time. He was forthwith conveyed ashore and
the means employed in the Service to restore vitality in such cases were
immediately resorted to. After a half hour’s vigorous treatment the
patient had revived sufficiently to be carried to the station. He was
then rubbed with flannels, given proper stimulants, and when reaction
was fully established taken to his home and put to bed. The prompt
action of the surfmen in applying the methods of resuscitation undoubt-
edly saved the youth’s life.

July 31.—A't half-past 12 o’clock in the afternoon, as a gentleman be-
longing to an excursion party, after visiting the Saint Joseph Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, was about to take his departure in
a small row-boat, he slipped and fell into the water. He succeeded in
keeping himself afloat by holding on to the boat until one of the surf-
men went to his assistance and pulled him out.

August 2.—At 2 oclock in the afternoon the fore-and-aft scow J. U.
Porter, of Lorain, Ohio, bound from that port to Cleveland, in the same
State, with a cargo of limestone and a crew of five men, whilelying at
the wharf near the Point Marblehead Station,(Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, during a fresh northeast gale and heavy sea, was in danger of
parting her lines and being driven on the beach. A four-inch hawser
was provided from the station and taken to the vessel, where it was
properly secured by the life-saving men. By the use of this additional
fast the scow was kept in position; otherwise she would, undoubtedly,
have ranged ahead and broken away from her moorings—aresult which
could only have been followed by serious damage if not total loss.

August 2.—At 5 o’clock in the morning the master of the tug Daniel
L. Hebard called at the Sand Beach Station,(Tenth District,) Lake Hu-
ron, and informed the keeper that a lighter which he had in tow had
filled and was in a water-logged condition alongside of the breakwater.
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He asked assistance to remove a portion of her cargo and pump her
out. The life-saving crew promptly responded to the request, and
worked nearly the entire day transferring her deck-load of shingles and
lumber. They helped to man the pumps,and towards evening she was
freed of water and her lading replaced. The captain returned warm
thanks to the surfmen for their efficient services. The vessel was the
William Moore, of Pequaming, Michigan, bound from that port to De-
troit, in the same State.

Awugust 2.—At about 8 o’clock in the evening the lookout at the Chi-
cago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, observed tlare-up
lights exhibited on the dismantled steamer Bret Harte, which was an-
chored near the breakwater, a mile south of the station, and kept as a
floating restaurant by a man, his wife, and an assistant. A strong
northeast gale prevailed at the timne, accompanied by heavy rain, anqd
a high sea was running in the basin. 1t was at once conjectured that
the vessel was in distress, and the tug Black Ball No.2 was sent to
her relief. The steamer shortly returned with the information that
the craft had sprung a leak and that they could not get a line to her.
The life-saving crew immediately manned the surf-boat, and, taking
with them a four-inch hawser, pulled oft to the scene with a tug closely
following. The high wind and chopping seas made the operation of
ranning the hawser hazardous in the extreme. One end was passed to
the tug, and, by means of the heaving-stick, a line was hove to the
imperiled craft, and the hawser finally hauled aboard. A dificulty
then arose in making it properly fast, as there was no experienced hand
in such matters among those on the vessel. At great risk to life and
limb Surfman Dean managed to reach her decks and perform the work,
afterwards cutting the cable. The vessel was then towed into a slip and
safely moored to the wharf.

August 3.—During the strong easterly gale of this date, at about 9
o’clock in the morning, the small sloop-yacht Zulu, of New York, from
Bay Ridge, Long Island, on a pleasure trip, dragged from her auchor-
age in the Horse Shoe, about a mile south-southwest of the Sandy Hook
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. Theonly personon board
at the time was the wife of the owner, the latter being temporarily away
in New York. She made signals of distress which attracted the atten-
tion of the keeper of the station, who, with a surfman—the regular crew
not being on duty at this season—immediately set out in a boat and,
after a vigorous pull in a lumpy sea during which both men were com-
pletely drenched, reached the sloop and boarded her. They hastily put
three reefs in the mainsail, hove up both anchors, and, after a spirited
beat to windward, with the spray flying half-mast high, arrived safely
under the lee of the railroad wharf, where the craft was securely moored.
The owner returned in the afternoon steamer, and on learning the facts
was lavish in his praises of the prompt work performed by the life-saving
men, in which his wite heartily joined.

August 3.—The lookout of the Cleveland Station,(Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, at about 8 o’clock in the evening, discovered the sloop-yacht Cora,
of Cleveland, Ohio, with four men on board, dragging from her anchor-
age inside of the breakwater, a half mile to the westward of the sta-
tion, and in imminent danger of being driven on the rocks. A north-
west gale of wind and high sea was prevailing at the time. The life-
saving men at once manned their boat and started to the assistance of
the imperiled craft, the keeper first dispatching a member of the crew
for atug. The latter arrived on the scene just in season to prevent the
yacht from going ashore, and, in all probability, being wrecked., The
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station men assisted to run lines, after which the tug towed the sloop to
a safe berth in the harbor.

Awugust 3.—At 7 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the Sand Beach
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, observed a flag of distress on the
schooner Young America, of Port Huron, Michigan, at anchor in the har-
bor. The surfmen pulled out alongside of her, and were informed by
the captain that the vessel had sprung a leak about forty miles off shore,
and that the most persistent efforts of his crew during the night had
not kept the water from gaining. His men, he said, were nearly worn
out by hard work, and he was much in need of aid. The life-saving
force at once relieved the sailors at the pumnps, and drew the foresail
under the vessel to help stay the leak. While ashore for dinner the
keeper telegraphed for a tug. The station crew kept operating the
pumps until late at night, when the steamer River Queen arrived and
took the schooner in tow. The latter was bound from Black River, Ohio,
to Owen Sound, Ontario, with a cargo of oil and coal, and had 8ix men
on board. The captain thought his crew could keep the craft afloat
until she reacbed a port where the leak could be properly repaired. He
cordially thanked tbe surfmen for their timely assistance.’

August 3—At about 9 o’clock at night a steamer, running in very
close to the beach opposite the Sturgeon Point Station, (Lenth District,)
Lake Huron, was warned of her danger by the keeper, who burned a
Coston signal. She immediately shaped her course farther off shore.

August 3.—Shortly past 4 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout of the
Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, reported the sloop
Rambler, of Erie, Pennsylvania, standing out of the harbor, acting
strangely, as though water-logged. Although no signal had been made
on the vessel, the surf boat was immediately launched and the life-sav-
ing crew palled towards her. Before they could get alongside a pass-
in§ sail-boat took off her crew of two men and then unceremoniously
filled away. The station men saw at a glance that the sloop was rapidly
sinking and that the utmost effort at bailing could not keep her afloat,
8o they hastily set to work and saved nearly all the cabin bedding, some
of the furniture, together with a gaff topsail and jib. While thus en-
gaged the craft gave a lurch to port and went to the bottom in sixteen
teet of water. At sunset three of the surfmen went in the supply-boat
and placed a lantern in the top-rigging of the sunken vessel as a danger
warning to navigators. The following day the sloop was raised and
towed into the slip. A hole was. found stove in the.planking, which
was probably the result of thumping against the wharf during the east-
erly gale of the previous day. It is likely that the men who attempted
to take her ount in the lake were either unaware of her condition or got
her under way in a spirit of reckless adventure. There was no cargo
on board.

August 3.—At about 6 o'clock in the evening of the 2d, during a-
tempestuous northeast gale of wind, the schooner Jamasica, of Os-
wego, New York, in a crippled and sinking condition, was, as a last re-
course for the safety of those on board, run ashore a mile north of the
lake village of Glencoe, Illinois. The vessel had left home on July
15th for Chicago, Illinois, laden with coal, and carrying a crew of seven
men, besides the captain’s wife, niéce, and son about nine years of age.
Favoring breezes and pleasant weather enabled them to almost reach
the end of her jouruney, when, on Sunday morning, (August 2d,) as
they were crossing Lake Michigan with a view of making Grosse
Point Light-House, a terrific storm arose. The schooner was put before
it, and got along well enough until 4 o’clock in the afternoon, when she
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sprang a bad leak in the rudder casing. The pumps were worked, but
.the water continued to gain in the hold. An hour later the foresail,
boom, gaff, and other gear, were carried away, leaving the craft almost
powerless to contend with the tremendous seas that swept her decks in
constantly increasing volumes, and which momentarily threatened her
destruction. By half-past 5 the situation was so desperate that the
captain’s wife, niece, and son were sent aloft and lashed in the cross-
trees. The rain commenced to pour down in torrents, and the gale aug-
mented in force and violence. In this dreadful extremity the vessel
was headed for the land with the slender hope that a rescue might yet
be effected. Driven on by the fury of the tempest, with all hands
clinging to the rigging, the storm-torn ship, trembling and tottering at
every surge, struck the beach, head on. The inrushing, foaming surt
at once crashed over her from stern to stem, and it was feared thagl
she would be instantly dashed to fragments. During the whole of this'
terrible night the imperiled people clung to the shattered fabrie, wet,
cold, and nearly exhausted, anxiously waiting for the dawn of day
that light might come and bring them succor. The Evanston Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, is situated eight miles to the south-
ward of the place where the schooner went ashore, and news of the
disaster did not reach there unti the morning of the 3d. The beach-
patrol extends two miles and a half north of the station, and although
the patrolman who was on duty at daylight remained on the look-
out unusunally long at the extreme limit of his beat, being attracted by
a lot of cedar posts that were washing up, and also stimulated to especial
vigilance by the vehemence of the storm, he could not see the stranded
craft so far away, her hull being submerged and a thick growth of trees
on a high bluff just back of her making the masts indistinguishable.
The telegraph operator at Evanston received a dispatch from Glen-
coe during the night, but having no one at hand to send out with it
transmitted it by telephone to the house of one of the keeper’s neigh-
bors. The family not being at home the servant misinterpreted the
message and brought a vague report to the keeper about some vessel
having been lost on the lake. The latter then hastened to the telegraph
office for definite information. It was found that the operator who re-
ceived the original telegram had been relieved, and there was no record
made of it; that all but one wire had been blown down, and that one
was being used in running railway trains and could not be broken in upon.
The keeper, seeing no prospect of obtaining further tidings, now hurried
to the station for his marine glass, and, taking one of the crew with
him, proceeded with all speed to the Grosse Point Light-House, a mile
up the beach. Ascending into the tower the coast line was carefully
scanned and a schooner’s masts made out, about seven miles to the north-
ward, close to the shore. It was now twenty minutes after 9, and not
-another instant was lost. In less than an hour a team of horses, which
had been telephoned for to the nearest livery-stable, arrived at the
station and were quickly harnessed to the beach-apparatus. The
spirited animals seemed to understand, as well as the men, the press-
ing needs of the moment and sprang forward on the road to rescue like
mettled chargers. For the first five miles the road was fairly good, but
the rest of the way it was muddy and heavy, impeding the progress
of the life-savers. The keeper, with part of the crew, went on ahead,
and reached the scene of the wreck at about 11 o’clock, thirty minutes
in advance of the apparatus. The bank at this point is very precipitous,
some seventy or eighty feet high, and thickly wooded. The work of
clearing away a space, 80 as to operate the gear as soon as it came, at
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once began, for there was no chance to use a boat. The vessel lay
about two hundred yards from the bluff, the heavy seas surging over
her, tearing away the decks.and beams, and slowly breaking her up.
The masts were still standing, being held in place by the shrouds, which
were liable to snap asunder at each successive onslaught of the waves.
All along the shallow beach the surf pounded with terrific force. .
Crouched under the lee of the fore staysail, on the topgallant forecastle,
the only place where they were safe from being washed overboard, were
the suffering passengers and crew. The bluff’ was lined with a crowd
of anxious spectAtors as helpless to aid as those on the schooner were
to do anything for themselves. They had raised a sign for the comfort
of the imperiled people bearing the words ¢ Help Coming,” but it seemed
a long time on the way, and they were almost ready to give up with ex-

ustion and despajr when the sturdy life-savers appeared. What a
thrill of joy came to those aching hearts! All was now changed. With-
out a moment’s delay the gun was planted, loaded, and fired. Straight
as an arrow the shot sped on its flight through the air, grazed the fore
topmast, glanced off, and landed the line on the jibboom within ten
feet of the crew. The whip was at once hanled aboard, made fast to
the forestay, and was soon in working order. More difficulty was en-
countered in sending off the hawser, as the bight was caught by the
strong current, and from their elevated position the station men could
not keep the parts of the whip sufficiently separated to prevent them
from twisting. The sailors fouled the lines in securing the hawser, and
the whip would not render when an attempt was made to overhaul it
from the shore. An hour’s time was lost before the ropes were got in
successful operation. Then Surfman King was sent out in the breeches-
buoy with instructions to see that everything was right and to send in
two persons at a time.

The work of rescue was now commenced in earnest. The first to leave
the vessel were the mate and captain’s little son. The unsteadiness of
the craft, together with the height of the bank, made the buoy sway
some twenty feet up and down as it was being hauled. It was found
that the hawser had to be moved lower down to admit of the women
getting into the buoy. This task was accomplished after the loss of more
time. On the second trip the steward and captain’s niece were conveyed
ashore, and the third haul brought the captain and his wife. Those on
the bluff watched with bated breath the crawling of the buoy along the
hawser with its precious freight, and when the women were safely landed
a ringing cheer went up that echoed above the roar of the storm. The
entire crew were rescued in the same manner, the last man being taken
from the wreck at fifteen minutes past 1 o’clock. The castaways, who
had lost nearly everything, were kindly cared for by the generous towns-
folk of Glencoe, who gave them clothing, refreshments, and shelter.
They also sent coffee and a basket of provisions to the life-saving crew.
The latter spent several hours trying to disengage their gear from the
vessel, and made efforts to obtain a boat, but could find none in the
neighborhood that was fit to lannch through the surf. Surfman King
when he came ashore courageously cast off the whip-block and attempted
to bring in the shot-line, but it had become fouled and he was obliged
tolet it go. It was not until after a daring trip by Surfman Green, who
volanteered to go out over the hawser in the breeches-buoy, that all the
apparatus was finally saved. The station crew got back to their quar-
ters at 6 o’clock in the evening. Keeper Lawson and his men received
nnstinted praise from all who witnessed their heroic exertions, and they
were specially lauded for their clean, systematic work, coupled with their
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nerve and grit. The day following the rescue (4th,) the life-saving crew
visited the wreck, but nothing of consequence was recovered. The
cabin had gone to pieces, and almost every seam in the now shapeless
hulk was open to the sea. The vessel was abandoned to the underwrit-
ers and became a total loss. Wreckers subsequently saved a portion of

- her cargo, and her anchors, chains, and what remained of the sails and
rigging were sold to a junk dealer.

August 4-8.—At 8 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the Sand Beach
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, was notified by,telegram that a
schooner was ashore about twenty-eight miles to the southward. The
life-boat was speedily manned and, by sailing and rowing, the crew
reached the stranded craft shortly before 1 in the afternoon. They
found her full of water, sails torn, and booms broken, with several boys
from the shore on board, who said that the vessel's crew of seven men
were at Forester, two miles distant. She was the Havana, of Vermil-
lion, Ohio, bound for Cleveland, in the same State, from Marquette,
Michigan, and was loaded with iron ore. The surfmen started for the
village where they learned from the sailors that the schooner, while in
tow of a steam barge, had parted her line on the 3d, and had been blown
on the beach soon after midnight in a strong northeast wind and rain
storm. There was such a heavy sea running that they did not succeed
in leaving her until ten hours after she struck. The life-saving crew
waited until the 5th, and then went to the vessel and cleared up her
sails and gear. In the evening they ran a line to the tug Mocking Bird,
which arrived with a lighter and steam pumps, and hauled her along-
side. They assistcd to transfer and set up the pumps, and worked at
them unremittingly until 2 o’clock in the morning (6th). It was then
found necessary to remove some of the ore, 80 that the apparatus could
be still further inserted in the hold, and the keeper took three of his
men and went in search of shovels and picks. After a tramp of several
miles they obtained the sought-for implements, returned to the vessel
and labored steadily during the day in throwing over the cargo. When
the steam-pumps had drawn off all the water within reach, the station
crew operated the hand-pumps to free her of what remained. Before
the anchors could be weighed a fresh breeze come out from the south-
east, a high sea made up, and the toilers were obliged to let the craft
fill again so that she would not pound on the bottom. In the afternoon
of the following day (7th,) the vessel was pumped dry, her anchors were
hove up, and the tug pulled her afloat. The surfmen went to Forester
in the life-boat and brought off the sailors with their personal effects,
and also the owner. The station crew accompanied the schooner to
Port Huron and kept the pumps going during the trip. On reaching
that place the captain employed an additional force of men to continue
with him to Detroit. The life-saving crew left Port Huron on Saturday
the 8th, in tow of the propeller Saint Paul, arriving off the station the
same evening, the distance run being sixty miles. This was the third
vessel assisted by the Sand Beach crew since Sunday, they having been
actively at work each day and all but two nights. A local newspaper,
referrihg to the above service, very pertinently remarked: ¢ The week
was not only replete with events but chock full of hard work and sleep-
lessness.” .

Awugust 7.—The surfman of the Point aux Barques Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Huron, on watch from midnight to 4 o’clock in the morning,
seeing a steamer with a raft in tow in danger of rnnning on a reef
which juts out near the limit of the south patrol, burned his red Coston
signal as a warning. The vessel immediately hauled out into the lake.
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August 7.—While the crew of the Middle Island Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Huron, were out practicing in the life-boat they passed
near a fishing craft, bound from Georgian Bay, Canada, to the Michi-
gan shore. There were on board nine persons, with their clothing and
household effects, who intended to settle at or near Alpena. Among
the number was a blacksmith, most of the. others being farmers. As
the distance to Alpena. was much shorter by land, and as the captain
of the boat stated that he had fish-nets in the lake which required lift-
ing the following day, the keeper sent one of the surfmen to pilot the
vessel into the harbor, and the people were landed and the chattels un-
loaded at the station wharf, The cargo was duly examined, and as
nothing was found of a dutiable nature the fishing craft set sail and
stood back for Canadian waters. The next morning the emigrants pro-
cared a wagon, and, with their goods, proceeded to Alpena. The
keeper accompanied them in his capacity as inspector of customs, and
reported the circumstances of their landing to the collector at that
place, who, after the usual inspection, found that their belongings were
properly entered.

August 8.—On this date the keeper of the Long Beach Station, (Third
Distriet,) coast of Long Island, Ncw York, the station being closed for
the summer and the crew off duty, rescued Dr. Bowditch Morton, of
New York, who, while out-sailing in his canoe, the Priscilla, had been
capsized by a sudden squall, and was in danger of drowning. The
accident occurred about a mile and a half west of the station, in East
Rockaway Bay, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. When Keeper Johnson
arrived, fifteen minutes after the capsize, Dr. Morton was vainly endeav-
oring to right the canoe, but as fast as he could climb into it it would
roll over and spill him out again. The keeper assisted him into his
own boat and towed the capsized canoe to the wharf at Long Beach,
where he helped right and bail it out and put it in proper trim.

August 8, 9.—In the afternoon of the 7th, on the approach of an east-
erly storm, the schooner Magellan, of New York, bound home from James
River, Virginia, came into New Inlet, New Jersey, to make a harbor.
She had a cargo of wood and carried a crew of five men. Although
seen by the keeper when she anchored, about a mile to the westward of
the Little Egg Station, (Fourth District,) there was nothing of an un-
usual nature in her actions to attract special attention. The following
morning (Sth,) she was apparently riding safely with the flood tide, with
her sails all furled. At about 1 o’clock in the afternoon, however, at
nearly low water, the keeper discovered that something was wrong, and
soon after the schooner’s yawl-beat put off and came ashore with the
captain. It was then learned that the vessel was on the bottom and
leaking. At the master’s request the keeper assembled a volunteer
crew, the station being closed for the summer, and boarded the craft.
The surfmen pumped the water out of her, hoisted her sails, and made
strenuous efforts to get her off the shoal, but without success. They
returned to the station at 9 o’clock that night, agreeing that if the
schooner’s colors were set the next morning they would be heeded as a
signal for assistance. In the meantime the captain sent a message
to the owners asking for instructions as to throwing over the deck-
load. Soon after daylight on the 9th, in response to the prearranged
signal, the surfmen again launched their boat and went alongside of
the vessel. They freed her of the water she had made during the night,
and then took the captain on shore, who was momentarily expecting a
telegram in reply to the one he had sent. As none had been received,
he returned with the station men to the schooner, and about sixty cords
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of wood were thrown overboard to lighten her. Finally, at 4 o’clock in

the evening, she was floated and anchored in deep water, and for the

third time the life-saving crew pumped her out. Two days afterwards

t(;lhe Magellan sailed for New York, not having sustained any material
amage.

August 8.—At noon of this date while a sloop was working into the
inlet she was observed to strand on the north side of the bar, about three-
quarters of a mile to the northward of the Oregon Inlet Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina. Two surfmen pulled off to her in a
small boat, the regular life-saving crew being off duty at this season,
and found that she was the Nellie May, of and for New Berne, North
Carolina, from New York, with a cargo of general merchandise and a
crew of four men. The wind died out early in the morning, and while
rolling and pitching outside in a heavy sea she lost her rudder, and,
later in the day, a light breeze springing up, was obliged to make a har-
bor, the sails being used to steer her. She grounded as described, and,
when the surfmen got alongside, the breakers were sweeping her decks,
and the crew were glad to be taken ashore to the station. At high
water the craft worked over the shoals and was again boarded by the
life-saving men and taken to a safe anchorage in the channel. A tem-
porary rudder was made for her by the keeper, and she proceeded to
her port of destination where she subsequently arrived in safety.

August 9.—At 3 o’clock in the morning the schooner Jokn Crockford,
of New York, with a crew of four men, bound from Providence, Rhode
Island, to Stonington, Connecticut, laden with kerosene, stranded ou a
shoal near Napatree Point, a mile and a quarter to the westward of the
‘Watch Hill Station, (Third District,) coast of RhodeIsland. She hadrun
too close to the point in the darkness,and upon the anchor being dropped
to check her the stock of the latter broke, and she was at once forced
ashore by the heavy sea. As the station was closed for the summer and
the crew oft duty the vessel was not discovered until daylight, when the
keeper mustered a volunteer crew as quickly as possible and went to her
relief. She was lying head on to the beach with quite an ugly sea break-
ing under her stern, which made the situation serionus. The keeper set
to work without delay and carried out an anchor astern with the surf-
boat, and after about two hours and a half of hard heaving at the wind-
lass the relief party succeeded in getting the schooner afloat in a leaky
condition. She was at once piloted out into deep water on her way to
Stonington, a few miles distant.

August 9.—In the morning of this date a lumberman, with his wagon
and team of horses, attempted to cross at the mouth of the Two Heart
River, a short distance from the station of that name, (Tenth District,)
Lake Superior, and got stuck in the quicksand. The life-saving crew
went to his assistance, and, after working diligently for an hour with
various tackle, up to their arms in water, sncceeded in getting the vehicle
and animals safely on shore. The man was heartfelt in his thanks to
the surfmen, and continued on his way overjoyed at the happy termina-
tion of what might otherwise have proved a very serious accident to him.

August 10.—The keeper and one of the crew of the Smith’s Point
Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, the station be-
ing closed for the summer season, rendered assistance to the sloop-
yacht Emily R., of and from New York, which had grounded on a shoal
in Great South Bay, about a mile to the eastward of the station, while
on her way to Moriches. She had a party of three men on board. The
two station men aided in removing the ballast to lighten her and then
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got out an anchor, and after about three hours’ work succeeded in kedg-
ing her off into the channel. She sunstained no damage.

August 10.—At noon of this date the lookout of the Point Marble-
head Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, discovered a small row-boat,
about a mile and a half off the station, with a man in it who acted in a
strange manner and seemed unable to manage his skiff. The keeper
and one of the life-saving crew put off to his assistance, and found that
the man had been out fishing and had become 8o seasick and weak that
he did not have the strength to get back to the land. He was taken to
the station and cared for.

August 10.—S8hortly before 2 o’clock in the afternoon it was reported
at the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, that a boy
had been drowned north of the harbor piers. The life-saving crew im-
mediately launched the surf-boat, pulled to the place indicated by those
who witnessed the accident, and after dragging two hours were suc-
cessful in finding the body. The latter being nude, however, they were
unable to lift it to-the surface with their grapples, and Surfman Courch-
aine volunteered to dive for it. At the first attempt he brought up the
body, after which it was taken ashore and turned over to the city au-
thorities.

August 11.—At half-past 4 o’clock in the afternoon a son of the keeper
of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, aged seven
years, while playing on the wharf fell into the water. Surfiman Dionne,
without a2 moment’s hesitation, plunged in and brought the boy to the
surface and safely ashore.

August 11.—At 10 o’clock in the morning a canoe containing two men
capsized aboutamile south of the Evanston Station, (Eleventh District,)
Lake Michigan. Before the life-saving crew could reach them they were
picked up by a passing gravel scow, and a party that put off from the
Evanston Boat-Club House, which was situated quite near the scene of
the mishap, conveyed the men to the shore. The life-saving men towed
in the canoe, righted it, and returned it to the owners.

August 12.—At about 4 oclock in the afternoon Surfman Lewis A.
Champlin, of the Narragansett Pier Station, and John Davis, formerly
of the Point Judith Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island, ren- -
dered excellent service in resuscitating Miss Annie Lynch, of New York
City, who, while bathing from the beach at Narragansett Pier, went in
beyond her depth and narrowly escaped drowning. She was appar-
ently dead when Champlin, Davis, and some others, among whom were
John Kelley and Daniel Batton, rescued her from the water, but by
means of the method taught the men of the Service for the restoration
of apparently drowned persons Champlin and Davis succeeded in bring-
ing her to and she soon came round all right.

August 12.—Shortly past noon, while the small sloop Splash, on a
pleasure trip from Manitowoc to Two Rivers, Wisconsin, was attempt-
ing to enter the harbor at the latter place the mainsail jibed over
throngh mismanagement and the vessel capsized. She had headway
enough to reach the piers, where the two men in charge of her jumped
out and saved themselves. The alarm was at once given by the look-
out at the Two Rivers Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, who
witnessed the accident, and the surfmen speedily put off to the rescue.
An endeavor was made to right the sloop and bail her out alongside of
the pier, but, owing to her heavy stone ballast, it was found necessary to
tow her to the station, where she was lifted by means of lines and boats
sufficiently out of water to admit of being put in sailing trim again. The
two men who so narrowly escaped with their lives were very gratefal
for this assistance.
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August 13.—The schooner Ida Della Torre, of Ellsworth, Maine, bound
from Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts, to Bangor, Maine,. in imllast,
with a crew of five men, got out of her reckoning during a thick fog,
and anchored in a dangerous position among the ledges near Brown’s
Island, late in the afternoon, about three hundred and fifty yards west
of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maime. As she
swung to her anchor her stern touched the rocks. The station was
closed for the sammer and the regular life-saving men were off duty.
The tide was fast ebbing, and the keeper, perceiving that the vessel would
soon be hard on the bottom unless at once relieved of her situation, did
not wait to muster a full crew, but, with two surfmen, went out to her
assistance in a dory. As there was not room enough among the'ledges
to turn the schooner, her anchor was hove up just clear of the ground,
and she was allowed to drift, stern foremost, into Beaeh Ceve; where she
was securely moored between Brown’s and White Hend: Islands. Noth-
ing more could be done until the wind changed, so the men returned to
the station. At daylight on the 15th, a light northerly breeze. having
sprung up, the keeper, with a crew of six surfmen, again.boanded the
vessel, weighed her anchor, made sail, and skillfally worked: her through
a narrow passage between the rocks to open water, whence she was
able to countinue her voyage in safety.

August 13.—Shortly after midnight the steamer Saginaw Valley; of
East Saginaw, Michigan, laden with a general cargo, on her way to
Sand Beach from Goderich, Ontario, with a hundred passengers and a
crew of thirty-five, ran out of her course in the rain and darkness, and
stranded on Crane Point reef, a quarter of a mile off shore and a- mile
and a half southeast of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth Distriot,) Lake
Huron. She exhibited no signal; but the south patrol, who observed
that she did not move, apprehended her condition and at once reported
the circumstance to the keeper. The surfmen were summoned and pro-
ceeded in the life-boat to the scene of the accident. Before they reached
the vessel she blew her whistle for assistance. On arriving alongside
it was found that she was trying to work off under sail and steam, and
at the captain’s request the life-saving crew took soundings to ascer-
tain the depth of water surrounding her. It was about decided to land
the passengers, when the craft fortunately slid clear off the reef and
entered the harbor in safety.

August 13.—At about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, during & fresh north-
east breeze, two of the surfmen of the Ludington Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, seeing a small schoouer-rigged sail-boat with
her mainsail blown away, south of the piers, put off’ to her assistance.
The craft contained two men and a boy, who had succeeded in making
fast to a pound-net stake. All three were taken to the station, and
when the wind died down one of the party went off in a skiff and brought
the sail-boat ashore.

August 14.—At about half-past 6 o'clock in' the morning, during the
prevalence of a fresh southerly wind and thick fog, the barkentine Franc
Lambirth, of Boston, Massachusetts, bound from that port to Bangor,
Maine, in ballast, ran in among the ledges and anchored in a dangerous
position near the breakers off Norton’s Island, about three-quarters of
a mile west-northwest of the White Head Station, (First District,) const
of Maine. She had thirteen persons on board, including three passen-
gers and a pilot. As soon as the fog lifted the vessel was discovered
by the keeper of the station, who immediately mustered a volunteer
crew—the station not being open at this season—and went out along-
side of her. The captain, wishing to obtain the assistance of a tug,

3N



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 85

was pulled by the life-saving men to the nearest telegraph station,
a distance of two and a half miles. Not being able to secure the
desired help in the vicinity, a message was sent to Portland for the rev-
enue-cutter Woodbury. After receiving word that the latter had started
on her way the captain was rowed back to his vessel. At about sun-
down the cutter arrived on the scene, but could render no service, as
owing to her dranght of water she could not approach within balf a
mile of the imperiled craft. She therefore anchored in Seal Harbor for
the night. The surfmen boarded the barkentine early the next morn-
ing (16th). The wind had shifted to the northwest and the vessel’s
stern .had swung round near the ledge and her keel had commenced to
strike on the rocks. The life-saving crew quickly ran out a kedge to
windward and hove the craft clear of the menacing danger. They were
now joined in their labors by a boat’s crew from the Woodbury. There
was not room between the ledges of rock to work the vessel under sail, so
the kedge-hawser was shifted from forward aft, to hold her stern in posi-
tion, while her bow was towed round until she headed in the desired direc-
tion. The hawser was then cast off, the topsails sheeted home, and by
clever nanagement she was run out through the intricate channel into
deep water where the revenue-cutier took her in tow.

August 14.—The lumber-laden schooner Angie Predmore, of Tucker-
ton, New Jersey, which had been at anchor in Absecon Inlet for sev-
eral days waiting a. fair wind, attempted to go out over the bar at
nearly low water at about halfspast 6 o’clock in the morning. She
was on her way from Norfolk, Virginia, to Derby, Connecticut, and
carried a crew of six persons. The wind being abeam, and a head sea
and tide, cansed her to pay off and strike the north shore; she was
forced over the highest part and thumped off her rudder in going
across, sinking and filling as soon as she deepened off into ten or
twelve feet of water. The keeper of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, hastily mustered a volunteer crew—the
station not being regularly manned at this season—and started in the
surf-boat to the vessel’s assistance; they helped to furl her sails, and
then gathering together what effects they could belonging to the sail-
ors, they returned to the shore, accompanied by the schooner’s yawl-
boat, where the entire crew were safely landed. In the afternoon an-
other trip was made to the sunken craft, but, owing to the high sea,
pothing could be done. The captain and crew of the schooner were
sheltered at the station for eighteen days awaiting transportation else-
where. Six days after the accident the Predmore was towed into the
harbor, full of water, by the wrecking company’s steamer, condemned,
and sold for a small amount. The following acknowledgment of the
above services was received from the master and .crew:

¢ ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY, August 30, 1885.

“We, the undersigned, captain and crew of the wrecked schooner
Angiec Predmore, desire to express our heartfelt thanks to Keeper Bowen
and crew, of the United Biates Life Station No. 27, for the prompt and
timely assistance afforded ns at the time of the wreck ; and also for the
many kind favers extended tous while partaking of their hospitality
during our stay at Atlantic City Station.

4 ¢ ENo8 LONGSTREET, Master.
“ WiLLiaM TRUET, Mate.
¢ WILLIAM BRANDT.
¢« HENRY MULLER.
“ HENBY WILLIAMS”
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Awugust 14.—On this date, at about 7 o’clock in the morning, the keeper
of the Cape May Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, dis-
covered a schooner stranded on the Delaware Bay shore, about a mile
northwest of the station. He collected a volunteer crew of five men,
consisting partly of surfmen belonging to the life-saving crew regu-
larly employed during the active season, and went along the shore to
the scene of the accident. They found that the craft had worked
well up on the beach under pressure of a strong northwest wind and
heavy sea. She proved to be the Rebecca, of Goshen, New Jersey,
bound from that port to Cape May Point, in ballast, and having a
crew of two men. The schooner had been at anchor off the Point with
no one on board, and during the strong blow parted her cable and went
ashore. The surfmeu laid out an anchor, and, after three hours of
toilsome and tedious work, succeeded in heaving her clear. She was
then taken to a safe harbor. The vessel, doubtless, would soon have
become a wreck ha she not been floated through the persevering efforts
of the life-saving crew.

August 14.—During his watch from midnight to 4 in the morning the
west patrol of the Vermillion Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Su-
perior, picked out of the surf a number of peavies, pike and cant hooks,
a logging-chain, and a quantity of oats and hay. These articles had
been landed on the beach from a steamer, and belonged to a party of
men in the vicinity who were at work getting logs off the shore. The
party neglecting to care for them, a heavy sea came up in the night and
washed the things adrift. The foreman the next day came down to the
station and thanked the surfman for saving his gear.

August 14.—In the evening word was received at the Muskegon Sta-
tion, (l;.‘)leventh District,) Lake Michigan, that a man had been drowned
near Bluffton, about a mile distant. Three of the life-saving crew
manned a small boat and, with grappling irons, proceeded to the place
and dragged until 9 o’clock at night without successful result. The
following day the search was resumed, but it was not until the latter
part of the afternoon that the body was recovered and turned over to
the relatives.

August 14.—In the afternoon of this date one of the crew belonging
to the Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, seeing a
horse in danger of drowning in the river, at a point opposite the sta-
tion, quickly manned his boat, rowed across, and led the animal into
shoal water, after which he was got safely on dry land. The owner
shortly put in an appearance and took charge of him, warmly express-
ing his appreciation of the prompt action of the surfman.

August 15.—Early in the morning of this date the keeper of the Cross
Island Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, discovered a vessel
stranded on Dogtfish Ledges, about four hundred yards from Cross Island
and a mile northwest from the station. The life-saving crew having
been disbanded for the summer season, the keeper, with one surfman,
rowed out in a small boat and boarded the craft. She proved to be the
small fishing-schooner Mary, of Lubec, Maine, bound home from Jones-
port, in the same State, with a load of fish. As the tide ebbed she was
left in a bad position on the rocks. The life-saving men helped to dis-
charge part of her cargo into small boats, and then stopped up her
leaks. A tackle was rigged from the mast-head to an anchor, which
had previously been planted out to windward, and, as the water rose,
she was worked off the ledge, and subsequently towed by the surfmen
to a place of safety. The schooner’s crew of two men were very thank-
ful for this timely assistance,
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Awvugust 15.—The keeper of the Wash Woods Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, gave shelter to three wayfarers, a young man
and two young women, who had lost their way in the storm after dark
while journeying to the house of a relative on the beach. They were
nearly exhausted and much frightened. The keeper saw them safely
on their way the next morning. The station was closed at the time for
the summer, with no one but the keeper on duty.

August.15.—Shortly before 3 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout of
the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, observed the small
schooner-yacht T'rio, of Cleveland, Ohio, capsize about a quarter of a mile
to the westward of the station. There were two personsin the craft at
the time of the accident, which was due to mismanagement in tacking.
The life-savers put off to the rescue as speedily as possible, and found
both men clinging to the bottom of the yacht. The surfmen soon re-
lieved them from their perilous sitnation, righted their boat, towed it to
the station, where it was bailed out and delivered to the grateful owners.

August 15.—In the afternoon of this date the crew of the Two Rivers
Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, rescued a runaway horse
from drowning that had plunged into the river after breaking the ve-
hicle to which he was harnessed and throwing out the driver. The
station men put off in a skiff and reached the animal in the nick of
time, as he had got amongst the weeds and was helplessly struggling
to keep above water. They succeeded in leading him safely ashore and
then delivered him to the owner. -

August 16.—The south patrol of the Sturgeon Point Station, (Tenth
District,) Lake Huron, on watch from 8 o’clock until midnight, observed
a small vessel approaching dangerously near the shore. She seemed
to be uncertain of her position, as a lantern was waved twice from her
deck. The patrol ignited a red Coston signal, when the craft at once
kept off and shaped a course down the lake.

August 17.—At about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, as a sail-boat, laden
with salt, with'two men on board, was passing through Lubec Narrows,
ou her way from Eastport to Machiasport, Maine, her mast was carried
away in a strong sonthwest breeze. The accident occurred about three
miles northeast of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of
Maine. Two surfmen, who witnessed the mishap from the shore, went
off at once to the assistance of the distressed crew, the life-saving station
being closed for thre summer. The disabled craft was without a small
boat, and, as her anchor would not hold her in the swift setting current,
she was rapidly drifting towards the weirs in the channel. The surf-
men succeeded in pulling her clear of the danger and anchored her in a
safe place. When the tide tarned they towed the sloop to Lubec, where
her crew were enabled to obtain a new spar.

August 17.—About 4 in the afternoon Marcus N. Barber, surfman of
the Fourth Cliff Station, éSeoond District,) coast of Massachusetts,
while standing on a wharf at Scituate, observed a sail-boat, contain-
ing two men and two women, capsize about three hundred yards from
where he stood and about fifteen yards from the shore. He immedi-
ately jumped into a dory and put off to the assistance of the people, who,
letting their boat go adrift swam ashore. Seeing that they were out of
danger the surfman secured their boaf, and after towing it to the shore
bailed the water out and put it in order again. The accident occurred
three and a half miles north of the Fourth Oliff Station, which at the
time was closed for the summer.

August 17.—At about 7 in the evening the keeper of the Gurnet
Point Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, went to the as-
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sistance of a small cat-rigged yacht, the M. M., of Boston, which had
stranded about half a mile north of the station, outside the point. He
found the vessel rolling deeply in the surf, and the three men on board
were endeavoring, with but little show of success, to keep her steady
by means of lines to an anchor on shore. She had already bilged on
the rocks. Keeper Holmes at once shifted the anchor farther up on
the shore, which is quite steep, and then by attaching the throat hal-
yards to it from the mast-head sueceeded where the other men had
failed, and got the vessel comparatively steady. This done he took the
men to his house for supper, and later in the evening, when the ebb tide
left the vessel almost dry, he calked the seams which had opened by her
laboring in the surf, battened canvas over the holes in her side, and
then ran an anchor off shore to hold her from driving farther up, so she
could be gotten off in the morning; the men being quartered mean-
while at the station. Operations were resumed at 3 o’clock in the
morning, (18th,) and by wading out waist deep in the water and lifting
and pushing with all their might, and alternately hauling upon the cable,
they succeeded at high water in floating the yacht off. Clothing was
then loaned the men from the supply.donated by the Women’s National
Relief Association until their own wet garments could be dried, and
after breakfast, on the next tide, the yacht was piloted by the keeper
up to Plymouth. The keeper suspecting from the actions of the three
men that all was not right, slipped off in search of a police officer as
soon a8 he reached the wharf, but during his absence the men de-
camped. It turned out that they had stolen the yacht. The owner
subsequently claimed her. It is patent that but for the good work
of the station keeper she would have been badly wrecked. The sta-
iion was closed at the time for the summer with no one present but the
eeper.

August 17,—On this date the mail-carriep arrived at the Fort Lauder-
dale House of Refuge, (Seventh District,) coast of Florida, suffering from
an attack of bilions fever. The keeper administered appropriate reme-
dies from the medicine locker and cared for the sick man three days,
when he had sufficiently recovered to continue his route.

Awugust 17.—At a quarter to 11 o’clock at night the crew of the Cleve-
land Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, were called upon to go up the
river about two miles, and try and recover the body of a woman who had
committed suicide by drowning herself near Center Street bridge. The
surfmen manned the dingey, rowed to the place designated, and, after an
hour’s search, found the remains, which they promptly turned over to
the city police.

Awugust 17—Near dusk of the 16th, while two men were on the lake
in a ekiff, the latter capsized and & man was drowned, by the name
of Martin Daulley, a sailor of Newfoundland, who had been employed
several years at Monaghan’s Landing. The aecident happened two and
a half miles from the Middle Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Ha-
ron, and could not beseen by the leokout. The occupants of the boat
were, at the time, under the influnence of liquor, to which circumstance
can be attributed their misfortune, as the mishap was due entirely to
carelessness. On this and the sacoeeding'day (17th and 18th,) the life-
saving crew swept the waters near the shore with grapnels to recover
the body of the :missing man, but their labors were not rewarded with
success. It is probable that the undercurrent carried the body into
deep water beyond their reach. Two days later, while the keeper was
making a tour of the island, he found a.coat washed up on the beach,
which was identified as having belonged to the man who was drowned.
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More than a week after a surfman found the body near the shore, a
glilq {md a half south of the landing. It was conveyed to Alpena for
urial.

August 17.—At half-past 12 o’clock in the afternoon as the scow John
Bean, jr., of and from Chicago, Illinois, was being towed into the har-
bor, through some mismanagement she strack the end of the north pier,
and received damages whieh caused her to sink fifteen minutes later
about two hundred yards east of the Muskegen Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan. A surfman whe saw the accident immediately
gave-the glarm, and the life-savers quickly pat-off to the sinking craft.
Much confusion prevailed -on board, and as soon as the surf-boat got
alongside baggage, clothing, :books, papers, and various small articles
were hurriedly passed intoit. The station men took off the crew, con-
sisting of seven, just-as:the vessel went down, and afterwards recov-
ered their yawl that had been east adrift daring the excitement. All
hands were taken to the station, where they were comfortably sheltered
over night. The soow,-which had no cargo, was subsequently raised,
pumped out, and taken to Grand Haven, Michigan, for repairs.

August 17.—Early in the morning two men started out in a small
yawl-boat from Racine, Wisconsin, in search of some lumber and shin-
gles that were -reported by a party of fishermen as adrift in the lake.
Shortly after midday the westerly breeze, which had steadily increased
during the foreroon, commeneed to blow fresh, and the men were obliged
to make for-shelter. They had to pull very hard against the rising
wind and sea, and in their strenuous efforts an oar was broken. Not
baving another to replace it, their frail eraft began to drift helplessly
off shore. Two of the crew of the Racine Station, (Eleventh District,)
Lake Michigan, who saw the predicament the men were in, hastened
to their assistance, and finally, after nearly two hours of vigorous
rowing, towed them safely into the harbor. They were almost fagged
out when evertaken by the surfmen, and were very thankful for their
timely rescue.

August 18.—At half-past 1 o’cleck in the morning the patrol of the
Big Bandy Btation, (Ninth District,) Liake Ontario, had his attention at-
tracted by a signal of distress out on the lake, about a mile to the north-
ward. He at onee answered by flashing his Coston light and then
hurried to the station and sammoned the-crew. The surf-boat was im-
mediately launched and the life-saving men pulled off to the sloop-
yacht Famnie F., of -Oswego, New York, bound thither from Sackett’s
Harbor, in the same 8State. She was found with her anchor down and
five persons on board. The sloop-had entered the bay ander close-reefed
canvas, and when it was attempted to put her about under short sail,
with a head-sea against her, she would not stay. The anehor was then
let go, but it proved too small to hold her. As she was near shore and
the weather threatening, her crew were anxious to find a place of safety.
The keeper put 2 man on board the yacht to pilot her into Big Sandy
Creek, while he went ahead in the surf boat and placed a light on the
bar bouy that marks the position of the channel. The sloop was taken
in safely and anchored in a sheltered berth. At about 10 o’clock in
the forenoon, the wind and sea proving favorable, she proceeded to her
destination, her crew having been provided with a warm breakfast pre-
pared at the station. The following acknowledgment was given to

the keeper:
AvucusTt 17, 1885.

« T, the undersigned, and in behalf of my crew of four, woulci_say we
feel very gratefal to Captain Fish, of Big:Sandy Station, and his crew,



90 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

for the assistance he gave in getting us to shelter in Big Sandy Creek
while riding at anchor in a heavy sea, about a mile north of the station.
* THOMAS FARRELL,
% Owner of Yacht Fannie F., Oswego, N.Y.?

August 18.—Shortly past 11 o’clock at night a patrolman of the Os-
wego Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontarip, while returning along the
beach, about a mile to the eastward of the station, heard loud cries out
on the lake, as of some one in distress. A northeast thunder-squall,
coming up at the time, prevented him from ascertaining the nature of
the trouble, and he hastened on and notified the keeper. The surf-boat
was at once launched and the life-saving crew pulled in the direction
whence the cries came, and soon were alongside of a small sloop-yacht,
with only one man on board, who was much frightened, ignorant of the
locality, and unable to make a harbor. The craft, which proved to be
the Jessie, of Seneca Falls, New York, on a pleasure cruise, was taken
in tow by the surfmen and brought safely into the Oswego River, whither
she was bound.

August 19.—At 11 o’clock on the night of the 18th the schooner Tan-
tamount, of Beltast, Maine, from Port Johnson, New Jersey, bound to
Salem, Massachusetts, with a cargo of coal and having a crew of five
men, stranded on Shovelful Shoal, four miles to the southward and west-
ward from the Monomoy Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachu-
setts, where she sank on the following morning about 4 o’clock. The
sea was not rough, and had the vessel been strong she could probably
have been saved, as she lay on the edge of the shoal where many others
bhave stranded and floated off. Her crew landed at Monomoy Point,
and were all carried, with the exception of the captain, to the main-
land by the keeper, where he obtained for them passes to their homes.
He returned for the captain on the morning of the 20th, but found that
he had gone to Chatham the previous day. As the disaster occurred
during the summer season, the life-saving crew were off duty.

Awugust 19.—At about 9 o’clock in the morning the lookout of the Sand
Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, descried a signal of dis-
tress on a vessel two miles off shore. The life-boat was manned, and the
crew pulled out alongside of the schooner Fame, of Detroit, Michigan,
beund home from Harrisville, in the same State, with a cargo of lamber
and cord-wood and a crew of seven men. She had sprung a leak early
in the morning, and was rapidly filling when the surfmen boarded her.
They assisted to work the vessel into the harbor, and started the pumps,
but wereunable to keep herfree. A tug was engaged to tow the schooner
to a wharf, so that when she sank her decks would remain out of water.
Two days later (21st) a steam-pump arrived and the station crew helped
to putit on board and set it up. A quantity of laths had to be removed
from the hold in order to get the suction-gear down. On the 22d the
beachmen lightered the craft of about thirty cords of wood, shifted a
portion of the lumber so as to straighten her up on an even keel, and
before 2 o’clock in the afternoon the water was pumped out and she was
again safely afloat. The captain soon stopped up the leak,and when
the life-saving crew returned to their quarters the schooner was in con-
dition to resume her voyage.

August 20.—At about 8 o'clock in the morning the small fishing-
schooner Maggie W., of Jonesport, Maine, with a crew of three men,
mistook the channel and struck on a ledge of rocks northwest of Beal’s
Island, about a hundred yards from the shore and five miles north of
the Crumple Island Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. Surfman
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E. C. Beal, who lives on the first-named island, witnessed the accident
and immediately put off in a small boat to the assistance of the dis-
tressed crew. He laid out an anchor for them, and, with their aid, tried
to heave the craft off the rocks, but all efforts proved unavailing. She
was then wedged up to prevent her from breaking in two and the water
pumped and bailed out of her. 'The flood tide floated her clear of the
ledge, when she was towed to the east side of the island, hauled up on
the beach, and the damages repaired. The surfman returned home at
7 ¢clock in the evening, having been continuously at work on the
schooner for about ten hours.

August 20.—At about half-past 6 o’clock in the evening, while a crowd
of people, who had witnessed a regatta from the light-house pier, were
being ferried across the Buffalo River in open scows, one of the latter
became over-loaded and was swamped in mid-stream by the swash
from a passing steamer. Several of the surfmen of the Buffalo Station,
(Ninth District,) Lake Erie,saw the accident and immediately manned
a good-sized boat, which happened to be near at hand,and put off to
the rescue with all possible haste. They found the scow nearly filled
with water and fast settling. One of the women passengers, in the
excitement of the moment, had fainted. The crew took her into their
boat and, after having relieved the sinking craft of about fifteen other
imperilled persons, landed them all safely on the wharf in front of the
station. The woman was restored to consciousness and taken to the
house and kindly cared for by the keeper’s wife, who provided her with
dry clothing and a warm supper. When her own apparel was in proper
condition she left the station with hearty expressions of gratitude to
the life-saving men for having saved her, and so many others, from
drowning.

August 20.—Shortly before noon of the 14th the lookout of the Point
aux Barques Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, during a fresh north-
east wind and heavy sea, saw part of a raft, composed of timbers and
logs, break adrift from the tug Wilcor, three miles from the shore.
Most of it washed ashore during the day and was scattered along the
beach a distance of four miles. On the 20th the steamer Mills anchored
oft' the station, and a force of men landed to gather the timber. The
keeper tendered the services of the life-saving crew, and the owner
gladly availed himself of the proffered aid. Towards evening the vessel
hoisted a signal and the surfmen pulled out and instructed the captain
where he could find good water nearer the shore. They then towed
two large yawl-boats, loaded with a hawser, to a raft which the men on
the beach had made up, running about two hundred and fifty fathoms
of line. As soon as the latter was made fast the steamer proceeded
with the raft to Sand Beach harbor, where it was left previous to be-
ing taken to Marysville, Michigan. The station crew repeated similar
work on six subsequent days, (August 23, 28, 29, September 4, 7, and
15,) until most of the timber was recovered, while they also prepared
boom-sticks and assisted at various times in rolling the logs off the
beach and rafting them.

August 20.—A small pleasure sloop, containing four men and five
women, wasseen to capsize in the river near the mouth of Muskegon Lake,
at half-past 4 o’clock in the afternoon, about a quarter of a mile from
the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. Although
the surf-boat was launched and manned with remarkable dispatch, a
steam-tug and a number of small craft that were fortunately near at

hand, rendered immediate assistance. The keeper, who chanced to be

]
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out in a row-boat, was, at the time of the mishap, abeut fifty yards
away, and suoceeded in rescuing two of the women who were precipi-
tated into the water. The sloop was picked up by the life-saving erew,
bailed out, put in order, and returned to the owner. °

August 20.—At about half-past 2 o’clock in the morning, during the
prevalence of a light haze and foggy weather, the patrol of the Hum-
boldt Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California, discovered a
vessel standing into danger towards the beach. e quickly burned his
Coston signal, when the craft at once came to an anchor, and the next
day a tug towed her into the harbor. '

August 21.—Shortly before 12 o’clock in the merning the lookeut of
the Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, saw a small
sail-boat, vontaining four young men, run.down while trying to cross
the bow of the steamer Wisconsin, as the latter was on her way out of
the river. Three of the occupants managed to reach the.spiles of the
Broadway Lridge and were rescued by some ‘men who happened to be
near at hand. The other, George Whiling by name, less fortunate than
his companions, was drowned. The life-saving crew arrived on the
scene immediately after the accident. They dragged the bottom of the
river with hooks and in about an hour’s time recovered the body of the
lost man. Every effort was made to restore life, but without success.
The c(;)roner was finally notitied and the remains were placed in his
custody.

August 22.—At about 5 oclock in the morning the keeper of the
Hunniwell’s Beach Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, received in-
formation that a schooner had gone ashore on Wood Island bar, about
an eighth of a mile south-southeast of the station. The latter being
closed for the summer, the keeper got together as speedily as possible a
number of surfmen, half of whom belong to the regular life-saving crew
and went off in the surf-boat to the distressed vessel. She proved to be
the Maggie, of Windsor, Nova Scotia, bound from Walton, in the same
Province, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of rock plaster, and
having five persons on board, including the captain’s daughter. The
schooner had stranded just before daylight during a heavy thunder-storm
and thick weather. When the station men reached her signals of dis-
tress were in the rigging, and the alarmed crew were making preparations
to abandon her, as she was rapidly settling in the water with the seas
sweeping overher decks. The work of rescne wasattended with extreme
hazard, as it was only by the most skillful management on the part of the
surfmen that their boat was kept from being dashed by the breakers
against the sides of the vessel and stove. After a series of hardy efforts,
however, all hands, with their personal effects, were successfully taken off
and safely landed on the beach, the surf-boat making two trips for that
purpose. The castaways were conducted to the station, cared for, and
sheltered, aud one man in want of sufficient clothing was provided with
properapparel fromn the supplies donated by the Women’s National Relief
Association. Besidesrecovering the vessel’s boat which had been washed
overboard, the surfmen assisted in stripping the craft of her sails and
rigging and getting them oun shore. The mate and captain’s daughter,
after staying three days at the station, took the steamer for Boston,
while two of the crew, a few days later, were furnished with free trans-
portation, through the agency of the keeper, to Pertland, Maine, where
they were placed in charge of the British consul. The wrecked schooner
was subsequently disposed of on the beach at public sale, bringing only
a small amount. The captain remained about a week at the station
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until his business was entirely closed up. The following acknowledg-
ment was received at the office of the General Superintendent :

* We, the undersigned, captain and crew of the schooner Maggie, wish
to express our thanks to the life-saving crew of the Hunniwell’s Beach
Station, for their valuable services rendered to us when our vessel was
ashore on Wood Island bar. It would have been impossible for us to
launch our boat in thesea that was constantly breaking over us.

¢«“J. F. MOLELLAN, Master.
“W. H. BROWN, Mate.

¢“J. W. JESSOP.

“A, E. KELLY.

“JENNIE F. MCLELLAN.”

August 22.—S8hortly before daylight the three-masted schooner ZTena
A. Cotton, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, bound home from Salem,
Massachusetts, in ballast, and having on board ten persons, including
three passengers, stranded on the beachabout one mile northeast of Little
Egg Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, and about one hun-
dred yardsirom the shore. She was digcovered by the keeper at 4
o’clock, just thirty minutesafter she struck. The station not being regu-
larly manned at this season, the keeper was obliged to speedily muster
a crew of volunteer surfmen to aid him in the work of rescue. He suc-
ceeded in obtaining the services of six men, and, with a team of horses to
haul the beach wagon, proceeded to a point abreast of the schooner.
The surf-boat was at once launched, the vessel boarded, and the captain,
his wife, daughter, and son were brought off and safely landed. A second
trip was immediately made, and their trunks and personal effects were
conveyed-to the shore. The rescued persons were taken to the Tucker’s
Beach Light-house, where they were kindly cared for by the keeper and
his family, who proved: to'be old friends of the shipwrecked party. As
the tide was falling, and there being no immediate danger, the seamen
remained on board the craft. Early the next morning (23d,) a steam-
tug anchored outside. The keeper, with five of his regular men, who
reported for duty the previous evening, and an extra hand to complete
the boat’s crew, took the captain out to the tug to make arrangements
to have the schooner pulled off, but as the former had neither hawsers
nor anchors of sufficient size for the task no contract was entered into.
By this time the vessel had worked high up on the beach. The station
men assisted the crew to put the yawl on deck and lash her fast, and
then helped to unship davits and make other necessary preparations
for the free use of hawsers and hauling lines. At2 o’clock in the after-
noon a steamer belonging to the Merritt Wrecking Company arrived
and engaged to float the schooner. The life-saving crew now returned
to the shore and housed their boat. At about 7 o’clock in the evening
of the following day (24th,) the vessel was hauled clear of the beach and
sailed for her port of destination.

August 22.—Daring the night the east patrol of the Vermillion Point
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, saw a steamer standing in for
the beach and burned his Coston signal to warn the craft of her danger.
She speedily changed her course and stood clear.

August 22.—A woman and little girl, belonging to a picnic party, fell
into the canal and were in danger of drowning when rescued by a surf-
man of the Ship-Canal Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, with
the help of several others who promptly came to his assistance. They
were taken to the station and the woman, who was both exhausted and
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frightened, was given a cordial from the medicine chest, supplied with
dry clothing, and kindly cared for by the keeper’s wife until she had
fully recovered.

August 23.—Towards evening, while two little girls, aged eight and
ten years, were playing on an old raft, lying at the wharf across the
harbor from the Kenosha Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
they fell into the river and were in imminent danger of drowning. The
lookout at the station put off in a small boat to their assistance, but
before he could reach them Surfman Mahoney, who happened to be
close at hand at the time of the mishap, quickly jumped on the raft, res-
cued the frightened children who were clinging to each other, and took
them to their homes.

August 24, 25.— At half-past 9 o’clock at night the south patrol of the
Ottawa Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, discovered a vessel
on fire in the bay, about a mile and a half to the westward of the
station. The life-saving crew launched the surf-boat and proceeded at
once to the scene, and found the burning craft to be the barge Josco,
of Port Huron, Michigan, with a cargo of lumber and a crew of five
men. She belonged to the tow of the tug Music, and was bound from
East Saginaw, Michigan, to Buffalo, New York. The fire was caused
by the explosion of a lamp in the galley. The tug went alongside and
directed a stream of water on the flames, but her donkey-engine gave out,
and, after hauling the vessel in the bight of the bay, was obliged to re-
‘sume her voyage with her other consorts. The surfmen stripped the
barge of all her rigging and got her anchor ready tolet go. They used
every effort to extinguish the fire, first by dashing on water in buckets
and then by the use of the station force-pump, but it had made such
rapid progress in the dry lumber that they were at last driven from
their posts by the excessive and stifling smoke. The vessel had been
scuttled shortly after the fire broke out, and when the keeper returned
with the captain from the telegraph office, whither they had been to
send for assistance, the barge had gone to the bottom, with her decks
bélow the water’s edge. The fire still continued, however, and the
surfmen left her about 4 in the morning of the 25th. They conveyed
the crew to the station and gave them breakfast, and then rowed them
to Tawas. The life-saving force worked during the entire day, saving
lumber and shingles which drifted ashore. The vessel and most of her
cargo proved a total loss. '

August 24.—Shortly after 8 o’clock in the morning, during a strong
north wind and high sea, the tug Thomas Spear, of Escanaba, Michigan,
on her way from Little Bay de Noquette, in that State, to Chicago, Illi-
nois, with a tow of two lumber-laden scows, parted her line, and the stern
scow brokeadrift. The tug, withtheremaining vessel, beaéed in towards
the harbor of Two Rivers, off which she was at the time of the accident,
but the water being too rough for the scow to safely run in the trough of
the sea, the steamer changed her course for Manitowoc, 8ix miles to the
southward. The crew of the Two Rivers Station, (Eleventh District,)
Lake Michigan, on witnessing the mishap, immediately launched the
surf-boat, sailed out to the tug, and offered to assist in recovering the
drifting consort. The proftered service was gladly accepted by the
captain, who dared not trust his small yawl-boat to run a line with in
the heavy seas.  After disposing of her charge in the harbor at Mani-
towoc the tug returned, took the surfmen in tow, and tho latter man-
aged, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, to board the scow, fiiteen miles south
of the station, whither she had drifted, and make a hawser fast to her.
At G o'clock, the wind having moderated, she was brought to an anchor
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near the Manitowoc piers. In letting go the anchor the buoy-line got
fouled in the propeller-wheel of the tug, which disabled her. The sart-
men, after working a while, grappled the line and succeeded in extri-
cating it. The men received #he hearty thanks of the captain of the
steamer and were towed back to Two Rivers, arriving at their quarters
at half-past 8, having been absent just twelve hours.

August 26.—The schooner Banner, of Machias, Maine, in ballast, hav-
ing a loose keel and leaking badly, put into Sawyer’s Cove for repairs,
and anchored about five and a half miles north-northeast of the Crumple
Island Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. She filled with water
and sank at about 8 o’clock in the morning of this date, while her crew
were ashore. The station being closed for the summer and the life-sav-
ing crew disbanded, the keeper, who was in Jonesport at the time, went
off alone to the assistance of the vessel. At the next low water, late in
the afternoon, the captain obtained the services of two sloops and raised
the schooner, the keeper materially aiding him in the work. The craft
was 1gt()lmped and bailed out, and taken to a wharf near by and securely
moored.

August 26.—The schooner Oregon, of New York, bound from Bay View,
Massachusetts, to New Bedford, in the same State, with a cargo of stone
and carrying a crew of four men was run ashore by her crew, during a
strong northwest wind, with a rough sea, at Squam Head, Nantucket,
about midnight of the 25th, to prevent her sinking in deep water. The
Coskata Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, about three
and a half miles distant, was closed for the summer, but the keeper as
soon a8 he learned of the disaster, on the following morning, offered his

- services to the captain and went on board the vessel. There being noth-
ing to do, he carried the captain, who had alse gone on board, to Nan-
tucket in his boat. He again visited the wreck August 28th and con-
veyed the captain to town a second time. The schooner was between
ten and fifteen yards from the shore when she struck, and her crew
landed in their own boat. She was a total loss.

August 26.—At half-past 8 o’clock in the evening a man, who had
accidently fallen overboard from his yacht, but had luckily saved him-
self by catching hold of his yawl-boat that was towing astern, came to
the Sheboygan Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, and was
provided with dry clothing from the stores donated by the Women’s
National Relief Association, and sheltered over night.

August 27.—Surfman Hasking, ef the Ship-Canal Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Superior, on this date, rescued a woman belonging to a
picnic party, who accidentally fell out of a pleasure-skift into the canal.
She was very thankful for her preservation, and stated that without the
surfman’s aid she must have drowned.

August 27.—The lookout of the Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, saw a sloop-yacht
capsize about three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of the station.
The life-saving crew pulled out in the surf-boat, and rescued the two men
who had been precipitated into the water and were in a perilous situa-
tion. A tug atterwards towed the sloop into the harbor, where the surf-
men pumped it out and put it in sailing trim.

August 29.—At about half-past 2 o’clock in the morning the surfman
on watch at the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
prevented a schooner, that was standing in for the harbor under full
gail, from colliding with a raft of logs being towed thrcugh the river
without lights. He manned a small boat and rowed out on the lake
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and hailed the vessel, which stood off' for a time, then came to the pier
and made fast until the channel was clear.

September 1-3.—Thesurfmen of Crumple Island Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine, commenced the active season by assisting ou these dates
to raise the schooner-yacht B. W. Brown, of Millbridge, Maine, which
was sunk during a heavy wind-squall, on the morning of August 27th,
about a mile south-southwest of Shabbit Island and five miles to the
northward and westward of the station. The captain,who was part owner
of the yacht, requested the services of the life-saving crew, and they went
to his aid on the morning of the 1st. He had previously engaged two
scows and six men, which were already alongside of the submerged
craft when the station men arrived on the scene. The combined: forces
set promptly to work and swept hawsers under the bow and stern of the
schooner ; these were then taken to windlasses on the scows, and, by
strenuous efforts, the men hove the yacht up about four fathoms clear of
the bottom. She was then moved a quarter of a mile, when the stern
hawser parted and she aguin sank. This mishap occurred at about
o'clock in the afternoon, and the tide being high, further work was
suspended until the next day. The life-saving crew returned early
in the morning of the 2d, when the operations of the previous day were
repeated, and the yacht was floated into shoal water near Duck Ledges,
where she was grounded. The day was now far advanced and as the
tide had commenced to ebl, nothing farther was attempted that
evening. The surfmen returned to the station for the night. The fol:
lowing forenoon, (3d,) at about 9 o'clock, they went for the third time
to the yacht, and at low water succeeded in bailing and pumping her
out. The mainmast having been carried away, the life-saving crew rove °
off new halliards and shifted the mainsail to the foremast, and other-
wise put the vessel in trim to resume her voyage. She was got under way
and a few tacks made to ascertain whether she would work under short
sail, and as everything proved satisfactory her course was shaped for
Millbridge, whither she was bound. While the foregoing work was in
progress an accident happened which came near resulting seriously.
While the men were heaving on the windlass the swell of the sea caused
the line to surge, and Keeper Marshall, who had his whole weight on
the iron bar used as a lever, was thrown violently over the machine and
landed on his head and back in the bottom of the scow. He was se-
verely bruised and strained, but still kept at his post. Several others
narrowly escaped injury.

September 1.—At about 7 o’clock in the evening, during a fresh north-
west wind, the keeper of the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Erie, was notified by telephone that a small schooner had broken
adrift from her moorings, while lying at the pier at Lake Side, and
driven ashore a mile to the westward of the station, and that immedi-
ate assistance was needed to relieve her. The life-saving crew pro-
ceeded, with the necessary gear, to the scene of the accident, and, after
listing the vessel over and bailing her out, rigged their tackle and
hauled ber well up on the beach. This timely service undoubtedly
saved the craft from geing to pieces. She proved to be the Mollie
Harnet, of Port Clinton, Ohio,; with two men on board.

September 2.—Shortly after 7 o’cloek in the morning, during baffling
westerly winds, the British schooner Ossro, of Saint John, New Bruus-
wick, encountering a strong adverse current, stranded on a reef about
one hundred and fifty yards from Southern Island and two and a half
miles to the westward of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast
of Maine. Shewas bound from her home port to Boston, Massachusetts,
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laden with lumber, and carrying a crew of five men. The mishap was
observed by a patroliman on the beach,and the life-saving crew at once
pulled off to the schooner and boarded her. She was found hard and
fast on the rocks ahd the tide falling. Some stout planks were taken
from the deck load and shoved under her bottom to keep her bilge from
the rocks in case she heeled over at low water. The station men ran
out her anchors well to windward, and put tackles on the cables and
set them taut. When thetide flowed she was hove clear of the reef, sail
was made, and the keeper piloted her to a safe anchorage in Tennant’s
Harbor. The pumps were tried, but, as she was found not to be leak-
ing much the surtmen left her late in the afternoou and returned to the
station.

September 2.— At about 9 o’clock in the morning a sail-boat, with two
men on board, passed out of Shark River Inlet and stood oft shore to-
wards the fishing banks. Au hour later thelookout of the Shark River
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, while scanning the sea
with a marine glass, discovered the boat capsized about twomiles distant.
The surtf-boat was immediately launched and the life-saving crew set
out with all possible speed to the scene of the wmishap, and succeeded
in rescuing Loth men. The sail-boat was righted and towed into the
inlet. The pull Lack was a very arduous one, as the oarsmen had to
contend against a strong wind and rough head sea. The two men were
safely landed and taken to the station, where they remained for several
hours, after which they boarded their craft and proceeded up the river.
They were very thankful to the surfmen for their prompt and efficient
action.

September 2.—Shortly before 1 o’clock in the morning the patrol of
the Cape May Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, discov-
ered the sloop Pioneer, of Chester, Pennsylvania, dragging from her
anchorage near the Delaware Bay shore during the prévalence of a
strong northwest wind. The vessel soon after parted her cable and was
blown high up on the beach ata point about a mile northwest from the
station. There was only one man on board at the time she struck and
he was able to jump safely ashore. At the next high water the life-
saving crew, after considerable labor, successfully hove the sloop afloat,
she having sustaived no perceptible damage.

September 2,—During the prevalence of a strong northwest wind with
cloudy weather, at about 2 o’clock in the morning, the patrol of the
Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, burned a Coston light
to warn a three-masted schooner which was standing too close in to the
point of Cape Henlopen. The vessel dropped her anchor justin time to
prevent her stranding on the beach.

September 2-5.—The tug Ella May, of Harrisville, Michigan, towing a
lighter with lnmber for the light-house breakwater, arrived oft the Stur-
geon Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, at 1 o’clock in the after-
noon of this date. She sounded her whistle for a pilot and the life-
saving crew went off to lier, ran lines to the shore, and did all they could
to get the lighter in position to discharge her cargo, but their efforts
proved ineftectual on account of the prevalence of a southwest wind.
The craft was blown on the reefs northeast of the station, but the tug
succeeded in pulling her off and towed her back to Harrisville to wait
for more favorable weather. Three days later (on the 5th,) the vessels
returned, and under the direction of the keeper were piloted close
enough to the shore so that lines were run and the lighter was hauled

19921 L s——7
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up to the beach where she was unloaded. Subsequently the surfmen
assisted to get her off and she was taken in tow by the steamer.

September 2.—Shortly after 7 o’clock in the morning,while a small fish-
ing vessel was trying to make the harbor with a scow.in tow, the latter
broke adrift, with one man on board, and went to the northward of the
pier towards the beach. The crew of the Manistee Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, put off and towed the craft safely inside.

September 3.—During the second night watch the western patrol of
thoe Race Point Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, dis-
covered a schooner running into danger towards the shore. He quickly
burned a Coston light, which had the desired effect, causing the vessel
to tack and stand off.  Had she not been warned in time slie would cer-
tainly have struck the beach. As it was she grazed the outer bar, in
going about, and narrowly escaped stranding.

September 3.— At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon a small pleasure
vacht came to off the Coskata Station, (Second District,) Nantucket
Island, coast of Massachusetts. Her anchor failed to hold and she was
observed to drag ashore. The keeper and two of the life-saving crew
at once went to her assistance in a dory, laid out a kedge, and succeeded
in heaving her afloat. As the party on board did not seem to under-
stand the management of a sail-boat, one of the surfmen was sent off,
when she was ready to sail, and got the craft under way. .

September 3.—At about half-past 10 o’clock at night the crew of the
" Brenton’s Point Station, (Third District,) coast ot Rhode Island, were
summoned by the west patrol to the assistance of the schooner-yacht
Nora, of Boston, Massachusetts, which he had discovered stranded on
Bateman’s Beach, a couple of miles or so distant to the northward and
westward of the station. She had struck about half an hour previous
while on her way in to Newport from Boston. By the time the life-
saving crew could reach the vessel in their boat, at about 11 o’cleck, her
own crew of four men had already run out an anchor and succeeded in
sluing her round, head off shore. The station men, therefore, at once
carried out the best bower to a good scope and in a short time hove her
atloat, when the sails were hoisted and she was put safely on her course
again for Newport. It was all done so quickly that by midnight the
men were on their way back to the station. Fortunately the sea was
smooth and the yacht received no damage.

September 3.—Shortly after noon one of the surfinen belonging to the
Seabright Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, observed a
cat-rigged pleasure yacht coming down the Shrewsbury River, with a
light southerly breeze, and his attention wasattracted by the awkward
manner in which she was steered. He watched her subsequent move-
ments until she came abreast of the station, where her occupants at-
tempted to jibe her and she capsized. The surfman then gave the alarm,
and the life-saving crew immediately manned a tishing boat that lay
near by, went oft and picked up the three frightened men who were
clinging to the overturned craft, and brought them to the beach. The
yacht was then towed ashore, righted, and bailed out. The men were
found much under the influence of liquor and were totally unfitted, in
their condition, to manage a sail-boat. One of them was in such a help-
less plight that his companiouns had difticulty in keeping him above
water. They were taken to the station, provided with food, and their
clothing dried. After getting sufficiently sobered to be again in rational
possession of their wits, they were permitted to return to their yacht
and proceed homeward.



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 99

September 3.—At 3 o’clock in the afternoon one of the crew of the Char-
lotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, saw a man clinging to the
bottom of a canoe that had capsized on the lake, in a sudden flaw of
wind, about three-quarters of a mile to the northward of the station.
He immediately put off in a skiff to the scene of the mishap, rescued
the fmperiled man, and landed him on shore. The surfman then re-
tarned and recovered the canoe and delivered it to the owner.

Sepiember 4.—The crew of the Gurnet Point Station, (Second District,)
coast of Massachusetts, put off in their boat to the assistance of the
schooner-yacht Celeste, of Boston, Massachusefts, which had stranded
about noon on Brown’s Bank, off Plymouth Harbor, about two-thirds
of a mile south of the station. She was from Brant Rock, bound in to
Plymouth, with an excursion party of ten persons, including ladies and
children, besides a crew of three men, making thirteen on board all told.
Her crew were already engaged in an effort to get her off when the
station men arrived; but as they had planted their anchor in the wrong
direction, the keeper took charge with his men and shifted it to a more
advantageous position, and by changing the trim of the vessel and heav-
ing hard on the cable they succeeded in about an hour’s time in getting
her safely afloat, when she at once proceeded to Plymouth.

September 4.—1n the forenoon, Keeper King and one of the crew of
the Amagansett Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New
York, rescued from the surf a lady, named Haight, who while bathing
near the station had been overwhelmed by a huge wave, and losing
hold of the life-line used by the bathers was being swept away by the
undertow. It was the belief ot the bystanders that she would have
been drowned but for the prompt aid of the station men.

September 4.—The schooner Phebe Ann, of New York, with a crew of
three men, while beating out through Hog Island Inlet, coast of Long
Island, on her way from East Rockaway to New York, in ballast, ran
aground at the westerly side of the inlet, about two and three-quarter
miles east of the I'ar Rockaway Station, (Third District.) Theaccident
occurred at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and was occasioned by the main-
peak halyards getting adrift. 1t seems the vessel was on the port tack
at the time, well over towards the westerly edge of the channel, when
the peak of the sail suddenly dropped, and that allowing her head to
pay off, she took the bottom before she could be put about. The mis-
hap was immediately discovered by the crew of the station, who lost no
time in going to her assistance. As the tide was falling, the vessel
could not be moved until high water. The men, however, carried out
the anchors and made other preparations, and remained on board, in-
tending to get her off that night. But the tide did not come in full
enough, and they did not succeed uutil the second tide the next day,
(5th,) when she was at once got under way, and put safely on her
course for New York. She fortunately received no damage. The cap-
tain was very grateful for the station crew’s assistance. 1t should be
mentioned that the crew of the Long Beach Station, the next to the
eastward, also boarded the vessel on the 5th, but their aid was not re-

uired.

4 September 4.— About half-past 5 o’clock in the evening the life-sav-
ing crew of the Cold Spring Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New
Jersey, observed the pilot-boat E. C. Knight, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, dragging towards the beach, opposite the Stockton House, Cape
May City, about a mile to the southward and westward of the station.
She had been at anchor waiting the arrival of pilots and stores. The
wind, in the meuntime, increased to a gale from the south, and the
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crew attempted to get her under way, but, owing to a disarrangement
of the steering gear, she was driven into a dangerous position near the
shore. The keeper of the station at once had the surf-boat hauled to a
point abreast of the disabled craft and launched, taking with him his
crew, one man from the Cape May Station, and six pilots. After bogrd-
ing the vessel they succeeded, by setting her sails and slipping the
cable, in moving her to a safe berth. This opportune assistance un-
doubtedly saved her from being forced on a lee shore and probably
dashed to pieces.

September 4.—In the morning the patrol of the Cape May Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, found a body on the beach
in an advanced state of decomposition. It proved to be the corpse
of a colored man who was drowned several days previous while bath-
ing in the surf. The remains were turned over to the coroner of Cape
May County.

September 4.—On this date the crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, were engaged in assisting the
owner of the schooner Adamant, of New Berne, North Carolina, to haul
his vessel out ou the beach. The life-saving men also helped to block
her up and get her ready for repairs. When the latter were completed,
on the 26th of the following month, the surtmen, at the request of the
captain, went again to the craft and launched her.

September 4.—In the afternoon the lumber-laden schooner Dorio and
Daria, of Boston, Massachusetts, bound from Morgan City, Louisiana,
to Corpus Christi, Texas, with a crew of four men, while trying to
make a harbor, during thick southeast weather, became unmanagea- -
ble after crossing the bar at Cavallo Pass, and stranded on the south-
ern end of Pelican Island, two miles to the eastward of the Saluria
Statioh, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas. The vessel hoisted a signal
of distress, which was immediately responded to by the life-saving crew.
Before the latter could reach her, however, the sailors took to their
yawl-boat and put for the beach. There was a high sea running, and
the craft was found bilged and fast breaking up, with the deck-load all
adrift. To be ready, in case of a possible mishap, the surfmen closely
followed the castaways to the shore. After seeing them safely landed,
all hands were conducted to the station. The following morning the
life-saving force pulled out, with the schooner’s crew, to the vessel,
and found her a total loss. Asthe heavy breakers and floating wreckage
made it hazardous to get near her, the men returned to the beach and
picked up a portion of the cargo that had washed ashore. The wrecked
people were sheltered and fed at the station for two days and a half.
On the 7th and 8th the surfmen recovered an additional quantity of
lumber that was scattered along the bay shore.

September 4.—T1 e lookout of the Aransas Station, (Eighth District,)
coast of Texas, at 6 o’clock in the morning, observed a small cat-rigged
boatabouttwo miles off shore,standing in towards Saint Joseph’s Island.
A half hour afterwards she went ashore on the outside beach a mile
from the point. Thelife-saving crew manned the surf-boat and pulled
over to the craft, which they found to be the Laura, of Laredo, Texas,
with three persons on board, one of whom was a passenger. The party
had worked up along the coast from the Rio Grande on their way to
Rockport, Texas, and had been two days without food. The keeper put
them on board a schooneranchored near by and requested the captain
to supply them with something to eat. In the meantime the surf com-
menced to make up, and there was danger of the stranded boat going
to pieces if left where she was. Accordingly the station men went to
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her relief, succeeded in getting her afloat, and took her round inside,
where she was safely delivered to the owner. The latter was very
thankful for this service, as he was afraid that his boat would be lost.

September 5.—At 3 o’clock in -the morning, during foggy and thick
weather, the patrol of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast
of Maine, burned his Coston light, and warned off a vessel that was
standing into danger. At the flash of the signal she immediately came
to, let go her anchor, swung just clear of the rocks, quickly got under
way on the other tack, and stood off shore inthe darkness. The prompt
action of the surfmen undoubtedly averted a disaster.

September 5.—Shortly after 2 o’clock in the morning the schooner,
Clara Jane, of Lubec, Maine, with a cargo of calcined plaster and boxed
herring, on her way from Eastport, Maine, to New York, while trying
to make a harbor in a thick rain-storm, struck on East Bunker’s Ledge,
one and a half miles north of Cranberry Isles Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine. She had five men and one passenger on board. The

_ accident happened on the flood tide and about an hour afterwards the
vessel floated clear of the rocks and anchored near by. She was ob-
served in this position, at about daybreak, by the beach patrol, who
also noticed a flag of distress hoisted in the main rigging. The life-
saving crew at once put off to her in the surf-boat, but, before they ar-
rived alongside, she slipped her cable, made sail, and got under way.
The surfmen boarded her, however, and found her with eighteen inches
of water in the hold and leaking badly. They relieved the crew, who
were much fatigued by their steady work at the pumps, and as-

. sisted in working the vessel into Southwest Harbor. Notwithstand-
ing the united efforts of the men the water kept constantly gaining on
them and the schooner was grounded in the harbor, at high tide, along-
side of Ward’s wharf. The station crew continue«f at the pumps until
some shore hands were employed to relieve them. The former then
pulled back to the station, a distance of over five miles, arriving there
at about noon, after having had six hours of arduous work.

September 5.—The patrol of the Cobb’s Island Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, a little before 3 o’clock in the morning, burned
a Coston signal to warn a vessel which was standing too close inshore.
The vessel went about and escaped disaster.

September 6.—In compliance with the request of the captain of the
steamer Tuckahoe, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which had anchored
near Fishing Point, Assateague Beach, Virginia, the crew of the Assa-
teague Beach Station, (Fifth District,) ascertained by telephone from
the Signal Service observer at Chincoteague the weather probabilities
and at once transmitted the desired information by International Code
signals, when the steamer proceeded on her voyage. She was bound
%13 the coast to New York with a cargo of potatoes from Watchapreague,

irginia.

September 7,8.—At 9 o’clock at night the crew of the Chatham Sta-
tion, (Second District,) Cape Cod, Massachusetts, went to the assistance
of a small fishing-sloop, the Little Lottie,of Chatham, which had stranded
about two miles south of the station, just beyond the entrance of Chat-
ham Harbor. The accident had happened through her missing the
channel and running onto a shoal, when, the wind being light and in-
sufficient to force her off, she had speedily filled with water and soon
afterward was driven by the surf onto the beach. Her crew of two men
got ashore unaided before the life-saving crew arrived. The latter
went to work and hauled her as far out of reach of the surf a8 possible
and then took the elder of the two men to the station, where he was given
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dry clothing and sheltered for the night; the younger man, his son,
being furnished with a boat to reach the village on the main-land to ob-
tain help in getting the vessel oft on the next high water. At 4 o’clock in
the morning (8th), the station crew returned to the sloop and got the
water and sand out of her and patched the broken planking with can-
vas, and when help arrived from Chatham she was launched and taken
into the harbor for repairs.

September 8.—The lookout of the Cross Island Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine, at about 9 o’clock in the morning, reported a schooner
becalmed off the south side of the island and in danger of Leing car-
ried on the rocks by the strong tide. The water near the shore being
very deep her crew were not able to bring their vessel to an anchor.
The life-saving men went off to her in the surf-boat, and, taking a line
which was made fast to the jib-boom, towed the craft well to seaward
clear of all danger, and there left her. She was the Stephen J. Watts,
of Jonesport, Maine, with a crew of four persons on board.

September 8.—In the afternoon the crew of the Gurnet Point Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, assisted in floating the small
schooner-yacht Albert Mortimer, of Plymouth, Massachusetts, which
had grounded at the Point about two hundred yards from the station.
She had two ladies and two gentlemen on board who came down to the
Gurnet on a pleasure trip. The life-saving crew waded out and, by
heeling the vessel down on her side—the water being quite shallow—and
lifting and pushing with all their might, succeeded in getting her off
into deep water without damage.

September 8.—Shortly after dark the west -patrol of the Fire Island
Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, discovered a
steamer running in too close to the beach for safety. He fired a red
Coston light to warn her of her danger, when she immediately hauled
farther off shore.

September 8-10.—Towards noon of the 8th the wind commenced to
blow fresh from the eastward, with heavy rain, at the Sturgeon Point
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, and a low and falling barometer
indicated an approaching storm. The schooner-barge Genesee Chief, of
Port Huron, Michigan, with a crew of seven persons, was moored at
the wharf at Black River, having loaded with lumber for Cleveland,
Ohio. Her exposed position being considered unsafe in view of the
inpending gale, a tug was employed and she was towed to an anchorage
a mile and a quarter off shore, with the understanding that she would
signal for the steamer to take ixer to a harbor in case her berth proved
ingecure. The vessel had but one anchor and that was not sufficient
to hold her. As the wind increased in violence and the sex made up
she commenced to drag, and about 6 in the evening hoisted a flag of
distress. The tug could not venture out in such weather, and so the
imperiled craft was left to the mercy of the elements. By 9 o’clock
the storm had reached the fury of a hurricane, and the night proved
one of the most frightful experienced by navigators on the lakes in
many years, the barometer registering as low as 28.90 inches. A mes-
senger arrived at the station in much haste from Black River to sum-
mon the crew to goto the assistance of the schooner. The keeper dis-
patched a surfman for a team of horses to haul the boat-wagon, and
burned Coston lights to recall the patrols. Shortly before midnight the
life-saving men were on their way over the heavy roads, their progress
being necessarily slow; and arrived at Black River, nearly ten miles
distant, at 3 o’clock in the morning (9th.) The most available place to
launch from was through a quicksand marsh where all manner of débris
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bhad collected. At daylight the surfmen, after considerable labor, man-
aged to get their boat out and started for the barge in a tremendous
sea that would have appalled less stout-hearted men. A hard strug-
gle with the fierce and foaming billows, at one moment shooting ahead
a length and the next being driven back by the fury of the tempest,
brought the sturdy life-savers abreast of the schooner. The captain
informed them that his vessel was leaking badly and he wanted to
engage a force to free her, having already thrown overboard seventy
thousand feet of lumber. The keeper replied that he could induce no
one to come off in such a terrific storm, and advised the master to seek
refage with his crew ashore until the weather moderated, as the barge
could not sink, and 8o long as the anchor held her would probably ride
the gale in safety. The surfmen hauled their boat alongside, suc-
ceeded in taking off all on board, and headed for the beach through
the breakers and drift-wood. On reaching shoal water they sprang
out and quickly dragged the boat ashore, landing the entire party un-
harmed. All hands immediately went to the hotel near by, warmed
themselvesand dried their clothing. Earlythe following morning, (10th,)
the storm having abated somewhat, the life-saving men took the crew
to the barge, which was still afloat, and were soon at work pumping her
out. They were re-enforced by six other men, and at midday the vessel
was free of water. In the afternoon the station crew hove the anchor
short, straightened out what was left of the deck-load, repaired the
steering gear as well as their means would allow, and at 2 o’clock the
steamer Mackinac took the schooner in tow for her port of destination.
The captain of the latter was profuse in his thanks to the surfmen for
their gallant services. :

September 8.—At daybreak a strong southeast gale of wind, accom-
paniefl by heavy rain, prevailed at the Chicago Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan. Shortly after 5 o’clock the crew were arouscd
by the lookout, who reported that the small sloop-yacht-Alice, which
was anchored just abreast of the station, bad dragged and fetched up
against the wharf and was in danger of being dashed to pieces by the
rough seas. The life-saving crew hurried to her assistance, and, by
means of poles and lines, kept her clear until a tug was obtained, when
two of the surfmen leaped on the yacht, slipped the cable, and she was
towed to a sheltered berth. After this service the men were called to the
aid of several small craft lyingin the basin at the foot of Randolph street.
The sloop Verve had parted her moorings and was pounding against the
wharf. The life-saving crew carried lines to the opposite side of the
slip and hauled her to a place where she was securely screened from the
storm. While thus engaged a large scow broke adrift and collided with
the yacht Minnie M., which was anchored near the middle of the slip.
Several of the surfmen ran lines from the scow, and, by dint of hard
pulling, separated the vessels before much damage was done. Half an
hour later the schooner-yacht Argo dragged from her anchorage against
the wharf. The station crew hastened to her relief and sncceeded in
keeping her from extensive injury while one of their number procured
a tug. The latter took the craft into the slip, where she was made fast
beyond reach of further harm. The life-saving force returned to their
quarters at half-past 8.

September 8.—At 15 minutes before 10 o’clock, shortly after the as-
gistance rendered in the preceding case, the crew of the Chicago Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, were again called out. The lum-
ber-laden schooner William Jones, of Chicago, Illinois, bound in from
Menominee, Michigan, with a crew of nine men, arrived during the
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night and anchored a mile east of the harbor. A .tug steamed out in
the morning to tow her into port, but subsequently returned with the
information that the sailors were unable to weigh their anchor. The
life-saving men launched the surf-boat and were taken alongside. The
heavy seas made it dificult for them to board the vessel, but they finally
succeeded and at once manned the windlass. After more than an hour
of steady heaving and hard work the anchor was broken out, when the
craft was towed inside and up the river to her wharf.

September 9.—While trying to make a harbor in a hard easterly rain-
storm, at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, the British schooner Flora
E., of Truro, Nova Scotia, stranded on the Middle Ground Shoal, Quoddy
Bay, two miles east-northeast from the Quoddy Head Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine. She was bound from Iiconomy, Nova Scotia,
to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of lumber and cord-wood, and
had seven persons on board, including three passengers. One of the
patrolimen saw the schooner when she struck, and at once reported the
circumstance to the kecperof the station. The life-saving crew launched
their boat from the relief house at Wormell’s Landiong, and were soon
alongside the distressed vessel. The proffered aid was gladly accepted
by the captain, and the surfmen went on board and assisted to Loist
the sails and man the gear. As the tide rose the schocner was backed
off the shoal into deep water and pilote:l to a safe anchorage, where she
was left in trim to continue her voyage.

September 9.—Theschooner Empire, of Belfast, Maine, bound from Ban-
gor, in the same State, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of lum-
ber, and having a crew of three wen, ran on Long Ledge in Seal Har-
bor, at about 11 o’clock in the morning, during a northeast wind and
rain-storm, three-quarters of a mile north of the White Head Station,
(First District,) coast of Maine. The station crew boarded her soon
after she struck, and laid out a kedge aunchor,but all attempts at that
time to heave her off the rocks proved fruitless. They then assisted to
throw over her deck-load, binding the lumber in rafts, in order to save
it. At 6 o’clock in the evening it was thought that she was sufficiently
lightened to float at the next high tide, and the life-saving crew re-
turned to the station for their supper. After finishing their meal they
again went out to the vessel and found that she was strained and Jeak-
ing. They promptly manned the pumps, but after working unceasingly
until past midnight, could not prevent the craft from filling. Asit was
now blowing strong from the northeast and raining hard, the surfinen
brought the sailors off, leaving one on board the schooner Carrie May,
which had anchored close by to take the lumber, and returned to the
station. Early on the morning of the 10th the captain of the stranded
vessel was rowed to the nearest telegraph office, about two miles dis-
tant, so that he could communicate with his owners, and also send for a
tug. The latter arrived at 10 o’clock that night, and one of the life-sav-
ing erew was put on board of her toact as pilot. The surfinen ran a
hawser to the schooner, but the tug, after several ineffectual trials,
gave up the attempt to float her and steamed away. It was now nec-
essary to remove the rest of the cargo, and the station men worked all
the succeeding day (11th,) discharging and rafting it. When all the
lumber had been taken out, calkers were employed to stop up the leaky
seams. On the 19th, in response to a prearranged signal, the life-saving
crew went ofl to the schooner with tackles and gear, righted and heeled
her over on the ledge, so that the workmen could continue their labors
on the opposite side of the hull. The following night, (20th,) the task of
calking her having been completed, the surfmen again boarded the ves-
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sex, ran out a kedge, and at high water succeeded in heaving her clear
of the rocks. She was then got under way and subsequently moored
alohgside of Spruce Head Island wharf, where lhier sails were furled and
she was pumped out. The next day she proceeded to Belfast for re-
pairs. The work of the life-saving crew on the above occasion was of
the most difficult and toilsome kind, and during the first threedays and
nights their labors were almost unremitting, they hardly taking any
time for needed rest.

September 9.—In the afternoon the crew of the Gurnet Point Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, floated off the fishing-sloop
Evelyn, of Plymouth, Massachusetts, which had stranded on a shoal
oftf Gurnet Point, about three hundred yards south of the station. The
vessel had four men on Loard and was on her way in to Plymouth
with a catch of mackerel. As in the case of the Albert Mortimer the day
previous, the life-saving crew waded out, and by listing the vessel well
over on her side and some hard shoving she was moved afloat and
safely anchored. The men were very thankful for the assistance given
them, as the weather set in squally soon after the vessel’s release and
the surf became quite high in the place where she had lain aground.
Had she remained there she would probably have been wrecked.

September 9.—The keeper of the Absecom Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, was called upon, at about 10 o’clock at night, to
go to the assistance of a horse which was stuck fast in the mire. After
rigging a suitable purchase, the life-saving crew finally saved the animal,
to the great relief of the owner.

September 9.—The keeper and crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, at the request of the captain
of the small schooner Willie T., of New Berne, North Carolina, went to
his assistance, there being no other help at hand, and aided him to take
his vessel out on the beach for repairs. They hauled her about twenty-
five yards on shore and blocked her up, so that the keel could be taken off
and a new one put on. Subsequently, on October 28th, when the repairs
were completed, she was launched by the station crew, who laid ways
under her,and by means of rollers moved her about fifty yards to where
she floated at high water.

September 9-13. At 2 o’clock in the afternoon, during a strong blow
from the eastward, with stormy weather, the lookout of the Ottawa
Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake [luron, observed a vessel at
anchor off Fish Point, seven miles northeast of the station, with a sig-
nal of distress hoisted. The surfmen could not reach the craft against
the high wind and heavy head sea, so they launched the life-boat in
the bay and the keeper applied to a steamer lying at the wharfat Tawas
for assistance. As the captain felt confident that the life-boat could not
live in such rough water, his own vessel having just arrived in atter a
stormy passage, he declined to grant the request. The crew then
sought aid of the steam-barge David W. Rust, and the master at once
recognized the imperilled craft as his consort, the three masted schooner
D. K. Clint, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, whose tow-line parted near the
place mentioned. She was coal laden, bound home from Buffalo, New
York, with a crew of seven persons. The captain, after transferring his
family to a safe place, got the barge under way and started for the
scene with the life-boat in tow. A three hours’ hard run, in which the
life-boat stood the heavy seas and rough weather better than the
steamer, brought them abreast of the schooner. The captain of the barge
was doubtful about taking hold of the craft, as he feared that he would
then have difficulty in getting his vessel before the wind. The life-



106 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

saving crew rowed to the schooner and learned that sbe was leak-
ing badly and that the master was extremely anxious to malke a harbo:.
With the utmost exertion they pulled back to the steamer, but the tre-
mendous seas prevented them from getting near her. They finally suc-
ceeded in heaving a line on board, which was made fast to the hawser,
and then dropped down a second time to the distressed vessel. The
barge had to keep her engines going in order to maintain steerage way,
and as the life-boat got abreast of the schooner’s fore rigging, the
steamer unfortunately worked ahead and the surfmen were drawn
under the former’s bows, where a sudden lurch bronght both her chains
across the gunwales of their boat and capsized it. All the crew man-
aged to get back into the boat when it righted except one man, who
was luckily hanled aboard the schooner. By the time the spare oars
were manned the boat had drifted so far to leeward that it was im-
possible for them to row back, so they headed for the station, under
a reefed foresail, reaching there shortly before midnight, wet, cold, and
nearly exhausted. Notwithstanding their conditiou, the patrol was
kept up on the beach until sunrise. 1n the morning (10th,) the tug Cora
B. took the surfmen outside again, the gale having moderated some-
what, though a high sea was still running. The barge Rust was fonnd
with the line foul of her wheel. She was taken in tow by the tug, and
the steamer Osceola went to the relief of the schooner and brought
her into port. The life-saving force went on board the latter and
worked at the pumps. After the vessel came to, the keeper accom-
panied the captain ashore and assisted him to hire a force of men to tree
the craft of water, and stay by the pumps until he reached bis destina-
tion. A diver cleared the line from the wheel of the Rust, and both
vessels proceeded on their voyage in the forenoon of the 12th, but re-
turned shortly after, as the schooner’s steering gear was found out of
order and she would not mind her helm. The following day (13th), one
of the surfmen put on the rubber suit belonging to the station and got
the wood-lock off the rudder, so that it could be unshipped and repaired.
The district superintendent received the annexed letter fromn the master
of the D. W. Rust, who also sent a communication of similar purport
to the General Superintendent at Washington:

“TAWAS, MICHIGAN, September 11, 1885.
“DEAR SIR: 1 wish to acknowledge in some way the splendid service
rendered by the life-saving crew at this place to one of the vessels in
my tow. I cannot emphasize the matter by a multiplication of words.
1 will simply say that they are all heroes, every man of them, from the
keeper down, and deserve special mention for their heroic conduct dur
ing thelate gale. 1 have written to mny owners in their favor and given
particulars, asking thewmn to bring the crew to the notice of yourself and
the Department.
“ Yours, very respectfully,
“RoB'T J. COWLEY
¢ Master of Steamer D. W. }tust.
¢ Capt. J. G. K1an,
‘ SUPERINTENDENT LIFE-SAVING STATIONS,
¢« Tenth District, Sand Beach, Michigan.”

September 9-11.—A gale of wind commenced blowing on the 8th at
the Thunder Bay Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, and in-
creased in violence to a hurricane from the northeast on the morning ot
the 9th. Thesea was driven in by the fury of the storm until the north

™y
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side of the island was entirely submerged. Driftwood and logs were
washed up three hundred feet on the shore, and fences, walks, and trees
swept away. The night patrol, undaunted, continued at his post of
duty, wading waist-deep in the surging débris at the imminent peril of
his life. At daylight the weather was thick and rainy and no sail could
be seen on the tempestuous expanse of the lake. The keeper had been
ill for two days and was congratulating himself that he would not be
called upon to confront the raging storm, when a surfinan rushed into
his room and announced that a large steamer had stranded on North
Point Reef, four miles southwest of the station. The keeper quickly rose
from his sick bed, and going outside dimly discerned the vessel through
the falling rain, hard aground, as described. Animated by the thought
of rescue, he hastily drank a cup of coffee, put on his clothing and life-
belt, and took his place in the stern-sheets of the boat. The latter was
sailed to the edge of the breakers, where the canvas was furled, the
masts were taken down and lashed, and the drogae was put over. The
sturdy life-savers then bent to the oars and sent the boat into the tum-
bling and foaming billows, pulling through them in,safety. This feat
was achieved at great personal risk, as the tremendous waves seemed
more than human effort could cope with. The steamer lay stern to the
sea and the life-boat was brought under her bow shortly before 8, where
it tossed about for six hours, shipping water from both sides. At last
the surfmen managed to take off the mate, who swang himself into the
boat from the fore-boom by means of the sheet tackle. He was taken
to Alpena with dispatches for the owners. The vessel proved to be the
Joseph 8. Fay, of Cleveland, Ohio, of twelve hundred and twenty tons
burden, bound from Dulath, Minnesota, to Buffalo, New York, with a
valuable cargo of wheat. She had sixteen persons on board, six of
whom were passengers. Towards evening the wind and sea moderated
somewhat and the station men returned to the stranded craft in tow of
the steamer Golden Eagle, taking with them a man who entered into an
agreement to float the vessel. As there was no necessity for the surfmen
to stay by the steamer during the night, they returned to their quarters
late in the evening, having been twelve hours in the life-boat. The
following morning (10th,) at daylight, the wind still being fresh from
the northeast, with a rough sea, they again pulled out to the vessel
and brought off the passengers, consisting of two women, three chil-
dren, and a man, and conveyed them, together with the captain, to
Alpenma. Wahile assisting the people to leave the steamer one of the
surfmen injured his foot by jamming it in the boat as the latter was
careened by a heavy sea. The telegraph wires were down and no worl
had been received from the owners, so the keeper assisted the captain in
perfecting arrangements for floating his craft. In the afternoon a tug
started to the scene of the accident with a force of wreckers and the
life-boat in tow. The surfmen did not leave the distressed craft until 5
o’clock and then rowed back to the station after a day of toilsome
work. Early in the morning of the 11th they went to the steamer and
found that about seventeen thousand bushels of wheat had been light-
ered. At 11 o’clock the tug Ralph pulled her off and the keeper was
requested to pilot the vessels clear of the reefs, which he did, and after-
wards took the tug to Alpena, while the captain indulged in much
needed rest, he having been up for two nights. It was the general
opinion that the steamer was saved from pounding to pieces by the
prompt action of the master in giving her the full power of the engine
Jjust before she struck, thus driving her out all of five feet, where she
lay firmly. She was floated just in season, as a strong southeast gale
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sprang up that afternoon which would have made her gituation an
extremely hazardous one. The captain was unstinted in his praise of
the life-saving crew and attributed the preservation of his vessel, in
great part, to their trained experience and ready aid. He also expressed
his appreciation in the subjoined letter to the General Superintendent:

“ALPENA, MICHIGAN, September 11, 1885,

« DEAR SIR: On the morning of September 9, at 5.30, the steamer J.
8. Fay stranded on North Point, Thunder Bay, Lake Huron, during one
of the severest northeast gales experienced in several years. At about
7.30 A. M. the life-saving crew at Thunder Bay Island arrived alongside
through a terrible surt, such as I thought no boat could live in. They
lay under our lee for six hours in the cold aud blinding spray, then, the
sea moderating some, they took my mate aboard from the end of our fore-
boom and carried him to Alpena with a telegraph message to my own-
ers. Also next day carried myself and some friends to Alpena. They
stayed by us until the vessel was got afloat, September 11, and rendered
us all the assistance in their power, for which myself and crew are traly
thankful to Capt.J. D. Persons and his men for their valuable services.

“ Yours respectfully,
«“J., A. HOLMES,
. “ Master of Steamer J. 8. Fay.
‘“ Hoon. S. I. KIMBALL,
“ General Superintendent, °
«U. 8. Life-Saving Service,
“ Washington, D. C.”

September 9.— At half-past 2 o'clock in the moruning, during a strong
portheasterly blow, with rain squalls and thick weather, the patrol of
the North Manitou Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan,
discovered a vessel standing dangerously close to the shore. He at once
ignited his Coston signal, when she changed her course. An hour after-
ward another vessel was warned off in the same manner. Both craft
narrowly escaped going on the beach.

September 9.—In the forenoon, while the schooner Herschel, of Menom-
inee, Michigan, was discharging her cargo of cedar posts at the south
pier, Evanston, Illinois, a northerly sea began making up and there
were indications of an approaching storm. The keeper of the Evanston
Station, ( Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, observing that no precau-
tions were being taken on board the schooner, owing, no doubt, to the
fact that the breeze still continued light from the westward, advised
the mate, who was in charge, that he had better stop unloading and
make preparations to get under way and seek a safer berth. A haw-
ser was accordingly run to the end of the pier. The keeper had no
sooner secured it than a heavy squall struck the vessel from the
north, causing one of her stern lines to part and obliging the crew
to hastily cast off the other so that she could swing round head to the
wind. In the afternoon a tug which was obtained came from Chicago
and towed her away.. The schooner returned the following Friday to
discharge the remainder of her cargo, when the mate called at the sta-
tion and warmly thanked the keeper for his advice and services, saying
that he did not know what would have become of his craft if timely
action had not been taken to save her.

September 9.—Shortly before 10 o’clock in the morning a man in a
small skiff was discovered holding on to a pile in the middle of the
river, about a quarter of a mile north of the Two Rivers Station,
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(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. It appearsthatthe boat,which was
ina leaky condition, had got adrift, and the occupant was withoutoars
or other means of reaching the shore. The life-saving crew speedily
put off to his assistance and towed the craft, which wasin a sinking
condition, safely to the shore. The rescued man was very thankful for
the prompt action of the surfmen.

September 10.—The schooner Maggie ower, of Portland, Maine, bound
from that port on a fishing cruise with & crew of fourteen men, ran into
Winter Harbor and anchored about three quarters of a mile north-
northwestof the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (IFirst District,) coast of Maine.
At 8 o'clock in the evening she grounded and started the oakum out
of her garboard-strake seams, causing her to leak badly. The cap-
tain came on shore a few hours after the mishap. and communicated
the particulars to the beach patrol, who at once informed the keeper
of the station. The life-saving men went off to the schooner about
midnight, and, on boarding her, found the crew hard at work, pump-
ing and bailing, in an effort to keep their craft from filling. The surf-
men lent them a hand, and the water was kept back until a tug-
boat was obtained, which towed the vessel to the flats where she was
run ashore. The station men remained on board at the pumps until the
ebb tide rendered further assistance unnecessary, and at 4 o’clock in
the morning (11th,) returned to the beach. The schooner’s leaks were
temporarily stopped up, and she was enabled later in the day to pro-
ceed to Portland for repairs. Her captain and crew were very thankful
for the services rendered by the life-saving men.

tember 10.—At an early hour in the morning, soon after midnight,
the crew of the Fourth Cliff Station, (Second District,) coast of Massa-
chusetts, discovered a small vessel quite near the breakers, a few hun-
dred yards north of the station. Signals were at once burned to warn
her of her danger, but as these were unheeded and the vessel continued
to drift nearer, the surf-boat was got out. Before it could be launched,
however, the vessel struck, and was driven so high up by the sea that
the surfmen were able to reach her by wading. She was a sloop-rigged
yacht. The two men found on board were assisted ashore and sheltered
at the station until 5 o’clock, when they left by train for Boston, pro-
fessedly to engage assistance to save the vessel. Shortly afterwards,
at daybreak, the station crew unbent the sails, removed the furniture
and ballast, and by rigging a purchase succeeded on the flood tide in
hauling the craft up clear of the surf and out of harm’s way. It trans-
pired that she was the Emily, owned in Boston, and that she had been
stolen thence two days previous and disguised {)y a coat of black paint,
the two men giving her the fictitious name of Enos Dodge when ques-
tioned by the station crew. One of the owners arrived later in the day
and made arrangements for getting her afloat, which was accomplished
a few days later. He was very thankful for what the station crew had
done, as but for their prompt action in haunling the vessel out she would
doubtless have been knocked to pieces on the rocks the next flood tide.
The two thieves were arrested upon arrival in Boston.

September 10.—The cat-rigged yacht J. W. Hyzer, of Anglesea, New
Jersey, left bome early in the morning and stood off shore for a day’s
bass fishing, with four men on board. About 5 o’clock in the after-
noon tk o wind suddenly came out from the northeast in a squall. Under
a close-reefed sail the yacht headed for Hereford Inlet, but, owing to the
strong wind and heavy sea she was unable to fetch the bar. The crew
of the Hereford Inlet Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey,
observing her dangerous situation, and fearing that she might founder
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in an attempt to cross the bar, signaled the men to run straight for the
land. This they did, and the boat came high up on the beach, a mile
southwest of the station, enabling the captain and his three passengers
to jump ashore dry-footed. The surfmen then unbent the sail and re-
moved the gear, etc., in view of a possibility of the craft breaking up
during the night. The weather moderated somewhat, however, and
the next morning (11th,) the life-saving men succeeded in floating the
yacht without damage.

September 10, 11.—Towards the evening of the 9th there prevailed
such a heavy blow from the eastward, with rain and stormy weather,
that the crew of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron,
manned the life-boat and placed the red light in position, as the harbor-
master was unable to reach the south pier. Two schooners were an-
chored off shore, and their exposed situation was a source of much
apprehension to the life-saving men. By direction of the district super-
intendent a horse was obtained, and one of the surfmen sent down the
beach to ascertain how near the vessel to the southward was from the
shore. On his return he reported that she was about two miles out and
evidently dragging. A fire was kindled on the beach directly to lee-
ward of her, and a vigil kept there during the night so that if she parted
her cables and drove ashore the watch could ride with all haste to the
statiou and rouse the crew. Similar precautions were taken in respect to
the other craft lying about ten miles to the northeastward. Doth schoon-
ers were nearly six miles from the patrol posts, and the weather was
80 thick that otherwise neither could have been secn in case of an ac-
cident in the night. At half-past 6 in the morning of the 10th a distress-
signal was observed on the last-mentioned vessel, and the keeper at once
engaged the tug Castle to go out to her relief. The surfmen launched
the life-boat and started in tow of the steamer. Arriving alongside,
they found her to be the schooner J. Bently, of Toronto, Ontario, bound
from Big Inlet, in the same Province, to Tonawanda, New York, with .
a cargo of lumber and a crew of six men. She was water-logged,
and had lost part of her deck-load. The station men ran a line to her
from the tug and then went on board and hove up both anchors, there
heing seventy-five fathoms of chain out on one and sixty fathoms on the
other. The schooner was towed safely into the harbor, and the captain
was conveyed to the telegraph office, where he communicated with his
owners. Most of the deck-load washed ashoure and was strewn along
the beach for a distance of six or seven miles. The life-saving force
started out and carefully marked it, and, as the lumber was from a
foreign port, the customs ofticers were duly notified and the deputy col-
lector at Sand Beach was instructed to take charge ofit. The following
day (11th,) the surfmen pumped the vessel free of water, working until
late at night. The captain greatly appreciated the assistance rendered
him in his adversity, and resumed his voyage in tow of a steam-barge.

September 12.—While the patrolman of the Ocracoke Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina, was going south over his beat
about 11 o’clock at night he discovered a schooner heading close in-
shore. He flashed a Coston signal to apprise her of her danger, when
she at once took heed of the warning, tacked, and shaped a safe course
oft the land. '

September 12.—At half-past 5 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout of
the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Lrie, saw a small
sloop capsize two miles and a half to the northward of the station.
The life-saving crew at once put off to the rescue and reached the ves-
sel in fifteen minutes’ time. They found her on her beam ends, full of
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water, and both occupants clinging to the hull. The imperiled men
were taken into the surf-boat, the craft righted and bailed out, and her
gear put in order. She proved to be the yacht Tidal Wave, ot Kelley’s
Island, Ohio. After getting her in sailing trim she was placed in charge
of her captain, while his companion was taken by the surfmen to the
island above named, where he took passage on the regular steamer for
Detroit, Michigan, whither he was bound. The station men were towed
bhack to their quarters through the courtesy of the master of the steamer
Jay Cooke. The yacht subsequently arrived safely in port.

September 13-20.—During this period the crew of the Chatham Sta-
tion, (Second District,) Cape Cod, Massachusetts, rendered varied and
important service to the crew of the Italian brig Francesca, of Palermo,
from the vessel stranded on the morning of the 13th on Chatham bar,
near the entrance of the harbor, about a mile and a half south of the
station, until her release and departure for Boston on the morning of
the 20th. The brig had a crew of twelve men, including a coast pilot,
and was en route from New York to Bangor, Maine, in ballast. She
struck on what is known as the South Breaker, half a mile out from the
shore, shortly after 4 o’clock, and was almost immediately discovered
by the patrol, the station crew reaching ker half an hour later. As
soon as they got on board it was learned that one of the sailors had been
swept adrift in the brig’s yawl. The men quickly shoved off to his as-
sistance, overhauling him half a mile outside the surf. Being without
oars, he was vainly endeavoring to get back by paddling with the rud-
der, the only article in the boat when it was lowered. The life-savers
transferred him to the surf-boat and towed the yawl back. It seems
that when the brig struck the captain, fearing she would go to pieces,
as she was pounding heavily in the breakers, ordered the boat lowered,
and in the confusion and excitement of the moment the men neglected
to make the painter fast, sq that when the falls were unhooked, there
being nothing to hold the boat, it went immediately adrift. How it
passed out over the bar seaward without swamping was truly marvel-
ous, the state of the surf being such as to require skill in its passage
even with the station-boat. As the brig had struck at high water, the
ebb tide left her hard and fast. A party of wreckers from Chatham
arrived soon after the station crew, and the captain employed them, to
get the vessel off; the station men agreeing also to lend all the aid in
their power. Heavy anchors were accordingly laid out, and on the next
tide she was moved seaward about two hundred feet. The life-saving
crew remained on board that night, and at 2 the next morning (14th,)
operations were resumed. The brig scarcely moved then, however, as
the tide was not so full as the preceding one. On that day the captain
was landed to communicate with his agent, one of the surfmen remain-
ing on board to prevent panic among the sailors, who it was feared
would want to abandon the vessel. Later the same day a second effort
was made to float her. Toward evening, a stiff breeze springing up
from the southward, all hands were landed, with their effects, and taken
to the station for the night, the wreckers assisting. The following day
(15th,) nothing could be done, although the station crew went off with
the Italians and remained until nightfall, when all hands came ashore
again. The morning of the 16th was spent in relieving the vessel of
some of her top-hamper, and in the afternoon, upon the resumption of
work by the wreckers, she was moved ashort distance farther seaward.
Nothing could be done again on the 17th, except to send down more of
the spars, in which the station crew aided. On the 18th, the weather
being favorablé, all hands joined in throwing ballast overboard and in
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laying out another anchor and cable, after which another unsuccessful
effort was made to get the brig off. Operations were continued the
next day, (19th,) and at dusk the Italians were landed, none but the
. wreckers remaining on board. The latter prosecuted the work with
great vigor, and at 8 o’clock that night, at high water, succeeded iu
tloating the brig off. She was anchored until the following morning,
(20th,) when the Italians were conducted on board again, and the vessel
proceeded to Boston, in charge of a tug, for necessary repairs.

To sum up their servicesduring the seven days that the brig lay ashore:
the station crew rescued the man who had gone adrift in the yawl ; they
gave valuable aid to the captain and crew in transporting them to and
tro and sheltering them while ashore, and rendered effective aid to the
salvors in all the operations until just before her release. That their
labors were appreciated is shown by the following letter, received by
the keeper after the brig’s arrival in Doston :

“BRI1G FRANCESCA, Boston, Mass., September 25, 1885,
“DEAR SIR: My vessel is now ready for departure to Bangor, and 1
take this opportunity to express my most profound gratitude forthe great
kindness and humane solicitude you showed to myself and members of
my crew while under your protection at Chatham Beach in time of my
misfortune. * * * My kindest regards to your wife and the mem-
bers of your crew.
«] remain yours truly,
“0. . RomAaN.
“Capt. N. Ii. GouLbD,
¢ Life-Saving Station, Chatham, Mass.”

September 13.—The lookout of the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,)
Louisville, Kentucky, at about 1 o’clock in the afternoon noticed a flat,
with five small boysin it, in a dangerous position above the cross-dam of
the falls. The life-saving crew at ouce manned their boat and went oft
and towed the flat and its occupants to a place of safety.

Séptember 14.—The patrolman of the Little Beach Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, seeing a vessel, shortly after dark, stand-
ing too near the shore for safety, hastily ignited his red Coston signal.
This timely warning had the desired eftect, as the craft at once changed
ber course and stood out of danger.

September 14.—At half-past 4 o’clock in the afternoon the dead body
of Patrick Finn,a man who had lost his life by probably bhaving his
boat either run down or swamped while out on the lake in the night,
was discovered by the keeper of the Erie Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, floating in the bay a half mile from the station. It was taken in
the surf-boat, conveyed to the city, and delivered upto the coroner.

September 15.—At half past 3 in the morning the crew of the Watch
Hill Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island, responded to an
alarm of fire given by the patrol, and by their promptness no doubt pre-
vented a serious conflagration. They repaired to the scene of the fire,
which was a drug-store and photograph gallery a few minutes’ run
from the station, with all the fire buckets available, and although un-
able to save that building succeeded in quenching the flames which had
just broken out in the structure adjoining, and thus prevented their far-
ther spread.

September 16.—About 11 o’clock at night the south patrol of the Hog
Island Station, ([Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, saw a vessel heading
directly for the southeast bar and nearly on the shoals, her red and
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green lights being distinetly visible. Ile at once burned a red Coston
light and she had barely time to change her course and clear the shoal.

September16.—At about 5 o’clock in the evening, while three men were
sailing on the Genesee River in the pleasure sloop Emily, of Rochester,
New York, they were struck by a sudden flaw of wind and capsized.
The keeper of the Charlotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario.
who was near by in the dingey belonging to the station, immediately
went to their assistance and succeeded in picking up one of the party,
the others having been rescued by boats which were, at the time,
nearer the scene of the accident. Two of the life-saving crew, who saw
the mishap, put off from the shore in a skiff and assisted the keeper to
tow the sloop to the pier, where she was righted and her sails unbent.
Afterwards she was taken up the stream into shallow water and bailed
out.

September 16.—Shortly after 6 o’clock in the morning the lookout of
the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, observed
o skiff containing two men in danger near the abutment of the Ken-
tucky chute of the falls. The life-saving crew immediately launched
their boat and started with all haste to the scene, but before they could
get to the imperiled craft it was carried over the end of the abutment
and swamped. The occupants succeeded in reaching the wing-dam,
when one of them leaped into the river and tried to recover his coat,
which he saw floating in the stream. The swimmer underestimated the
strength of the current, and would undoubtedly have been drowned
had not the station crew arrived just in time to rescue him from his
hazardous situation. His companion was then taken from the dam, the
skiff secured, and the men with their boat landed safely at the station.

September 17.—The schooner-yacht Mascotte, of New York, with three
persons on board, while entering Bdrnegat Inlet, about 5 o’clock in
the afterncon, stove a hole in her bottom by striking an old sunken
wreck. She filled with water, but the captain succeeded in working her
on the point of beach two miles south-southwest of the Forked River
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The life-saving crew
went to the assistance of the vessel, and, with pumps and buckets, freed
her of water. They then hauled her farther into the inlet where she
would have a safer and easier berth. The surfmen staid by her during
the night, and, after breakfast the next morning, (18th,) took her out on
the shore and stopped up the leak, after which she was enabled to re-
sume her cruise to Forked River.

September 17.—The patrol of the Tatham’s Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, at about half-past 4 o’clock in the morning, discov-
ered a vessel ashore about one mile to the southward of the station.
The fact was at once reported to the keeper. The life-saving men set
out in the surf-boat to the scene of the accident, and, in little more than
an hour’s time, the captain and his crew of four men, with their personal
effects, were brought on shore. They were taken to the station and sub-
sequently sheltered there for a period of two days. The vessel was
foand to be the schooner Shekinah, of Millville, New Jersey, bound from
New York to Morehead, North Carolina, with a cargo of guano. The
coast lights had somehow been misunderstood, and she had struck hard
and fast about four hundred yards from the beach. The surfmen,on the
day following the disaster, helped to strip the craft of her rigging, sails,
anchors, chains, etc., all of which were disposed of on the beach soon
after at public sale. The vessel went to pieces and, with the cargo, be-
came a total loss.

19921 L 8——8



114 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

September 18.—Asthe south patrol, belonging to the Muskegon Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, was nearing the farther limit ot
his beat during foggy weather, between the hours of 5 and 6 in the
morning, he heard the repeated blasts of a steam-whistle, and, as the
sounds kept growing more distinct, it was evident that the vessel was
approaching the land. The surfman quickly manned a boat near by,
and rowing a short distance off shore discovered a steam-barge danger-
ously near the beach, lost in the fog, and trying to find her way into
Muskegon Harbor. He at once hailed the craft, when she stopped and
reversed ber engines, the lead showing that she had then ounly twenty-
six feet of water. The surfman gave the captain directions how to
steer, for which the latter expressed himself as under deep obligation, as
the information would enable him to reach port in safety. Thesteamer
was the George Dunbar, of Chicago, Illinois, in ballast.

September 19-24.—In the morning of the 18th the wind, which had
been blowing fresh from the northgast, accompanied by rain, increased
to a violent gale and continued in tury throughout the day. Near mid-
night the crew of the Aransas Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Te
were called out to save the station-platform, which the high tide f:)’
in-rushing surf had commenced to wash adrift. The water flooded the
entire yard and reached two feet up on the house. While the men were
trying to shield the property from the ravagé of the storm the keeper
descried through the darkness, as a heavy squall passed by, a vessel’s
light moving rapidly towards the cove. It suddenly stopped about a
halt mile to the westward. The light was thought to belong to one of
the fleet that had arrived in the pass the previous day, and the life-
savers hastened down the beach and found that the schooner Emma
Thornton, of Brashear, Louisiana, had dragged from her anchorage and
driven high up on the shore. She was loaded with lamber and was
bound from Calcasieu, Louisiana, to Corpus Christi, Texas, with a crew
of three men. As she was in no danger of breaking up, and as noth-
ing could be effected until the gale abated, the surfmen returned to
their quarters. At daylight (19th,) the keeper offered to raft the
cargo of the stranded craft and heave her off while the tide was high,
but the captain did not wish to get the lumber wet and sandy, and
decided to employ a lighter as soon as the wind went down. In the
afternoon of the 20th the station force towed a barge to the schooner
and then laid out an anchor ahead of her. During the next four days
(21st, 22d, 230, and 24th,) the life-saving crew worked steadily discharg-
ing the cargo into the barge and loading it on a lighter. They planted
a second anchor, and, finally, in the forenoon of the last-named date,
succeeded in getting her off the beach. Had assistance not been close
at hand the approaching low tides would have made the vessel’s dis-
lodgment impossible until the following spring.

September 20.—At about 9 o’clock in the morning the erew of the
Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York,
picked up a yawl belonging to Samuel Greenwood, jr., of Sheepshead
Bay, which had dragged its mooring and was rapidly drifting out to
sea before the stormy oft-shore breeze. When overtaken the boat was
a mile or two from the shore. Later in the day it was delivered to the
owner.

September 20.—In the forenoon of this date the yacht J. S. Perrine,
with four men on board, which was bound from Atlantic Oity to the
fishing banks, encountered a fresh easterly wind when only a few miles
off shore, and, not being able to reach home, sought shelter by standing
in for Corson’s Inlet, coast of New Jersey. A pilot boarded the cratt
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and took her to a safe anchorage inside. The crew were provided with
dinner and water for their yacht at the Corson’s Inlet Station, (Fourth
District,) after which the keeper assisted to pilot them six miles through
the bay to a thoroaghfare, whenee they continued their way to Atlantic
City without aid, warmly thanking the life-saving men for their services.

September 20.—The schooner Sallie Solomon, of Baltimore, Maryland,
with a crew of four men, bound from Norfolk, Virginia, to the Great
Wicomico River, Maryland, in ballast, was totally wrecked on the Isaac
Shoal, at the northerly side of the entrance to Chesapeake Bay, about
five miles to the southward and westward of the Smith’s Island Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia. She was first seen by the station
patrol shortly after 7 o’clock in the evening runnipg along the beach as
though making for a harbor, the wind being fresh from the northeast,
with a heavysea. The patroiman, fearing from the course she was steer-
ing that she would inevitably strike, attempted to warn her of her danger
by igniting his Coston signal. No heed was paid to it, however, and in
atew moments she fetched up at the lower or southerly end of the island,
a couple of miles from the station. As soon as the man could give the
alarm the boat was run down to the point with the utmost dispatch, but
when the crew got there the vessel had beat over the shoals in that
vicinity and driven ashore on the Isaac Shoal, nearly three miles below
the island. The life-savers lost no time in getting off, and found, upon
arrival alongside at half-past 9, that she had struck heavily and bilged,
and was nearly fall of water. Her crew were at once taken off and
brought safely to the station with their effects. The weather continuing
stormy the castaways were compelled to remain at the station until the
24th, when they were conveyed to the main-land for passage to their
homes.

September 21.—On this date, at about noon, the lookout of the White
Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, discovered a schooner
ashore on the north side of Monroe Island, about eight miles northeast
from the station. The life-saving crew immediately launched their,surf-
boat and started out to her assistance. In abouttwo hours they arrived
alongside and found her tv be the Manantico, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vany, with a crew of four men, bound from Rockland, Maine, to Saing
GGeorge, in the same State, where she was to load paving stones for New
York. She had misstayed and struck hard and fast on the rocks and
was lying in a bad position about thirty yards from the shore. While
waiting for the flood tide the surfmen bent a hawser to a kedge and laid
the latter well out and then hove the line taut. As the water rose it
was found that the vessel was leaking around the center-board casing.
Tbe station men went into the hold with lanterns, soon found the leak,
and calked it from the inside. When the tide had advanced sufficiently,
at about midnight, the schooner was hove clear of the rocks, her sails
were set, and she was worked into Owl’s Head Bay and anchored. The
life-saving crew helped to furl her canvas, and, after a hard and tedious
pall of three hours against a strong wind and rough head sea, reached
the station at 4 o’clock in the morning.

September 21.—The crew of the Capo Fear Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, recovered from the surf, about a mile south of
thestation, a surf-boat, which they hauledup to a place of safety. Upon
learning subsequently that the boat had broken adrift from a south-
bound steamer, which had put into Smithville for a harbor, the owner
was promptly notified.

September 21.—Early in the morning of this date the lookout at the
Oswego Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, observed a small sloop-
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yacht, in charge of one person, standing out into the lake beforea light
southerly breeze. When about three-quarters of amile oft shore it was
noticed that the occupant of the boat was making endeavors to return
to the harbor, but from awkward maunagement the craft kept drifting
farther from the land. The life-saving crew went to the man's assist-
ance and found that he was eutirely ignoraunt in regard to the methods
of handling a sail-boat and was unable to inake any progress in the de-
sired direction. The sloop proved to be the Plover, of Oswego, New
York. The station men took her in tow and rowed back into the harbor,
a timely service that saved the man from being carried far out into the
lake, where he would have been exposed to a situation of extreme peril.

September 21.—At 1 ¢’clock in theafternoon a vessel was sighted about
five miles to the westward of the Oswego Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Oautario, with ber colors flying at balf-mast. As the weather was fine
it was supposed at first that the flag was hoisted to signal a tug. The
life-saving crew, however, pulled out alongside of her and found that
she was leaking badly and the crew of two inen nearly exhausted by
constant work at the pumps since daylight. She was the schooner
Trader, ot Oswego, New York, and had been loading cedar posts at
Stony Island for Fair Haven, when a shift of wind obliged her to stand
oft shore before she had finished taking in her cargo. Early in the
morning of this date she sprang aleak and was discovered by the look-
out of the station while trying to make port. The surfmen worked the
craft into the harbor of Oswego, but as soon as they relinquished their
labors at the pumps she filled and sank. Subsequently she was raised
and repaired. Itis very evident that the opportune assistance rendered
by the station crew on this occasion saved the vessel from foundering
in deep water off shore and becoming a total loss.

September 21.— At half-past 8 o’clock in the evening a boy came to the
Ludington Station, (Eloventh District,) Lake Michigan, and reported
that he had heard cries for help out on the lake. 1t was too dark to
distinguish objects very far away, so a surfinan was at once dispatched
to the southward along the beach, with instructions to flash his Coston
signal if he saw or heard any one in distress. A fresh southwest wind
was blowing, with a high surf running, and, in order to expedite mat-
ters as much as possible, the surf-boat and crew started off in tow of a
tug that happened to be near at hand. When about four miles south
of the station the Coston light of the surfinan who had preceded them
down the shore was seen to burn, and the life-saving men immediately
cast off from the tug, and pulled with all speed in the direction indi-
cated. Within two hundred yards of the beach two men were espied
clinging to the side of a capsized boat. They proved to be fishermen
from Pentwater, Michigan, who had gone out in their sloop, the Albert-
ine, and, while setting nets, some of the craft’s rupning-gear becoming
fouled, she had been blown over. They were taken in the sart-boat back to
the station, provided with dry clothing, and sheltered over night. The
vescue was effected in the nick of time, as the imperiled men were almost
in the breakers. Two days later, (23d,) their sloop, which had washed
bottom up on the beach, was recovered by the surfinen and towed into
the harbor.

September 22.—During-the night the south patrol of the Plumn Island
Station, (Second District,) coast ot Massachusetts, sighted a small
schoouner standing in dangerously near the beach; be burned a Coston
signal, from which she took warning, aud tacked oft shore.

September 22.—The north patrol of the Gurnet Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, shortly before 8 o’clock in the evening,
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sighted a vessel dangerously near the beach.- He promptly shouted to
hﬁr to change her course, when she immediately tacked and stood off
shore.

September 22.—Tlie crew of the Brenton’s Poiut Station, (Third Dis-
trict,) coast of Rhode Island, were summoned to the aid of a boy named
Rigley, a member of a fishing party visiting the point, who had sus-
tained serious injuries from falling upon the rocks. His wounds were
dressed with appliances from the station medicine-chest.

September 22.— At about noon, during the prevalence of a fresh east-
orly gale, with rain, the three-masted schooner Ada F. Whitney, of
Thomaston, Maine, was driven ashore on the coast of North Carolina,
about two and a half miles south of the Poyuer’s Hill Station, (Sixth
District). She had a crew of seven men,and was on her way from Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, to Brunswick, Georgia, in ballast. The crew of the
station had watched her movements for some minutes before she struck,
she appearing to be unmanageable from the loss of canvas. When,
therefore, it became manifest that she would soon be ashore, they set
out with the beach-apparatus, and in half an hour were on the scene,
although great difficulty was encountered in getting there, the high tide
of the morning having covered the beach and left it in a very soft and
bad condition. By the time of their arrival she had driven in to within
one hundred and twenty yards of the shore and swung broadside to,
with the seas breaking over herdeck and the spray flying half-mast high.
She was also rolling very deeply. The first shot from the Lyle gun
lodged the line in the mizzen-topmast shrouds, and, as soon as the gear
could be rigged,the seven men were brought safely to shore one by one
in the breeches-buoy. Their trapsit from the vessel was attended with
considerable risk, as the schooner was gradually working nearer, and
it was only by keeping the setting-up tackle manned that sufficient
strain could bekept on the hawser to prevent the men from being washed
out of the buoy. While the rescue was in progress the district super-
intendent, Mr. T. J. Poyner, and Messrs. John C. Gallop and Josephus
Baum, residents of the vicinity, joined the party and lent valuable aid.
The keeper of the Caffey’s Inlet Station, to the south, also came up and
rendered good service. The latter had been watching the vessel from his
station, and started with the apparatus as soon as she struck, but finding
travel so bad with the heavily loaded cart he had pushed forward alone
on horseback, leaving his men to follow, and arrived in time to help get
the people ashore. The captain and mate were taken in charge by Su-
perintendent Poyner and conducted to his home, while the rest were
given quarters at the station, where they remained five days. During
the succeeding night the schooner worked closer in and bilged, and on
the following day, when the station crew boarded her to recover the
people’s effects, she was full of water and in such condition as to pre-
clude the possibility of saving her. The station crew a few days later
assisted in saving the water-casks and part of the rigging, the anchors
and chains and other heavy articles being recovered by the Baker Sal-
vage Company, of Norfolk. The wreck was condemned and sold at
auction.

- September 22.—At about4 o’clock in the afternoon, during the preva-
lence of a northwest gale, with heavy rain, the lookout of the Big Kin-
nakeet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, observed a
small schooner in Pamlico Sound, about four miles from the station,
reudding under bare poles directly for the beach. The surf-boat was
immediately got out and hauled a mile through the woods to the land-
ing-place onsthe west shore. This tusk was not an easy one, as the
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thick growth of trees impeded the men in their movements and made
the work slow and toilsome. About the time that the life-saving
crew launched their boat the vessel, which could now be plainly seen
with part of her sails blown away, let go both anchors, which brought
her up a short distance from the shore. Her crew of two men landed
safely on the beach and were taken by the surfmen to their homes. The
schooner proved to be the Oran, of and for Iatteras, North Carolina,
from Tar River, in the same State, with a cargo of wood. She rode out
the gale without further harm and subsequently resumed her voyage.
. September 22.—The keeper of the San Luis Station, (Eighth District,)

coast of Texas, furnished the captain of a small sloop, who called at
the station and said that he was out of provisions, with a warm dicner
and supplies enough to last hfm two days.

September 22.— At about 11 o’clock in the morning the lookout of the
Erie Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, saw a man rowing a skiff, with
another in tow, abouta half mile from the land. The weather looked om-
inous at the time, and a heavy squall was coming up from the westward.
It was evident that if the boats were not brought quickly to shelter they
would drift out on the lake in the approaching storm and be capsized.
Three of the life-saving crew at once put off in the dingey belonging to
the station,and on reaching the skiffs were surprised to find that, besides
the oarsman who was in the firstone, the other contained an old mattress,
on which lay a woman with a small infant, not more than two months
old, in her arms. All were poorly clad. They were towed as soon as
possible to the shore, but before they could be landed the rain com-
menced falling in torrents. Throwing a piece of canvas over the woman
and child the man was about to wait for the storm to subside, but the
keeper insisted on the strangers going immediately to the station, where
they could keep dry. The story told by the man was, that he had been
living in Wallaceburg, Ontario, and being out of work and money, he
concluded to start with his wife and four-weeks-old baby for Cleveland,
Ohio, where he had friends. So he loaded his family, with their scanty
effects, into two skifts and set out on theirlong journey. They crossed
the lake and brought up near Dunkirk, and it was while skirting along
the beach that they were picked up Ly the surfmen as described. The
homeless, weary travelers were comfortably cared for af, the station for
two days, and then resumed their trip, being last seen by the beachmen
going west along the north shore of the peninsula. Duaring their stay
at the station the keeper’s wife kindly provided the mother with baby-
clothes from those left by her own bright little child that died a yearor
8o before.

September 22.—At about half-past 6 o’clock in the eveniung, during the
prevalence of a strong northeast gale, with a high sea running, the look-
out of the Cleveland Station, (Niuth District,) Lake Erie, reported that
the sloop-yacht Creon, of Cleveland, Ohio, with no one on board, had
parted her moorings while anchored behind the breakwater and was
being driven towards the rocks near the Lake Shore Railroad, a half
mile southwest of the station. Asshe was already in the heavy breakers
and close to the shore, it was seen to be useless to launch a boat, for the
craft could not possibly be saved. So the life-saving crew waited until
she struck and then set to work and stripped her of her canvas, rigging,
running-gear, spars, &e. All the articles recovered were taken to a
place of safety. The vessel was soon dashed to pieces.

September 22.—While the crew of the Cleveland Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict,) Lake Erie, were at work, as previously described, the sloop-yacht
Commodore Gardner, of Cleveland, Ohio, was seen to part her cables
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and go ashore in the same manner as the Oreon. The surfmen saved
everything they could bdlonging to her and stored the same on shore
near the station. The vessel pounded to pieces in a short time and be-
came a total loss.

September 22.—During the prevalence of a heavy northwest storm and
high sea, at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the scow Oak Legf, of
Toussaint, Ohio, bound from Oak Harbor to Marblehead, Ohio, with a
cargo of wood and a crew of four men, was in danger of being blown
from her wharf near the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Erie. The keeper visited the vessel several times and offered as-
sistance, which was declined by the master until the increasing gale
satisfied him that his craft was in great risk of being wrecked, when he
earnestly besought the services of the life-saving crew. At the keeper’s
suggestion a telephone message was sent to Sandusky for a tug. The
surfmen took a four-inch hawser from the station, which was used,
when the steamer arrived, in towing the scow to a safe offing. Had it
not been for the assistance rendered by the life-saving men in clearing
tho vessel from her dangerous position, she would, undoubtedly, have
parted her mooring lines, been driven 4shore, and lost.

September 22-25.—At 1 o'clock in. the afternoon of the first-named
date, during the prevalence of a strong northerly gale, the lookout of
the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, observed a
schooner standing for the harbor. A tug went alongside to take her
in tow, but as the crew of the former did not secure the line properly
to the bitts, it slipped and got adrift as the steamer started ahead, and
the captain of the schooner was obliged to let go his anchors. These
did not hold, on account of the high wind and heavy sea, and the ves-
sel commenced to drag towards the shore, outside of the breakwater,
about amile and a quartersoutheast of thestation. The life-saving crew
puat off at once to the craft’s assistance and found her to be the Pensaukee,
coal-laden, of Troy, New York, bound trom Charlotte, in that State, to
Chicago, Illinois, with a crew of nine persons. By the advice of the
keeper the captain scuttled the vessel, to keep lhier ffom pounding on the
bottom. The surfinen went on board and helped to clear up decks, and
as nothing else could be done at that time, they returned to their quar-
ters at about 4. On the way back they placed the red beacon-light in
position for the harbor-master, who found it impossible to reach the
south pier in the storm. After supper the station men again went off
to the schooner. The wind in the meantime had increased in violence
and heavy breakers were sweeping over the stranded craft. As it was
deemed unsafe to stay by her, the captain was advised to seek shelter
ashore with his crew, and all hands were conveyed in the life-boat to
thestation, where they remained through the night. Soon after landing
the master was directed by the keeper to a telegraph office, where he
sent for a tug and transmitted messages to his owners. The next day,
(23d,) the wind and sea having abated, the sailors were taken on board
the vessel, and the captain engaged a lighter to use in discharging his
cargo. On the 24th the life-saving force worked from daylight until
dark assisting to transfer the coal to the lighter. The master was
brought to the station and during this, as on the preceding night, a watch
was kept on the whart for a tug, which was hourly expected, with steam-
pumps. Early in the morning of the 25th she arrived and the surfmen
aided to set up the apparatus, and then resumed their labors lightering
the schooner. Later in the day the keeper took four of his crew, went
ashore in the tug, and sent off dispatches for the captain, obtained sup-
plies for his vessel, and secured the services of twenty men to unload
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the coal, who were carried on board in the surf-boat, as there was not
enough water for the steamer to go alongside. The surfmen then ran
a hawser to the tug, after which they manned the hand-pumps on the
schooner and freed her of about two and a half feet of water that the
steam-pumps could not reach. At this juncture the tug pulled the
schooner ahead nearly two hundred feet, when the latter had to be still
further lightened. At the next attempt to float her the line parted and
the station crew ran the hawser a second time. The crait was finally
moved inside, where lines were made fast to the breakwater, and by
means of the windlass and capstan, she was hove into deeper water. The
tug succeeded in getting her clear of the ground and towed her to the
steamboat wharf. The keeper restored the lines that had been used on
the breakwater to the captain of the schooner, and also procured for
him additional supplies from a neighboring store. He was profoundly
grateful to the life-saving crew for their valuable service, for under less
favorable circumstances his vessel might have proved a complete loss.

September 22.—At 2 o’clock in the afternoon, during a strong wind and
heavy sea, the lookout of the Grand Ilaven Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, discovered a fish-net, that had been placed at
the end of the north pier, breaking adrift. The life-saving crew im-
mediately proceeded to the scene and hauled the net to a safe place,
where the owner subsequently took possession of it.

September 22.—At 11 o’clock in the morning, during a heavy north-
west wind and rough sea, as a schooner was standing in for the harbor
at Saint Joseph, Michigan, she lost about two thousand feet of ber deck-
load of lumber, which washed ashore on the south beach. The crew of
the Saint Joseph Station (Eleventh District) recovered most of it, and
kept it under protection until called for by the owners. Later 1n the
day the same crew discovered the Government pile-driver and dump-
scow, which had broken from their moorings in the bay northeast of the
station, rapidly drifting across the river. They ran a hawser to the
crafts, and succeeded in checking them before any damage was done.
The officer in charge of the public works in the harbor said that the
prompt action of the surfmen undoubtedly saved the pile-driver from
losing its leader and hammer, for had it been allowed to have gone
much farther, it would have collided with a steam-barge lying on the
opposite side of the stream, which would have resulted in injury to
both vessels.

September 22,—At about half-past 4 o’clock in the afternoon, during
a heavy northeast blow, the lookout of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, saw a man washed off the north harbor pier
by the high seas. The alarm was at ounce given and the life-saving
crew quickly launched the surf and supply boats and set out to the
rescue. The strong head wind, with which they had to contend, made
progress slow, and the man soon sank out of sight. Meanwhile two
sailors from a schooner lying near, having observed the accident, ran
out on the pier with lines for the purpose of rendering assistance, when
they, in turn, were swept into the lashing waters. The surfmen arrived
on the scene just in time to save these two men, who were struggling
desperately to keep themselves afloat, and who were pulled into the
boats almost exhausted. The man whom the crew started for was
drowned. Diligent search was made for the body the following day,
but it was not recovered. On the 27th it was found by one of the surt-
men, conveyed to the station, and turned over to the city authorities.

September 22.—A fortnight previous a lumber-laden scow. bound from
Bay de Noquette, Michigan, to Chicago, 1llinois, broke adrift; from the

A



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 121

tag which had her in tow, and went ashore near the depot at the foot
of Wiseonsin street, Milwaukee. Early in the morning of this date,
while the wind was to the westward and the water calm, & gang of men
commenced operations to raise the cratt. It was theintention tosecure
timbers across the latter’s decks, sink pontoons under the projecting
ends, pump the pontoons out, and thus lift the stranded vessel. While
this work was in progress, atabout 10 o’clock, the wind suddenly shifted
to the northeast and increased to a gale, making up a high sea in short
order. One of the pontoons was driven on the beach, while the other
was kept afloat until the tug Dexter came and towed it into the harbor.
Seven men, most of them employés of the Milwaukee Ship yard Com-
pany, had been left on the scow and, as their small boat had filled and
been swept adrift, their situation became one of extreme peril. The
surf broke furiously over the vessel, and there was several hundred feet
of raging water between it and the shore. When the dangerous posi-
tion of the men was realized a crowd of anxious people gathered on the
railway platform, on the breakwater, and along the bluffs. At half-
past 12 o’clock news of the trouble reached the Milwaukee Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, three miles to the southward. Theo
surf-boat was speedily launched and, in tow of the tug J. B. Merriil, the
life-savers hastened to the scene. After getting as close as practicable
to the scow they cast off from the steamer and by skillful management
dropped down alongside the stranded craft. As opportunity offered,
between the fiercely-rushing waves, one by one the party jumped into
the boat. One man leaped short, but he was quickly pulled trom the
foaming waters and saved. All hands were thoroughly drenched to
the skin. The surfmen now bent their united energies to the oars,
and, cleaving the heavy breakers that Leset them on all sides, safely
reached the tug, where the men were placed aboard. The scow subse-
quently pounded to pieces and became a total wreck, though most of
her cargo was recovered.

A local paper, referring to the above incident, said: “The rescue
reflects great credit on the life-saving crew and aftorded the spectators
a practical illustration of the value of the Service.”

September 23.— At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon the keeper of the
Cranberry Isles Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, was informed
that the small schooner Relief, of 1illsworth, Maine, had gone ashore
near Sperlin’s Cove, on Great Cranberry Island, about three miles to
the westward of the station. She was at anchor and bound on a fishing
trip, and while her crew of three men were away in search of bait her
chain rendered aroun:l the windlass, and she was blown on the rocks,
the wind being high fromn the northwest. The life-saving crew hauled
their boat to the west end of Little Cranberry Island and launched it,
pulling from that point to the scene of theaccident. The schooner had
bilged soon after she struck, and the surfmen set about removing the
loose rocks lying near her, and carried out two cables, and made them
fast to a tree, to keep the craft from driving farther up on the shore.
As the wind was blowing a gale nothing more could be done to relieve
the vessel, and after making her as secure as possible, the station men,
at 8 o’clock in the evening, returned to their quarters. Early the fol-
lowing morning (24th,) they again went off to the schooner, swept for
and recovered her anchor, and laid it out to windward. With the use
of tackles she was heeled over, and at low tide the surfmen drove on
the started planks, and calked and battened the secams and holes on
the port side of the hull. She was hove clear of the rocks to where the
flood tide would float her, but owing to new leaks which appeared, the
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most persistent pumping and bailing would not keep the water out, and
80 she was hauled up on the shore and left in that position for the night,
the life-saving crew reaching their station at about 10 o’clock. The
next day (25th,) they fastened the schooner’s false keel which had worked
loose, battened several more seams, removed all her ballast, and suc-
ceeded in floating her at about 10 o’clock in the morning. They then
took her to Hadlock’s Wharf, Little Cranberry Island, and delivered
her to the owner, who warmly thanked them for their services.

September 23.—A¢t half-past 1 in the morning the south patrol of the
Fourth CIiff Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, observed
the lights of a vessel running close in shore. He instantly ignited a
Coston signal, when she went about and stood out to sea, just in time
to escape disaster.

September 23.—At about daylight the patrol of the Gurnet Point Sta-
tion, (Second District,) coast of- Massachusetts, reported the discovery
of a schooner partially dismasted and with sails blown away, at anchor
about four miles to the northward of the station. The life-saving crew
hurried through breakfast and set out as quickly as possible to her as-
sistance in their boat. When about half way they met the schooner’s
dory with her crew of two men and a woman in it, the latter the cap-
tain’s wife, making for Plymouth Iarbor. They had brought with
them their effects and reported the schooner a complete wreck. She
was the Savoy, of Tremont, Maine, with a cargo of mackerel from Prov-
incetown for Boston; the captain stating that in the night, when oft
Minot’s Ledge, she had been knocked down by a heavy squall which
carried away the head of the foremast, split most of her sails and caused
herto spring a leak, compelling them to run to leeward for a harbor.
As theleak had increased, however, too rapidly for the two men to con-
trol it, they had anchored the vessel and taken to their boat and were
pulling for the harbor. The keeper directed them where to land in a
smooth place inside the point and advised them to take the woman to
his house, where his wife wounld care for her, and then get a team for
conveyance to the ncarest telegraph oftice, nine miles distant, to tele-
graph to Boston for a tug. He and his crew then kept on to the ves-
sel. It was a hard pull, as a heavy blow set in from the northward
right in their teeth. They reached her at about half-past 8 and
found matters just as the captain had reported, there being nearly
three feet of water in the hold. The wreckage in the water alongside
was hoisted on board and cleared up as speedily as possible, a second
anchor was let go t) hold her trom dragging oft shore before the gale,
and then all hands manned the pumps. They got her comparatively
free in two or three hours, but kept the pumps going until 3 in the
afternoon when the tug Storm King arrived in response to the captain’s
* telegram and took the schooner in tow for the Cow Yard, in Duxbury
Bay, where the station crew anchored her. After that the two men
were put back on the vessel, the captain’s wife remaining at the keep-
er’s house until the abatement of the gale on the following day. On
that day (the 24tlh,) the tug took the schooner in tow for Boston. There
can be no doubt that but for the prompt measures taken by the
stagion crew this vessel would have been totally lost. When they
boarded her she had only a short scope of chain out and she must ere
long, with the freshening gale, have dragged off shore and sunk in deep
water.

September 23.—At about half-past 4 in the morning, during the preva-
lence of a fresh northwesterly gale, the patrol of the Far Rockaway Sta-
tion,(Third District,) coastof Long Island, New York,discovered a vessel .
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aground on the shoals at the westerly side of Hog Island Inlet, about
two and three-quarter miles east of the station. She was the sloop-
yacht Sagitta, of New York, with a crew of four men, and at the time
of the accident was on her way from Coney Island Cove to Ifire Island.
The high wind had split her mainsail and the men were taking the sail
in when she fetched up. As soon as the patrol could reach the station
with the alarm all hands turned out with their boat, which they
launched in the bay and pulled down inside to the inlet and thence to
the vessel, which lay about a hundred yards from the beach. It was
half-past 6 when they arrived. The four men were at once taken into the
boat and conveyed to the station, where they were sheltered until the
25th, two days later, when the vessel was hauled afloat by a tug.

September 23.—At 2 o'clock in the morning the patrol of the Aransas
Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas, warned a schooner that was
standing too close in shore by tlashing his Coston signal. The vessel
at once went about and stood out to sea.

September 23.— At about half-past 2 o’clock In the morning, during a
heavy northwest blow, the steamer Monteagle, with three schoomners in
tow, hove to oft the entrance to the Genesce River and signaled for a
tug. The gale was raging with unabated fury at the time and none of
the harbor boats would venture out to her assistance. Seeing no pros-
pect of obtaining aid, the captain of the vessel decided to try and get
his consorts inside. As the tow approached the harbor the schooner
John R. Noyes sagged to leeward and fell into the trough of the sea.
It was seen that she would not clear the pier-head, so her tow line was
castoff and thecraft struck the outer end of the east break water, doubled
roand it, and drove towards the shore. Both anchors were let go, but
they failed to hold her, and she dragged on the beach about one mile
northeast of the Charlotte Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario. The
vessel hailed from Oswego, New York, and was bound from that port
to Charlotte, in ballast, with seven persons on board. When the keeper
heard of the accident he at once mustered his crew and pulled across
the river in the surf-boat, where the meun disembarked and hurried down
the beach. Tlhey found the schooner stranded opposite a high and pre-
cipitous bluff where it was impossible to launch a boat. A fire was
quickly lighted on the bank, and the surfinen hastened back to the sta-
tion for the beach-apparatus. The mortar-cart was hauled to the rail-
way station, put on a hand-car, and run on the track over the draw-
bridge to a road that led directly to the shore. The gear was then
removed from the car and taken to a position abreast of the vessel.
The life-savers loaded and skillfully trained their gun, shot a line over
the schooner, and in a short time established communication by means
of the breeches-buoy. The latter was drawn back empty, since none of
the sailors.offered to come ashore, and one of the surfmen was sent off,
who ascertained that the crew had decided to remain on board, as there
was no immediate danger of the craft breaking up. The captain re-
quested the keeper not to displace the apparatus, and said that he would
hoist a signal in the riggiug in cgse the vessel commenced to go to pieees.
Shortly before noon the master was landed in the buoy and went to
the telegraph office, where e dispatched a message to his owners for a
wrecking-tug. During this and the succeeding day (24th,) the surfmen
remained on the bluff ready for action. Towards evening of the 25th
the wind and sea moderated and the weather cleared. There being no
further cause for apprehension, the life-saving force returned with the
apparatus to the station. The following morning the tug Charley Fer-
ris arrived with steam-pumps and freed the schooner of water. Later
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in the day she was pulled afloat, a sail bauled under her forefoot to
check the leaks, and towed to Oswego, New York, for repairs.

September 24.—During the night the patrol of the Watchapreague
Station, (I'ifth District,) coast of Virginia, seeing a vessel standing into
danger, warned her off by burning a Coston signal.

September 25.—Shortly after 7 o’clock in the evening the north pa-
trol of the Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast ot Virginia, while
returning over his beat to the station, warned off by Coston signal a
steamer which was heading directly for the shore. She responded to
the signal by immediately sheering off.

September 25.— A vesscl was seen by the patrol of the Cobb’s Island
Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, shortly before midnight,
standing dangerously near to the shoals. Ife at once burned a Coston
signal, when she changed her course off shore.

September 26.—The north patrol of the Creed’s Hill Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina, while on duty from 9 o’clock until
midnight saw a vessel heading too far inshore for safety aud at once
ignited bis Coston light. The red signal caused her to quickly tack and
stand off clear.

September 27.—At 11 oclock at night the patrolman of the North
Manitou Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, descried a
vessel standing in to danger. He flashed his Coston signal, when she at
once sheered off shore.

September 28.—Shortly before 1 o’clock in the afternoon, while a col-
ored man was fishing from the wing-dam of the Indiana chute of the
Ohio River Falls, he was seized with an epileptic fit and fell over into
the swift carrent. Ile disappeared from sight and was drowned where
the water was not more than four feet deep before any of the by-
standers could make efforts to save him. The crew of the Louisville
Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, being attracted by the
crowd of people that gathered on the dam, immediately pulled across
to the scene, and on learning what had happened made their boat
fast, jumped into the stream and scarched for the body which they
soon recovered. 1t was hauled out on the dam and the coroner duly
notified.

September 29.—At half-past 10 at night the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned off by Costou
signal a vessel he had discovered almost ashore. She immediately
changed her course.

September 30.—At about 10 o’clock at night the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned oft by Coston
signal a vessel which was dangerously close to Carter’s Bar. She im-
mediately changed her course and went clear.

September 30.—The crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of North Carolina, assisted the owner of the small schooner
Excellent, of Hatteras, in launching his vessel, which had been hauled
out on the bank (Pamlico Sound) for repairs.

September 30.—Shortly before 8 o’clack in the evening the lookout of
the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, reported a vessel
ashore at the head of Niagara River, two miles northwest of the sta-
tion. The keeper, by the aid of his glass, made out the craft to be a small
steamer hard aground on IHorse Shoe Reef. While the surf-boat was
being manned the harbor-tug Anna P. Dorr arrived with the information
that the stranded vessel was the George S. Donaldson, of and from Buffalo,
with three men and a passenger aboard, on her way to Tonawanda, New
York, and that while trying to make the outer channel, the weather be-
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ing thick and smoky, she had missed her reckoning and struck on the
reef. The tug procured a large hawser and then towed the surf-boat
to the scene of the mishap. The station crew sounded around tha
steauner to ascertain the depth of water, so that the harbor-boat could
approach near enough to enable them to run the line. This task was
finally accomplished and the vessel pulled afloat, without damage,
at about half-past 9, in condition to resume her trip. The captain was
very thaukful to the life-saving crew for their energetic work.

September 30.—At 10 o’clock at night, the atmosphere being smoky,
the patrol of the Muskallonge Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Su-
perior, discovered a large steamer heading directly for the shore, and
80 close in that he could hear the voices of the people on board. He
quickly burned a red Coston signal to warn her of her danger, when sheo
at once altered her course and stood off. In a few moments more she
would have been on the beach.

October 1.—At about 9 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the Pluam
Island Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, sighted two
sloop-yachts from the south about to cross the bar at the entrance of
Newburyport harbor. As there was a heavy sea breaking on the bar
he considered it dangerous for them to attempt to cross it and hoisted
the International Code signal K. P., (* Bar impassable,”) when the two
vessels at once changed their course and stood for Cape Ann.

October 1.—At about 11 o’clock in the night the east patrol of the
Coskata Station, (Second District,) Nantucket Island, Massachusetts,
sighted the lights of a vessel running directly for the shore. He flashed
a Coston signal, but sceing that she held her course and was making
directly for the rips, he burned two more lights to warn her of her dan-
ger, when she finally hauled up to the southward, without lessening her
dauger in the least. The south patrol, also observing the movements
of the vessel, quickly displayed a signal, whereupon she dropped an-
chor. At 5 o’clock the following morning, (October 2d,) the keeper with
one of his crew boarded the vessel in a dory. She proved to be the
schooner J. K. Manning, of Philadelphia. The captain stated that
during the previous night he had lost his reckoning, and seeing so
many lights flashing concluded to come to anchor, and that the patrol-
men had doubtless saved his vessel from disaster. He required no as.
sistance. The keeper informed him of his exact position, and shortly
thereafter the schooner weighed anchor and proceeded on her course.

Octoher 1.—At about 8 o’clock in the evening the patrol of the Pope’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) Virginia, saw a schooner standing in-
shiore on such a course that she must soon run aground. He burned a
Coston signal, and the schooner immediately tacked and stood out to
sea.

October 1.—At 10 o’clock in the morning the sloop Imperial, of Sand
Beach, Michigan, bound to Cheboygau, in the same State, in ballast,
with a crew of two men, came alongside the wharf of the Hammond’s
DBay Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, to have her windlass, which
got out of order the previous night, repaired. The vessel not having
timber or suitable tools for such work the keeper and one of the surf-
men went on Loard and assisted, during the entire day, in putting
the gear in good condition. When the job was finished, at about 10
o’clock at night, the sloop was enabled to resume her voyage. The
captain was very thauokful for the aid given him.

October 2.—Shortly before 10 o’clock at night two men were cast
ashore in a small schooner-rigged boat, about one mile east of the Two
Heart River Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior. A fresh north-
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west wind was blowing, and a high sea running at the time, and the
weather was cold and rainy. The patrol found the men shivering in
the wet, almost chilled through, holding on to their eraft, and conduct-
ed them to the station. The station crew were roused and at once
went to the scene of the accident and succecded, with tackles, in
hauling the vessel safely out on the beach. The men were furnished
with dry clothing, given warm food, and comfortably cared for until
the following day, when they started for their home in Grand Marais,
Michigan, very grateful for the kind treatment they received at the
hands of the surfmen. The boat was left in charge of the keeper, and
when the storm abated it was launched and moored in the river.

October 2.—At half-past 7 o’clock in the evening, during the preva-
lence of a light fog, a steamer was discovered by the lookout of the
Grand Haven Station, (IEleventh District,) Lake Michigan, heading di-
rectly for the beach, just north of the entrance to the harbor. The life-
saving crew were sumnmoned and hastened to the end of the pier. Ef.
forts were made to hail the vessel and tarn her from her course, but to
no purpose. It was afterwards ascertained that the wheelsman had
quitted his post and heedlessly gone below, leaving no one in charge
on deck. The craft stranded in three feet of water. She was the
steamm canal-boat Doctor Hanley, of Muskegon, Michigan, bound from
Black Lake to Saugatuck, in that State, with no cargo, and carrying
crew of four men. The captain sent oft' a line to the surfmen, and by
their aid, and the backing of the engines at the right time, the vessel
was floated. This proved a fortunate result, for had she remained fast
until sunrise she would doubtless have gone to pieces, as a4 northwest
wind commenced to blow in the night and made up a heavy and danger-
ous surf. The master was very thankful to the station force for their
efficient help.

October 2.—In the afternoon of this date a fisherman found a corpse
floating in the water about a mile to the southward of the Two Rivers
Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. Ie signaled to the surf-
men, who immediately went out and conveyed the body to the station.
The next day, in response to a telegram sent to Milwaukee by the
keeper, a man arrived and identified the remains as his brother, Julius
Mathaison, captain of the schooner Mzilton, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
a vessel that was wrecked in the lake, and which drifted ashore five
miles northeast of the station on September 8th. Subsequently, on Oc-
tober 8th and 10th, two more dead bodies were recovered, one of which
was supposed to be that of the mate of the vessel alluded to, and the
other was identified as that of Edward Mathaison, a member of the crew.
Both were buried in the cemetery by the station men under direction
of the proper authorities. All hands belonging to the ill-fated schooner
were lost before she drove on the beach. Some of her torn canvas
and a small yawl were the only things found by the life-saving crew
worth removing.

October 2.—Shortly after dark, during the prevalence of thick, foggy
weather, the keeper of the Two Rivers Station, (Eleventh District,)
hearing a tug sounding her whistle about a mile outside, went out on
the pier with a lantern, (there being no light at this point,) by which
means he guided the vessel safely into the harbor. She proved to be
the W. C. Tillson, of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, with a schooner in tow.

October 3.—Early in the morning of this date, during a heavy north-
easterly squall, lightving striek an unoccupied cottage at Sea Side Park,
New Jersey. The patrol of the Island Beach Station, (Fourth District,)
discovered fire, and, accompanied by the patrol of the adjacent station
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(Tom’s River), speedily proceeded to the dwelling, but could not effect
an entrance. They, however, aroused the neighbors, after which the
flames were extinguished with but little damage to the building.

October 3.—Shortly before noon the lookout of the Cleveland Station,
(Ninth District,) Lake Erie, observed the small sloop-yacht Lady Ida
leave the harbor for a pleasure sail, with three boys and two ladies on
board. As it was thought that those in charge were not experienced
hands in the management of a sail-boat a sharp watch was kept on the
party from the station. In a half-hour’s time a brisk breeze sprang up
from the southwest, and the sloop, being awkwardly handled began to
ship water and came near capsizing. The surfmen immediately manned
the dingey and started to her assistance, but before they could reach
the craft she was driven against the Government breakwater-and her
occupants, who by this time were badly frightened, attempted to
scramble up ou the pier. The station men called out to them not to
adandon the yacht, and, going alongside, took charge of her, reefed
the canvas, and sailed her safely back into the harbor.

October 3.—Early in the morning the sloop Imperial, of Sand Beach,
Michigan, bound trom Cheboygan to Spensville, in that State, sought
shelter in the harbor near the Hammond’s Bay Station, (Tenth District,)
Lake Huron, during a heavy northwest gale and rain-storm. She was
in ballast, with two men on board. The vessel came to off the end of
the pier, but her anchor would not hold,and she commenced to drag to-
wards the beach. The life-saving crew were at once summoned, and
speedily ran lines and hauled her to a safe berth. This work was ac-
complished just in the nick of time, asin a few minutes she would have
been ashore. Ihe captain heartily thanked the station men for their
prompt and opportune assistance. ‘

October 3.—The surfman of the Cape Disappointment Station, (Twelfth
District,) Washington Territory, on duty between midnightand 4 o’clock
in the morning, during the prevalence of thick weather, warned off a
vessel that was standing too close to the land by flashing his Coston
signal.

October 4.—Shortly after midnight, during the prevalence of a thick
fog, the west patrol of the Cross Island Station, (First District,) coast
of Maine, saw the flash of a rocket through the misty darkness, and sur-
mising that it was a signal from a vessel in distress he burned a Cos-
ton light, to apprise thoseon board that assistance was near at hand.
He then hastened to the station and gave the alarm. The keeper at
once assembled his crew and put off in the life-boat, in a rough sea, in
search of the vessel. They soon arrived alongside, and found her to be
the British bark Arda, of Dublin, Ireland, bound from Bowling, Scot-
land, to Saint John, New Brunswick, in ballast, with a crew of nine
persons. She had come to about half a mile from the station, danger-
ously near the rocks at the southeast end of Cross Island, and was rid-
ing by her starboard anchor, having just lost her port one. The captain
was very anxious to get his vessel clear of her perilous situation, but the
life-saving crew, after repeated eftorts, were unable to help him out of
his difficulty without the aid of a tug. They, therefore, rowed a dis-
tance of twelve miles to procure one, and piloted her to the distressed
craft. The tug soon had the latter in a sheltered harbor, and at 11
dclock in the morning, as the fog lifted, the surfmen assisted in getting
the bark under way and to where she could safely resume her voyage.

October 4.—Shortly before 6 o’clock in the evening, duringthe preva-
leuce of a fresh southerly wind and heavy sea, one of the surfinen of the
“White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, discerned through
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the thick fog the upper spars and tops of the sails of a schooner. She
was running among Brown’s Ledges and heading directly for the shore.
He hastened down to the water’s edge and hailed the craft, when she
quickly came to, and anchored almost in the breakers about one hun-
dred yards from the shore and two hundred yards to the westward of
the station. The surf-boat was launched, and in six minutes the life-
saving crew were alongside. She proved to be the Union, of Ellsworth,
Maine, bound to Tremont, in the same State, from Boston, Massacha-
setts, with a general cargo, and a crew of five men. The high wind
and sea caused her anchor to break ground, and she commenced to
drag, stern foremost, towards the rocks. The surfmen at once buoyed
her chain and slipped it, hoisted the jib, and eased oft the main sheet,
when she swung round just clear of the ledges. They then worked her
into Beach Cove, where she was anchored. After running out a kedge
and furling the sails the life-saving crew left her and returned to the
station, where they arrived at 9 o’clock. Two hours later a light was
observed displayed in the schooner’s fore-rigging,which was understood
as asignal for assistance. The station men immediately went off to her
again, The reflux of the tide and the wind, which in the meantime
had shifted to the westward and was blowing a gale, had swang the
schooner round in dangerous proximity to the rocks, where she woald
be liable to strike at low water. The surfmen therefore carried out and
plunted her kedge anchor well to windward and hove her into deeper
water. At sunrise on the 6th, the weather being favorable, they again
boarded the vessel, weighed her anchors, and kedged her out through
the ledges; they also recovered her buoyed chain and ancaor and put
them on board, and helped to make sail. The keeper piloted the
schooner into the chaunel, where she stood away on her course. The
vessel, doubtless, would have been badly damaged and perhaps lost had
it not been for the prompt and efficient assistance rendered by the
station crew. The captain highly appreciated their services, and was
profase in his thanks for the efforts made in saving lis vessel.

October 4.—In the afternoon, during a heavy northwest squall, the
crew of the Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New
Jersey, were called out to assist two vessels which were in risk of
being blown ashore. The first was the sloop-yacht Modesty, of New
York, with four gentlemen and a lady on board, bound on a pleasure
trip. When discovered she was dragging her anchors and in imminent
danger of being driven on the stone breakwater near the Goverumeut
wharf, about three-quarters of a mile wost of the station. The life-sav-
ing crew launched their boat and went to her assistance, and, after
heaving up one anchor and slipping the other, got her under way and
worked her into a place of safety. This performance was no easy task,
aud had it not been for the mostadroitand careful management, both the
yacht and their own boat would have been carried on the stone pile an«
dashed to pieces. As it was the sloop’s yawl was stove into fragments.
The next day (6th,) the surfinen recovered the anchor and chain that
had been slipped in the emergency. The following letter, referring to
the foregoing occurrence, was received by the General Superintendent:

¢“ OFFICE OF GEORGE W. Lairp & Co.,
“NEW YORK, October 7, 1885.

“DEAR SIR: I beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the service of
the captain and crew of the Sandy Hook Life-Saving Station rendered
me on Sunday, October 4, 1885, as without their timely aid the sloop-
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yacht Modesty would certainly have been lost in the storm that prevailed.
1 must say that & more persevering, active, and willing set of men I
never met.
«T beg to remain, yours respectfully,
: **JoHN C. CRACKNELL, Master,
s« Jersey City Yacht Club.”
¢« Hon. S. I. KIMBALL,
General Superintendent Life-Saving Service, Washington, D. C.”

After securely mooring the Modesty, the station men pulled to the aid
of the small cat-boat Village Pride, of New York, that was in great peril
of foundering in the heavy seas at her anchorage. There was only one
man on the craft and he was unable to handle her. The life-saving crew
succeeded, with much difficulty, in moving her to a sheltered berth.
The occupant of the boat was very grateful for this timely service.

October 4.—At about 4 o’clock in the morning, during a strong west-
erly breeze, while the tug Proctor was making Oswego harbor for shelter,
with five coal-laden barges, the e¢nd of the tow swung against the east
breakwater, and the Hattie L. Johnson and Tuscarora broke adrift and
drove on the beach about an eighth of a mile east of the Oswego Sta-
tion, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario. Both vessels hailed from Ogdens-
burg, New York, and were bound for Canadian ports ou the Saint Law-
rence River. The life-saving men speedily pulled off to the scene and
found that seven of the crew belonging to the Tuscarora had taken to
their own boat, but the heavy surf rolling in along the beach made it
unsafe for them to land. After considerable difficulty they were trans-
ferred to the surf-boat and taken to the station. The surfmen then re-
turned to the east breakwater and took off one of the same crew who
had previously jumped from the barge totake aline, and was left there.
Iu the meantime the people of the Hattie L. Johnson, numbering six
all told, managed to reach the shore unaided, after a venturesome trip
in their yawl, and were also conducted to the station. During the day
the life-saving force succeeded in boarding the stranded vessels and ob-
tained the personal eftects of the castaways. The latter were sheltered
over night at the station and comfortably cared for. Both barges were
totally wrecked and only a small portion of their cargoes was recovered.
The subjoined letter was given to the keeper:

¢ OSWEGO LIFE-SAVING STATION, October 4, 1885.

“We desire to express thanks, in behalf of ourselves and crews, to
the keeper and crew of this station for their promptness in rescuing us,
and for their unvarying kindness to us after we reached the station.
Their promptness and efficiency are worthy of all commendation and de-
serve favorable recognition by the Departwment.

“JoHN I, MUrPHY,
“ Master of Barge Hattie L. Johnson,
¢“E. BRUNETTE,
¢ Master of Barge Tuscarora.”

October 4.—On this date, at about half-past 8 o’clock in the morning,
while four men in the fishing-boat White Fawn were engaged gathering
fish from their nets, they were suddenly overturned by a flaw of wind,
about a mile and a half northeast of the IFairport Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict), Lake Eric. The lookout witnessed the oecnrrence and immedi-
ately gave the alarim. The life-savers forthwith put off to the scene,
while a hurried gathering of interested spectators on the shore of the
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lake watched their progress with anxious hearts. The wind was blow-
ing fresh from the westward and quite a sea was running. In twelve
minutes the surf-boat, yielding to the vigorous strokes of the sturdy
oarsmen, reached the capsized craft, and the imperiled fishermen, who
had coolly clung to their vessel, were placed out of danger. They were
safely landed and received the congratulations of the people on the shore.
Later in the day a steam-tug recovered the fishing-boat and towed it
into the harbor.

A local paper, remarking on this event, took occasion to say: ¢ The
life-boat crew are entitled to muoch praise for the promptness with which
they entered upon the discharge of their duty, and the skillfal manner
in which they performed it.”

October 4.—Shortly before 8 o’cock in the morning a schooner was
sighted about six miles west of the Grand Haven Station, (Eleventh
District), Lake Michigan, standing toward the harbor with a signal
hoisted for a tug. There was a high sea running with a fresh north-
westerly breeze, and, as the vessel labored heavily and was erratic in
her movements—first hauling on the wind and then going off before
it—she was carefully watched by the lookout. Not many minutes
elapsed before her ensign was half-masted and her distressed condition
made manifest. The alarm was given and almost immediately the life-
saving crew were proceeding to the scene in the surf-boat. Inthemean-
time a messenger had been dispatched for a steam-tug, with directions
to follow and lend whatever assistance was possible. The surfmen had
pulled out about four miles when, to their horror, the tottering craft
larched heavily and went over. She partly righted, but a furious on-
rushing wave struck her down the second time, where she remained on
her beam-ends swept by the foaming seas. With redoubled energy the
men urged their boat on to the rescue. At about fifteen minutes to 11
theysucceeded, after much hard pulling, in reaching the vessel, and found
the imperilled crew of six men clinging to her weather side. As opportu-
nity offered they were taken off, one by one, in a benumbed and perish-
ing condition, the captain being the last to leave the wreck. The tug
Arctic had by this time arrived, but the heavy weather precluded any
attempts being made to save the vessel. The castaways were taken as
quickly as possible to the station, provided with dry clothing, and
otherwise comfortably cared for. The schooner was the Annie Tomine,
of Chicago, Illinois, from Muskegon, Michigan, bound for Michigan
City, Indiana, with a cargo of lumber. The captain recounted that
he had left port early in the morning, and a few hours afterwards
discovered that his vessel was leaking badly. He tried to make a
harbor, but she continued to rapidly fill, notwithstanding the efforts
of the crew to keep her free with the pumps, and in the short space
of fifteen minutes was completely water-logged. Rolling heavily she
became unmanageable, and getting into the dangerous trough of the
sea, the force of the waves capsized her. He also stated that when res-
cued he was 8o numbed with cold and exposure that he had lost the use
of his lower limbs, and he felt certain that none of his men could have
held on an hour longer. Inthe afternoon the life-saving crew went out
in tow of the tug, with the hope of being able to bring the abandoned
craft into port. She had drifted about six miles to the southward and
was found to be fast going to pieces. The sea was so high that the lines
which were run to her parted, and the attempt had to be relinquished.
The next morning (5th,) the surfmen made efforts to save something
from the schooner which had finally stranded on the beach seven miles
south of the harborpbutshe had broken up and was a total wreck. A

ﬁ
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portion of her cargo was subsequently recovered. The shipwrecked
crew were sheltered at the station for twenty-four hours, when they de-
parted for their homnes. The subjoined communication appeared in the
Grand Haven Venture under date of October 14th :

“Ep1TOR GRAND HAVEN VENTURE:

“Kindly permit me space in your valuable paper to insert the follow-
ing:
% Commander and Crew Life-Saving Station, Grand Haven, Mickigan :

“To you we owe a debt of gratitude which mere thanks are incompe-
tent to repay. Your timely arrival at the wreck of the schooner Annie
Tomine, on the morning of the disaster, was the means of saving the
lives of all on board, as the seas were breaking over us and the chill,
cutting winds were fast wasting our almost exhausted strength; but a
short time longer and all would have been lost. The rapidity with which
you performed your duty was proof positive to us that commander and
men were well titted to fill the responsible positions you occupy. Your
pull of five miles against a northwest sea and fresh breeze inside of sixty
minutes was something that required the nerve and muscle of just such
men as you have proven yourselves to be. Your kindness in furnishing
us with dry clothing and kindly caring for our many wants while at the
station will ever be kept in grateful remembrance by myself and crew.
The life-saving service has proven its great value on the chain of lakes
in the past years, as many a shipwrecked mariner will testify who has
been saved from a watery grave by the assistance of commanders and
crews at the different stations. Again permit us to tender our heartfelt
thanks for the rescue from death, for duties well performed, also for the
many kindnesses received from you while at your station; and should
the future ever offer a chance we stand ready to befriend you in any
way we can, and with a willing heart and ready hand. A kind God
bless you, shipmates, and may your future be a prosperous one.

¢In friendship,
“ JOEN DISBROW,
“Late Captain of Schooner Annie Tomine.
¢“MUSKEGON, MICH., October 11, 1885.”

October 5.—On the previous evening, during a thick fog, the barken
tine Vidette, of Millbridge, Maine, bound to Bangor, in the same State,
from Boston, Massachusetts, in ballast, and having a crew of nine per-
sons, anchored in a dangerous position near Seavey’s Ledges, about two
miles west of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
She was discovered as the fog lifted, shortly before 9 o’clock in the morn-
ing of this date, with a distress signal flying in the rigging. A strong
gzale was blowing at the time from the west-southwest and a heavy sea
running. The life-saving crew promptly put off to the relief of the ves-
scl. A dangerous shoal, over which the sea was breaking, lay in their
course and threatened to swamp the boat, but the life-savers pluckily
bent to their oars, undeterred by the lashing waters, and crossed in
safety. After a hard pull of nearly two hours against the wind and cur-
rent, they reached the vessel and boarded her. They found that she was
riding heavily at her anchors with sixty fathoms of chain out and only
about a ship’s length to windward of the breakers. Her crew could do
nothing without assistance, and the station men immediately set to work
to help them out of their perilous situation. They manned the windlass,
and, after six hours of continuous exertion, succeeded in heaving up the
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anchors. Sail was then made, and by skillful management the vessel
was worked out clear of the ledges into Muscle Ridge Channel, where
she squared away for her destination. The barkentine was uudoubtedly
saved from being driven on the rocks by the timely arrival of the life-
saving crew.

October 5.—Immediately after leaving the barkentine Vidette, the surf-
men of the White Head Station, (IFirst District,) coast of Maine, were
called upon to perform a similar service for the schooner Eldora, of
Deer Isle, Maine, that had dragged from her anchorage in Muscle
Ridge Channel, and was lying in a dangerous position among the clam
ledges, about two miles and a half east-northeast of the station. She
was bound home from Boston, Massachusetts, in ballast, and had on
bioard five persons, including one passenger. The station crew arrived
alongside of her a few minutes before 5 o’clock in the afternonn. The
wind had now somewhat abated, but was still blowing fresh from the
westward. The life-saving men immediately turned to and helped the
sailors to heave up the anchors ; the vessel was then got under way aund
worked clear of the ledges and beat well out:into the channel, where
she was enabled to resume her voyage in safety. The surfmen returned
to the station at 11 o’clock at night after a day of hard and praiseworthy
work.

October 5.—At 2 o'clock in the morning a vessel was seen heading to-,
ward Carter’s bar by the midhight patrol of-the Cobb’s Island Station,
(Fifth District,) Virginia. He at once ignited a red Coston signal, from*
which the vessel took warning and changed her course.

October 5—At 1 o'clock in the afternoon, during a fresh northerly
gale with stormy weather, the lookout of the Crisp’s Station, (Tenth Dis-
trict,) Lake Superior, reported a small vessel adrift on the lake, about
four miles to the northward, with a distress signal flying. Theilife-
saving crew pulled off to the craft, which proved to be a derelict
schooner-rigged boat, forty”feet long, with all the sails gone. It was
towed to the station by the surfmen and the circumstance of its recovery
duly advertised. Subsequently it was claimed by the agent of the Hud-
son Bay Company at Saunlt Ste. Marie. It was ascertained that the
boat’s canvas had been blown away in a gale of wind two days previous
on the opposite side of the lake, near Michipicoten River, Ontario, and
that the crew of two men had been taken off by a fishing lugger. Thus
abandoned it had drifted across the lake. On October 31st the keeper
went with the craft as far as White Fish Point, where two men were cu-
gaged todeliver it to the owners. Word of its safe arrival was received
soon after from the agent at Sault Ste. Marie, with expressions of thanks
to the life saving crew.

October 5.—At about i o’clock in the morning of this date the crew of
the Ludington Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, were towed
out by the tug Sporttoaburning vessel, which was discovered by the look-
out about twelve miles northwest of the station. She proved to be the
steam-propeller Robert G. Ingersoll, of Chicago, Illinois, bound home
with a cargo of lumber from Manistee, Michigan. On reaching her
it was fonnd that her cabin was totally destroyed and the deck-load in
flames. The crew of seven men had been previously taken off by a pass-
ing steam-barge. An attempt was made to tow the craft into shallow
water and the surfmen made a line fast to her anchor, which was hang-
ing from the bow. As soon as the tug brought a strain on the line, how-
ever, all the cable ran out of the hawse-pipe, and, as there was nothing
else on the vessel to secure to, she was reluctantly abandoned. With
some difficulty the anchor was hoisted clear of the ground and both it
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and the chain were towed pear the station, where they were let go. The
life-saving crew subsequently landed themn on the pier. The steamer,
with the cargo, was entirely consumed. The origin of the fire could not.
be ascertained. The men of the Grand Point au Sable Station also
endeavored to render assistance on this occasion, but on the way out,
meeting the steamer Geo. C. Markham, with the crew of the burning
vessel on board, and learning that matters could in nowise be helped,
they returned to their quarters.

October 6.—Shortly after dark the patrol of the San Luis Station,
(Eighth District,) coast of Texas, observing a schooner standing inshore
and almost.on the beach, burned a Coston signal, when those on board
replied by waving a lantern, and the vessel quickly changed course and
stood out of danger. ‘

October 6.—Tbe north patrol of the Brazos Station, (Eighth District,)
coast of Texas, having the watch from 8 o’clock to midnight, observing
a steamer standing in towards the bar burned his Coston light to warn
her of danger. Soon after seeing the signal she came safely to an anchor
off the shoals and waited for daylight before entering the harbor.

October 7.—The schooner Lizzie J. Clark, of Camden, Maine, bound
from Rockport, in the same State, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a
cargo of lime, and with a crew of two men, while trying to makea harbor,
at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, struck on Dansbury’s Reef, three-
quarters of a mile east-northeast of the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine. The mishap was due to the crew’s ignorance
of the locality. The vessel was seen, when she fetched up, by the life-
saving crew, and they started at once to herrelief. They found her hard
and fast on the bottom and leaking. The surfmen carried out and
plauted her anchor, and, after heaving a taut strain on the cable, sail
was made and the craft successfully worked off the reef and anchored
near the mouth of Biddeford Pool, where it was the intention to ground
her and stop the leaks. On further consideration, however, the captain
deemed it advisable to obtain a tug and have his vessel towed to Port-
land for repairs. Part of the life-saving crew remained by her during the
night and assisted at the pumps. The next morning (8th,) the station
men again went off to the schooner, and she was taken in tow. On the
way out of the harbor the vessel delayed long enough for the surfmen
to recover the anchor and chain that had been slipped the previous day
and place them on board. The captain was very thankful for the ser-
vices of the life-saving crew.

October 7.—The steam-tug George R. Paige, of Fairport, Ohio, took
fire at about 2 o’clock in the morning while lying at her wharf, a quarter
of a mile to the southward of the Fairport Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Erie. The night patrol first discovered the flames and gave the
alarmn. The life-saving crew quickly launched their boat and, taking
with them the station force-pump and hose, hurried to the vessel, which
was in great danger of burning to the water’s edge. Her crew of three
nmen were ashore when the tire broke out, but they arrived shortly after
the surfmen. The latter worked effectively in extinguishing the flames,
and through them the tug was saved from total loss. A portion of her
cabin and pilot house was destroyed, all of which was fully covered by
insurance. Her engines received but slight damage.

October 7.—At about 3 o’clock in the atternoon the keeper of the Ship-
Canal Station, (Tenth District), Lake Superior, noticed tugs at work on
a stranded steamer in Portage Lake, about a hundred yards from the
canal. The life-saving crew lannched the surf-boat and pulled to the
vessel, which proved to be the propeller Nyack, of Buftalo, New York,
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bound thence to Duluth, Minnesota, with a general cargo and a crew of
thirty-six persons. She had run aground in the night and lighters were
alongside discharging her. The surfmen set to work Landling the
freight and, soon afterwards, she was pulled afloat and steamed into the
canal. There the station men assisted to transfer a load of pig-iron back
on board from one of the lighters, and at 6 in the evening returned
to their quarters their services being no longer required.

October 7.—The schooner Jennie Mullen, of Chicago, Illinois, in ballast,
bound thence to Muskegon, Michigan, when about to euter the harbor
at the latter place, in a fresh southwest breeze and heavy sea, carried
away her main-boom and drove on the beach two hundned )ards north
of the pier. The accident was observed, at half-past 2 o’clock in the
afternoon, from the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh l)istrict,) a short dis-
tance to the eastward. The surf-boat was hurriedly hauled over the
point of intervening land to a spot abreast of the stranded vessel and
launched. A line was at once carried from the stern of the craft to the
pier-head, set taut and made fast, after which the crew, numbering
seven men, together with their persom.l effects, were sa(‘dv landed
through the surf. It was thought that the schoouer, in her dangerous
position, would soon pound to pieces. By an unforeseen and fortunate
circumstance -she was, however, saved. The prevailing wind, blowing
with increased fury from across the lake, with great suddenness raised
the water more than a foot along the shore, and the strain brought on
the line attached to the pier sprang the craft afloat. The station men
quickly manned their boat and set the captain and part of his crew on
board, who succeeded in keeping the vessel clear until a tug was obtained,
when she was towed safely into the harbor, to the great surprise
of every one. The timely presence of the life-saving force, and their
prompt and efficient action, evidently averted a disaster. During the
work of putting the crew back on board the stem of the surf-boat was
split from end to end, as the schooner at that time offered no lee in go-
ing alﬂongmde, being held stern to the wind and sea by the operation ' of
the line.

October 7.—Shortly after dark the lookout at the Grand Haven Sta-
tion, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, reported a schooner in the
offing, burning signals for a pilot. Not receiving a response she tried
to make the harbor, but after three unsuceesstul attempts, the wind
blowing half a gale from the southeast, came to an anchor right between
the pier-heads. Her position in the middle of the narrow channel was
one of much danger, as she was liable to be run down by passing vessels
or to drag on the beach in case of a shift of wind to the westward. The
thick and threatening weather heightened the apprehension for her
safety. The keeper summoned the crew, and, putting a small hawser
in the surf-boat, proceeded alongside. A line was made fast on board
and carried to the south pier. The life-saving men then landed and
hauled the craft abreast ot the station to a secure berth. Tle captain
was very thankful for this opportune service. The schooner was the
Sandy Morrison, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, bound from Chicago, 1lli
nois, to Grand Haven, Michigan, in ballast, with a crew of two men.

October 8.—Shortly before 2 o’clock in the afternoon the small fish-
ing-schooner Plow Boy, of Hammond’s Bay, Michigan, was noticed from
the Hammond’s Bay Station, (Tenth District,) Lake HHuron, working up
along the coast under close-reefed sails. She was making vad we ither
of it, on the starboard tack, against a strong northwest wind. The sole
occupant of the boat made three successive attempts to put her about
and stand off shore, but each time she came up into the wind and
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misstayed. At the fourth trial a heavy sea struck her amidships and
she capsized about a half mile to the eastward. The life-savers im-
medihtely launched the surf-boat and put off with all speed to the
scene of the accident. Two of the crew being absent for supplies they
found it difficult, short-handed, to cross the reefs abreast of the station,
but, after a hard pull, finally reached the overturned craft, which was
tossing about in the breakers witli the imperiled man clinging to her
gide. With some trouble he was taken into the surf-boat and safely
landed. The surfmen then returned to the station, obtained lines and
tackle and the life-saving dress. When they went back the vessel
was pounding heavily in the surf with her foremast gone. She was
hauled on the beach and bailed out. By the prompt action of the
station men the man was unquestionably rescued from drowning and
his boat saved from being dashed to pieces.

October 8.—At about 8 o’clock in the morning, during the prevalence
of a strong northwest gale, a scow containing two men was seen to
strand on the beach, a quarter of a mile north. of the Manistee Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. The life-saving crew proceeded to
the scene in the surf-boat and endeavored to tow the craft inside, but
the attempt proved futile, owing to the high sea, and they were
obliged to temporarily abandon her. Returning to the station the
surfmen obtained a number of long lines, and, after two hours of hard
work, during which they became thoroughly drenched, finally suc-
ceeded in hauling her into the harbor, where she was safely turned over
to the owner.

October 11.— At half-past 9in the morning theschooner Anna E. Kranz,
of aund from Boston, Massachusetts, bound to Baltimore, Maryland, in
ballast and having a crew of nine men, stranded on the westerly part of
Handkerchief Shoal, five and a half miles southwest from the Monomoy
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts. She was quickly
sighted by the station crew, who started at once to her assistance in a
sail-boat with a dory in tow, the men arriving on board about an hour
after she struck. The captain followed the advice of the life-saving
men as to the best method of forcing his. vessel afloat, and at half-past
12 she went clear. The station crew gave all the assistance in their
power, and remained on board until she was well on her course again.
The captain was very thankful for their aid.

October 11.—Shortly before 2 o’clock in the morning Patrolman Niesly,
of the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, being hailed from the
opposite side of the river, manned the dingey, rowed over, and ferried
across a deck-hand belonging to the steamer David Ballentine, which
was lying alongside the coal-wharf east of the station. The surfman
noticed that the man was under the influence of liquor, and therefore
determined to watch him until he reached his vessel. The sailor had
proceeded nearly to the end of the Government pier, when he made a
misstep and fell into the river. The patrolman, who was ready with his
boat, quickly shoved off and succeeded, after some difficulty, in rescu-
ing the imperiled man and landing him on the pier. He was then con-
ducted, without further trouble, to the steamer and put safely on board.

October 12.—At 4 o’clock in the morning the patrol of the Spring Lake
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, observed a vessel run-
ning too near the beach for safety. He speedily ignited his Coston sig-
nal and warned her off.

October 12.—The crew of the Gull Shoal Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, recovered several hundred white-pine slats

o
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from the sarf. They were turned over to the State Commissioner of
Wrecks, by whom they were sold at public auctien.

October 12.—At 1 o'clock in the atternoon, during the prevalence of
an easterly gale with stormy weather, the lookout of the Ocracoke Sta-
tion, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, observed a distress signal ~
on a schooner at anchor inside the bar at Hatteras Inlet, about two
and a half miles east-northeast of the station. The life saving crew
abandoned the attempt to reach her in the surf-boat on account of the
heavy head-wind and sea, and manned the apparatus-cart and started
with all haste up the beach. This task proved to be an exceedingly
difficult and toilsome one, as the men had to haul their gear, at times
knee-deep, through the incoming surf. The vessel could be seen drag-
ging her anchors and pounding on the shoals; in this extremity her
chains were slipped and she went ashore on the south side of the bar,
and bilged, about seventy-five yards from the beach. The station crew,
on reaching the scene of the disaster, waded out to their hips in the
breakers to within twenty-five yards of the wreck, and threw a small
line on board by means of the heaving-stick, after which the whip was
bent on, and the crew of the schooner hauled it off and made it fast.
The hawser was then sent out and communication established by means
of the breeches-buoy. All hands, consisting of seven men, were safely
landed in the buoy, and conducted to the station, where they were com-
fortably cared for. The schooner was the Thomas Sinnickson, of and
for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from Wilmington, North Carolina, laden
with railroad iron, shingles, and tar. She soon went to pieces and be-
came a total loss. The day following the disaster the surfimen saved the
clothing and personal effects of the castaways, and, after being sheltered
at the station for three days, the keeper obtained passage for them on a
schooner bound to a northern port. They were very grateful to the life-
saving men for their rescue and the kind attentions shown them.

October 12.—During thick and misty weather, at about 6 o’clock in
the evening, the British schooner H. P. Murry, of Oakville, Ontario,
bound from Lemington to Kingston, in the same Province, mistook
the west for the east pier, in attempting to enter Fairport Harbor, and
stranded about a third of a mile north of the Fairport Station, (Ninth
District,) Lake Erie. The life-saving crew witnessed the accident and
immediately proceeded to the relief of the distressed vessel. They
ran lines to the pier and succeeded, after considerable effort, in heaving
the schooner atloat. They then helped to make sail and worked her
safely into the harbor. By this timely assistance the wrecking of the
craft was fortunately averted, as the wind freshened to a gale from
the northeast, making up a heavy sea, which would soon have dashed
her to pieces. The captain was very thanktul for his escape from what
otherwise might have proved a very serious disaster. The vessel was
loaded with wheat and had six men on board.

October 13.—A¢t half-past 5 in the morning the south patrol of the
Plum Island Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, gighted
a vessel about three and a half miles to the south, which he supposed
was aground. Upon satisfying himself that she was in distress he
hastened to the station to give the alarm. With the aid of the glass
it was observed that she was high on the beach and would be in no
immediate danger until after the flood tide made. The keeper, there-
fore, deeming it unnecessary to take the boat or the beach-apparatus,
started on foot with his crew to the scene of the disaster, arriving on
board at about 8 o’clock, after a tiresome journey of five miles. She
proved to be the Virginia, of Barnstable, Massachusetts, bound from

™



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. - 13%

Boston to Rockport, iu the same State, in ballast and with a crew of six
men. As was anticipated she was almost high and dry, with only about
afoot of water under her bow. The sea wassmooth alongside, but there
was a heavy surf breaking three hundred yards outside ot her. As
there were strong indications of an approaching gale,and later it would
probably be impossible to land in safety, the keeper advised all hands
to pack up their personal effects and go ashore, which they did, the
station crew aiding them in landing the baggage. The keeper then
procured a team and had the effects conveyed to a dwelling about a
mile distant to protect them from tae rain, which bhad set in. The sea
by this time had begun to make with the increasing gale and at high
tide the vessel was full of water, with the sea bresking over her deck.
The well- drenched and nearly famished life-savers, seeing that nothing
more could be done, started for the station with two of the schooner’s
crew, (the others being cared for in the vicinity of the wreck.) arriving
there about half-past 4, having walked the entire distance and been
absent from the station ten hours.

October 13.—The crew of the Gurnet Point Station, (Second District,)
coast of Massachusetts, picked up out of the water two men belonging
to the fishing schooner Henrrietta Frances, of Portland, Maine, besides
saving two others from the same vessel from drifting out to sea in a
seine-boat. The accident occurred about half a mile southeast of the
station. It appears the smack, which carried a crew of sixteen men,
was running for shelter in the Cow Yard, in Duxbury Bay, from an east-
erly storm, when her two seine-boats, towing astern and each with two
men on board, swamped in the heavy sea and Lbroke adrift, one of them
turning completely over. As the smack kept on for some distance be-
fore rounding to and loweriug another boat to pick them up, the life-
saving crew, who were on the alert, at once put off and rescued the
two men in the water, one being picked up while vainly battling with the
strong ebb tide in an effort to swimw ashore, and the other being taken
from the bLoat, to which be had clung when itoverset. They then pulled
to the other seine-boat, which was in almost as bad a plight as the first,
and towed it in to smooth water, where it was turned over to the party
from the smack, who had come to their comrades’ relief. The two men
taken from the water being chilled through from exposure were taken
to the station and given restoratives and dry clothing, and in a few
hours were able to rejoin their vessel. The capsized boat was recovered
later by the smack’s own crew. There is no doubt that the first man
picked up would have lost his lif> but for the life-saving crew’s prompt-
ness.

October 13.— At 10 o’clock at night, just after the subsidence of an
easterly gale, the crew of the Narragansett Pier Station, (Third Dis-
trict,) coast of Rhode Island, were called upon to assist in more securely
mooring a schooner lying at the north pier, which was in danger of
breaking adrift and being damaged by the heavy sea. They were en-
gaged in the work until near midnight and left the vessel safe and snug.

October 13.—The patrol of the I3lue Point Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, warned off, by Coston signal, during
the night, a steamer which was heading directly for the beach and
almost ashore. In a few moments she would have struck.

October 13.—At about 9 o'clock at night, the weather being thick
and stormy, the east patrol of the Lone Hill Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, discovered a large steamship running
dangerously close along the shore. e quickly burned a Coston signal,
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when the vessel taking warning by it at once changed her course and
soon went out of sight offshore.

October 13.—At 10 o’clock in the morning, during a severe easterly
storm, with a high tide and a heavy sea, the small sloop Rattlesnake,
of Baldwin’s, Long Island, which had been lying in the bay about a
quarter of a mile north of the Point Lookout Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, dragged her anchor and was driven
ashore on the marsh. She had a crew of three men, and was loaded
with meadow hay. The station crew went promptly to her assistance,
and running out an anchor soon succeeded in floating her off without
damage. As the three men were wet and cold they were conducted to
the station, furnished with dry clothing from the wardrobes of the surf-
men, and made comfortable until the abatement of the storm later in
the day, when they returned on board and set sail for home.

October 13.—At 10 o’clock in the day, during an easterly gale with
rainy weather, the crew of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, turned out to the assistance of the
sloop-yacht Christiana, of Sheepshead Bay, which had parted from her
woorings in the bay a quarter of a mile northwest of the,station, and
drifted afoul of a bulkhead, where she was in danger of being knocked
to pieces by the heavy sea. There was no one on board when she broke
adrift, but the station men reached her in time to prevent very serious
damage. They succeeded, after two hours of arduous work, and at great
risk, in getting her to & place of safety.

October 13.—The crew of the Coney Island Station, (Third District,)
besides saving the sloop-yacht Christiana from wreck, were instrumental
in saving three small boats which were also in danger of destraction
at the bulkhead in Sheepshead Bay. Two of the boats belonged to
the owner of the yacht, the other being in charge of the keeper of the
Nereid Club House, at Manhattan Beach.

October 13.—The crew of the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict,) Lake Erie, were employed during the night in keeping the scow
J. U. Porter, of Lorain, Ohio, (the same vessel assisted on August 2d,)
from being blown adrift from the wharf to which she was moored, during
the prevalence of a heavy easterly gale of wind. The four-inch hawser
belonging to the station was nsed to secure her, and the services ren-
dered undoubtedly saved the~raftfrom breaking away and being beached
by the storm.

October 13.—At about halt past 7 o’clock in the morning, while two of
the surfmen of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron,
were returning from their patrol they were attracted by a signal of dis-
tress on a barge lying out at the breakwater. They immediately re-
ported the circumstance to the keeper, who caused the surf-boat to be
manned. The life-saving crew, on arriving alongside, found the vessel
to be the George Kelly, of Saint Clair, Michigan. She had sprung a leak
early in the day while ranning down the lake, during a northeast gale,
in tow of the steamer Missouri. She had loaded with Inmber at Oscoda,
Michigan, was bound to Toledo, Ohio, and had a crew of five men. The
latter were completely worn out by their efforts at the pumps, and
the craft had been obliged to put into Sand Beach Harbor for shelter.
There were twenty-two inches of water in the hold when the surfmen
turned to and felieved the saflors. The former worked until nearly
midnight, when a part of the force went ashore to obtain something to
cat. They soon returned to the vessel and resumed their labors, suc-
ceeding at about 1 o’clock in the morning (the 14th,) in freeing her of
water. While the station men were engaged at this task the barge’s
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crew partook of much needed rest and were not roused until half-past 4,
when they were able to take care of the craft without assistance.

October 13.—In the afternoon, while the crew of the Middle Island
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, were practicing in the life-boat,
during a moderate easterly gule, they passed near the schooner William

Young, of Port Huron, Michigan, at anchor a short distance southwest
of the station, and were hailed by those on board. The surfmen rowed
up nnder the lee quarter of the vessel and were told by the captain that
he had shipped nine men at Alpena the previous day to help load the
schooner with cedar at Monaghan’s Landing, and, as he could not reach
the whart on account of the weather. the men had become dissatisfied
and wanted to be put ashore. He had no boat which he could trust to
lower in the high seas, and the station men went alongside and, after
cousiderable trouble, succeeded in taking off the men and landing them
on the main shore, two miles away. On the trip back the master of the
saine schooner asked the keeper to take his wife and boy, who were sea-
sick, to the station. The request was complied with and they were both
cared for over night and the following day by the keeper’s wife. They
were afterwards taken to the schooner very much refreshed, and pleased
at the kind treatment they received. The life-saving crew, during the
work alluded to above, pulled a distance of at least ten miles in the
heavy sea and high wind.

October 14.—A gunning party, consisting of three men, arrived from
Jonesport on the previous day and anchored their small sloop-yacht off
the Crumple Island Station, (First District), coast of Maine. The
supply-boat belonging to the station was, at the time, moored near by. .
Early in the morning of the 14th the wind commenced to blow a gale
from the east-southeast, accompanied with rain. A high sea made up
and the yacht was in imminent danger of being driven on the rocks.
Three of the life-saving men went off to the craft, carrying out an
extra anchor, which was let go from the station-boat. Two lines
were then run from the latter to the sloop aud made fast. The wind
and sea increased during the day and between 3 and 4 o’clock in the
afternoon the yacht parted ber hawser and also one of the lines that
was bolding her, causing the supply-boat to almost break from her
moorings. The keeper, with one of his crew, quickly boarded the boats,
but finding that they could not well be kept from going ashore, he put
two of the yachtsmen on their own craft, slipped his hawser, got under
way with the sloop in tow, (it not being deemed prudent to malke sail on
her,) and stood for Jonesport, six miles distant, where he safely arrived
with his charge three hours later, taking her to a secure berth in Saw-
yer’s Cove.  The fact that the yacht was not lost is due entirely to the
prompt and euergetic work of the life-saving men. Ier anchor was re-
covered the next day.

October 14.—A vessel .was discovered by the midnight patrol of the
Cobl’s Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, standing to-
wards Carter’s Bar, and in danger of stranding. He at once warned
her of her danger by igniting his Coston signal, when she changed her
course and escaped disaster,

October 14.—Near noon the lookout of the Oswego Station, (Ninth
District,) Lake Ontario, observed a small sloop-yacht capsized on the
Jike about a half mile to the eastward. In twenty minutes the life-
savers were alongside. Two men were found clinging to the overturned

craft, who were immediately taken into the surf-boat. Their situation
was critical in the extreme, as a southwest breeze which prevailed at
the time was blowing them offshore. The timely arrival of the surf-
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men evidently saved them from being lost. The crew righted the sloop
and towed it into the harbor. The men related that they were bound
on a hunting trip and were suddeunly upset by a flaw of wind.

October 14.—Three gentlemen wishing to visit White Fish Point em-
ployed a boatman and embarked in a sailing skiff near the Muskal-
longe Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior. A fresh northwest
wind was blowing, and the se4 was running so high that the district
superintendent, who was at the station, tried to dissuade the parts from
attempting the trip. They, however, persisted in going, and the life-
saving crew, wading in the surf up to their waists, launched the craft
for them. They proceeded but a short distance when a heavy sea struck
the boat, filled it with water, and dashed it back broadside on the beach.
The station men bailed it out, and when the occupants were again ready
launched it as before. The party succeeded in getting to the outer
bar, when their rudder broke, the craft became unmanageable, and they
set a signal for assistance. The surfmen put oftf and rescued the im-
periled men, and brought the sail-boat safely ashore and hauled it out.

October 15.—The crew of the Watch Hill Station, (Third District,)
coast of Rhode Island, afforded aid to the captain of the schooner Ax-
thony Burton, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which had collided with
another vessel the night previous in Long Island Sound, while on her
way from Warren, Rhode Island, to New York, in ballast, and been:
compelled to run back and anchor near Watch Hill for the purpose of
telegraphing for a tug to tow her to port for repairs. As soon as the
tug arrived they also helped get the schooner underway, remaining on
board until she was safely into Fisher’s Island Sound en route to New
London.

October 15.—The keeper and one of the.surfinen of the Caffey’s Inlet
Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, assisted in float-
ing a small schooner, the Weathercock, of Norfolk, Virginia, which had
grounded on a shell bank in Currituck Sound, about two and a half
miles west of the station, while on her way from Van Slyck’s Landing
to Oregon Inlet with a load of lumber and other building materials. The
station men aided in removing part of the lumber to lighten her and
then succeeded in getting her afloat, after which the cargo was restowed
and she proceeded on her way down the sound, apparently undamaged.

October 17.—The schooner Northern Light, of Bath, Maine, at about
10 o’clock in the morning, while working out of Kennebee River, in a
light wind and strong ebb tide, struck on a rocky islet, at the mouth of
the river, known as the North Sugar Loaf, about a third of a mile north-
east of the Hunniwell’s Beach Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
She had a crew of two men and was bound from Phipsburg Centre to
Portland, Maine, with a cargo of cord-wood. The lookout at the station
observed the accident and the life-saving crew at once put off in the sarf-
boat to the vessel’s relief. They found her in a.bad position on the rocks
and in danger of heeling over and losing her deck-load. The captain at-
tempted to run out an anchor, but, owing to the strong set of the current,
was unable to doso. The surfmen performed this task forhim by planting
the anclior well up the river and running the hawser back to the schooner
with the tjde. The line was set taut, the vessel shored, pried off, and
floated, after which the station men piloted her to a safe anchorage.
The entire work was accomplished in a little over three hours’ time,
and the captain was very gratetul for the assistance rendered, for, other-
wise, the mishap might have resulted disastrously.

October 17.—A vessel was noticed after dark by the patrol of the
Assateague Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, running too near
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Fox Shoal, Chincoteague Inlet. He at once warned her of her danger
by a Coston signal and she changed ber course.

October 18.—Shortly after 2 o’clock in the morning the patrol of the
New Shoreham Station, (Third District,) Block Island,observed a ves-
sel dangerously near the easterly shore of the island, about two miles
north of the station. Being unable to determine whether she was
aground or at anchor, he burned a red Coston light as a warning and
then hastened to the station and summoned the crew. By the time the
latter could reach the spot in their boat the vessel had gone. She had
doubtless heeded the patrolman’s signal and put off shore.

October 18-22.—During these five days a sick man who came from the
Jumber camp to the Two Heart River Station, (Tenth District,) Lake
Superior, was sheltered and kindly cared for. He was given medicines
and food, and on the last named date left on the steamer St. Maries for
his home in Canada.

October 19.—In the afternoon of this date the life-saving crew of the
Middle Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, went off to the
schooner Annie Sherwood, of Erie, Pennsylvania, that parted her line
while in tow of a steamer during an casterly gale and thick weather,
and directed her to a good anchorage under the lee of the island.

October 19.—The crew of the Kenosha Station, (Eleventh District,)
Lake Michigan, at 4 o’clock in the morning of this date, went to the as-
gistance of the schooner 7. Y. Avery, of Chicago, Illinois, which, while
entering the harbor, struck the light-house trestle on the pier-head, and
carried away her jib-Loom. She was from Charlevoix, Michigan, with
a crew of seven men and a cargo of cord-wood and tan-hark. At thetime
of the accident the wind was blowing strong from the northeast and a
high sea was running. The life-saving force quickly boarded her and
helped to clear up the gear. After two and a half hours of energetic
work the vessel was finally got to her berth up the river.

October 19.—The schooner Tom Paine, of Cheboygan, Michigan,
in ballast, while attemptiug to make the harbor at Two Rivers,
‘Wiscousin, during the prevalence of a strong northeast wind, with rainy
and stormy weather, ran against the south pier, at about 3 o’clock in
the afternoon, and was in great danger of being dashed to pieces, as
quite a heavy sea was running in the channel. Her crew of three men
were unable to manage her, and had it not been for the prompt arrival of
surfmen from the Two Rivers Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michi-
gan, they would doubtless have lost her. The life-savers, who witnessed
the mishap, crossed the harbor in their boat and hurried out on the
piers, where they ran lines and succeeded in hauling the imnperiled craft
to a snug berth inside. The captain and crew warmly thanked the
station force for their timely assistance in saving the vesscl. She suf-
fered some damage and was obliged to remain in port a short time for
repairs, after which she proceeded to Manitou Island, Michigan, whither
she was bound from Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

October 20.—At about 9 in the morning the crew of the Plum Island
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, saw a vessel ground
while endeavoring to cross the bar at the entrance of Newburyport Har-

'bor,about a mile and a half distant from the station. With all possible
dispatch they launched the surf-boat and started to her assistance,
arriving on board at half-past 9. She proved to be the schooner Everett
Webster, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from Elizabethport, New Jersey,
bound to Newburyport, with a cargo of coal, having a erew of seven
men, and the captain’s wife and daughter also on board. The vessel
being hard and fast agrouud, but in no imwediate danger, her pilot was
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conveyed by the station crew in their surf-boat to Newburyport for the
nurpose of telegraphing to Boston for the assistance of a powerful tug.
Upon returning they landed the two lady passengers, after which they
again boarded the schooner and made preparations for hauling her off
on the next high water. When the tug Leader arrived from Boston at
about balf-past 4 the life-saving crew promptly ran a hawser from the
schooner to the tug and also to the tug Farnsworth, of Newburyport,
which had also cowme to the assistance of the stranded schooner, and
later in the day, as the tide rose, the two steamers succeeded, by hard
pulling for an hour and a half, in hauling her off the bar into deep water.
She was then towed to Newburyport, the station erew accompanying
her and assisting in bringing her to anchor off the city. The schooner
sustained no apparent damage.

October 20.—The morning patrol of the New Shoreham Station, (Third
District,) Block Island, picked up and returned to its mooring in the
basin opposite the station a fishing-boat belonging to William M. Rose,
. of New Shoreham, which had broken adrift and was being swept out to
sen. It was taken care of until the owner arrived.

October 20.—The crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, assisted in launching the schooner Zopaz, of
Hatteras, North Carolina, which bad been hauled ashore to‘be painted
and repaired.

October 20.—During a heavy southwest storm the can buoy which
marks the reef, three-quarters of a mile east-southeast of the Middle
Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, broke from its moorings
and in the morning of this date was seen adrift in the lake. The surf-
men at once manned the life-boat and, after a hard pull of three miles
in the heavy sea, the bnoy was picked up, towed to the shore, and secured
near the station. The gale was so violent that the life-saving crew had
to anchor their boat several times on the return trip in order to rest
themselves. On November 7th the buoy was turned over in good condi-
tion to the light house steamer Dahlia.

October 20.—In the evening of the 19th the schooner 8. P. Wilson,
of Chicago, Illinois, left Grand Haven, Michigan, bound home with a
cargo of pine slabs, and a crew of six men all told. Near midnight the
wind veered and freshened, and soon afterwards blew a gale from the
west-southwest, making up a heavy head sea. The vessel had proceeded
about thirty miles onhercourse when the increasing violence of the storm
decided the captain to put back into port. At 8 o’clock in the morning
of the 20th, some fifteen miles from the harbor entrance, the schooner
sprang a leak. She at once began to fill and, in spite ot the efforts of
the crew at the pumps, became completely water-logged. The canvas
had been gradually taken in, and when the accident occurred the craft
was running under bare poles. Laboring heavily she became unman-
ageable, and the tremendous seas that broke over her from all sides
threatened every minute to capsize her. The crew, by tying themselves
to the masts with long lines, to save themselves from heing washed
away, succeeded in throwing a part of the deck-load overboard, but the
situation still grew more alarming and signals of distress were hoisted.
The lookout at the Grand Haven Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan, observed the vessel acting strangely as she approached from
the distance, and when the colors were half-masted the life-saving crew
at once launched the surf-boat, but the heavy weatbher made it impos-
sible to get out between the piers, and so another boat, kept on the south
side of the harbor, had to be used instead. It was with difficulty got
off the beach and worked through the surf, which was tumbling in with
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terrific force. Three times the boat was nearly swamped, but two of the
crew, constantly bailing with buckets, kept it afloat, and while the oars-
men were exhausting themselves in a vain attempt to make headway,
the keeper had to quickly elect between alternatives—whether to take
the chances and give battle to the surging breakers with all hands at
the oars, or be driven back on the beach. Ie chose the former, and by
a bold dash, with every muscle strained to its utmost tensien, the boat
was sent through the foam-lashed waters and reached the less danger-
ous sea beyond. In its perilous passage it half filled and had to be
bailed out ere the life-savers could press forward again. The propeller
Wisconsin, in the meantime, had made several attempts to get a line
to the distressed vessel, but failed, and, as the latter drifted near the
shore, the steamer was obliged to abandon her. The waves were sweep-
ing the decks of the schooner and the crew had taken to the rigging.
Shortly past noon she struck on the outer bar, a short distance south
of the piers. The station men managed to beach their boat to leeward
of the stranded craft and then jumped out into the surf up to their arm-
pits, and dragged it, amid the floating slabs, as close as possible to the
wreck, from which point it was pulled under the lee of the starboard
fore rigging, where the sailors had taken refuge. The imperiled men
were speedily taken off, safely landed, and conducted to the station,
where their wants were cared for and they were sheltered over night.
The surfmen were nearly all more or less bruised after their gallant
work, and it was said by old seamen, who witnessed the events described,
that they had never seen greater courage displayed or a boat handled
in better shape.

The subjoined extract is taken from a statement subsequently made

by the captain of the lost schooner:
“The vessel was in danger of going to pieces every minute. The
waves were dashing over her sides and the entire crew were lashed in
the rigging, with no means of escape, our yawl-boat having been lost
some time before. It would have been suicidal for any one to have made
an attempt to swim or get to shore. The life-saving crew with great
difficulty reached us and succeeded in rescuing myself and crew from
what would have been certain death but for their heroic efforts. The
vessel was astrong and staunch one, but nevertheless she was entirely
broken to pieces by 5 o’clock P. M. of the same day. I feel that I never
can adequately repay the debt of gratitude I owe to Captain James
Beauvais and his crew for their brave and intrepid conduct in saving
the lives of myself and crew.”

A communication received at the office of the General Superin-
tendent, signed by the mayor and a number of prominent citizens of
Grand Haven, after briefly reciting the circumstances of the above
rescue, concludes as follows :

“ Knowing Captain Beauvais and crew of the life-saving station at
this place, and knowing all the details of their heroic deed, which was
far beyond their line of duty, we do hereby express to them our most
cordial recognition of their nobility of heart, and commend them to the
favor of the head of the humane service to which they belong.”

October 21.—During thick weather, with rain and hail, at about 7
o’clock in the evening, the crew of the Fairport Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Erie, heard repeated blasts from a fog-horn and loud shouts for
help. The surf-boat was launched, and after a row of half a mile to the
northward the life-saving mwen reached the schooner William L. Axford,
of and from Port Huron, Michigan, which had missed the entrance to
the harbor, drifted to the eastward, and anchored. The surfmen re.
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turned to the station, procared a line, and ran it from the craft to the
pier-head, after which they hauled her inside to a place of safety. The
vessel had a lot of wrecking gear on board and was bouud to Fairport
with a crew of four men.

October 21-23.—The schooner New Hampshire, of Detroit, Michigan,
bouud thence to Alcona,in the same State, put into the latter port for i
cargo of cord-wood. She carried a crew of three men. While lying at
her moorings the wind freshened from the southeast during the night
of the 19th, causing her to thump so heavily against the wharf that
she water-logged and sank. Shortly past noon of the 21st the keeper
of the Sturgeon Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, was in-
formed of the above particulars, and the life-saving crew launched
their boat and started to the scene of the wreck. The captain decided
to strip the vessel, and the surfmen at once set about divesting her of
the running and standing rigging, which they safely stored in an ad-
jacent warehouse. They then cut away the spars and put them on the
wharf. The following day (22d,) the station men returned and com-
pleted the work, and stowed all the gear on the schooner Sea Bird,
which was loading with tan-bark near by. They were employed uutil
nearly dark discharging the cargo of wood, there being about forty
cords in the hold, and promised to be on hand the next morning (23d,)
to continue the task of unloading. At the appointed time the life-saving
force arrived at the wreck, but found.that the schooner had moved, and
was 80 deeply submerged (her bulwarks being covered) that no further
asgistance could be rendered. Before leaving, however, the station
crew helped to haul the schooner Seca Bird, which had commenced to
pound on the bottom, to a safe berth. The New Hampsghire was subse-
quently towed on a reef by a tug, where she broke up, and the re-
mainder of her load was washed ashore and recovered. The owner was
very thankful to the surfmen for saving so much of his wood.

October 22,—About one thousand feet of yellow pine lumber, the
larger part being heavy scantling, was washed up on the beach near
the Paul Gamiel’s Hill Station, (Sixth District,) North Carolina. The
crew of the station hauled it to a place of safety. It was turned over
to the State Commissioner of Wrecks the following month, and by him
sold at auction. g

October 22.—On the night of the 21st the small sloop Belle of the Cape,
of and from Key West, I'lorida, parted her cable while at anchor a short
distance offshore, and drifted on the beach abont a'mile and a half
south of the Biscayne Bay House of Refuge, (Seventh District,) coast
of IPlorida. There was only one man on board at the time, and he was
wakened from a sound slumber by the vessel pounding in the breakers.
She started her garboard strakes, thumped the oakum out of the seams,
and buried herself in the sand. At daybreak of the 22d the man came
to the House of Refuge for assistance. The keeper took skids, pries,
rollers, and other necessary gear, in his boat and proceeded to the scene
of the mishap. The cargo, which consisted of miscellaneous stores, was
first removed and spread on the beach todry. The two men then pried
the craft up, recalked the seams, and finally lannched her, after which
she was reloaded and sailed round into Miami Bay for repairs. The
sloop was on her way to Indian River, Ilorida.

October 22.—Early in the morning of this date, two men attempted
to take a flat-boat through the canal at Louisville, Kentucky, and, not
understanding the currents, drifted out into the middle of the Chio
River, and were in danger of beiug swept over the Falls. Their most
strenuous efforts to avoid the rapids proved of little avail. The look-



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 145

out at the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) observing their predica-
went rang tue alarm gong and the life-saving crew quickly put off to the
rescue. They overtook the imperiled men just in time to save their
boat from being dashed to pieces. After towing them safely ashore it
was learned that they were from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, proceeding
to Green River on a hunting aud fishing trip.

October 22.—Shortly after 1 o’clock in the morning a tug, that was
waiting outside for a tow drifting dangerously near the shore, was
warned off by the patrol of the Grand Point au Sable Station, (Eleveath
District,) Lake Michigan. In going about, however, she grounded on
the outer bar, but got safely afloat in about ten minutes’ time.

October 23.—During the day the sea was 8o high outside of Island Beach
that the sloop-yacht Gull, bound trom New York to Barnegat, did not
care to defy the elements and venture in over the bar at the latter inlet.
She hove to and anchored off the Forked River Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) coast of New Jersey, and set her colors in the rigging to attract
the attention of the life saving crew. A boat was launched, and the
captain of the yacht and one man were brought to the station and lodged
for the night. The next morning they were put back on board the
sloop, which soon got underway, and made a safe passage over the
shoals, the sea having, iu the meantime, fallen. The people of the
yacht were thankful for thus having gained a good rest at the atation
instead of being tossed about in their small craft all night in an open
seaway.

October 24.—At half past 5 o’clock in the morning the patrol of the
Cobl’s Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, discovered a
schooner ashore on Carter’s Bar, about four miles southeast of the sta-
tion and some miles from the beach.- The weather was clear, with a
fresh northerly breeze and a moderate sea. The life-saving crew without
delay launched the surf-boat, and after a brisk pull of an hour reached
the vessel. She proved to be the Sky Lark, of Boston, Massachusetts,
bound from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Norfolk, Virginia, with a
cargo of coal, and a crew of seven men. Shestranded in the night from
steering a wrong course. The captain, wishing to obtain the assistance
of a wrecking company, was conveyed ashore by the surfmen, instrue-
tions being left with the mate to signal in case he needed help before
the wreckers arrived. Shortly past noon signals were observed, and the
station men immediately put oft and boarded her. They found that she
had bilged and was going to pieces. The sailors, with their effects,
were taken into the surf-boat and rowed to the station, where they were
sheltered over night. The schooner became a total loss.

October 25.—The evening patrol, south, from the Hog Island Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, while returning over his beat just
before S o’clock sighted the running lightsof a steamer heading directly
for the beach, apparently unaware of her proximity to the land. He
quickly ignited bis Coston signal, when the vessel changed her course
and stood oftshore out of danger.

Uctober 25.— At about 6 o’clock in the morning, while the pilot-boat
Ada, of Brazos de Santiago, Texas, carrying a crew of three men, was
standing over the Brazos bar, with the cuarantine physician who wanted
to board an incoming vessel, light Lafiling winds, together with the
strong retlux of the tide, set her in the north breakers, where shestranded.
The life-saving crew of the Brazos Station, (Eighth District,) coast of
Texas, at once put off in the surf-boat to the scene, a mile distant, and
succeeded in getting the imperiled craft afloat and towing her out of
danger. They then ran a line to the steamer Santiago, which took the
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vessel clear of the shoals. The surfmen got back to their quarters at
half-past 10.

October 26.— At about dark of the 25th, the schooner Susan Jane, of
Tuckerton, New Jersey, bound home from New York, with a cargo of
coal, and having a crew of five men, ran into New Inlet and anchored.
Early the next morning (26th,) she got under way for her port of destina-
tion, with a favorable tide and light southwest breeze. In passing up
the harbor, at about half-past 9 o’clock, she drifted on the middle
ground a mile north of the Little Egg Station, (Fourth District,) coast
of New Jersey. The vessel was discovered in this position, and the sta-
tion crew promptly went off and boarded her, getting alongside a few
minutes after 10 o’clock. They ran out an anchor and hove her off at
high water without damage to vessel or cargo. She then resumed her
voyage, the captain highly appreciating the service rendered by the
life-saving men. '

October 26.—Shortly after dark the tug Jos. Goldsmith, of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, towing two scows loaded with logs, arrived off the entrance
to Two Rivers, in a strong northeast wind, and sounded her whistle for
lights on the piers. Surfmen from the Two Rivers Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan, went with lanterns and piloted her safely in-
side.

October 28.— At half-past 6 o’clock in the morning, duringa thick fog, the
crew of the Fourth Cliff Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachu-
setts, went off in their boat to the assistance of the three-imasted schooner
Lucy Graham, of Philadelphia, Peunsylvania, which had stranded off
the First Clift, Scituate, three miles north of the station, an hour pre-
vious. She was coal-laden from Hoboken, New Jersey, for Bostou, and
had nine persons on board, iucluding the captain’s wife and child. The
captain had already seunt to Boston for a tug, but requested the crew to
remain by him in case of difficulty in getting the vessel off. When the
tug arrived they rendered good service with their boat in running the
necessary lines, and by 11 o’clock the schooner was hauled atloat with
but slight damage and taken in tow to her destination.

October 28.—Shortly after 9 o’clock in the morning the keeper of the
Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, received a tele-
phone message that a schooner was ashore near the range light at the
entrance of Sandusky Bay, seven miles to the southward, and that the
crew were in need of assistance to get Ler off. The life-saving men
manned the surf-boat, took a four-inch hawser and kedge, and started,
in tow of the steamer American Eagle, to the point designated. The
stranded craft proved to be the Mary Amelia, of Detroit, Michigan,
bound from Amherstburg, Canada, to Sandusky, Ohio, in ballast, with
four men on board. The surfmen at once commenced operations aud
laid out an anchor. Fortunately there was very little wind and no sea,
and, after four hours of diligent labor,they succeeded in heaviung her
ahead into deep water. Sail was then made and the vessel worked into
the bay without having sustained any damage. The station crew got
back to their quarters at 4 in the afternoon.

October 28.—On this date a sick man came to the Two Heart River
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, from a neighboring lumber
camp and was taken charge of by the keeper. For nine days he was
sheltered and kindly cared for at the station and furnished with food
and medicines, but, growing no better of his malady, he finally left
for his home in Canada on the steamer St. Marte, Nevember 5th.

October 29.—During an easterly gale and thick weather, at about 7
o’clock in the evening, the three-masted schooner Charles H. Valentine,

.
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of Manasquan, New Jersey. stranded on the point of Sandy Hook, seven
hundred yards from the shore, about one mile north-northwest from the
Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She was
bound from Georgetown, District of Columbia, to New York, laden with
coal, and had acrewof eight men. The life saving patrol who witnessed
the accident hurried to the station and notified the keeper. The wind
was blowing a hurricane at the time, and the driving rain and sand,
the latter being caught up in fitful gusts, almost blinded the surfinen
in their work ; at last, after an obdurate and toilsome struggle of an
hour against the fury of the elements, they succeeded in hauling the
beach-apparatus to a point abreast of the-vessel, and placed it in posi-
tion. The first two shots that were fired proved unavailing, one part-
ing the line, and the other falling some distance short. The vessel, by
this.time, had moved closer inshore and farther to the westward. The
successful working of the apparatus was very much hindered by ob-
stacles, such as stone piles, jetties, etc., so the gear was transported
to a more favorable site. At the third fire the line was sent over the
craft between the main and mizzen masts. The wind had now lalled
to almost a calm, and the ship’s company changed their minds and de-
cided not to come on shore. The life-saving crew, therefore, returned
to the station, except one man, who remained to guard the apparatus
which had Leen left standing. At daybreak the next morning (30th,)
the surtmen went out to the schooner to ascertain if the captain desired
to send any wmessages, but soon pulled back to the beach on being told
that part of his own crew would land in their yawl for that purpose,
which five of them subsequently did. During their absence from the
vessel the wind freshened to a gale from the northeast, and a high
sea commenced making up. This change of affairs prevented the crew’s
retarn to the schooner in their boat, and as they wanted to accept the
offer of assistance made by a tug that had justarrived on the scene, they
were anxious toreach their vessel, as the three sailors‘left on her would
not be able, without additional help, to handle the hawser. The keeper,
theretore, agreed to send them on board in the breeches-buoy. A line
was fired over the craft and the gear, for the second time, rigged.
The men were all'sent out safely. The captain, finding his vessel leak-
ing bLadly, declined the help of the tug, and came on shore in the buoy.
The latter made twelve trips in all to and from the schooner before the
apparatus was taken to the station. The .following day the Merritt
Wrecking Company took charge of the Valentine, aud she was success-
fully floated by them two days later. The subjoined card of thanks ap-
peared in the New York Herald of November 19th, 1885:

‘“To the Editor of the Herald:

“I desire to thank Captain Patterson and crew of Life-Saving Station
No. 1, at Sandy Hook, New Jersey, for prompt and efficient service while
my vessel (Charles H. Valentine) was aground at that place, October 30,
aud I wish also to thank Capt. C. M. Whipple, Ordnance Department,
U. 8. A,, to whom I am under obligations for favors while there.

. “ASHER CURTIS,
“ Master.”

October 29.—The crew of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of
Delaware, at 8 o’clock at night, were summoned by the patrol to search
for a steam-launch belouging to the U. S. Coast Survey steamer Gedney,
which bad broken adrift from its mooring off Lewes. They patrolled
the beach for sowe hours in quest of it, but, as there was a gale blowing
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aud the night was stormy and thick, were not successful. The next
mworning (30th,) the lannch was discovered stranded and full of water on
the bar, two or three hundred yards fiom the shore, a mile east of the sta-
tion. The cratt was sighted almost simultaneously from the Gedney,
out in the harbor, as a boat’s crew from that vessel arrived at aboui
the same time as the life-saving crew. Joining forces and with the aid
of a Loat’s crew from the revenue-steamer Hamilton, the party hauled
the launch in over the bar and up on the beach, where it could be re-
paired. On the day following the Lewes crew helped get the boat atloat
again,

“October 29.—At about 3 o’clock in the mornin g the patrol of the Pope’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) Virginia, seeing a stcamer heading oun
shore burned a Coston signal as a warning of danger. The steamer
immediately changed her course and stood out to sea.

October 29.—The mounted patrol of the Assateague Beach Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, during the mid-watch, burned a
Coston signal and warngd off a steamer which was running too near
the beach some distance north of the station.

October 29.—At 3 o’clock in the afternoon the keeper of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District.) coast of Virginia, discovered the small
sloop Annie drifting through Sand Shoal Inlet. All efforts of the man
on board to stem the swift current proved unavailing, and his boat was
beiug rapidly swept towards the heavy breakers on the bar. It was
seen that his strength was fast failing, and if assistance did not soon
reach him he would belost. The life-saversspeedily pnt off,overtook the
craft, and after strenuous efforts succeeded in towing it out of the strong
current into the eddy along the shore, and finally to a sate harbor. The
man was very thankful for the services rendered, sayiug that the prompt
action of the surfmen undoubtedly saved his life.

October 29 —The patrol of the Caffey’s Inlet Station, (Sixth Distriet,)
coast of North Carolina, discovered the partially decomposed body of a
negro on the beach. It was coftined and buried above high-water mark
by the station crew, and the grave was marked.

October 29.—At about half past 7 o'clock in the evening the crew of
the Oswego Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, put off in the surf-
boat, during a severe northeast gale, to the schooner Addie Membery, of
and from Sackett’s Harbor, New York, which was hurled against the
breakwater by a heavy sea while trying to enter the river fifteen min-
utes before. She drifted into the new harbor and drove against the
west pier. The surfmmen hauled down her sails, bat discovered no one
on board, her crew of three men having leaped on the breakwater when
she struck. They were soon found aud conveyed to the station. The
vessel, which was loaded with lumber, proved a total loss; her cargo
was saved, though much of it was damaged.

October 29.—Observing a signal on the light-house, at about 4 o’clock
in the afternoon, during a heavy northeast blow, the crew of the Sand
Beach Station, (Tenth District,) put oft in the life-boat and found that
the light-keeper was unable to reach the south pier, on account of the
heavy seas tumbling in over the breakwater, and theretore could not
put up his light. The surfmen took the assistant keeper with them
and succeeded in performing the task, although the high waves surging
into the harbor made the trip one of no little risk.

October 29.—In the evening of this date, during a strong blow from
the northeast, with a high sea running, the sloop Imperial, of Sand
Beach, Michigan, (the vessel assisted on the 1st and 3d of this month,)
attempted to run into the harbor near the Hammond’s Bay Station,
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(Tenth District,) Luke Huron. The weather being heavy, with only
two men on board to handle her, she failed to make an entrancey when
the life-saving crew ran lines from the wharf and succeeded in hauling
her behind the breakwater to sheltered moorings.

October 30.—During a northeast gale and heavy rain-storm, at about
half-past 1 o'clock in the wmorning, the patrol of the Crumple Island
Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, fired his Coston signal as a
warning to a vessel that was approaching too near the shore. She im-
mediately changed her course and stood out of danger.

October 30.—At about half-past 4 in the morning the patrol of the
Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York,
warned off by Coston signal a vessel which was almost ashore. She
quickly changed her course.

October 30 — At about half-past 1 o’clock in the afternoon of the 29th
a strong blow set in from the northeast, accompanied by heavy rain.
Two hours later two scows, Numbers 5 and 8, belonging to Ross, San-
ford & Co., of Jersey City, New Jersey, broke adrift from the tug which
had them in tow, about two and a balf miles off Long Branch, coast of
New Jersey. They were forced before the increasing gale until a
shift of wind to the south-southeast carried them in a northwesterly
direction towards the land. They rolled heavily in the high seas, and,
finally, were driven ashore in Shark River Inlet, just opposite the Shark
River Station, (IFourth District.) No one was found on board, and,
shortly after midnight, the keeper of the station reported the occur-
rence to the New York Herald, thinking that the owners of the scows
would be likely to see the notice in the paper. This they did, and the
next day came to the station to claim their property. Arrangements
were at once made to float the stranded crafts, the lifse-saving crew
rauning lines and substantially assisting in the work, and on Novem-
ber 22d oune of the scows was launched and towed to New York; the
other was subsequently lIrove clear.

October 30.— A bark, discovered to be standing dangerously near the
shore, was warned off, at 5 o’clock in the morning, by the patrol of the
Spring Lake Station, (Fourth District,) coast of \Iew Jersey, who ﬂashell
his red Coston signal just in time to avert disaster.

October 30.—During the prevalence of a strong northwest wind, while
two young men were in Mud Thoroughfare, on their way from Tucker-
ton to Atlantic City in a small boat, one of their oars broke and they
were obliged to scud for the Little Beach Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, opposite to which they were at the time of the
accident. They were fed and sheltered by the surfinen uutil the follow-
ing noon, when the latter repaired their oar and started them on their
journey.

October 30.—TFor the particulars of the total destruction by wreck of
the three-masted schoouer George B. Sloan, of Uswego, New York, while
attempting to enter that port during the night, and the loss of one of her
crew, the stewardess, see page 20. Assistance was rendered by the
cll;ew of the Oswego Station (Ninth District) to the full extent of their
ability.

October 30.—Just before 1 o'clock in the afternoon the boatman on
lookout duty at the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Ken-
tucky, observed a flat hoat, containing two boys, adrift in the rapid cur-
rent of the Kentucky chute of the Falls. The lite-savers quickly over-
took the lads and brought them safely to the station. They were in
imminent danger of being swep* on the rocks.
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October 31.—Shortly beforedaylighton this date a seventeen-foot sloop,
belonging to the White Head light-house, broke from her moorings and
sank during a strong northeast gale and rain-storm. The life-saving
crew of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, went out
early in the morning, with lines and grapnels, and swept for the miss-
ing eraft until noon, but failed to find her, the high sea runuing at the
time greatly impeding them in their work. The following day, (Novewmn-
ber 1st,) the weather having somewhat moderated, the surfmeu again
swept for the sunken boat and succeeded in finding her. She was raised
and taken to the beach and her ballast removed. After bailing her out
and ascertaining that she had sustained no damage, the station men
put her in trim and returned her to her moorings.

October 31.—At about 9 o’clock in the morning the crew of the Ocean
City Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Maryland, observed signals on
board a large three-masted schooner which had anchored the day pre-
vious some five miles offshore, to the eastward of the station, during
the prevalence of a strong westerly wind. Communication was opened
with her by the International Code of flag-signals, when it was learned
that she was the Luis G. Rabel, of Portland, Maine, and that having
lost most of her sails she was unmanageable and needed the assistance
of a tug to reach port. Keeper West at once hastened to the office of
the signal observer, (Qignal Service U. 8. Army,) and requested the
transmission of a message-to Lewes, Delaware, for the necessary aid.
A few hours later the steam-tug North America arrived froin Lewes and
took the vessel in tow for the Delaware.

October 31.—The north patrol of the Hog Island Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, an hour and a half before midnight, saw a
three-masted schooner running directly for the beach. He instantly
burned a Coston signal, and was just in time to save her from strand-
ing. In a few seconds it would have been too late.

October 31.—The crew of the Siith’s Island Station, (Fifth District,)
coast of Virginia, went off in their boat to the schooner John Joknson,
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which, while coming out of Chesapeake
Bay, on her way from Georgetown, District of Columbia, to Boston,
Massachusetts, with a cargo of coal, had sprung a leak through the
breaking ot her center-board and was flying a signal of distress. When
discovered at daylight from the station she was at anchor four miles off-
shore. The station crew rendered all the aid in their power, which was
to help pick up the anchor and get the schooner underway for Norfolk,
where she could receive necessary repairs.

October 31.—The lumber-laden schooner Myrtle, of Chicago, Illinois,
having a crew of seven men, arrived at Evauston in the morning of this
date, and commenced to discharge her cargo at the south pier. At
half-past 5 o’clock in the afternoon she had finished unloading, at which
time a fresh southeast breeze was blowing, accompanied by rain, and a
beavy sea was making up. The pier, which extends east and west,
bhas a jog on the south side making an angle around which it is diffi-
cult to haul a vessel without fouling her jib-boom with the two derricks
that stand on the structure at that point. The craft was lying on the
weather side, and the wind and waves, besides pressing her close up
against the pier, made her position one of constantly increasing danger.
The keeper of the Evanston Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michi-
gan, comprehending the situation, went to the captain to find out what
arrangement, if any, had been made to get the schooner away. It was
learned that every means had been exhausted to obtain a tug, but,
owing to the threatening appearance of the weather, all declined to
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venture out. Not being able to move the vessel unaided, it bemng a
hazardous undertaking at best, and, as something had soon to be done
to save her, the keeper tendered the services of the life-saving crew,
which profter was gladly accepted. Shortly after 8 o’clock the surf-
men commenced to bhaul the schooner, and, with great difficulty, suc-
ceeded, by careful and skillful management in gettiug her safely to the
end of the pier. They then went aboard and helped to make sail and,
at about fifteen minutes to 11, she stood off to the northward for Ford
River, Michigan. The captain rejoiced at the fortunate turn of affairs
and was hearty in his expressions of gratitude.

November 1.—At about 9 o’clock at night the eastern patrol of the
White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, discovered a
schooner running directly for the shore aund alinost in the breakers.
He quickly flashed a Coston signal as a danger-warning, when the ves-
sel at once changed ber course, barely clearing the rocks.

November 1.—On the 29th of October the schooner Express, of Ells-
worth, Maine, bound from South Amboy, New Jersey, to Machias,
Maine, with a cargo of coal, encountered northeast winds and squally
weather, and, at about 10 o’clock at night, while off Odiorne’s Point,
parted her main-peak halliards, and went ashore four miles northeast of
the Rye Beach Station, (First District,) coast of New Hampshire. She
broke up before daylight of the following morning and her crew of three
men succeeded in getting safely ashore on fragments of the wreck. The
place where the vessel struck was not visible from the station, nor from
any part of the beach patrolled by the life-saving meun. The first intel-
ligence of the disaster reached the keeper in the afternoon of October
31st, being brought by 4 man who had just come from the Point. Imme-
diately on receiving the information a part of the station crew repaired
to the scene of the wreck, but, on arriving there, found the tide too
high to render any service. The captain of the schooner deemed it
advisable to wait until low water of the next day (November 1st,) before
making any efforts to strip the vessel. Early in the morning of this
date the surfmen returned to the wrecked craft and assisted in saving
her anchors, chains, most of her rigging, and all there was left of her
of any value. -

November 1.—Shortly after dark the surfman on patrol duty to the
eastward of the Bellport Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island,
New York, ignited his Coston signal and warned off a schooner that
was standing dangerously near the shore.

November 1.—During the watch fromn 8 o’clock to midnight, the north
patrol of the Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Dela-
ware, discovered a schooner heading directly toward the beach and
almost ashore. He at once burned a red Coston signal, when the vessel
quickly changed her course, just in time to avoid disaster.

November 1.—The mid-watch patrol of the Watchapreague Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned off by Coston signal a ves-
sel which was in danger of running ashore. She at once stood off and
escaped.

November 1.—At about half-past 2 in the moruing the patrol of the
CobV’s Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, observed a ves-
sel in danger of stranding on Carter’s Bar. He quickly flashed a Cos-
ton signal, when she at once changed her course and escaped disaster.

November 1.—At noon, during a fresh southeast gale, accompanied
by rain, with a heavy sea running, the lookout of the Sturgeon Point
Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, reported a schooner at the wharf
at Harrisville, four miles to the southward, with a flag of distress hoisted

-
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in the rigging. The surf-boat was immediately launched, a.d after
a hard pull in rough water, in the teeth of a strong wind, the life-
saving men reached the vessel, which proved to be the Snow Drap, of
Port Huron, Michigan. She had a crew of six men, was loaded with
lumber, and bound for Detroit, Michigan. The storm bad come up so
suddenly that the craft was unable to leave her moorings, and, the
water being shallow, she had pounded on the bottom and sprung a leak.
There was already four feet of water in the hold. As she could not be
kept free with a single pump, the other one being inoperative, the surt-
men turned to and hove the deck-load overboard, so as to lighten her
and litt her from the ground. This task was finished about dark, when
the disordered pump, which had not been in use for several years, was
put in temporary working condition, and both tvere kept steadily going
until 4 o’clock the following morning, (24,) by which hour she was com-
paratively free of water. In the meantime the mate of the schooner
had been at work repairing the leak, and bhad so far succeeded in stop-
ping it that the assistance of the life-saving force was no longer needed.
The wind moderated and changed to the westward, and the sea ran
down, 8o that the vessel could be easily handled by her own crew. The
station men, receiving the warm thanks of the captain, returned to
their quarters at 10 o’clock, having been unceasingly employed during
the entire night. The schooner left for her destination in the afternoon.
Nearly all the jettisoned lnmber was saved, as most of it washed directly
ashore, only a small portion being carried into the lake.

November 1.— At about midnight of the previous day, daring a thick
snow-storm, the steam-propeller William T. Graves, with the schooner
George W. Adams in tow, ran ashore on Doyer’s Point, nine miles south-
west of the North Manitou Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan. Both vessels hailed from Toledo, Olio, and were on their
way from Chicago, Illinois, to Buffalo, New York, laden with grain, the
schooner’s company numbering eight men all told. Intelligence of the
accident was first received at the station at about 10 o’clock in the morn-
ing of this date, and the crew immediately manned the supply-boat and
proceeded to the scene. It was found, ou reaching the stranded crafrs,
that no assistance could be rendered and so the men returned to their
quarters, Towards evening it began blowing fresh fromn the northwest,
with occasional snow-squalls, and the keeper sent one of the crew to
the south point of the island, five miles distant, where a watch could
be kept on the two vessels through the night. Shortly after 10 the
surfinan heard whistles of distress proceeding from the steamer, and at
once burned his Coston light in answer to the summons, and also for
the purpose of calling out the station force. The latter, as soon as the
signal was observed, speedily put oft in their boat and reached the im-
periled vessels at midnight. It was ascertained that the schooner was
leaking and that assistance was needed to keep the pumps in operation.
The life-saving men worked them until half-past 6 o’clock in the morn-
ing, (2d,) after which time the mate thought that he could keep Ler
sufliciently free with his own erew, as the wind had shifted more to the
northward and the land now afforded them something of a lee. The
schoouer got off’ by aid of the tugs on the 4th, though it was found neces-
sary to jettison a portion of her cargo. Every effort was made to save
the steamer, but without success. During the night of the 15th sne
went to pieces, and, with her cargo, became a to*al loss.

November 2.—Three schooners were anchored in the outer harbor, a
short distance from the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast
of Maiune, when a heavy blow came on from the southeast. and it was
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feared that they would part their chains and be driven ashore. The
keeper of tbe station made preparations to go to their assistance, if
necessary, but the wind hauled to the westward during the night and
moderated, and the vessels rode out the gale in safety. The crews of two
of them, hcwever, not relishing their situation, came to the station and
were sheltered until the following morning, when they returned on
board. .

November 2.—During the night one of the surfmen belonging to the
Ocracoke Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, warned off,
by Coston signal, a vessel that was standing too close to the beach and
in danger of getting ashore.

Norember 2—At about half-past 11 o’clock at night the schooner J. R.
Pelton, of Cleveland, Ohio, bound home in ballast from Toledo, in the
same State, with a crew of five men, arrived off the breakwater pier, a
half mile sonthwestof the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie.
A high wind was blowing from the westward at the time with a heavy
sea running. A tug went out to tow the craft into the harbor and suc-
ceeded in getting a hawser from her, but the crew of the latter failed
to catch a turn and the line was snatched from their grasp as the tug
steamed ahead. The schooner drifted towards the beach into shoal
water, where the steamer could not reach her. The patrol witnessed the
mishap, and immediately reported the facts to the keeper. The surf-
boat was accordingly manned, and the life-saving men put off, with all
haste, to the scene. It was ascertained that the schooner had no line
of sufficient length which could Le used, so the surfmen returned, as
quickly as possible, to the station and procured their longest hawser.
This was finally ran to the vessel,and the station crew boarded her and
assisted to heave up the anchors, which, in the meantime, had been let
go. Atter entering the harbor in safety the captain warmly thanked
the crew for their timely and valuable services.

November 2.—On this date, as a steamer was leaving the wharf at
Marblebead, Ohio, a man tried to leap ashore, but in the attempt missed
his footing and fell into the lake. A surfman belonging to the Point
Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, fortunately happened
to be at the landing, who got down on the side of the whart and pulled
the man out. The latter came very vear being drowned, as he was
turned over several times in the eddying back-water from the vessel’s
wheels before the surfman got hold of him. He was taken to the statiou,
where his clothes were dried, atter which he proceeded to his howe.

November 3-5.—At about 3 o’clock in the atternoon of the 2d, during
the prevaleuce of a strong southeast gale and rain-storm, a schooner
hove in sight off the Hunniwell’s Beach Station, xFirst District,) coast
of Maine, standing for a harbor and apparently disabled. As she ap-
proached nearer the shore it was observed that part of her sails were
blown away. Her movements were watched with apprehension by the
life-saving men, who got their boat in readiness to launch in case the
vessel struck, although the chances of rendering efficient service in such
a high sea seemed very small. The schooner, however, fortunately
passed clear of the dangers that beset her course and came to an anchor
in Heal’s Eddy, at the entrance to the Kennebee River, three-quarters of
a mile east-northeast of the station. As she bhad reached a safe harbor
and did not show distress-signals, the surfinen concluded that she was not
in need of immediate assistance, and therefore did not board her until
the following morning at 8 o’clock. She proved to be the Alphratte, of
Digby, Nova Scotia, bound from Port Gilbert, in the same Province, to
Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo ot sprace piles, and having a crew of
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fivemen. Her sails were found to be badly torn, the fore-peak halliards
gone, her boat stove, and the supply of fresh water exhausted. The
captain had received painful injuries in the back and on the head from
a block that carried away while jibing the mainsail, and needed medi-
cal attendance, This the surfmen immediately procured by fetching a
doctor from the shore, who dressed the captain’s wounds. After fur-
nishing the sailors with a sufficient quantity of fresh water the station
men left the vessel, not returning again until the afternoon. They then
assisted to overhaul the sails and rigging. It was found that the jiL
would have to be sent to a regular sail-maker for repairs. As Bath was
the nearest available place the keeper agreed to have the rail taken
there the next morning. The life-saving men then started back for the
station. The sea had moderated but very little since the preceding
day, and heavy breakers were tumbling in on the beach, but the crew
thought they could make a landing at the usual place wifhout difticulty.
They turned the boat head to the sea and watched their chance. Just
as they were crossing the bar the stern of the boat took the ground, a
tremendous sea caught it under the bow, completely upturning it, and
throwing all hands into the surf. The men did not reach shoal water
until three heavy seas had swept over them, but they fortunately gained
the beach in safety with only a few slight bruises. The boat cawe
ashore without damage. The following morning (4th,) the schoouer’s
Jjib was taken by two of the station crew to Bath, where it was repaired,
and, in the afternoon, brought back and placed on board the vessel.
The next day (5th,) the surtinen took oft some medicine to the captain,
who was rapidly convalescing, and ready to resume his voyage at the
fiest fair wind. .

November 3.—Shortly before 1 o’clock in the morning the lookout at
the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, discovered
a fire in a building occupied by William Ditche as a grocery. The
crew were immediately called out and actively as<isted in removing a
quantity of merchandise from the burning structure, and in saving an
adjacent house from the flames.

November 4.—During the watch from midnight to 4 o’clock in the
morning, the north patrol of the Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth District,)
coast of Delaware, observed a steamer running in towards the land.
She was evidently bound in to the Delaware, and was blowing bher
whistle for a pilot. As she was approaching very rapidly, apparently
unaware that she was so near the beach, the patrolman tlashed a Cos-
ton signal as a warning of danger. The sigual was effectual, for she
instantly changed hLer course and stood off, showing a signal of recog-
nition, a white light, as she went.

November 4.—During a fresh southeast wind the small schooner Red
Cloud, of Port Clinton, Ohio, in ballast, bound home from Marblehead,
in the same State, anchored near the light-house, about three miles to
the eastward of the Point Marblehead Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Erie. The vessel could not Le seen from the station, and, at about 3
o'clock in the morning, some fishermen informed the keeper that the
craft had a distress-signal flying. The life-saving force went to her in
the surf-boat and ascertained that her crew ot two men were unable to
get the ancbor up. The surfmea helped them out of their difticulty, and
got the schooner underway so she could proceed.

November 4.—Shortly after 2 o’clock in the morming of this date the
crew of the Kenosha Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, went
to the assistance of the schooner E. J. McVea, of Chicago, Illinois,
which had grounded on a shoal and was pounding heavily along-



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 155

side of the north pier, where she was lying. A strong southeast wind
and heavy sea were sweeping into the harbor and the vessel was in im-
minent danger of going to pieces. The surfmer ran lines to the oppo-
site pier, and, after two hours of hard work, succeeded in hauling her
into deep water and across the river to a sheltered berth. This timely
belp evidently saved the craft from loss. 8he wasloaded with lnumber,
bad a crew of eight men, and was on her way home from Alpena,
Michigan.

November 5.—Shortly before 2 o'clock in the afternoon, during the
prevalence of a fresh southwesterly breeze with a rough sea, the crew
of the Point Judith Station, (Third District,) coast of Khode Island, ob-
served a schooner under reduced canvas, with a gignal of distress fiying,
about two miles to the eastward of the station, off the #ntrance to Nar-
ragansett Bay. They immediately set outin the surf-boat to her assist-
ance, but before they had gone more than half way the vessel sank in
deep water, with nothing but her topmasts in sight. Fortunately her
crew of five men had taken to their yawl just before she went down, and
they were soon fallen in with by the station crew and taken in tow. It
was learned that she was the Almon Bacon, of New York, from which
port she was boand to Providence, Rhode Island, with a cargo of pig-
iron and logwood, the people reporting that she had sprung a leak and
gone down very suddenly, barely giving them time to get out the boat,
some of the party losing everything but the clothing they had on. The
arrival of the station crew was most opportune, as the yawl was leaking
badly and almost unmanageable. The men were towed safely ashore
and housed and fed at the station until the next day, when the keeper
conveyed them in his wagon to Waketield, the nearest railway station,
seven miles distant, and procured for them passes to Providence, be-
sides furnishing them with necessary funds. The clothing furnished
to them at the station was subsequently returned. The wreck being a
dangerous obstruction, directly in the track of passing vessels, the life-
saving crew took pains to maintain a beacon-light on one of the masts.
at night for a period of two weeks until the masts finally disappeared
The schooner and cargo were a total loss. _

Norember 7.—At half past 7 o’clock in the evening the east patrol of
the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) Long Island, New York,
observed a schooner heading towards shoal water, and it being very
dark he flashed a Coston light to warn her of danger. As the signal
was evidently not seen on board he burned a second one, when the
vessel immediately came to and anchored in time to save herself from
stranding.

November 7.—A small boy was rowing a boat on the Ohio Rver, at
Lonisville, Kentucky, at about half-past 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and
not being stout enough to properly manage it, was caught in the swift
current above the cross-dam and carried towards the Falls. The crew
of the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) upon seeing his danger,
quickly put off and reached the lad just in time to save him from being
dashed on the rocks.

November 7.—The keeper of the Hammond’s Bay Station, (Tenth Dis-
triet,) Lake Huron, r« ceived word during the night that the small fish-
ing schooner Robin had broken from her moorings at Spensville, twe
and half miles to the eastward, and was drifting, bottom up, along the
outer sand bar, in a heavy southeast wind and high sea. Early in the
morning the life-saving crew, with suitable gear, started out in search
of the craft and found her in the breakers, where it was very difficult
to reach her. Finally, however, a line was made fast to her, and she
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was towed into deep water, but it was found impossible to right ner.
She was therefore grounded on the bar, and, by means of tackles, hauled
over the shoals and out on the beach, where the owner subsequently
took possession of her.

November 7.—For an account of the wreck of the schooner K. B. King
off Muskegon Harbor, Lake Michigan, and the rescue of part of her
crew Ly the crew of the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) see
page 23. Two men were lost. .

November 8.—During the prevalence of thick and stormy weather, at
about 7 o’clocek in the evening, the patrolman of the Ship Bortom Sta-
tion, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, sighted a steamer through
the darkness, heading directly for the breakers. He quickly flashed
his Coston signal, when the vessel, heeding the warning, altered her
course and stood off shore. She was undoubtedly saved from stranding.

November 8.—The north patrol of the Long Beach Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, shortly after dark, observed a vessel in
danger of running ashore. He immediately burned his Coston signal,
which caused her to change her course and stand clear.

November 8.—At about half-past 7 in the evening the patrol of Pope’s
Istand Station, (Fifth District,) Virginia, burned a Coston signal to
warn a schooner which was standing into danger through a thick fog,
and would have stranded in a few moments. The schooner immediately
tacked and stood off.

November 8.—Shortly after 8 o’clock in the morning a man on a flat-
hoat was caught in the strong current above the cross dam, and was in
danger of being carried over the Falls of the Ohio, at Louaisville, Ken-
tucky. The crew of the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) speedily
launched their boat, pulled out to him, and towed his craft into safe
water. The man was on his way to Cairo, Illinois, and was not familiar
with the river.at this point.

November 8.—At 2 o'clock in the afternoon a small sail-boat was seen
from the Two Heart River Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior,
heading for the beach. Oun approaching nearer it was observed that
the occupants were trying in vain to raise the center-board. The life-
saving crew ran down to the water’s edge, and arrived there just as the
boat capsized. They rushed through the surf, which was high at the
time, to the rescue of the two men, and succeeded in getting them on
shore, and also saved all the household furniture with which the craft
was loaded. The station crew then hauled the boat on the beach, bailed
it out, cleared the center-board, and at 4 o’clock the men re-embarked
with their effects, and resumed their journey, thankful for their safety.

November 9-12.—At half-past 10 o’clock in the morning the schooner
~J. and H. Scull, of Somers Point, New Jersey, bound from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, to Cape Hatteras, with lumber and wmaterials for the repair of
life-saving stations. ran ashore on Gull Shoal, in PPamlico Soand, five
miles to the westward of the Gull Shoal Station, (Sixth District,) coast
of North Carolina. She had six persous on board including the pilot.
The life-saving crew went to her relief and assisted to lay out anchors,
but all efforts to heave her clear proved futile, as the tide was falling
and the wind blowing fresh from the northwest. The surfmen, after
landing the pilot, who was anxious to engage parties ashore to lighten
the vessel, returned to the stranded craft and took off a boat-load of
provisions for the workmen at the stations. Early the next day, on the
flood tide, the life-savers again boarded the schooner and made several
strenuous attempts to float her, but without success. On the 11th the
vessel was lightened, and the station men ran out a kedge and the
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largest anchor, and she was moved about seventy-five yards, when the
tide got so low as to necessitate a suspension of further work until the
following day. At sunrise of the 12th the surfinen went off to her, and,
at about bhalf-past 8 that morning, she was hove clear of the shoals
without apparent damage. The life-saviog force labored very carnestly
during the above four days, and the captain of the schooner felt greatly
indebted to them for their services.

November 9.—At about halt-past 7 o’clock in the evening the steamer
William H. Browne, of Grond Haven, Michigan, while making Luding-
ton Harbor in the darkness, struck the south pier under a iull head of
steam aund split open her stem. She had made the trip up the coast
from Pentwater, with a miscellaneous cargo,and had on board one pas-
senger and a crew of three men. The surtinen of the Ludington Station,
(Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, at once put off in their boat and
met the vessel coming in the barbor. They boarded her when she got
alongside of her wharf, by which time there was at least three feet of
water in the hold. The keeper set two of his crew pumping to keep
the craft from filling, while with the others he speedily discharged her
cargo. The litfe-saving crew then obtained the services of a tug and
had the steamer towed into shoal water in Pere Marquette Lake. Had
it not been for their active work the vessel would undoubtedly have
sunk at her wharf where she would have sustained considerable dam-
age, and where the subsequent task of raising her would have been a
difficult apd an expensive undertaking.

Norembeér .—In the mid-watch (midnight to 4 o’clock,) the patrol of
the Cape Disappointment Station, (Tweltth District,) Washington Ter-
ritory, warned off a vessel which wus dangerously near the rocks, by
means of & Coston light.

Norember 10.—Just before daybrealk, the northern patrol of the Ca-
hoow’s Hollow Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, dis-
covered a large schoouner. in danger of running ashore. He tlashed a
Coston light, whereunpon the vessel immediately changed her course
and went clear.

November 10.—The keeper of the Barnezat Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, at about balf-past 8 o’clock in the morning, saw
a vessel strand on Barnegat Shoals, about one mile north-northeast
from the station, and four hundred yards from the north side of Bar-
negat Inlet. He assembled his crew and boarded her thirty minutes
after she struck. Sbhe proved to be the schooner Louisa B. Robinson,
of Tuckerton, New Jersey, bound from New York to Barnegat, New
Jersey, with a cargo of stone, and having a crew of three men. The
life-saving crew laid out her anchors, and, with the aid of the sails,
succeeded in heaving her off on the next high tide. They also recovered
an anchor and chain which the schooner had been obliged to slip.
These were placed on board and she proceeded up the bay.

November 10.—At about 11 o’clock in the morning, the weather being
cloudy and a fresh wind blowing from the northwest, the lookout of the
Ocean City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, discovered a
vessel running near the south side ot the bar of Great Egg Harbor Inlet.
e ran up the danger-sigual, but in a few minutes she grounded about
one mile ecast southeast ifrom the station. The keeper was promptly-
potified, who, with his men, soon boarded her and found that she was
the schooner Oliver H. Booth, of New York, bound to that port from
Virginia, with a cargo of cord-wood and a crew of seven persons. The

surfmen from Great Egg Station shortly afterwards arrived on the scene.
Both crews assisted to heave overboard the deck-load and lighten the
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vessel. They carried out and planted an anchor, by means of which
she was hauled clear of the shoal at about 9 o’clock at night. She con-
tinued her voyage without having sustained injury.

November 11.—At about 4 o’clock in the afternoon the fishing-steamer
Absecon, of Somers Point, New Jersey, with a crew of thirteen men,
while eutering Absecon Inlet to make a harbor for the night, the tide
being low, struck ou the bar between the first and second buoys. The
sudden fetching up of the vessel caused the two boats in tow, in which
the fish-nets were stowed, to fill and capsize. The nets became en-
tangled with the propeller-wheel and rendered the steamer unmanage-
able. Her anchors were let go, but failed to hold her, and she dragged
on the north shoal about a mile and a quarter east-northeast from the
Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The life-
saving crew seeing the steamer in this critical position, with the sea
breaking over her, went out in the surf-boat and brought off her crew
and their personal effects. They were taken to the station, where they
were provided with food and sheltered over night. At 8 o’clock on the
following morning (12th,) the station men again boarded the steamer,
taking with them a part of her crew and some wreckers that had been
employed to work on the vessel. The surfmen returned on shore, as
their services were no longer required. The steamer tloated off on the
rising tide shortly before noon, about which time a wrecking-tug ar-
rived and towed her into the harbor, where she remained over night.
She was taken the next day to Somers Point, her port of dgstination.
Un the 16th the life-saving crew went out and swept for thé steamer’s
two anchors, which had been left on the bar, and, after some difficulty.
recovered them. They were brought on shore and the owners notitied
of the fact.

November 11.—At about half-past 3 o’clock in the morning two of the
crew of the Buffalo Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, while on patrol
were attracted by loud cries for help coming from the direction of
the Bennett Elevator, a short distance northeast of the station. They
immediately manned the ferry-scow near by and hastened to the scene,
where they found a man in the water trying to save himself from drown-
ing by clinging to the side of the wharf. A number of excited canal-
boat men had gathered near the spot and were vociferously calling for
assistance, not being able to render any themselves owing to the height
of the whart. The surfmen pulled the imperiled man into their boat
and conveyed hin to the station, where he was stripped of his wet cloth-
ing and put to bed. He proved to be a fireman belonging to the steamer
Chicago, and stated that he had walked off the wharf while intoxicated,
and when rescued was almost exhausted and could not have held out
much longer. After breakfast he returned on board his vessel, first
thanking the keeper and crew for their timely aid and kind treatment.

November 11.—Just before 10 o’clock in the morning, while a man aut
his wifu were attempting to take a flat-boat around to the canal at Louis-
ville, Kentucky, they got too far into the river and commenced to drift
towards the Falls. The crew of the Louisville Station, (Nnith District,)
put off to the rescue and towed the craft back to a place of safety.
These people were on their way from Gallipolis, Ohio, to Evansrille,

- Indiana, with their household effects, and were unacquainted with the
dangerous currents of the river near the dams.

November 12.—At about 1 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout of the
White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, observed a vessel
in distress a few miles to the eastward of the station. The life-saving
crew at once put off in the surf-boat to her assistance. She proved

N
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to be the schooner Paragon, of Belfast, Maine, bound from Boston,
Massachusetts, to Bangor, Maine, in ballast, with a crew of five men
on board. She had encountered a heavy westerly gale the previous
night, which carried away part of her canvas and rigging and otherwise
disabled her. When first seen she was drifting helplessly toward the
station, with her sails only partly hoisted. 7The surfmen helped to work
her into Seal Harbor, where she was safely anchored. Further aid was
declined by the captain, who was very thankful for the services already
rendered by the station men. Three days afterwards the vessel pro-
ceeded to her destination.

November 12.—The patrol of the Peck’s Beach Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) coast of New Jersey, at 3 o’clock in the morning, ignited his
Coston light and warned off a steamer that was standing too close to
the shore. .

November 12.—While a man was crossing the Ohio River in a skiff,
from Jeffersonville, Indiana, at about 11 o’clock in the morning, the
strong wind from the sonthwest prevailing at the time set him in the
dangerous current above the Falls. The crew of the Louisville Station,
(Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, hastily manned their boat and
overtook him as he was being swept towards the cross-dam. They
towed the craft, with its occupant. safely to the bank.

November 12.—At about 3 o’clock in the morning, while three men who
had just landed from the steamer Mackinaw were on the point of leas-
ing the wharf at Sand Beach, Michigan, tLey stepped aride to let an
omnibus pass by, and one of them, in so doing, accidentally slipped and
fell into the lake. The cries of his companions attracted the attention
of Patrolman Prescott, of the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake
Huron, who hastened to the scene of the mishap, quickly got down on a
spile, and when the man rose the second time, caught him and pulled him
out. He wasthen conducted to the station, supplied with dry clothing
from the stock received from the Women’s National Relief Association,
and cared for until after daylight. He informed the keeper that had
not the surfman promptly arrived he would surely have drowned, as
he could not swim, and the men who were with him were too old and
feeble to have rendered any assistance.

November 12.—During a fresh south wind and moderate sea, at 4
o’clock in the morning, the schooner Naiad, of and from Chicago, Illi-
nois, attempted to sail into Muskegon Harbor, whither she was bound,
but, owing to the darkness and also to the fact that the captain was a
stranger to the locality, missed the entrance and ran ashore about three
hundred yards west of the Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan. The lookount, who witnessed the accident, gave the alarm
and ignited his Coston signal. The surf-boat was immediately manned
and the life-saving crew were soon alongside the stranded craft. The
keeper went on board and requested the master to allow a line to bLe
ran to fhe pier, which would prevent her from going farther on the
beach. This plan was not at once acceded to, as the captain believed
his vessel lost and had given directions to the crew to scuttle her. The
keeper arrested him in his purpose, however, by assurances that there
was no cause for immediate apprehension, as she could be easily floated
with proper means. He was then landed in the surf-boat and secured
the services of a tug. The latter arriving soon after daylight took a
hawser which the surfmen had, in the meantime, run from the vessel to
the pier, and, in thirty minutés, pulled her oft without apparent damage,
to the great satisfaction of the master, who thought his schooner fast
for the winter. She was in ballast and carried a crew of eight men.
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The wind, soon afterwards, suddenly shifted to the northwest and blew
a gale for three days, which, had the craft not been promptly released,
would have made short work of her.

November 13.—The patrolman of the Cranberry Isles Station, (First
District), coast of Maine, at about balf-past 5 o'clock in the evening,
during the prevalence of a thick fog and fresh easterly wind, descried a
vessel standing into danger towards the shore. e at once burned his
Coston signal and hailed to put the helm hard down or she would be on
the rocks. Not heeding the warning she struck on the southeast end of
Little Cranberry Island, about five hundred yards east-northeast of the
station. The life-saving crew speedily launched their surf-boat, pulied
out and boarded the craft, and landed her crew of five men, who were
lodged at the station over night. She proved to be the British schooner
Karslie, of Saint John, New Brunswick, bound from that port to New
York, with a cargo of laths, and was trying to make a barbor at the
time of the accident. At low tide the surfmen again went out to her,
but could not board her on account of the high sea. Early the next
morping (14th), a vigorous effort was made by the stution men to heave
the vessel clear by running out an anchor and hawser, but the attempt
failed, and they then secured her boat and the personal effects of the
sailors and brought them on shore. At the suggestion of the keeper the
captain procured one hundred and twenty fathoms of cable and a large
anchor, and by their use, after first removing part ot the deck-load, the
schooner was floated at high water and taken to a safe anchorage in
Cranberry Island Harbor. The life-saving crew then assisted to pump
her ont. The captain and owner of the vessel both highly appreciated
the efficient work performed by the station men.

November 13.—During the midnight watch the south patrol of the
Monomoy Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, sighted a
schooner standing directly in toward the beach. He quickly burned a
Coston signal, from which she took warning and tacked offshore.

November 13.—During the morning watch, between 3 and 4 o’clock,
the patrol of the Tom’s River Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New
Jersey, saw a vessel standing dangerously near the land; he at once
tlashed his Coston signal, but she went ashore at a point about a mile
north-northeast from the station,aud two hundred yards from the beacs.
The vessel was boarded in less than an hour from the time she struck
by the life-saving crew. She proved to be the three-masted schoouner
Caleb 8. Ridgway, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, bound from Barren
Island,New York,to Wilmington, North Carolina, with a cargo of phos-
phates. She carried a crew of seven men, all told. At the request of
the captain the keeper returned to the shore with dispatches, which were
transmitted to the owmers of the vessel. Shortly before 8 o'clock
signals were hoisted on the schooner, aud the surfmen again boarded
her, and were there met by the crew of the Chadwick’s Station, which
came alongside and proffered assistance. As a precaution a line was
run from the stranded cratt to the beach. XNo sooner had this beeun done
than a small tug hauled in towards the scene, and on her arrival the
station men carried out her hawser. She did not, however, have sufli-
cient power to pull the schooner clear. The captain of the latter was
then taken to the station, where he remained over night. The keeper
now telephoned to the district superintendent to telegraph for a wreck-
ing tug. The next day (14th,) five of the surfinen and one from Chad-
wick’s Station went oft to the disabled véssel and laid out anchors and
cables, and hove on her during one tide, but were unsuccessful in their
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attempts to free her. On the 15th she was floated by the wrecking-
steamer Rescue and towed to New York.

November 13.—Shortly after dark of this date the lookout of the North
Manitou Island Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, discovered
a vessel standing dangerously near theshore. He warned her by quickly
igniting his Coston signal, when she changed her course and stood off.

November 14—On this date the midnight patrol of the Monomoy Sta-
tion, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, observed a lumber-laden
schooner running dangerously near to the shore. Upon his making
signal with a Coston light she headed off and cleared all danger.

November 14.—8hortly before daybreak the north patrol of the Sea-
tack Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, discovered a schooner
standing towards the beach into shoal water. He at once flashed his
red Coston signal, when she quickly tacked and stood out of danger.

November 14.—Shortly before noon, during a brisk westerly breeze
with falling snow, the keeper of the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,)
Lake Erie, in company with three of his crew took a long hawser and
went on board the tug James Amadeus, which was dispatched to the as-
sistance of the city garbage-scow that had broken adrift, about three
miles offshore, while being towed out into the lake, and was in danger
of driving on the beach. The surfmen got their line to the craft, and
the latter was brought safely back into the harbor.

November 15.—Early in the afternoon of this date the small sloop-yacht
Nora, of Bath, Maine, on her way from that place to Bucksport, in the
same State, mistook the channel whileattempting to go through Brown’s
Island Passage—her crew of two men being unfamiliar with the lo-
cality—and was obliged to cast anchor dangerously near the breakers.
When she was observed from the White Head Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine, she was dragging towards a reef about a querter of a
mile northwest of the station. The life-saving men quickly launched
their boat and pulled out to her.. The sloop’s crew were found mak-
ing desperate efforts to keep the craft clear of the rocks by shoving
her stern oft with oars. Their small boat was full of water, and they
were powerless to extricate themselves from their perilous situation.
The surfmen speedily ran out an anchor, and then kedged the yacht
clear of the ledges, made sail, and took her into Seal Harbor, where
they left her to continue her cruise. The prompt work of the station
crew undoubtedly saved the sloop from disaster, for, had it not been
for their timely assistance, she would soon have been dashed to pieces
against the rocks.

November 15.—The north patrol of the Assateagne Beach Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, burned a Coston signal soon after mid-
night, and thus warned off a steamer which wasin danger of ranning on
Ship Shoal.

November 15.—Shortly before 9 o’clock at night a surfman of the Ver-
million Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, while on patrol,
about a mile west of the station, discovered a vessel running towards
the shore. There was a fresh northwest wind at the time with thick
snow-squalls. The patrolman fired a red Coston light as a warning, but
as tha craft seemed difficult to manage she did not at once go off. On
flashing a second “signal, however, she changed course as quickly as
possible and stood out inte the lake.

November 15.—In the afternoon of this date, while the keeper and a
surfman of the Grand Haven Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Mich-
igan, were returning from a visit to the north patrol post, they found
the body of a drowned wan floating in the surf. They pulled it out on
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the beach and immediately notified the coroner, who took charge of the
remains. No marks or papers were found to lead to identification.

November 16.—The morning patrol west fromn the Smith’s Point Sta-
tion, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, warned off by
Coston signal, just before daybreak, a vessel which was dangerously
close to the shore. Upon seeing the signal she immediately went about
and escaped disaster.

November 16.—The patrol of the Cobb’s Island Btation, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, at 3 o’clock in the morning saw a vessel stand-
ing in towards the shoals. He burned a Coston signal, when she at once
changed her course and stood offshore.

November 16.—Two of the surfmen belonging to the Ocracoke Station,
(8ixth District,) coast of North Carolina, went off to the schooner Hat-
tie Lollis, of Wilmington, Delaware, which was anchored in the inlet,
and assisted to take ashore and bury a man who died on board the
previous night.

November 16-20.—On these days the crew of the Oswego Station,
(Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, searched for the body of Matthew Gor-
mon, who was knocked by a locomotive from the railroad bridge on the
first-named date and drowned in the river, but they did not succeed in
recovering it. The remains were not found till the following spring,
(April 3d,) when they were discovered by the keeper of the Salmon Creek
Station near the mouth of a small stream emptying into the laké.

November 17.—The north patrol of the 8mith’s Island Station, (Fifth
District,) Virginia, at 2 o’clock in the morning saw a steamer in danger
of running ashore. He at once warned her by Coston signal, when she
changed her course and went clear.

November 17.—Shortly before 6 o’clock in the evening the patrol of
the Two Heart River Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior, observed
two lights up the beach about five miles distant. The life-saving crew
launched their boat and rowed to the scene and found a man on the
shore who had lost his way and was without food. He was taken to
the station and cared for until the following morning when he left for
his home in Sault Ste. Marie. Before going, however, he gave a letter
to the keeper expressive of his gratitude for the assistance and kind
treatment he received, saying that he would certainly have perished
had not his signal fires been Eromptly answered.

November 17.—In the watch between midnight and 4 o'clock in the
morning, during a fresh southeast blow and rainy weather, the patrol
of the Humboldt Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California,
seeing a vessel standing towards the beach and in danger of stranding,
flashed his Coston signal, when she at once went about and stood off-
shore.

November 19-21.—On these dates the crews of the Seabright and
Long Branch Stations,(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey,rendered as-
sistance to four imperiled yachtsmen under the following circumstances :
The sloop-yacht Butler, of New York, with four persons on board, left
Brooklyn on Tuesday, November 17th, on a fishing-excursion, and ran
down as far as Rockaway, but not meeting with success they started
for the fishing-banks off Long Branch. All went well until Thursday
afternoon, (19th,) when the wind, which up to that time had been light
and favorable, saddenly hauled to the north-northeast, and a storm
broke upon them with such force as to carry away part of their sail.
They then tried to beat back to Sandy Hook, but their efforts proved
unavailing, although they twice got as far to windward as the High-
lands. They were successively driven back by the heavy seas and
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strong southerly tide, and at last had to take in sail. The yacht was
observed in this precarious situation about a mile to the northward and
eastward of the Seabright Station, and apparently heading for the
beach. The patrol at once reported the fact to the keeper and prepa-
rautions were made for manning the life-saving apparatus. In the mean
while it was noticed by the lookout on the house that the sloop was
going in a2 more routherly direction than at first supposed, and would
be likely to pass the station. The time was now about 4 o’clock, with
the weather more threatening, and darkness comiug on. It was, there-
fore, decided to launch the surf-boat and go to the craft’s assistance.
After a hard and tedious pull, against a strong wind and in a rough
cross-sea, the life-savers succeeded in reaching her, and offered to take
ashore those on board. Three of the men resolved to remain by the
yacht, believing that she would ride oat the gale in safety ; the other
one, who was sick, came off with the surfinen and was taken to the sta-
tion, where he was provided with supper and lodged until the next morn-
ing, (20th,) when he took the train for New York, very grateful indeed
for the kind attentions shown him. The yacht pursued her course
down the coast, and with difficulty was brought to an anchor abont
three hundred yards south of the Long Branch Pier. She was watched
during the night by the several patrolmen of the Long Branch Sta-
tion. At 7 o’clock the following morning (20th,) the wind commenced
to blow hard from the northeast, and, fearing the sloop might part her
cable and be driven through the breakers and wrecked, the keeper and
three of his crew procured a ladder and lines and went ou the end of
the pier and called to the yachtsmen to take to their small boat and
row to the landing. This they did and were pulled up safely on the
pier. They were found to be very cold and fatigued, and were taken
to the station and given a warm meal. They remained with the life-
saving men until the morning of the 21st, whenthe wind having changed
they were put on their yacht, which soon got underway for home.,
November 19.—The cat-boat Willie H., of Patchogue, New York, while
on her way from Sea Isle City to Millville, New Jersey, in ballast, an-
chored about three hundred yards from the Delaware Bay shore inside
of Cape May. At 4 o’clock in the afternoon the wind freshened from
the northwest and caused her to part her cable and drift on the beach,
at & point about & mile northwest from the Cape May Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey. She worked so high up that her crew
of two men were enabled to leap safely ashore. The life-saving crew,
noticing the boat in her plight, went promptly to her assistance. After
two hours of indefatigable labor, during which the men became com-
pletely drenched and much chilled, they at last succeeded in getting
her clear of the beach, and moved her, by means of a track-line, to a
harbor known as Hughes’ Jetty, about fifty yards from where she
stranded. She doubtless would have soon gone to pieces had it not
been for the prompt action of the surfmen. The captain highly appre-
ciated the services rendered and was very thankful for the safety of his
boat. .
November 19.—The lumber-laden schooner Peoria, of Milwankee, Wis-
consin, while on her way from Stargeon Bay, in that State, to Chicago,
Illinois, in tow of the steam-barge Thomas H. Smith, was overtaken by
bheavy northerly weather, and, when off Grossé Point, some thirteen
miles from her destination, parted her tow-line. Having only four men
on board she was obliged to continue ber voyage under short sail. In
trying to make port, at about 1 o’clock in the morning of this date, she
was thrown toleeward of the harborentrance and struck the breakwater,
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head on, four hundred yards east of the Chicago Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan. The lookout witnessed the accident and at
once sounded the alarm. In twenty minates the life-saving crew were
alongside the vessel and found her pounding against the pier, though
an anchor which had been let go kept her somewhat clear and prevented
serious damage. The station men, atter taking in the situation, pulled
back with all haste into the harbor, roused the crews of several tugs,
and requested their immediate assistance. . Returning to the scene of
the mishap two of the surfmen swung themselves from the pier on board
by means of a line mmade fast to the vessel aloft. The pumps were tried,
but it was ascertained that she was not leaking. About this time a tug
arrived. A hawser was soon run to the distressed craft, her anchor-
chain was slipped, and she was towed safely inside, one of the life-sav-
ing men standing Ly the wheel as she entered between the piers, while
the other assisted to clear up the head-gear, which had suftered com-
plete wreck. The following day the station force swept for and re-
covered the schooner’s anchor.

November 19.—Early in the morning of this date a small sloop, hailing
from Holland, Michigan, with two men on board, dragged ashore in the.
harbor, during a strong northwest wind, about five hundred yards from
the Milwaukee Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. The keeper
took his men, and, by means of lines and tackles, hove the craft afloat,
to the great satisfaction of the captain, who warmly thanked the life-
saving crew for their services.

November 20.—At about half-past 9 o’clock in the morning, owing to
a strong current and baflling winds, the schooner Carrie May, of South
Thomaston, Maine, bound home from Saint George, in the same State,
struck on a ledge in Weskeag River, about four miles northeastward from
the White Head Station, (First District), coast of Maine. She was in
ballast and had a crew of three men. The vessel was not visible from
the station, being hidden from view by intervening trees and bills. In
the afternoon the captain of the craft brought the nuews of the mishap
to the keeper and requested the assistance of the life-saving crew. The
latter at once launched their boat and set out for the scene of the acci-
dent, arriving there at about bhalf-past 6 o’clock in the evening. The
surfinen ran out a kedge and hawser and hove the vessel’s bow off the
rocks. It was then high water, and lacked about two feet of enough to
float her stern. Another anchor, with a long scope of chain, was laid
out ahead, and, by heaving on both anchors at the same time, the
schooner was worked clear of the ledge. The weather being calw, the
station men ook her in tow and moored her alongside of Jameson’s
whtltlrf, after which they returned to the station, getting back about mid-
night.

November 20.—Near sunrise on this date the lookout of the Gull Shoal
Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, descried a small
schooner ashore in Pamlico Sound, about five miles and a half from the
station. The weather was stormy at the time with the wind freshening
from the north-northwest. . At 8 o’clock she set a signal of distress and
the keeper, with four of the life-saving crew, manned a skiff and beat
off to her. She was found'lying in & bad position with the seas break-
ing continuously over her. 'I'he surfmen laid out the vessel’s largest
anchor, and after six hours of arduous labor succeeded in heaving her
clear of theshoals. They were assisted in the performance of this work
by two men from the Chicamicomico Station and also by two citizena
who resided in the neighborhood. The schooner was the Missouri Ann
Luther, of New Berne, North Carolina, bound from Elizabeth City to
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Chicamicomico, in the same State, with a cargo of lumber and groceries,
and having eight persons on board, five of whom were passengers.
One of the latter, who was bound for Ocriacoke, was landed on the
beach by the life-saving crew before they returned to their quarters.

November 21.—The schooner Ella Jane, of Port Jefferson, Long
Island, while on her way from Cold Spring Harbor to Port Jeftferson
with a cargo of brick, sprung a sadden leak, and rapidly filling with
water capsized in Long Island Sound, about & mile to the eastward of
the Eaton’s Neck Station, (Third District.) The accident occurred at
11 o’clock in the day, the cargo, which was all on deck, spilling over-
board. She was inmediately discovered by the station crew, who put
off without delay to her assistance. By the time they arrived her crew
of two meu had taken to their yawl, but finding them without oars the
station-voat took them in tow to a small fishing steamer in the ofting,
on which they took passage round into Northport to telegraph for help
in getting their vessel into port. The two meu subsequently came down
the Neck to the station, and a few hours later, (10 P. M.,) when the
steamer Nonowantuck arrived, they were put on board and the steamer
piloted to the capsized schooner by the keeper. The schooner was at
once taken in tow to Port Jefterson. It should be stated, also, that the
station crew recovered several articles that had floated away from the
schooner when she went over, besides rendering other assistance of a
miuor nature.

November 21.—Just before sunrise the south patrol of the Indian
River Inlet Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, burned a Coston
signal to warn a vessel which was standing in too near the shore. The
captain saw and heeded the warning, and stood oft' to sea.

November 22.—In the forenoon two men who were bound, in an open
sarf-boat, from Ocean Beach to Cape May City, coast of New Jersey,
stopped at the Peck’s Beach Station, (IFourth District,) saying that
they were entirely oat of provisions, having been on the way since the
‘18th, and were in want of food. They were furnished with something
to eat and sheltered over night. The next day they resumed their
journey.

November 22.—An old pile-driver that had been hauled out on the
beach near the Sturgeon Point Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron,
would have been set adrift by the heavy seas and high water washing
away the sand from under it, had not the life-saving crew promptly gone
to the craft and secured it with chains. The keeper then notified the
owner regarding the circumstance.

November 23.—The schooner Peacedale, of Newport, Rhode Island,
while on a voyage from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Narragansett
Pier, Rhode Island, with a cargo of coal, encountered a severe north-
east gale, which rent her sails in shreds and otherwise disabled her.
After working her oft and on as best he could, hoping that a change of
wind might enable him to reach Sandy Hook, the captain, finding the
storm increasing and that his men stood in imminent danger of being
washed from the decks by the heavy seas, squared away and beached
his craft opposite Ocean Grove, about a mile and a quarter to the north-
ward of the Shark River Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jer-
sey. She struck between 8 and 9 o’clock in the morning, of this date,
and remained fast eighty yards from the shore, the heavy breakers
sweeping completely over her. The crew, in the meantime, had taken
to the rigging. The singular movements of the vessel were observed
before she stranded Ly the life-saving crew of the above-named station,

and also by the men at Deal Station, to the northward, both of which



166 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

immediately made preparations to go to her assistance. The latter ar-
rived first at the scene of disaster, hauling their apparatus along the
plank-walk on the beach. The gun was at once placed in position, and
the first shot sent the line over and against the jib-stay, where the sail-
ors grasped it and soon had the whip and hawser ou board and prop-
erly secured. The station men from Shark River labored under the
disadvantage of having to advance along the shore in the teeth of a
driving wind and rain storm with the sand blowing in their fates. Part
of them had to retrace their steps and take the apparatus-cart (which
was provided with a team of horses engaged of a neighbor) over a cir-
cunitous route of more than four miles, in order to reach the wreck.
They arrived just as the shot was fired, and both crews now worked
energetically together in running and operating the lines. One by one
the imperiled seamen, drenched and chilled to the bone, were haanled
through the breakers, in the breeches-buoy, by the stout arms of the
surfmen, As each one reached the shore, the excited villagers, who
had assembled in large numbers on learniug of the shipwreck, gave a
ringing cheer. In half an hour’s time the schooner’s crew of five meu
were safely landed and taken to the Asbury Hotel, the proprietor hav-
ing kindly offered them the hospitality of his house. The prompt and
eflicient services of the life-savers on the above occasion are deserving
of high commendation. The vessel and cargo became a total loss. The
following is an extract from a complimentary letter subsequently re-
ceived by the district superintendent from the master of the schooner:

¢ NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, December 14, 1885.
» » » » » » »

¢ wish to say that I return my heartfelt and sincere thanks to Life-
Saving Stations Nos. 6 and 7 for their brave and nobleservices rendered
to us in time of peril and distress. They all worked bravely and well,
each one knowing his individual daty and each one executing it with
much ability. Thanks are but feeble expressions to offer for such serv-
ices, but I hope they will be an acceptable tribute, and prove a source
of encouragement to the brave workers in future times of peril.
« Most respectfully yours,
¢“CHAS. H. ARNOLD.
“ JOHN G. W. HAVENS,
« Superintendent Life-Saving Stations, Fourth District.”

November 23.—The patrolman of the CedarCreek Station, (Fourth
Distiict,) New Jersey, found, in the forenoon, a boat adrift filled with
water. It was bailed and bhauled out on the beach. Eight days later
it was found to be the property of the schooner Ellwood Harlow, and
was taken to New York by the owners.

November 23.—During the prevalence of a strong northeast blow, at
about 8 o’clock in the morning, a schooner lying at the pier, near the

. Fairport Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, parted ber wooring-lines,
drifted amongst some short piles, and was in danger of being stove.
The life-saving crew pulled to the vessel’s assistance in the surf-boat,
and with lines hauled her to a place of safety. They also moved a large
lighter, that was pounding heavily against the wharf, np the river be-
yond reach of the seas.

November 24.—A strong northeast wind that increased to a gale, and
continued for several days, canred an unusnal high tide and bea-y sea
along the New Jersey coast, and at Seabright many of the summer cot-
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tages near the beach were in imminent danger of being undermined and
washed away. The south patrol of the Seabright Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) early in the morning of this date, discovering that the water,
which was rising very fast, had already reached some of the founda-
tions, at once reported the fact to the keeper. It was very dark at the
time, blowing hard and raining. The life-saving crew proceeded to the
scene as speedily as possible, and set to work removing the furniture
from the structure, which they found in greatest jeopardy. Their labors
were not more than half completed when the house began to settle, and
in a few moments bodily tumbled into the sea,and became a total wreck.
A number of the crew barely escaped with their lives by quickly jump-
ing from the veranda as the building toppled over. Another cottage
near by fell with a crash after the surfmen had succeeded in saving
about two-thirds of its contents, 'The station men then turned their
efforts to the removal of the furniture in ten adjacent buildings, which
were likewise threatened with the encroachment of the sea. The founda-
tions of several were nearly washed out, but before farther damage
could be done the tide fortunately receded. The crew, thoroughly
drenched and tired, shortly after 12 o’clock returned to their quarters
for breakfast, having had nothing to eat since the previous night. The
following day the owner of the cottages that were destroyed arrived
from New York and expressed himself as deeply grateful for the action
of the life-saving men in saving what property they did.

November 24.—For an account of the wreck of the British ship Malta
near the Shark River and Spring Lake Stations, (Fourth District,) coast
of New Jersey, and the drowning of one of her crew, see page 25.

November 24.—At about sunrise, the crew of the Cape Henlopen Sta-
tion, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, discovered a large steamer,
inward bound, inside the Hen and Chickens Shoal, steering a course
which maust in a short time have put her ashore. She was running, a8
it were, into a pocket. The International Code signal J. D., (‘ You are
standing into danger,”) was quickly hoisted at the station, when the
vessel, taking warning by it, after some difficulty, owing to the close
quarters she was in, succeeded in backing out,and passed around on
the easterly side of the shoal all right.

November 24.—Shortly after dark, during a fresh northeast breeze,
the patrol of the Middle Island Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron,
while making the circuit of the island, discovered a schooner standing
into danger towards the Can Buoy Shoal. He fired his Coston signal
a8 a warning, when she at once sheered off, stood for the channel, and
came to in a sheltered anchorage. The tinely action of the surfman
undoubtedly kept the vessel from stranding.

Norember 24.—In the afternoon of the preceding date the schooner
Lottie Carson, of San Francisco, California, dragged her anchors in
Huowmboldt Bay, during a strong southeast gale, and went ashore on the
north spit, a quarter of a mile north-northeast of the Humboldt Bay
Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California. She was bound from
Eureka to San Pedro with a cargo of lumber and had a crew of eight
men. The surfinen-at once boarded her, but all efforts to float the ves-
sel at that time proved unsuccessful on account of the heavy weather
and low tide. Early in the morning of this date they again went to her
asgistance, and with the aid of a tug, managed to get her off during the
forenoon, without apparent damage.

November 24.—During the same southeast gale the schooner Fanny
Dutard, of San Francisco, California, likewise bound with a cargo of
lumber from Iarcka to San Pedro, was also driven ashore, with her
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anchors down, about a mile to the northward of the Humboldt Bay
Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California. She had a crew of eight
men all told. After floating the Lottie Carson the surfmen removed a
portion of the deck-load of the Fanny Dutard, and manned the pumps,
as she was leaking badly. At 11 o’clock, the tide being nnusually high,
she was hove clear, not having sustained injuries sufficient to prevent
her from continuing her voyage.

November 24.—Shortly before noon the schooner Annie Gee, of San
Francisco, California, (that went ashore February 10th of the previous
year while attempting to tow vut over Humboldt Bar, and was reported
as a cowplete wreck,) drifted off the spit about a mile southwest of the
Humboldt Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California, and turned
over on her side. The life-saving crow succeeded in reaching her with
the surf-boat and in making a line fast to the stefn and ranning it to a
tug, notwithstanding the heavy seas that were continually sweeping
over her, but as the hawser parted several times it was impossible to
keep the cratt from drifting ashore, where she again became hard and
fast. On December 11th the vessel was raised by the owners and sab-
sequently repaired.

November 25.—Shortly before noon a sarfman belonging to the Bay-
head Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, found the dead
body of a man washed up ou the beach. It proved to be a drowned
sailor from the ship Malta, that was ashore six miles north of the sta-
tion. The remains were properly cared for. For an account of this
wreck and of the man’s death see page 25.

November 25.—In the afternoon of this day, while a workman was
being conveyed to the Little Beach Station, (Fourth District,) coast of
New Jersey, across Big Bay in a sail-boat, one of the crew, Mathis by
name, was accidentally knocked overboard by the swinging of the boom.
His companivns succeeded in pulling him out of the water and getting
him on board again. Mathis was afterwards taken to the station, where
he was furnished with food and lodging for the night and with dry
apparel, donated by the Women’s National Relief Association. The
clothing was subsequently returned, in good order, to the station.

November 25.—During the night the patrolman of the San Luis Sta-
tion, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas, discovered a steamer standing
1nto danger and warned her off with a Coston signal.

November 26.—Early in the morning of this date a partly dismasted
brig, with a small tug lying uear her, was seen about four miles east of
the Deal Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The tug was
attempting to tow the craft into port, but, after several ineffectual trials
to make headway against the high sea and strong wind prevailing, she
left her charge and stood to the northward. The keeper of the station
at once telegraphed to the Merritt Wrecking Company to dispatch one
of its large steamers to the vessel’s sssistance. When the former arrived
the brig had drifted southward off Point Pleasant, and was several times
in great danger of going ashore. She was taken in tow, and proceeded
with to New York Harbor. Between 10 and 11 o’clock the brig was also
seen off the Shark River Station, and the keeper there likewise tele-
graphed for a tug.

November 26.—During the watch between sunset and 9 o'clock at night,
the patrolman of the Gull Shoal Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North
Carolina, saw a vessel, through the haze, in dangerous proximity to the
beach, and at once burned his Coston signal. She heeded the timely
warning, and immediately went about and stood off shore,
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November 27.—While trying to work out of Seal Harbor, at about 7
o'clock in the morning, the schooner Para,of Machias, Maine, misstayed
and ran on Allen’s Ledge, about a mile to the northward of the White
Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. She was bound from her
home port to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of lumber, and had
five persons on board, including one passenger. The life-saving crew
went out to the vessel soon after she struck, and found her lying broad-
side to the wind, with her stern about two feet out of water. They ran
out a kedge and hove her round in an easier position, head to the wind.
The surfmen then lashed two boats together and carried out her sheet
anchor, with forty fathoms of chain, and planted it well to windward.
On the flood tide she was hove off the rocks and kedged into deep water.
Sail was set, and the keeper piloted the schooner, clear of all obstruc-
tions, to where she was enabled to proceed safely on her voyage. The
fact that the vessel was standing on her course, under full sail, just four
hours after she struck, without having sustained apparent injury, at-
tests the prompt and dexterous work of the station men.

- November 27.—About twenty minutes after the return of the crew of
the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, from assisting
the Para in Seal Harbor, the keeper received information that the
Carrie May, of South Thomaston, Maine, the schooner relieved on the
20th, was in a dangerous position among the ledges in Weskeag River.
The station men at once launched their boat, and, after a tiresome pull
of four miles agaiust a strong northeast wind, reached the vessel and
boarded her. She was on her way out of the river, bound for Portland,
Maine, with a cargo of granite. Again falling in with baffling winds,
the schooner was obliged, on account of the strong current, to come to
an anchor among the rocks, whence her crew of three men were unable
to extricate her. She had about two feet of water under her and was
in danger of striking bottom on the ebb tide. As no time was to be
lost the surfmen quickly weunt to work, ran out an anchor, and kedged
her a safe distance from the ledges. They then hoisted her sails and
piloted her to a good anchorage in Seal Harbor, wheresher canvas was
snugly furled. The life-saving crew received the hearty thanks of the
captain for their services.

November 27.—Early in the morning of October 14th, during a strong
westerly wind and rough sea, the schooner Melville, of New Berne,
North Oarolina, light, and with no one on board, fouled her anchor and
dragged ashore in Pamlico Sound, about three miles and a half north
of the Cape Hatteras Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina.
The mishap was not observed from the station on account of a thickly-
wooded bluff that intervened. The captain of the vessel cencluded to
let her remain where she stranded until the weather became more
favorable for getting her off. In the morning of this date, (November
27th,) at the request of the owner, the life-saving crew went to the schooner
and, by diligent work, succeeded in moving her to u position where the
flood tide floated her.

November 27.—The south patrol of the Sturgeon Point Station, (Tenth
District,) Lake Huron, shortly after dark of this date, heard a steamer
blow four successive whistles near the outlying reefs. He at once
flashed his Coston signal, when the vessel stood offshore into the lake,
clear of all danger.

November 27.—The day watch at the Shoalwater Bay Station, (Twelfth
District,) Washington Territory, found, in the afternoon, a dead body
on the beach, which proved to be the remains of a man who had been
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buried several months before, the high tide having washed out the
grave. The body was properly disposed of by the crew.

November 28.—At G o'clock in the evening, during a maderate west-
southwest wind with clear weather, the three-masted schooner Moses
Webster, ot Rockland, Maine, stranded on Shovelful 8hoals, off the
south end of Monomoy Island, Massachusetts. While standing through
the chaunel that leads from Nantucket Sound, on her way to Boston,
the position of the light-ship had been mistaken and the vessel ran to
the northward of the true course and was carried upon the shoal by the
strong set of the current. Tho south patrol of the Monomoy Station,
(Second District,) discovered her at about half-past 10 o’clock and at
once hastened back to the station, some four miles distant, and alarmed
his fellow-surfmen. The latter launched their boat at midnight and
reached the craft an hour afterward, at nearly low water. Bhe was
found a half mile from the land, in an easy position, and not leaking.
As nothing could be immediately done to move her, the station men,
after waiting on board until 8 in the morning, (29th,) returned ashore
with dispatches for the captain. Before going, however, they laid out
a kedge-anchor and assisted in furling the sails. It was expected that
a tug and a lighter, which had been telegraphed for, would arrive early
the following day. The wind, meantime, veered to the eastward and
by the latter part of the night commenced to blow hard. At daylight
on the 30th, there being indications of an approaching storm, the life-
savers thought it advisable to board the vessel again, as the wrecking-
party had not yet arrived. Acocordingly the boat was transported, with
no little difticulty, over the soft, yielding sand, and launched a second
time from the inside beach, and by 8 o’clock the crew were alongside the
schooner. She was still tight, but pounding heavily on the shoal. The
head sails were set in hopes of swinging her bow round and working
her off under a full spread of canvas, but the attempt proved futile. In
the forenoon two tugs and a lighter arrived and took charge of the
operations. - The surfinen returned to their quarters, having & long and
arduous pull qf several miles apainst the wind and current. The
wreckers left the stranded craft at noon and did not again pnt in an
appearance until late the nextday, (December 1st.) The wind continued
in violence during the night of the 30th, causing a heavy sea to make
up, and it was predicted the schooner would either be driven off or fill
with water, but as gshe was high up on the shoal the crew were consid-
ered in no danger 8o long as they remained on bLoard. After daylight
(December 1st,) it was scen that she bad bilged and at about 9 o’clock
a signal of distress was displayed in the mizzen rigging. It was now
blowing a gale with a high sea running, aud it was feared that difficulty
would be experienced in getting to her. The life-savers on their way to
the wreck spoke the schooner Lizzie, of Gloucester, which was at anchor
off the beach, and asked the captain if he would run down and assist
them in rescuing the imperiled crew. He willingly agreed to the re-
quest and at once commenced to get his craft under way. The surfmen,
after a number of hardy attempts, found it impossible to get alongside
the stranded vessel, as the waves were constantly breaking with great
force against her sides and dashing over the decks. The sailors were,
therefore, directed to swing out the main-boom to its farthest extent, so
they could drop from the end into the boat, as the latter came under-
neath. In this way four of the crew were taken off and transferred to
a boat, that had put out from Mounomoy Point in charge of Captain
Mallows. The remaining four were rescued in the same manner and
conveyed aboard the schooner Lizzie, which by this time had reached the

i\
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scene. Captain Silva, of the last-mentioned vessel, kindly volunteered
to take all hapds back to the station, and thanks are specially due to
both the captains named for their willing and valuable services on this
occasion. The castaways were temporaril{qmmished with dry clothing
from the stock dona.wdy by the Women’s National Relief Associatiov,
and sheltered until the following afternoon, (December 2d,) when the
life saving crew succeeded in boarding the wreck and saving their per-
sonal effects. They then left on one of the wrecking-tugs for Hyannis.
The Moses Webster was bound home from Caibarien, Cuba, laden with
sugar. The vessel and cargo became a total loss. The work of rescuing
the endangered people was a difficult and hazardous undertaking, and
the excellent performance of the station men, while eliciting praise, is
also illustrative of their ever-readiness to encounter peril when human
life is in Zeopardy. :

Nove 28.—At 9 o’clock at night a steamer that was running dan-
gerously near the land was warned off by a surfinan belonging to the
Cape Disappointment Station, (Twelfth District,) Washington Terri-
tory, who flashed his red Coston light in time to prevent an accident.

Norember 29.—During the watch from midnight to 4 o’clock ‘in the
mornj¥ g the east patrol of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of
Delaware, sighted a large three-masted schooner standing in towards
Cape Henlopen and almost ashore. He quickly flashed a Coston signal
a8 a warning of danger, when she at once came to anchor and lay there
unl:il the tide turmed. The signal no doubt saved her from running
ashore.

November 29.—A vessel running too near the shore at Assateague
Beach Station, (Fifth District,) Virginia, was warned off by the patrol
flashing a Coston signal during the first night watch. She went clear.

November 29.—While two of the surfmen of the Charlotte Station,
Ninth District,) Lake Ontario, were rowing up the Genesee River near

nford’s Lan(iing, about four miles from the station, their attention
was attracted by calls for help. Turning in the direction whence the
crieg came they discovered a man struggling in the water and clinging
to a capsized skiff, They immediately went to his assistance aud suc-
ceeded in rescuing him from his perilous sitnation. It appeared that
he had just launched his boat and, while standing in it, slipped and
lost his balance, overturning his craft and falling into the stream.
The timely presence of the life-saving men doubtless saved him from
drowning.

November 30.—At about 6 in the morning, the weather being cloudy,
with & fresh northeasterly breeze, the schooner Mollie Porter, of aud
from Booth Bay, Maine, for New York, loaded with salt fish, and hav-
ing a crew of five men, struck on Catumb Rock, at the entrance of Fish-
er's Island Sound, a mile and a half southwest of the Watch Hill Station,
(Third District,) coast of Rhode Island. She was speedily discovered
by the patrol and by balf-past 7 the life-savers were alongside in their
boat. Findivg that the crew had already run out a kedge and were
endeavoring to heave the schooner off, the stution men lent their assist-
ance. As the vessel had gone on at high water and the tide was then
falling, it was found impossible to move her. The captain was there-
fore conveyed in the surf-boat to Stonington, three or four miles dis-
tant, for the purpose of telephoning to New London for the aid of a
wrecking-tug and a lighter, after which they returned on board. By
the time the wreckers could arrive, soon after noon, the schooner had
bilged, and the sea was 80 rough that it was impossible for the tug or
the lighter to lie alongside. All hands therefore set to work stripping



172 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

the schooner of her sails and rigging, which were put on board the tug,
together with the yawl and a few barrels of fish, and sent to New Lon-
don. Three of the sailors also took passage on the tug, while the cap-
tain and the mate, with their baggage and a few more barrels of fish, the
balance of what had been saved, were conveyed to the station. The
two officers remained at Watch Hill with the station crew for two days,
or until the vessel broke up and nothing more could be recovered.

November 30.— Shortly after 7 o’clock in the evening the patrol, when
about two miles north of the Long Branch Station, (Fourth District,)
coust of New Jersey, saw a steamer running too close to the beach for
safety, and warned her off by tlashing his Coston light.

November 30.—Shortly atter 6 o’clock in the evening, the north patrol
of the Holly Beach Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, re-
ported a schooner ashore about a mile and a half from the station. The
wind was blowing strong from the north-northeast, the weather was hazy,
and the sea high and stormy. No time was lost in getting the surf-boat
to the scene of the accident. The night was so intensely dark that the
keeper caused a fire, of kerosene and tar, to be built on the beach, to
make light enough to enable him to proceed with the work of rescue.
When the life-saving crew arrived on the beach, opposite the wreck,
they could hear, above the roar of the angry breakers, the agonizing cries
for help of those on board. On account of the heavy surf rolling in
the first attempt to reach the vessel proved fruitless, the boat, when
within hailing distance, being beaten back by the tremendous force of
the waves. The distressed crew weroe told not to despair, but to hold
on to the last. On the second undertaking, at about a quarter-past 7
o’clock, the sturdy life-savers managed, with consummate skill and at
great personal risk, to board the stranded craft. The sailors had been
compelled to take refuge in the rigging, as the vessel had bilged and was
fast going to pieces. The work of liberation did not come a moment too
soon. All the people from the schooner, five in namber, were safely
landed, drenched to the skin, as were also the surfinen. The rescue
was an act of great daring and heroism, and had it not been for the
prompt assistance rendered all hands would undoubtedly have per-
ished. The vessel proved to be the E. H. Williams, of Haddam, Cou-
necticut, bound from Philadelphia, Peunsylvania to Middletown, Con-
necticat, with a cargo of coal. Before daylight of the morning follow-
ing the disaster she was completely broken up. The castaways were
taken to the station, were provided with dry clothing and warwmn food,
(the former beirg furnished from the supplies donated by the Women’s
National Relief Association,) and were sheltered and cared for during
a period of three days, the captain remaining nearly a week longer.
'fhe following commen(iatory letter was sent to the General Superiuten-
dent:

“SIr: 1 wish to tender my thanks to the United States Government
for its well-organized system for saving the lives of distressed mariners.
By my helmsman mistaking the course given to him my vessel was run
on shore near the Holly Beach Station on November 30, 1885. The
weather was bazy and the sea very high at the time. Five minutes
before I struck I saw a Coston signal discharged DLy the patrol on the
strand, but the vessel was then so near the bottom that she would not
steer, and soon afterward went ashore and immediately commenced
breaking up. In about an hour after we struck I found the life-saving
crew alongside ready to take myself and crew out of the rigging, as the
vessel had bilged and the sea was making a clean breach over her. Qur
yawl-boat was stove and carried away by the first sea that swept over
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us. All wet and cold we were landed and provided with food and
clothing. Wishing to express my gratitude in behalf of myself and
crew to Captain Downs and his men for their services, I remain
“Yours truly,
' -«D, C. RUSSELL,
“ Master of Schooner E. H, Williams.
“8. I. KiMBALL, Esq,,

¢ General Superintendent U. S.ALt:fe-Saving Service.” .
The i'ollowiug extract is taken from a letter received by Keeper Downs
from the mother of one of the survivors:

“ WESTBROOK, CONNECTICUT, December 11, 1885.

“DEAR CAPTAIN: Please accept my deep gratitnde and kindly thanks
for the timely rescue ot the men from the wrecked schooner E. H, Williams.
I always take a heartfelt interest in all secamen, and especially in the
brave and noble ones who 80 often risk their own lives for the safety of
their fellow-men. May Heaven bless you all is the wish of one who
will ever remenrber the heroism of yourself and crew on the night of
November 30.

“Very truly yours,

“Mrs. C. W. BooNE.
“Capt. FRANK DowNs, .
¢ Keeper of Holly Beach Life-Saving Station.”

November 30.—At 1 o’clock in the morning, during the prevalence of
a fresh northeaster, with a high sea and rainy weather, the north patrol
of the Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, discovered
a steamer very near the outer bar, and in danger of running ashore.
He instantly gave warning to her by flashing a red Coston light. The
vessel at once changed her course, but not in time to avoid fetching
up on the edge of the bar. She remained aground for some little time,
but before the station crew could arrive she floated off. It was fortu-
nate the patrol saw her, as a short distance further ahead lay a dangerous
shoal, upon which she would have struck hard and fast, the changing
of her course in respouse to the signal being all that saved her.

December 1.—The patrol of the Hunniwell’s Beach Station, (First Dis-
trict,) coast of Maine, who had the watch between 8 o’clock and mid-
ight, discovered a steamer standing too close inshore for safety, and
burned a red Coston signal to warn her of her danger. She immedi-
ately changed her course and kept oft outside of Seguin Island light.

December 1.— At about 11 o’clock on the night of November 30th, dur-
ing the prevalence of a fresh northerly gale with thick weather, the bark
Harkaiway, of London, England, carrying a crew of fourteen men, bound
from Trapani, Sicily, to Gioucester, Massachusetts, with a cargo of
salt, stranded on the coast of North Carolina, about a quarter of a mile
northeast of the Caffey’s Inlet Station, (Sixth District.) She was dis-
covered by the patrol almost as soon as she struck, although the dis-
tance was 8o great that she appeared only as a dark object through the
fog, her lights being scarcely visible. The fog was in fact so thick that
1t was impossible to make out her rig. As the surf was very rough and
dangerous the keeper decided not to attempt anything with the boat
and therefore ordered out the beach-apparatus. The men arrived on
the scene at half-past 11. They saw at once that the vessel lay too
far off to effect line communication, and as the tide was rising and there
was a probability of her soon driving in over the outer bar it was re-
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solved to wait until that time before doing anything. In the mean-
time signals were made and a fire built on the beach to let the people
know that their situation was understood. The anticipations regarding
the vessel proved correct, as at a quarter-past 2 in the morning (Decem-
ber 1st,) she was driven in to the inner bar, where she fetched up about
two hundred yards from the shore. As soon as this occurred the gan
was placed in position, and with the first fire the shot-line was dropped
on bqard. The whip was then bent on and semt off, but when they
came to attach the hawser and haul it out to the vessel the whip was
found to have fouled some wreckage in the undertow in sach a manmner
as to make it practically useless, the men being unable to budge it
one way or the other through the block, which was fast on board. Here
then was a dilemma impossitle to be overcome in the darkness, and
another delay was imposed upon them, it being necessary to suspend
tarther operations until daylight. Fortunately for those on she bark
the tide had begun falling and there was no danger of her breaking up
for some hours at least. While the men were thus waiting they were
joined by the patrols of the adjacent stations, at Poyner’s Hill and Paul
Gamiel’s Hill, to the north and south respectively. At 4 o’clock one
of the men was dispatched back to the house to telephone for the crews
of those stations, but owing to the atmospheric conditious, which af-
fected the instruments, he could only communicate with Poyner’s Hill,
the crew of which promptly responded to the call. In the meantime,
also, the surf-boat and other appliances, in addition to the beach-ap-
paratus, were gathered upon the scene to meet any emergency that
might arise. When the day dawned another line was thrown over the
bark, and although the strong current made it hard and tedious work
the gear was at last rigged and everything was ready for the rescue.
It was then half-past 8. By the time the breeches-buoy had made two
trips District Superintendent Poyner arrived, and subsequently several
fishermen and members of ‘the Paul Gamiel's Hill crew, all of whom
rendered good service, their aid being especially valnable on account of
the difficulty of keeping the lines from fouling while Leing drawn
through the surf. The actual work of rescue took them fully two hours,
the last man not reaching the shore until half-past 10, the bark by that
time having fallen over almost on her beam ends. The sailors were
taken to the station and made comfortable, the rescuing party, during
the remainder of the day, busying themselves in recovering the property
washed up from the wreck. The bark and her cargo were a total loss.
The captain proceeded without delay to Norfolk, but the rest remained
at the station four or five days. The mate, upon his departure, left the
tollowing acknowledgement:

¢ Regarding the disaster to the English bark Harkaway on the 1st of
December, 1¢85, at Caffey’s Inlet Life-Saving Station, it gives me much
pleasure to testify that the keeper and crew handled the apparatus
with great skill and judgment, or else all hands of the wrecked vessel
would have perished in the heavy surf. They have my deepfelt thanks.
« W, EICHLER,
 Ohief Mate of Bark Harkaway.”

December 1.—The patrol of the Nag’s Head Station, sSixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, going south, at about 11 o’clock at night,
promptly warned off, by means of his Coston signal, & steamer that was
in danger of running ashore. The weather was thick and rainy at the
time and the vessel was standing too close to the beach for safety.

=
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December 1.—Shortly before dawn the patrol of the San Luis Station,
(Eighth District,) coast of Texas, saw & schooner standing too close in
to the south breaker of San Luis Pass. He burned a red Coston signal,
when she immediately kept off.

December 1.—The crew of the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,)
Lonisville, Kentucky, were called out, at about 11 o’clock at night, to
search for the body of a man who, while under the influence of liquor,
had fallen from the ferry-boat wharf into the river and drowned., The
life-saving crew, after dragging in the vicinity of the aecident for about
an hour, recovered the remains and turned them over to the city coroner.

December 1.—In the morning of this date a pile-driver got adrift in
~ the lake and the owner requested the keeper of the Sturgeon Point

Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, to assist him in getting it to a
safe place. The life-saving crew manned the surf-boat and towed the
vessel a mile and a half to the shore, where they put rollers under it,
and haaled it about thirty rods out on the beach. The owner was very
grateful for this service, saying that otherwise he might have lost his
craft.

December 2.—In the watch from sunset to 8 o’clock the patrol of the
San Luis Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas, fired a Coston sig-
nal to warn off a steamer that was running too close to the shore.

December 3.—On this date a weary wayfarer asked for shelter at the
Fort Landerdale House of Refuge, (Seventh District,) coast of Florida.
The keeper gave him a warm supper, lodged him over night, and after
breakfast the following morning put him across the bar and started
him again on his journey. ’

December 3.—At twenty minates past 11 o’clock in the night the patrol-
man alarmed the crew of the Fairport Station, (Ninth District,) Lake
Erie, by firing Coston signals about a mile to the westward of the
. station. The sarfmen hastened to the spot, where it was ascertained

that the body of a drowned man had been found washed up on the

beach. It was immediately conveyed to the station, and at daylight
_ the coroner at Paincsville, Ohio, was duly notified of the circumstance,
and shortly came aud viewed the remains. The man’s name—James

Lynn—was indelibly pricked in ink on the right arm. At sunset the

body was placed in a coffin and buried on the beach by the life-saving

crew. :

December 4.—At 11 o’clock in the night the north patrol of the Ca-
hoon’s Hollow Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, dis-
covering n large schooner approaching dangerously near the beach,
burned a Coston signal, when she at once tacked off shore, and escaped

- disaster.

December 4.—The patrol of the North Beach Station, (Fifth District,)
coast of Maryland, at daylight, discovered two schooners offshore, about
four miles east of the station, anchored very near each other, their dis-
mantled appearance indicating that they had been in collision. One
of them had a signal of distress flying. As soon a8 he could report at
the station the surf-boat was launched and the crew went off to render
what assistance might be possible. They reached the spot at 8 o’clock
and found that one of the schooners was the Lillie A. Warford, of Man-
asquan, New Jersey, bound in ballast from New York to Virginia for a
load of wood, and the other was the Samuel H. Sharp, of New York,
from York River, Virginia, for New York, loaded with wood. The two
bad collided the night previous at 8 o’clock, both vessels receiving con-
siderable damage. They wanted the assistance of a steam-tug to tow
them to the Delaware for repairs. While the station crew were learn-
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ing these particulars a third schooner came up, whose name they counld
not ascertain, and took the Warford in tow. As the only way they
could be of service was to telegraph for the aid of steam, the life-savers
made the best of their way back to the shore and wired a dispatch to
Lewes, a reply reaching them at noon that the tug America had been
despatched from the Delaware Breakwater to tow the two vessels in.
Both schooners reached port without farther mishap.

December 5.—The British schooner Cecilia, of Parrsboro’, Nova Scotia,
on her way to Canning, in the same Province, from Boston, Massa-
chusetts, with a cargo of flour and a crew of four men, put into
Quoddy Bay, during a thick southeast smow-storm, and anchored
at high tide near the Middle Ground, about two miles east-north-
east of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
She was in a position where she would ground at low water. The
life-saving men did not go out to her at once, thinking that her
sailors were probably acquainted with the locality and would move
their craft to a safer berth before the tide turned ; but, as the storm
increased and there seemed to be no intention on the part of the vessel
to change her anchorage, the surfmen, at 9 o’clock in the morning,
launched their boat and went out to her. They found the captain to
be a stranger to the waters of the bay, and he was immediately ap-
prised of his danger. The station crew were requested to assist in
getting the schooner under way, which they did, and then left one of
their number on board to pilot her to a safe harbor in Johnson’s Bay.

December 5.—The north patrol of the Hanniwell’s Beach Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine, during the prevalence of a southeast gale and
rain-storm, saw a sloop, shortly after daylight, anchored in Sagadahoc
Bay, about one mile to the eastward of the station. As the wind was
steadily increasing and a heavy sea making up it was feared that the
craft would be driven ashore. At about 9 o’clock the life-saving crew
launched their boat and pulled off to her relief. She proved to be the
Corinna, of Gardiner, Maine, bound from Portland to Bath, in the same
State, laden with bar iron, and having a crew of three men. When the
surfmen reached her they found the sea washing over her decks, the
rndder gone, her skeg bolts drawn, and the water leaking in through
the holes. It was evident that if the sloop was to be saved her cargo
would have to be thrown overboard. The station crew at once set about
this task and then pumped her out. As there was a prospect of the
wind changing, it was thought that the craft would, in bher lightened
condition, ride out the gale in safety, and, after making everything on
board as secure and snug as possible, her crew, having no boat of their
own, were landed om the beach by ti:e life-saving men and taken to a
neighboring house, where they could watch their vessel. In the after-
noon there was a shift of wind for the better, and the sloop was again
boarded by the surfmen, got under way, and piloted to a safe harbor.
On the 9th the station crew worked her into the Kennebec River, and
she was subsequently towed to Bath for repairs. Her crew were very
grateful for the services rendered them.

December 5.—The schooner Mattiec E. Tabor, of Port Jefferson, New
York, bound home from Bermuda Hundred, Virginia, with a cargo of
pine wood, misstayed and mranded, at half-past 8 o’clock at night, about
midway between the Mantoloking and Chadwick’s Stations, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey. She struck about two hundred and
fifty yards from the beach during a strong westerly gale and snow-
squall. The patrol of the latter-named station discerned the vessel
through the darkness, standing unusually near the land and flasbed
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two Coston signals, but received no response. He at once gave the
alarm and the life-saving erew proceeded to the scene, with their surf-
boat, in all possible haste. Another Coston signal was burned with-
ont calling forth any sigu of recognition on the part of the schooner.
No lights or indications of life were visible on her deck. The beach-
men from the Mantoloking Station now arrived and proffered their serv-
ices. A high wind was blowing, with more than an ordinary sea on
and a strong current setting to the northward inside of the bar, and,
at times, the darkness was so0 intense that only the dim outlines of the
craft could be distinguished from the shore. As she was in an easy
position, without immediate danger of going to pieces, and not exhibit-
ing any evideunces of distress, it was deemed prudent to wait until day-
light before boarding her. In the meantime the life-saving apparatus
had been brought to the spot, and a large fire built on the beach so
that the vessel could be plainly seen. Still there was nothing observed
of her craw. At 4 o'clock in the morning (Gth,) they showed a light
on board, and the surfmen from Chadwiek’s Station, after waiting for
about an hour longer until the day dawned, launched their boat and
managed to go alongside of the schooner, the other crew remaining on
shore to assist in the work of landing. The captain and six sailors
(with their personal effects) were brought oft and taken to the station,
where they were hospitably cared for. On the 8th tbree trips were
made to the wreck in the surf-boat and the cabin furniture was recovered.
The vessel soon broke up and became a total loss.

December 5.—The night patrol of the Cedar Creek Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) New Jersey, seeing a vessel running in dangerous proximity to
the shore, flashed a warning signal, when she immediatly hauled off.

December 5, 6.—Shortly before midnight of the 4th, during a heavy
northeast storm, the steanmer City af Concord, of Port Huron, Michigan,
broke from her moorings at the break water at Sand Beach and was blown
ashore, about a quarter of a mile from the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth
District,) Lake Huron. On account of the snow that was falling thickly
at the time the vessel was not discovered until early in the morning of
the 5th. The life-saving crew lannched the surf-boat and went to her
aid, but as no good could be accomplished until the wind abated, the
captain decided not to undertake to float her until the weather changed.
Herequested the keeper to send off some dispatches for him, which was
accordingly done. The steamer was on her way to Port Hope, Michigan,
with a light cargo of coal and abarge in tow, and had a crew of sixteen
persons. During the morning the wind moderated somewhat and the
craft got oft without help. The next day (6th,) she left for her port of
destination, but a wind and snow-stormn came up and she was obliged
to put back to the harbor for shelter. Wanting to moor alongside of
the steamboat wharf she whistled for the assistance of the life saving
crew. The latter at once responded to the signal and got the vessel’s
chain ashore, (all her fasts having been lost when she broke adrift from
the break water,) but that parted, and the sarfinen then hastened to the
station and obtained lines while the vessel was held up under steam.
-On their return they succeeded in securing the steamer to the whart.
The master stated that had it not been tor the timely action of the life-
saving force his craft would probably have been driven ashore, as he
could not have handled her in the heavy gale and blinding snow-storm.
When she was ready to procecd on her voyage the keeper loaned the
captain a hawser to tow the barge with, as he had no lines suitable for
that purpose.
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December 5.—Shortly before 7 o’clock in the morning, during the prev
alence of a heavy northeast gale with stormy weather, the lookout of
the Sand Beach Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Huron, observed a signal
of distress on & schooner at-anchor in the harbor. The ice had formed
so thick against the boat-room doors that the life-saving crew had to
chop and shovel it away, and were thirty minutes before they succeeded
in launching the life boat. There was so much floating ice in the har-
bor, and the wind was blowing so strong, that, after a hard struggle of
an hour and a hadf, the surfmen were forced to return to the station,as
they were unable to make any further progress towards the vessel. An
attempt was then made in the surf-boat, and, by the most strenuous exer-
tions, the men at last succeeded in pulling a distance of three-quarters
of a mile and reached the craft. It was learned, on arriving alongside,
that a man on board had broken his leg and needed surgical treatment.
The station crew at once returned to the shore and obtained a surgeon.
In the meantime the sca moderated somewhat, and, when ready to go
off again, the harbor-master took his steam-launch and towed the surf-
boat, with its occupants, to the schooner. The surfmen assisted to set
the broken limb, and then conveyed the surgeon back to the shore.
The following day (6th,) the injured sailor was brought to the station,
where he was kindly cared for two days, and afterwards taken to com-
fortable quarters in the hotel near by.

December 5.—At about 8 o’clock in the morning, during a fresh north
wind, a small schooner, covered with ice and snow, was seen off the
Muskegon Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, standing in for
the bharbor with a signal set for a tug. There being no tugin port, and,
as it seemed evident that the craft could not get inside without aid,
under her short spread of canvas, the keeper obtained the services of
two volunteer surfmen, the station being closed for the winter, and pro-
ceeded out on the pier, where they hove a line to the vessel and suc-
ceeded, after a two hours’ task, in towing her up the river to a safe
berth. It was with the. greatest difficulty that they kept her from
pounding against the pier. She proved to be the Mamic Jepson, of and
from Manistee, Michigan, with a cargo of apples and potatoes. Her crew
of two men were almost worn out with work and exposure, as she was
in a nearly helpless condition, having lost her anchors and boat and
most of her sails. As the keeper expressed it, *‘she looked more like a
floating iceberg than anything else.”

December 5.—Shortly after midnight, while the schooner Milwaukee
Belle, of Chicago, Illinois, which had arrived from Egg Harbor, Wis-
consin, the previous day, with a cargo of telegraph-poles, was moored
opposite the Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, a
northwest wind sprang up that soon increased in violence to a gale,
causing the vessel to part some of herlines and to pound heavily against
the wharf. The captain, who was alone on the schoouer, signaled for
a tug and also for the assistance of the life-saving crew. The latter
speedily pulled over to the imperiled craft, boarded her, and hurriedly
got lines up so that she could be towed to a place of safety. But the
tug, at the last moment, on account of the prevailing high wind and
sea, declined to take hold of her without the aid of another boat; so
the surfmen at once set to work and got the anchor ready to let go, cast
off the fasts that still held, and scudded the vessel under bare poles
into the basin, where they skillfully brought her to, and where she rode
out the storm unharmed.

December 5.—At 5 o’clock in the morning the schooner Napoleon, of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with no one on board, broke from her moorings,
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during a strong northwest wind, and drifted ashore in the harbor about
four hundred yards to the southward of the Milwaukee Station, (Elev-
enth District,) Lake Michigan. At the captain’s request the life-saving
crew ran a hawser to a tug, but it was not until a channel had been
dredged out for the vessel that she was finally pulled afloat.

December 6.—The crew of the Little Beach Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, on this date, sheltered a man by the name of
Poland, who ran aground in his boat, during a severe rain and snow
storm, while trying to go through Shell Gut Thoroughfare, on his way
trom Cape May to Ocean Beach. He was kept all night at the station,
given food, and furnished with proper clothing, provided by the Women’s
National Relief Association, while his own garments were being dried.
The next morning he proceeded on his way, grateful for the civilities
shown him.

December 6.—At about balf-past 11 o’clock in the day the schooner
General Palmer, of Bridgeton, New Jersey, misstayed and stranded on
the south bar of Cold Spring Inlet, a mile southwest of the Turtle Gut
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She was light, bound
from Cape May City to I’hiladelphia, Pennsylvania, and carried a crew
of three men. The life-saving crew at once went to her assistance; they
secured the hatches, reefed the mainsail and, on the flood tide, helped
to get her off the shoal. After floating the vessel the keeper piloted
ber to a safe anchorage in the inlet. :

December 6.—Shortly before 8 o’clock at night, as the north patrol of
the Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, was return-
ing over his beat he sighted a steamer very close in and almost ashore.
He immediately flashed a Coston signal as a warning, when the craft
changed her course, just in time to avoid striking.

December 6.—The schooner Nellie Wadsworth, of Baltimore, Maryland,
was driven ashore on the northerly side of Hatteras Inlet, North Caro-
lina, on the night of December 5th, and became a total wreck. She
was from Charleston, South Carolina, bound through the inlet into
Pamlico Sound on her way to New Berne, North Carolina, with a cargo
of phosphate, and had anchored in the inlet on the morning of the 5th
to await the subsidence of the strong gale then blowing from the south-
west. Her crew consisted of five men. The crew of the Durant’s Sta-
tion, (Sixth District,) some miles north of the inlet, had observed her
soon after she came to and proceeded to the point with their boat on
its carriage. Sbe had dragged in over the shoals,but was then in smooth
water and apparently all right, although there was a formidable line of
breakers between her and the shore, which could only be traversed by
the boat at great risk. Under these circumstances, and as the people
made no signal to be taken off, feeling secure and safe so long as the
anchors held, the life-savers made no attempt toboard the vessel. They,
lhowever, watched her all day, and at 9 o’clock that night, when the patrol
reached the point, she was still riding safely to her anchors, and he so
reported to the keeper on his return. When, however, the next watch,
Surfman W. R. Austin, reached the point at 1 o’clock on the morning
of the 6th, he found that she had dragged into the breakers and was
lying broadside to the beach, about one hundred and twenty yards off.
Austin quickly made signal and then hurried to the station with the
alarm, and by 3 o’clock or a little earlier the crew were on the scene
with the beach-apparatus. Although the night was dark as pitch
and the schooner had no lights, the first shot was successful and car-
ried a line into the main-rigging within easy reach of the crew, who had
been driven thither for safoty almost as soon as she struck. The



180 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

weather was freezing cold, and the men on board, being drenched to the
skin and almost perished, had as much as they could do to haul the whip
off. As soon a8 the sailors secured the tail-block to the mainmast the
station men sent off the hawser, and they were about to set it taut and
rig the breeches-buoy when the wast fell over the side and the life-sav-
ing gear became entangled in the floating wreckage. The men man-
aged, however, to clear the whip sufficiently to send off a bundle of cork
life-belts, but when the latter were within a few feet of the schooner the
line again fouled, so that they could not be reached or moved either way.
To add to the people’s peril the vessel was roliing deeply in the surf and
almoet buried by the wuves, and they had the utmost difficulty to aveid
being washed overboard. In order to secure the life-belts one of the
sailors, George Richardson, of New River, a colored man, jumped into
the surf and after a desperate struggle succeeded in getting hold of
them. The icy coldness of the water was, however, more than he could
stand, and his strength failing he was unable to return to the vessel,
being just able to cling to the line and no more. It was also so dark
that the men on the beach were unaware of his situation. They, in the
meantime, were taking steps to clear the line, intending, as the breeches-
buoy could not be used, to devise some other means of gettinget:xe peo-
ple ashore as quickly as possible. The beach pony that had been used
to help haul the apparatus-cart from the station was attached to one part
of the whip and the animal was then started at a brisk pace across the
beach. This proved effectual, the strain starting the line through the
block, which was still attached to the broken mast, and in a few moments
Richardson, to the surprise of the surfmen, was seen emerging from the
surf, still clinging to the line, the belts coming with him. The poor fel-
low had been in the water probably ten or fifteen minutes and was speech-
less and almost gone from exhaustion. One of the station crew at once
took him in charge and did all that was possible to revive him by giving
him brandy and rubbing his balf-frozen limbs, while the rest turned their
attention to those still on the wreck. Three more were brought ashore
by means of the whip without wuch difliculty, bat the fifth and last, man
lost his hold a8 he neared the beach and would have been swept away
by the undertow but for the surfmen, who quickly formed a line by
joining hands, with the keeper in the lead, and wading out over waist-
deep the latter grasped the man and with the aid of the others brought
him out safe. With the gale still blowing and the temperature below
the freezing point the sailors were in a sorry plight, and in no condition
to undertake the journey to the station, three or four miles distant. But
it was the nearest shelter, and they must be got there or freeze to death
in theirdripping garments. They were partially revived with stimulants
from the medicine chest and then.the party set out, the castaways being
aided in every possible manner by the beachmen. Before they had gone
a quarter of the distance the colored man, Richardson, who was very
thinly clad, gave out, and faintly begging to be let alone he lapsed into
a state of unconsciousness, from which he never recovered. Energetic
measures were taken to restore him, but it was of no avail, and in a few
moments the poor fellow was dead. The rest were also suffering dread- -
fally from the cold and begged piteously that they be left to their fate
on the bleak and desolate beach. Had this been done, or had there been
the least delay, there can be no doabt that the end would soon have
come to them all. By almost superhuman exertion, however, on the part
of the surfmen, the survivors were conducted to the station, the keeper,
Zera G. Burrus, with true heroism, giving up his own hat and shoes to
the man whom he had in charge and carrying him on his back as much
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of the distance as his own almost exhausted strength would permit. The
life-savers behaved throughout with the utmost humanity and deserve
the highest praise. The party reached the heuse at 7 o’clock, just before
ewarige, and the first thing dore by the station men before thinking of
themselves was to remeve the frozen garments of the sailors and replace
them with dry clothing from the supply donated by the Women’s National
Relief Association and from the keeper’s own scanty wardrobe. They
were also given hot coffee and then put to bed, their condition being
such that it was unsafe to partake of solid food until they had rested
and were somewhat recovered from the effects of the terrible ordeal they
had passed through. The body of Richardson was also decently coffined
and interred the same day in a piece of woods not far from the station.
The survivors remained under the care of their rescuers for several days,
or uatil they were well enough to leave for New Berne, across the Seand,
where most of them reside.

December 6.—While the schooner Mary B., of Lake Worth, Florida,
was discharging a load of portable houses, tents, and garden imple- -
wents, about one mile south of the Orange Grove llouse of Refuge,
(Seventh District,) coast of Ilorida, a heavy surf set in and broke up
two small beats which contained part of the cargo, and the latter was
strewn several miles along the beach. The keeper, assisted by two
volanteer surfmen, gathered together the scattered articles and put
them in a safe place, where the owners subsequently took possession of

Deoomber 7.—The western patrel of the Peaked Hill Bars Station,
{Becond Distriot,) Cape Cod, Massachusetts, while on duty between
widaight and 4 o’clock in the morning, discovered a schooner heading
directly on shore, and dangerously near the bar. He quickly flashed a
‘Ooston signal, when she immediately went about and stood out to sea.

Decomber 7.—The crew of the Chatham Station (Second District,) coast
of Massachusetts, gave shelter and sustenance for two days to four men
of the erew of the scheoner Grecian, of Calais, Maine, wrecked during .
@ fierce easterly gale, about three miles south of the station. The sta-
tion crew had set out immediately npon discovering that the vessel was
ashore, but owing to the distance and the great difticulty of reaching
the locality all hands were rescued by two wrecking-boats from Chat-
bam, directly opposite whish village the wreck occurred, before the
station crew vould arrive. The latter took the castaways to the sta-
tion as soon as they were landed, gave them dry clothing from the sup-
ply placed in the keeper’s charge for that purpose by the Women’s
National Relief Association, and besides comducting them to Chatham
on the 7th, when they were able to travel, procured for them passes
over the Old Colony Railroad to Boston, and thence by steamer to their
homes in Maine. The schooner was on a voyage from Calais to New
York with a cargo of coal. The rescuing party from Chatham were
subsequently the recipients of medals of honor for their gallantry, but
as the award was unavoidably delayed until after the close of the car-
rent fiscal year the particulars of the rescue will be given hereafter in
the next annual report.

December 1.—~The 8 o’clock te midnight patrol west of the Smith’s
TPoint Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, discov-
ered a vessel standing too close in to the land. He promptly warned
ker by flashing a Coston signal, when she at once changed her course
off-shore.

December 1.—During the prevalence of a strong northwest wind, at 4
o’clock in the morning, the British steam-yacht Waikna, of S8underland,
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England, dragged from her anchorage in Sandy Hook Bay Lefore she
could get up steam, and went ashore abreast of the main light, about
three-quarters of a mile west of the S8andy Hook Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) coast of New Jersey. She was discovered two hundred yards from
the beach by the patrol at about 5 o’clock. The life-saving crew trans-
ported their surf-bDoat across the Hook and succeeded, in the course of
an hour, in getting alongside the vessel. The weather was bitterly cold
and a high sea running at the time, the freezing spray dashing com-
pletely over the stranded craft. The surfmen -brought off and safely
landed the owner and his wife and two gentlemen. These were con-
ducted to the railway station, where they soon after took their departure.
The wind moderated towards night, and the next day (5th,) the yacht was
floated and towed to New York by the wrecking-steawner Rescue.

December 7.—During a severe gale, at about half-past 3 in the morn-
ing, the schooner Jennie M. Vanrdervoort, of Long Branch, New Jersey,
dragged from her anchorage near the Delaware Breakwater, and was
driven ashore below the town of Lewes, Delaware, just inside Cape Hen-
lopen. 8he had put in for a harbor on her way from Norfolk, Virginia,
to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with a cargo of lumber. At the time she
struck the mid-watch patrols of the Lewes and Oape Henlopen Stations
(Fifth District) were on their return over their respective beats, and
some distance away, consequently the vessel was not seen until the next,
or morning, patrol neared the locality an hour or so later. The alarm
was then given as quickly as possible, and the two crews made the best
time possible to the scene of the wreck. It was arduous work, as there
was a high sea running, and the weather being bitter cold the two sta-
tion-boats were soon coated with a glare of ice. The Cape Henlopen
crew arrived first, and after much difficulty in picking their way through
the mass of floating lumber from the deck-load of the schooner,succeeded
with some assistance from the Lewes crew in bringing the fonr men com-
posing the schooner’s crew safely ashore. They were nearly perished
. with cold. The Cape Henlopen crew themselves got off by no means
lightly, Surfman Howard having a foot and Surfman Hurdle one of his
feet frostbitten, while the rest were pretty well used up. As soon as the
people landed they were taken in hand by the Lewes crew and conducted
to the United States marine hospital for necessary treatment. Later
in the day the captain and two others took up their quarters at the
Lewes Station, the cook, who had suffered more than they, remaining
longer at the hospital. On the day after the wreck (8th,) an effort was
made to recover the crew’s personal effects, but everything had been
washed away and lost. The vessel became a complete wreck, but she
was stripped, and a portion of her cargo was saved by wreckers. The
castaways were sheltered three or four days at the station, and then
furnished with transportation to Philadelphia.

December 7.—The crew of the Assateague Beach Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, recovered a small batean which had drifted
ashore on Fishing Point, a mile or two northeast of the station, and sub-
sequently restored it to its owner, a resident of Chincoteague.

December 7.—On this date the crew of the Point Marblebead Station,
(Ninth District,) Lake Erie, made a diligent search along the beach
several miles for the body of a man supposed to have been lost on the
4th while on his way in a small craft from Sandusky to Marblehead.
The oars and sail belonging to the boat and the load of shingles were
found washed up on the shore, but no traces of the man were discovered.

December 7.—At half-past 7 o’clock in the morning the lookout of
the Ludington Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, sighted a

B
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vessel about eight miles west of the harbor, with a flag hoisted for a
tag. One of the crew was forthwith dispatched for a steamer, and when
she was ready three of the surfmen set out on board of her with a
view of lending assistance, if necessary, as the wind was blowing fresh
and the weather had been stormy for several days. The schooner had
both her anchors down and proved to be the Chullenge, of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, bound for Ludington, with a cargo of oats and hay. She
was badly iced up and her canvas was in ribbons. Her yawl was
lowered and sent for two ot the life-saving men, who went oft in it and
helped weigh her anchors. The vessel’s crew were all nearly worn out
with exposure and fatigue, and the captain was very thankful for the
aid rendered him. The craft was towed safely into port.

December 7.—The schooner Lucinda Van Valkenburg, of Chicago, 11li-
nois, on her way home from Ludington, Michigan, with a cargo of pine
lumber and a crew of seven wmen, encountered a fierce westerly storm,
and, when off Racine, Wisconsin, lost her rudder and drifted helplessly
toward the east side of the lake. Early in the morning ot the 6th, to
save her from driving on the beach, the anchor was let go, which brought
her up about five miles northwest of the Saint Joseph Station, (Eleventh
District,) Lake Michigan. She was covered with ice to her cross-trees.
At 9 oclock a flag of distress was run up. As it was practically im-
possible for the crew to row the life-boat against the fury of the gale,
the keeper made every effort to obtain the services of a tug, but none
wounld venture out. All that could then be done was to hoist a respon-
sive signal to inform the imperiled sailors tnat their situation was
observed. Meanwhile the life-saving force had been doubled by the ar-
rival of seven volunteers, and during the night the beach was steadily
patrolled and big fires were kept burning where it was thought that
the vessel, in case she dragged or parted her chaius, would be likely to
come ashore. At daylight (7th,) she was still riding heavily at her
afchor. The keeper made another urgent appeal for a tug and suc-
ceeded in persuading the Charles E. Bird to undertake the task of tow-
ing the life-boat to the rescue. The latter was accordingly launched
and, at balf-past 7, with eight men at the oars, started forth. After a
bard and manful struggle of an hour and a half’s duration, amidst float-
ing ice and tumultuous seas, the schooner was finally reached, and her
nearly frozen crew were taken off. They were conveyed at ouce to the
station, where they received dry clothing, stimulants, and warm food,
and were comfortably sheltered over night. They had been without
fire for two days, as almost every sea that boarded her washed through
and flooded the cabin. The decks were coated with ice in places sev-
eral feet thick and the distressed men had suffered intensely from cold
and hunger, and, when suceored, were in a nearly exhausted condition.
On the 8th there was a favorable change in the weather, and the vessel
was towed safely into port.

December 7.—Shortly after dark the patrolman of the Humboldt Bay
Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California, discovered a vessel run-
ning close in towards the beach and in danger of stranding. Ile im-
mediately flashed a Coston signal, when she changed her course and
stood offshore.

December 8.—The crew of the Watch Hill Station, (Third District,)
coast of Rhode Island, went in their boat, in response to a sum-
mons by telephone, a distance of eight miles to the eastward, and
assisted for some hours in unsuccessful efforts, in concert with the
United States light-house tender Cactus, to float the schooner Fred. A.
Carle, of Belfast, Maine, which had stranded the night previous on
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Quonocontaug Beach, midway between Watch Hill and I’oint Judith.
The schooner was from the island of Buen Ayre, oft' the coast of Vene-
zuela, with a cargo of salt and redwood for New York, and had been
blown out of her course by strong westerly gales, the weather being
80 cold that she was covered with ice, and in that condition unmanage-
able. She had a crew of eight men. When it was found she could not
be got off, and operations were suspended for the day, the captain took
passage to New London on a wrecking-tug, while the rest of the crew
landed on the beach and sought shelter in a farm-house. On the fol-
lowing day (9th,) the station crew were again called npon to hasten to
the wreck to relieve the mate and two seamen, who, heedless of the
danger of such an undertaking, had returned to their vessel the even-
ing of the 8th, and passed the night on board.. The weather in the
meantime had set in stormy again, and they were in great peril. Be-
fore the life-saving crew could reach the scene, although they obtained
the assistance of horses and proceeded as expeditiously as possible, the
three men attempted to land in their own boat, and in doing so the
boat capsized and two of them, the mate, John D. Erms, and a seaman,
named Ernst Hokanssen, were drowned. The accident, it appears, was
caused by the mate very unwisely catting the line by which the boat
was connected with the shore. Immediately upon his doing so the
boat swung broadside to the sea and upset, throwing the men into the
surf, but one of them reaching the beach. Had they taken to the rig-
ging until the life-savers arrived they would all have been saved. The
accident occurred fully an hour and a balf before help got there. The
schooner became a total loss with most of bher cargo.

December 8.—Shortly past noon, during the prevalence of a blind-
ing snow-storm, the crew of.the Ludington Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, pulled out about three miles in the surf-boat to
the assistance of the steamer Lawrence, of Grand Haven, Michigan,
which was blowing her whistle for a pilot. The kceper informed
the captain the proper course to steer, and the vessel 8oon arrived safely
in the harbor. She cleared from Ludington in the morning for Chi-
cago, but, her machinery giving out, put back to port.

December 9.—On a voyage from Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Calais,
Maine, the schoouver Dolphin, of New York, while attempting to make
a harbor during a thick southerly storm, stranded on the Middle Ground
in Quoddy Roads, at about 7 o’clock in the morning, two miles east-
northeast of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
She was in ballast and carried a crew of five men. The lookout at the
station observed the accident, and the life-saving crew without delay
started tothe vessel’srelief. On arrivingalongside they found her pound-
ing heavily, with forty fathoms of chain out on the starboard anchor, .
and hercrew making desperate efforts to heave her over the shoal. The
surfmen at once helped to man the windlass, and, as the swell of the
sea raised the craft from the bottom, hove her ahead until she floated
in deep water. The station men then assisted to reef the sails and get
her under way, and piloted her to where she could safely resume her
journey, after which they left her aud returned to their quarters.

December 9.—In the evening of the 8th, during a fresh westerly breeze,
the steam-catamaran Future, of Boston, endeavored to weather Gurnet
Point, coast of Massachusetts, on her way into Plymouth for a harbor,
bat the attempt proving a failure she came to an anchor outside, just after
dark, about two-thirds of a mile northeast of the Gurnet Station, (Second
District.) In thetforenoon of this date, the wind beingstrong and blowing
nearly along shore from the southward, a surfman was detailed to keep a
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strict watch on the craft. As the sea was constantly making up and the
weather growing worse all the time, the life-saving crew, at halt-past 11,
loaded iheir dory on a wagon and, taking the horse belonging to the stu-
tion, carted the boat across the point to the beach abreast of where the
vessel lay. Thoy then pulled out alongside and offered to pilot her to a
sheltered berth. It required all hands to get up the anchors, as with a
full head of steam she could not apparently relax the strain on the cables.
After getting her under way one of the surfmen took her safely into
Green Harbor. The wind shortly increased to a gale, and it is probable
the vessel was saved from disaster by the prompt action of the station
crew. She was bound down the coast to Florida with six men on board.

December 9.—At 11 o’clock at night the western patrol of the Surfside
Station, (Second District,) Nantancket Island, Massachusetts, reported
a vessel ashore on the outer bar, a few hundred yards west of Miacomet
Pond, and a mile and a quarter from the station. On first discovering
her he flashed a Coston signal, and then hastened back to alarin the
crew. A strong south wind was blowing at the time, and the weather
was very thick with fog and rain. All hands were at once called, and
using the station horse to haul the heach-apparatus, they proceeded
directly for the scene of the accident. It was found that the craft had
worked through the soft sand to within thirty yards of the shore, and
was 8o noar that communication was readily established by meauns of
the heaving-stick and line. A heavy surf was rashing in along the
beach, making it impossible for the imperiled people to land in their
own boat. In a short time the life-saving gear was got in successful
operation and the crew of six sailors were brought off in the breeches-
buoy without mishap. They were immediately conducted to the station
and comfortably cared for. The vessel proved to be the schooner Awus-
tine Locke, of Shelburne, Nova Scotia, on her way from Anguilla, Brit-
ish West Indies, to Portland, Maine, with a cargo of salt. She subse-
quently went to pieces and became a complete wreck. The station
men, the day following the disaster, boarded her and managed to save
the clothing of the crew, and also the chronometer and sextant. It ap-
pears that the continuous thick weather had prevented the captain from
taking the usual observations for ascertaining the ship’s position, and
he had, as a consequence, got out of his reckoning.

December 9.—Shortly before 10 o’clock in the forenoon, the weather
being rainy and thick, with a fresh breeze fromn the southward, directly
on shore, tbe crew of the Shinnecock Station, (Third District,) coast of
Loug Island, New York, discovered a schooner, apparently in distress,
heading straight for the beach, with nothing but the jib set. She had
evidently lost the rest of her sails and also appeared to be water-logged.
As there was a dangerous sarf tumbling in on the bar and the keeper
saw that boat service would be impracticable, the beach-apparatus was
ordered out, the men arriving with it abreast of the vessel betore she
struck. She took the bar just to the eastward of the station and was
soen driven in by the surf to within thirty or forty yards of the beach,
80 that the men were able by wading in waist-deep after several trials
to throw a line on board without using the gun. This done, the breeches-
buoy gear was quickly rigged and in forty-five minutes from the time the
vessel strack the castaways, seven in number, including two passengers,
were safely landed and at the station. The schooner was the Hettie J.
Dorman, of Wilmington, Delaware, from Drawbridge, in that State, with
a cargo of oak cord-wood for New York; the capt iin reporting that they
had encountered a succession of gales since leaving the Delaware, dur-
ing which the vessel had lost most of her canvas and sprung a leak, and
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that finally the pumps giving out and the craft becoming unmanageable
they had been compelled for their own safety to run her ashore. The
two passengers and one of the crew left at once for the main-land, to
proceed home, while the rest, the captain and three others, remained
at the station until the 22d, a period of thirteen days, endeavoring to
save as much as possible from the wreck. They could, however, only
recover the sails, running rigging, and a small portion of the cargo,
the hull rapidly settling in the sand and becoming with the bulk of the
cargo a total loss.

December 9.—At 7 o’clock in the morning, during a fresh easterly wind
with snowy weather, a schooner was observed at anchor about three
miles southwest of the Ludington Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake
Michigan, with her colors at half-mast. The life-saving crew launched
the surf-boat and reached the craft just after a tug had got alongside.
The distressed vessel was found to be the Lucia A. Simpson, of Man-
istee, Michigan, bound home. She was thickly covered with ice and
snow, and the captain, anticipating stormy weather, wanted help to
weigh his anchors so that he could get inside. The surfinen went on
board and rendered the assistance required—a service that was warmly
appreciated.

December 10.—The surfman of the Fourth Cliff Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, on the soath patrol between sunset and
8 o’clock, discovering a vessel standing in for the beach and already
close ashore, quickly burned a red Coston light, when she immediately
took heed, went about, and headed off the land. It was very dark, with
light rain falling, and the timely warning doubtless prevented the craft
from stranding.

December 10.— A schooner with a signal of distress iying was discov-
ered at 9 o'clock in the morning by the surfman on patrol duty (the
weather being thick and stormy) anchored about two miles southwest
of the Race Point Station, (Second Distriet,) Cape Cod, Massachusetts.
The life-saving crew took the surf-boat down to the beach, launched it,
and pulled out to the vessel’s assistance. They found that her jibs had
been blown away and in order to prevent going ashore she had been
obliged to anchor. The wind having shifted to the southwest aud blow-
ing fresh, ber position was one of extreme danger, as being in shallow
water she touched bottom on the last of the ebb tide. One of the surt-
men was immediately dispatched to Provincetown for a tug, while the
rest of the men manned the windlass and hove her ahead as far as pos-
sible to keep her clear of the ground. The tug Knickerbocker, of New
York, happened to be in the harbor with a tow, and the captain, ou
learning the facts, came out to the schooner’s relief, and in the atter-
noon the latter was towed safely inside, thus narrowly escaping disas-
ter. She was the Raymond T. Maull, of Somers Point, New Jersey, from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, bound to Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
with coal, and a crew of seven men all told.

December 10.—During the night the patrol of the Tatham’s Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, warned oft, by tlashing a Coston
signal, a vessel that he observed was in danger of running ashore.

December 10.—Just before dawn the patrol of the Pope’s Island
Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, during a thick fog, observed
a large three-masted schooner dangerously near the beach. He quickly
burned a Coston signal. The schooner was then too close to tack. She
therefore hauled down her jib and anchored just in season to avoid
stranding.
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December 11.—Between 5 and 6 o’clock in the evening the Philadelphia
steam-tug Ivanhoe, in coming through the gap at the Delaware Break-
water, struck alarge stone in the channel, which stovea holein her bottomn
and caused her to sink just as she neared the pier at Lewes, Delaware.
8he went down in twelve feet of water. At the request of the captain
the crew of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) sent a dispatch to the
owner of the tug for assistance in raising her. They also offered to
take the crew cff, but as the people were safely ensconced in the pilot-
house.and in no immediate danger, the offer was declined with thanks,
The vessel was subsequently raised and taken to Philadelphia for re-

pairs.

December 11.—At half-past 11 at night the patrol of the Indian River
Inlet Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, discovered a vessel
near the breakers and almost ashore. He instantly flashed a Coston
signal, hoping to warn her in time, but it was of no use, as a moment
later she struck. She was not more than a quarter of a mile south of
the station and the crew were soon on the spot with their boat. The
craft proved to be the three-masted schooner Grace Vandusen, of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, bound from New York to Richmond, Virginia,
with a cargo of salt. She had a crew of seven men. As the tide was
falling, the captain concluded to remain on board, and requested the
station crew to return ashore with a dispatch to Lewes, Delaware, for
assistance. As soon a8 they got ashore one of the surfmen was sent
with the message to Rehoboth, a distance of four or five miles, whence
it was promptly forwarded to destination, so that by 7 o’clock in
the morning (12th,) the agent of a wrecking company arrived and was
put on board by the life-saving crew. The result was a contract to
save the vessel, and in the afternoon of the same day she was pulled
afloat by the steam-tng North America, and taken into the Delaware
for repairs,

December 12.—At about 4 o’clock in the morning, the weather being
clear with a fresh northwest wind and a very heavy surf, the schooner
Sarah Godfrey, of Dorchester, New Brunswick, carrying a crew of seven
men, bound from Miragoane, West Indies, to Boston with a cargo of
logwood, stranded about four miles south of the Cahoon’s Hollow Sta-
tion, §Second District,) coast of Massachusetts. She was discovered an
hour later by the patrol, who hurried to the station and reported. The
surf-boat was immediately launched, the crew arriving on board at half-
past 8. The crew of the Nauset Station were already there, having also
hastened to her assistance. The captain Leing unwilling to leave his
vessel and not desiring to send for aid, the life-saving men accordingly
returned ashore to await high water, as nothing could be done until
then, the sea being too rough to carry out an anchor. At about 2 o’clock
in the afternoon the revenue-cutter Gallatin was descried coming from
the south. The heavy breakers making it impossible for the cutter to
approach safliciently near to get a hawser, both station boats were
launched and a small line was run, which snapped asunder as soon as a
strain was brought to bear. As night was coming on the life-saving
men deemed it prudent to land the schooner’s crew. Accordingly,
Keeper Oole, of the Cahoon’s Hollow Station, went alongside and tcok
the seamen safely ashore, while Keeper Knowles and his men, of the
Nauset Station, remained near by in their boat in case assistance should
be needed. The Nauset crew then left for their station, and soon after-
wards the Cahoon’s Hollow crew retired, arriving at their quarters
cold, wet, and hungry at about half-past 6 in the evening, having been
engaged a little over eleven hours, The sailors remained on the beach
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in the vicinity of the wreck during the night. The next morning
(13th,) the keeper of .the Cahoon’s Hollow Station again set out for the
scene of the accident, instructing his men to follow as soon as they
could obtain horses for the purpose of haaling the boat back to the sta-
tion, it baving been left on the beach the previous night in case of need.
He reached the scene at 8 o’clock, his crew arriving an hour afterwards.
The captain had contracted with a party of wreckers to tloat his vessel,
and they were making preparations to carry out an anchor. When
they atarted offshore a fresh breeze was blowing fromn the southeast
with a heavy sea making up. Their boat pulled through the breakers
without mishap, but in the attempt to place the hawser on board it
shipped considerable water. Bailing the water out, they again started
tor the schooner; but seeing that they were working to the north with
the current, and approaching the breakers, they threw the anchor over-
board, and their boat, getting broadside to the surf, capsized. There
were about two hundred people on shore who witnessed the accident, and
for a time the utmost excitement. prevailed. The life-savers, who were
equal to the emergency, instantly laanched their surf-boat, which they
had in readiness, and started to the rescune of the seven struggling men,
who weroe rapidly drifting apart. In a short time they were all picked
up and brought safely ashore. Had it not been for the prommpt assistance
of the life-saving crew, it is probable that the entire party of wreckers
would have been drowned, a8 they were nearly exhausted when rescued.
Three of the men were conducted to the station, and the others to a
dwelling in the vicinity. By this time a strong southeasterly wind had
set in, and the life-saving crew again launched their boat and landed
the vesscl’s crew, who had gone aboard at low water. This was an ex-
tromely dangerous undertaking, as the sea was running high, but it
was successtully accomplished by the hardy oarsmen, who had only a few
hours before performed such heroic service. The cold and thoroughly
drenched life-savers returned to their station about 3 o’clock in the
afternoon. The crew of the schooner, excepting the captain and mate,
were afforded shelter at the station for three nights. The oraft way
tloated on December 16th by the wreckers and takeun to Provincetown.

December 12.—The small schooner H. P. Brown, of Hatteras, North
Carolina, daring a strong northeast wind with hazy weather, at ahout 8
o'clock in the morning uf this date, ran on a reef in Pamlico Sound,
three mites to the westward of the Little Kiunakeet Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of North Carolina. Sue was bound from Elizabeth City to
Big Kinnakeet, in the before-mentioned State, with a cargo of fish and
wood, and had a crew of five persons. The heavy seas were breaking
over the vessel when the life saving crew reached her, thirty minates
atter she struck. It was found that the oakum had worked out of sowe
of her seams and that she was in a sinking condition. The surfinen
proffered their services, which were gladly accepted by the captain, and
at once basicd themselves in cutting away part of the ceiling in the
" hold aud stopping the leaks. They then ran out an anchor, and, at
the third attempt, succeeded in floating her in smooth water. The sta-
tion men labored unceasingly for seven hours before the desired result
was attained, and the captain of the craft was heartfelt in his thanks
tor the aid rendered bim.

December 13.—At midnight the north patrol of thg North Beach Sta-
tion, (Fifth District,) coast of Maryland, while returning over his beat,
saw a three-masted schooner just outside of the breakers and almost
ashore. As soon a8 he could ignite a Coston light by way of warning,
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the schooner’s course was changed, and she acknowledged the signal by
showing a torch.

December 13.—The patrolman of the Currituck Inlet Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina, on watch between sunset and 9 o’clock,
found a woman, a resident of Kitty Hawk, who had become bewildered
in the darkness and lost her way. As the weather was cold and rainy
the surfman conducted her to the station, where she was given food and
sheltered until morning, whea she left for her home.

December 14.—The keeper of the Evanston Station, (Eleventh Dis-
trict,) Lake Michigan, seeing a schooner rounding Grosse Point, just be-
fore dark, in a very light wind, and the thermometer registering six
degrees, with the weather growing colder, telephoned to Chicago for a
tug, whieh shortly came and towed the vessel inside.

December 15.—At about half-past 1 in the morning the east patrol of
the Coney Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New
York, warned off by Coaton signal a vessel approsching too near the
beach.

December 15.—While the schooner William Young, of New York, was
running down along the land oft Sandy Hook, before a strong north-
westerly wind, with her boom swung offshore, her wheel ropes suddenly
perted, which caused her to luff up toward the beach. Her sails were
hastily let go by the run. The anchor brought her up only a few yards
from the breakers, abreast of Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey. The vessel was in a very dangerous position, with
all her sails banging overboard. The life-saving crew at. once launched
their boat and went to her assistance. In ashort time the sails and gear
were cleared, the damage was repaired, and she was got safely under
way. She was bound from New York to a portin Virginia and carried
a crew of six men. The captain of the schooner was hearty in his
expressions of gratitude for the timely and effieient services of the sta-
tion men.

December 17.—At 1 oclock in the morning & schooner was warned off
by the west patrolman of the Race Point Station, (Second District,) coast
of Massachusetts, who flashed a red Coston signal on seeing that she
was standing into danger.

December 18.—Shortly before 8 o’clock in the morning, during the
prevalenee of a northeast wind and snow-storm, the schooner Victory, of
Ellsworth, Maine, stranded on Long Ledge, in Seal Harbor, about one
mile northeastward of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of
Maine. The accident was attribated to the breaking adrift of the buoy
that previously marked the rocks. The vessel was bound from her
home port to Providence, Rhode Island, with a cargo of lumber, and
had o crew of 8ix men. The life-saving crew boarded her soon after she
struck and ran a hawser to a sloop, near by, and made strenuous efforts
to heave the schoomer afloat, but without avail. In order to keep the
stranded craft from straining it was found necessary to throw over her
deok-load and lighten her. This task the station men aided to perform,
and then, a8 nothing further could be accomplished until flood tide,
returned to White Hewd Islaud, where they picked up about six thou-
sand feet of lumber—part of the vessel’s cargo that had washed ashore—
and secured it in rafta. Subsequently it was piled up on the beach.
At 2 o’clock in the afternoon the sarfinen again went out to the stranded
craft and ran a line to a vessel which was at anchor about two hundred
yards to windward. About this time the wind veered to the southeast,
aceompanied by heavy rain, and blew a gale. As the tide flowed the
schooner was hove rouund head to wind and sea, 8o that she would lie
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in an easier position, and at high water in the evening she was success-
fully floated and worked clear of the ledges to a safe berth in Seal Har-
bor. After pumping the vessel out,and finding that she was not in
peed of further assistance, the life-saving crew returned to the station,
having been continuously at work for nearly fourteen hours.

December 18.—The north patrol of the Green Run Inlet Station, (Fifth -
District,) Maryland, burned a Coston signal at 5 o’clock in the morning
and warned off a steamer, which, by the course she was steering, would
have soon run ashore.

December 19.—The crew of the Fire Island Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, were summoned by the Fire Island
light-keeper to the assistance of a man named Leonard Cutting, a resi-
dent of Babylon, who had fallen from the light-house wharf and broken
his leg. They bandaged the broken limb as well as they were able and
then one of the crew conveyed the man across the bay to his home.

December 19.—Shortly before midnight the south patrol of the As-
sateague Beach Station, (FFifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned oft
a vessel which was too near the shoals off Chincoteague Inlet by burn-
ing a Coston light.

December 20.—The south patrol of the Nauset Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, shortly past 1 o’clock in the morning,
during a strong northwest breeze, sighted a large vessel heading for
the beach and in immediate danger of striking on the outer bar. He
quickly burned a Coston signal, when she immediately wore round and
stood offshore. It was a close shave.

December 20.—The mid-watch (night) patrol of the Ditch Plain Sta-
tion, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, when about two
miles east of the station toward Montauk Point, warned off by flashing
a red Coston signal a steamer which was running directly for the land,
apparently unaware of her danger. She quickly sheered off, just in
time to clear the beach.

December 20.—Soon after 5 o’clock in the evening, the three-masted
schooner James Boyce, of and from New Haven, Connecticut, with a
crew of eight men, while running down the coast on her way to Nor-
folk, Virginia, in ballast, ran ashore on Dawson Shoal, coast of Vir-
ginia, between the Watchapreague and Parramore’s Beach Stations,
(IFifth District,) the distance from the former being about one and a
quarter iniles, and from the latten four and a half miles. She was
almost immediately discovered by the Watchapreague crew, who
reached her half an houar later. An anchor was at once planted off-
shore, and an effort made to heave the schooner afloat. As the tide
was ebbing, however, they were not successful, and had to suspend
operations until morniug. Fortunately the weather was fine, with the
wind from the westward, and as the vessel was lying easy the Watch-
apreague crew returned ashore, promising to keep a sharp look-out,
and go off again in case the captain made signal. The crew of the Par-
ramore’s Beach Station arrived shortly afterwards, but finding nothing
further could be done that night they also returned ashore, reaching
the station at a quarter past 10, after a long pull out and back of nine
miles. The latter crew again boarded the schooner at 4 o’clock in the

morning (December 21st,) on the flood tide. They assisted in hoisting
the sails, heaving at the windlass and fleeting the anchor further out,
and after two hours of laborious effort succeeded in getting her off.
The captain was very grateful for the aid given him.

December 20.—The life-savers of the Louisville Station, (Ninth Dis-
trict,) Louisville, Kentucky, shortly past 1 o'clock in the afternoon,
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rescued two men on a flat, who were in danger of being dashed over
the Falls and drowned. Their incautious movements, as they were pro-
ceeding towards the head of the canal, first attracted the attention of
the lookout, who at once alarmed his fellow-boatmen. The latter
reached the imperiled men after considerable exertion and just in the
vick of time. They were towed safely to the bank, where it was learned
that the wayfarers were father and son, who had started from Cincin-
nati on a journey down the river, and were entirely unaware of the
perilous nature of their situation.

December 21.—Shortly Lefore dawn the south patrol of the Shoal-
water Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) Washington Territory, heard
cries coming fromn the direction of the surf, as if some one was in dis-
tress. He at once fired a Coston signal. As the weather was thick
aund foggy he could make nothing out over the water. An hour after-
wards, as day broke, a sloop was discovered dangerously near the
breakers and only a few hundred yards from the beach. The fact was
immediately reported at the station, and the life-saving crew were soon
hastening in the surf-boat to the vessel’s assistance. The latter was
about two miles to the southward in what is known as Oanoe Channel.
She was pitcbing and rolling heavily, and the seas, owing to the rising
tide, had commenced to dash furiously around her. The surfmen were
obliged to pull through the inner breakers, that half filled the boat
and threatened to swamp it, but they finally reached the sloop, which
they found with both anchors down, and one man on board who was
nearly exhausted from pumping and bailing through the night to pre-
vent his crait from sinking. She proved to be the Willapa Green, of
Bay Centre, Washington Territory, bound to North Cove, in Shoalwater
Bay. It appears that, the wind having been light, with a dense fog
prevailing, the vessel was carried by the ebb tide out past the north
8pit, and the man finding himself close to the breakers and not know-
ing his whereabouts, had let go both his anchors. He would undoubt-
edly have been lost had not timely succor arrived. The station men
succeeded in making a line fast to the sloop, weighing one anchor and
slipping the other, and towing her into smooth water, after which sail
was set and rhe was safely worked into North Cove, the surfmen not
getting back to their quarters until half-past 10 in the forenoon.

December 22. -1u the afternoon the crew of the Race Point Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, lananched their boat and rowed
out to a three-masted schooner that had anchored a short distance off
the Point. She proved to be the Benjamin Hale, of Newburyport, Mas-
sachusetts, on her way from Boston to New York, in ballast. - The wind
being light she had become unmanageable and the captain had taken
the above means to prevent her drifting ashore. With the freshening
breeze, assistance was needed to heave up the anchor, which was in
thirty fathoms of water. The surfmen at once manned the windlass,
and, after about five hours’ hard work, got the vessel under way and
she proceeded safely on her voyage.

December 22.—At 5 o'clock in the morning the patrol of the Chatham
Station, (Second District,) Cape Cod, Massachusetts, reported a vessel
stranded on the bar a mile and a half to thé southward. The surt-boat
was immediately launched and manned, and when the life-saving crew
reached the point indicated the craft had either tloated off, or the surf-
man had been misled in supposing some vessel he had seen in range of
the shoals to be ashore, an error that might easily happen in the dark-
ness. As the weather during the night had been squally, and a large
fleet of sail in the vicinity, the keeper concluded to land and wait until
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daylight. Asday broke a schooner was discovered several miles farther
south apparently ashore outside of Monomoy Island beach. A party of
wreckers from Chatham put off from a vessel, where they were discharg-
ing coal, and preceded the station men to the scene, and by the time the
latter arrived bad contracted with the captain to float the craft off.
The surfmen, however, assisted themn to lay out an anchor, and, with the
combined efforts of both crews, she was hove clear without damage and
got under way. She was the Louisa Smith, of Brooksvilje, Maine, with
five men on board, bound to Boston from New York, with a eargo of
coal. Having anchored too near the shore for safety the ebb tide left
her touching bottom, and she did not succeed in working off in time to
save herselt from getting fast aground. The crew of the Monomoy
Station also came to her aid, but their services were not needed.

December 22.—While the crew of the Chatham Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, were on their way back to the station
they discovered a schooner at anchor in the offing with her jib-boom and
foremast-head gone. They at once pulled out to her and found that
she was the Speedwell, of Rockland, Maine, bound to Portland, in that
State, from Richmond, Virginia, witb a cargo of soda and clay, and a
crew of fivemen. The captain was very desirous of sending dispatches
to his owners and gladly availed himself of the opportunity offered.
After assisting to get the vessel under wap the surfmen returned ashore
and delivered his messages. The schooner was struck by a heavy
squall off Cape Cod the previous night, and had come to for the pur-
pose of making temporary repairs.

December 22.—At about half-past 5 in the morning the east patrol of
the Oak Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New
York, warned off, by Coston signal, a vessel which was approaching
dangerously close to the beach. At sight of the signal she immediately
went about on the other tack.

December 22—The worning patrol of the Rehoboth Beach Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, discovered, just before daybreak,
a schooner in danger of running ashore. He quickly warned her by
burning a red Coston light, when she at once altered her course and
went clear.,

December 22.— At about half-past O at night the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned a vessel which
he saw standing too near the shoals by burning a Coston light. The
vessel quickly changed her course and went out of danger.

December 23.—Shortly after dark the patrol of the Cold Spring Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, discovered a steamer in danger
of ruuning ou Celd Spring Bar. He immediately ignited a Coston sig-
nal, when she quickly sheered off, narrowly escaping the shoals.

December 24-28.—The sloop Princess, of Damariscotta, Maine, in bal-
last, bound from Rockland, Maine, to Bristol, in the same State, while
on her way through Muscle Ridge Channel, with a crew of two men
on board, had her mast carried away in & heavy northwest squall.
The lookout of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine,
saw the mishap, and the life-saving crew immediately launched their
boat and started to the assistance of the disabled craft. She had
anchored in the channel about three miles and a half northeast of the
station, and the surfmen arrived alongside at 2 o’clock in the after-
noon. They found her with her sails, rigging, and spars hanging over-
board. The station men at once set about clearing up the gear, and
bent a temporary sail to the part of the broken mast left standing.
As she was lying directly in the track of passing vessels, and, there-
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fore, in danger of being run down after dark, they got her under way
and worked her to leeward of Oak Island, where she was anchored in a
sheltered berth. The life-saving crew then left her and returned to
their quarters. The sloop could be seen from the station, riding safely
at her anchorage, until the night of the 26th, when a thick snow-storm,
driven by a heavy gale of wind from the northeast, shut her out from
view. She was not observed again until the morning of the 28th, when
the weather cleared up and she was seen to be near the rocks oft
Dix Island. The surfmen pulled out and reached her shortly before
9 o’clock, and found her badly iced up. They cutthe ice from her, ran
out an anchor, and kedged her clear of the ledges. While thus em-
ployed, the revenue-cutter Dallas came along, and was hailed and
boarded by the station men, who requested the steamer to tow the dis-
masted sloop to Rockland for repairs. This she subsequently did, and
the life-saving crew returned to the station at half-past 6 in the even-
ing, after a hard day’s work.

December 24.—The sunset patrol of the Peaked Hill Bar Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, seeing a steamer approach-
ing too near the shore flashed a Coston light, when she immediately
changed her course and went clear.

December *24.—The keeper of the Point of Woods Station, (Third
District,) coast of Long Island, New York, while crossing the bay to
the main-land at about 8 o'clock in the morning, observed a schooner
aground on East Island flats, about two and a half miles from the sta-
tion. She had a distress signal flying. He found that she was the
Cinderella, of Islip, with a crew of two men, on her way home from
Bellport, to lay up for the winter. She had got out of the channel and
grounded on the flats the night previous. The men needed help in get-
ting her off, and besides were out of provisions. Keeper Miller at once
returned to the station for his crew and to obtain a supply of food.
Upon his arrival again with assistance, an anchor was carried out and
by heaving on it for a couple of hours they succeeded in hauling the
schooner afloat. As her people were not familiar with the channel the
keeper took charge after getting her off and piloted her to her destina-
tion. There was a strong southwesterly breeze blowing when the ves-
sel got off, so that to avoid being driven on the flats again they were
compelled to slip the cable in getting her under way. The foresail also
burst and was badly split on the way to Islip.

December 24.—On this date the keeper of the Cape Disappointment
Station, (Twelfth District,) Washington Territory, rescued from drown-
ing a drunken soldier who staggered past the station and subsquently
fell into the bay, where he was found with the seas washing over him.
The keeper had wisely followed the man and was, therefore, on hand
In time to save his life. . :

December 25.—The British schooner Arisnna, of SaintJohn, New Bruns-
wick, which anchored in Quoddy Roads the previous night, was noticed
by the several patrols of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast
of Maine, to be slowly dragging her anchors. A fresh northeasterly
wind was prevailing, and, at about 7 o’clock in the morning of this date,
she grounded on Wormell’s Ledge, a mile east northeast of the station.
The life-saving crew were summoned and speedily put off in the surf-
boat to the craft’s relief. The proffer of assistance was gladly accepted
by the captain of the vessel, and, as the latter went on atlow water, the
Surfmen remained by her until the tide lowed sufficiently to enable themn
to work the schooner clear of the rocks. At the proper time they
made sail, hove up her anchors, and took her to a safe berth. She was
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bound home from New York with a cargo of coal and a crew of six per-
sons. The station men returned to their quarters at 3 o’clock in the
afternoon.

December 25.—The schooner Silver Spray, of Thomaston, Maine, left
that port at about1 o’clock in the afternoon of the 24th, bound for New
York with a load of lime, and having a crew of four men on board. At
about 8 o’clock at night the odor of escaping gas from the hold led the
captain to discover that his cargo was in a state of combustion. He at
once closed all the hatches, and squared away for Winter Harbor,
where he came to an anchor two hours later. Early the next morning
he took a pilot and moved his vessel into Biddeford Pool, about a mile to
the westward of the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast of
Maine. Giving up all hope of saving his craft the master, just before
dark on the evening of this date, called upon the life-saving crew to
assist him in stripping her. The surfmen immediately went to his aid
and unbent the schooner’s sails and stored them safely on shore. The
following morning (26th,) they helped to divest the vessel of everything
except the standing rigging, and removed her deck-load of sixty casks
of lime. She remained closed up, in the Pool for fourteen days, when
the cargo ceased burning. The subjoined letter was received by the
district superintendent : ) .
“ BIDDEFORD PooL, MAINE,

¢ December 28, 1885.

¢ DEAR SIR: I read in the paper that the crew of the Fletcher’s Neck
Life-Saving Station were negligent in not assisting us. This is all a
mistake, for they rendered all the aid that was necessary, and, further-
more, I wish to thank the Service for the ussistance given me.
“Yours truly,
“F. E. ROBINSON,
_ “ Master of Schooner Silver Spray.
¢J. M. RICHARDSON, :
 Superintendent First District, U. S. Life-Saving Service.”

December 25.—This Christmas day will long be memorable to the crew
of the Point Judith Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island, who
" in the midst of a furious gale made a perilous trip in their surf-boat to
two wrecked vessels in the offing, several miles from shore, which nearly
cost them their lives. It appearsthat at half-past 7 in the morning, as
soon as it was fairly light, during a northeast storm, with a high and
dangerous sea, Keeper Knowles discovered a schoouner capsized and
apparently water-logged some four miles southeast of the station, and
further out, a mile or so, the masts of a sunken schooner sticking
up out of the water. It was judged at once that they had been in col-
lision during the night. An examination with the glass showed what
appeared to be people clinging to both vessels. The bout was therefore
ordered out. The surf was Lad, but the crew got off in good shape
fifteen minutes later, taking with them a supply of spare clothing, pro-
visions, and such articles from the medicine-chest as might be needed,
and after a hard pull reached the nearest schooner at 9 o’clock. She
was on her beam ends, almost submerged,and the water to leeward was
thickly strewn with lumber and laths, with which she was laden. She
was held by her anchors, which, as was afterwards learned, her crew
bad let go soon after they were run into and before she capsized. There
was not a sign of life about bher, the objects taken for men being pro-
jecting portions of the hull and rigging. As the yawl was gone it was
supposed the people had escaped. The crew then headed for the

N
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sunken vessel to the leeward. The wind had steadily increased since
they left the shore, so that the utmost care was necessary to prevent
the boat from swamping or capsizing in the heavy sea. They hoped
to find the sunken schooner’s crew in the rigging or cross-trees, but
no onc was there, and upon satisfying themselves on that point the
men turned their boat for the shore. For half an hour they tugged at
the oars against wind and sea without gaining anything, in fact- they
steadily lost ground. The station being miles away to windward it was
impossible to reach it, and their only hope of safety lay in squaring
away for Block Island, eight or ten iniles to leeward. It was a perilous
undertaking, but after many hair-breadth escapes the brave fellows
reached the harbor of New Shoreham at 11 o’clock and met a hearty
welcome from their brethren of the station at that place. They found
at the station five men, the crew of the sunken schooner, which was the
Mott Haven, of Calais, Maine. The latter had landed in their boat at
5 o'clock that morning. It was learned that during the night, while on
her way from New York to Calais, with a cargo of coal and general
merchandise, the Mot¢t Haven had been run down and sunk by the
schooner Willie De Wolf, also of Calais, wheuce she was bound for
New York, laden with laths. The latter was the craft the Point
Judith crew had first reached. It was not known tothe Mott Haven's
crew what had becowme of the crew of the De Wolf. As theé gale con-
tinued, reaching at times a velocity of sixty or seventy iniles an hour,
the Point Judith crew were compelled to remain on the island until
the 27th. On the morning of the 26th the De Wolf parted her cables
and was driven ashore at the northerly end of the island and speedily
became a complete wreck. The New Shoreham and Point Judith
crews attempted to recover what was left of her cargo, but their efforts
were of little use. In the meantime, with the telegraph cable between
the island and the main-land out of order and not working, the gravest
fears were entertained on shore for the station crew’s safety, it being
supposed by many that they were lost. The assistant superintendent
of the district, Captain Johu Waters, of Newport, therefore chartered a
small schooner, the Mystery, of about ten tons, and on the 27th set out
in quest of them, although the gale showed no signs of abatement.
He reached the island, after an exceedingly rough passage, at 10
o'clock. It was glad news to the Point Judith men when he told them
that the crew of the De Wolf were safe, having been picked up soon
after the collision by a passing vessel and landed at Newport. Thus
not a life had been lost by the wrecking of the two vessels. Captain
Waters being anxions to report the satety of the Point Judith crew
and also to return them to their station, lost no time in engaging, for
the trip back, a larger vessel, the Arabella, of seventeen tons. The
party started with the surf-boat in tow at half-past 11, the gale
being still abhead. They had scarcely started when the schooner’s
bob-stay parted and she was well nigh crippled. With much difficulty,
however, the bowsprit was secured by attaching to it stout tackles.led
through the hawse-pipes, and the little craft kept gallantly on. She
was knocked on her beam-ends several times, and all parts of her out
of water was literally covered with ice, but the hardy fellows stuck to
it, and after a perilous trip reached Newport in safety at about 6 in the
evening, the men receiving upon landing, a hearty reception. They
remained there for the night and on the morning of the 28th took pas-
sage on the Arabella for the station, which was reached before noon,
after an absence of over three days. Although they accomplished
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nothing by the trip, their great gallantry elicited universal commenda-
tion.

December 25.—Early in the morning, on this date, the crews of the
Tom’s River and Island Beach Stations, (Fourth District,) coast of New
Jersey, discovered the steam ferry-boat West Jersey, of Camden, New
Jersey, ashore oft Seaside Park. She was leaking badly, and had been
cast gdritt by a tug which, previously, had her in tow bound for New
York, The sea was rough, with a high wind blowing from the north-
east.' No one was on board the boat when she stranded, and the station
men were ouly able to save a hawser and a few articles before she
went to pieces.

December 25.—At about 8 o’clock in the morning, during the preva-
lence of a fresh northeasterly breeze, with a rough rea, the south patrol
of the Seatack Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, sighted a
small sloop, which proved to be the Davy Crockett, of Norfolk, Virginia,
apparently unmanageable, through the carrying away of her maiun-sheet,
drifting towards the beach a mile or so north of the station. Hurrying
forward he gave the alarm to his comrades, who promptly turned out to
render all the aid possible. Before they could reach the spot the vessel
struck and was driven by the surf 8o high up that the two men who
were on board jumped ashore without assistance. They were conducted
to the station and furnished with dry clothing. The sloop had been
driven out of Chesapeake Bay by the gale while on her way from Saint
George’s Island, Maryland, to Norfolk, in ballast. Later in the day
the station crew boarded her and stripped her of all that was worth
saving and conveyed the articles to the station, where they were stored
until the owner could remove them. The two men were cared for two
days. Tbe sloop became a complete wreck.

December 26.—The morning patrol of the Little Beach Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, at about 5 o’clock, discovered a small boat
tossing about in the surf a mile from the station. The life-saving crew
-were summoned and immediately repaired to the spot, and succeeded in
hauling the skiff out on the beach. She proved to be the property of
Thomas Bond, of Long Beach, containing some gunning implements,
and had broken adrift during the northeast gale which was then pre-
vailing. A few days afterward the boat and contents were delivered,
in good condition, to the owner.

December 26.—The schooner William E. Hewlett, of Somers Point,
New Jersey, light,bound from Absecon, New Jersey, to Chesapeake Bay,
was blown, by a strong northerly wind, from her anchorage in the har-
bor high up on the marsh near the mouth of Clam Creek, about one
mile north of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New
Jersey. At the time of the accident, shortly before 10 o’clock in the
morning, her crew of three men were ashore. Being inside of the beach
she could not be seen from the station. The captain, on discovering the
situation of his vessel, called upon the keeper and requested the assist-
ance of the life-saving crew. Accordingly the latter boarded the craft
and ran out an anchor to keep her from falling over. The high wind
and tide prevented them, on first reaching her, from planting an anchor
to windward, but later in the afternoon when the water was lower, they
succeeded in laying out a second one, using a spare line obtained from
the station. Darkness coming on no further attempt was made to float
the schooner until the following morning, and then all efforts proved
unavailing, as the tide did not rise high enough. She was finally dug
out of the marsh by the owners and got clear about a week afterwards.
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December 26.—Soon after 7 o’clock in the evening, during the preva-
lence of a heavy northerly gale, the patrol of the Lewes Station, (Fifth
District,) coast of Delaware, observed a vessel drifting down before the
wind anfd rapidly nearing the beach. He flashed a Coston signal in an
endeavor to warn her off. 1t was of no use, however, as the craft ap-
peared to be helpless, and in a few moments she struck the bar a hun-
dred and fifty yards from the shore, about a third of a mile west ef the
station. Assoonas the patrolman could give the alarm the crew turned
out with the beach-apparatus and the boat. For a time it looked as
though the vessel would drive in afoul of an old wreck, that of a bark
lying on the beach, in which case it would be next to impossible to use
the breeches-buoy gear, and dangerous to attempt reaching her with
the boat. Quick work was theretore necessary. They got off with the
boat in a few moments, and upon reaching the vessel found she was
the schooner John Johnson, ot Phildelphia, Pennsylvania, whither she
was bound from Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of fish, there
being eleven persons on board, including the captain’s family. She
had parted her cables while at anchor in the bay. The captain and the
steward were both badly hurt while endeavoring to prevent the vessel
from driving ashore, the latter’s hand havirg been crushed by the
kedge. The weather was bitter cold, and the crew, some of whom
wero without shoes, suffered intensely. They were all landed without
further mishap and reached the warm shelter of the station at 10
o’clock, where such as needed it were furnished with dry foot-cover-
ing from the box donated by the Women’s National Relief Association.
Coinfortable accommodations were obtained for the captain and his
family near by, while the rest, excepting the steward, who was sent to
the hospital, remained at the station for three days. ' .

December 26.—0On this date, during a strong northerly gale, a number
of dwelling bouses at Oregon Inlet were washed away by the high storm-
tide, which was the most destructive experienced in the vicinity for years.
The families who were driven from their homes were temporarily cared
for and sheltered at the Oregon Inlet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of
North Carolina.

December 27.—On this date thesturdy life-savers ot the Quoddy Head
Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, after much difficulty, rescued
five imperiled sailors helplessly adrift in an open boat, who would un-
doubtedly have frozen to death had not timely succor been at hand.
The weather was intensely cold, a bleak northeast gale was blowing,
and the blinding snow, driven hither and thither by chilling blasts,
added to the rigors of the night’s tempest. On the previous day the
British schooner Sea Flower, of Parrsboro’, Nova Scotia, bound from
that port to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of -hackmatack ship
timber, put into Quoddy Roads for a harbor. She had been seen from
the station riding heavily at her anchors. and grave fears were enter-
tained that she would drive ashore in the storm. After darkness setin
the keeper, apprehensive that the vessel, in case of accident, might
strike on some of the outlying ledges and the crew perish before assist-
ance could reach them, took a man with him, and together they visited
all the dangerous rocks that were accessible, wading through the soft
ice to their boot tops. Not finding any trace of disaster they returned
to the station at about 10 o’clock. Near midnight the east patrol dimly
discerned the glimmer of a light through the storin, about three hun-
dred yards from the shore, and took it to be that of a stranded vessel.
[Te at onze ignited his Coston signal and brandished it in the air as he
hastened, through the deep snow drifts, towards the station. The peo-
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ple on board the craft saw the red glare of the Coston and called out
Joudly for help, their cries just being heard above the noise of the
gale. The beachman stopped aud fired another signal to encourage
the distressed mariners, and then hurried on and alarmed the life-sav-
ing crew. The latter started with all haste to the relief-house on the
northern shore, where a partial equipment of life-saving appliances is
kept,and which was located at a point nearer the vessel. On their way
the surfmen were attracted by vociferous shouts for assistance, and the
keeper ran out on a ledge and burned a Coston light, by means of which
he discovered a number of persons in a small yawl-boat stuck fast in
the slush and ice, and being carried helplessly along by the tide about
two hundred yards from the shore. It was not deemed prudent to
hazard a rescue in the surf-boat, as such a course would place both crews
in the same peril. Accordingly one man was left on the beach to set
off signals occasionally in an endeavor to keep up the courage of the
imperiled men, while the rest of the life-saving force returned to the sta-
tion and procured the apparatus-cart, removing everything except the
Lyle gun, shot, and lines, and enough ammunition for firing. The gear
was then dragged through the snow to a favorable position and two at-
tempts made to send a line to the occupants of the yawl, the Costons
being used on each discharge of the gun to light up the scene. The
first shot was a very good one, the line falling only a few feet to leeward
of the Loat, but the sailors failed to reach it in time and the weight of
the shot carried it under the soft ice. The second fire parted the line
and the gun recoiled into a snow-drift, and when hauled out so much ice
had formed in the bore as to render the piece unserviceable. The keeper
then bethought himself of a small flat-bottomned skiff which he had at the
station. Thiswas obtained as speedilyas possible and lannched on top
of the ice and slush. Four of the surfmen entered it with a line, and
by pushing aside the ice and alternately rowing and shoving with the
oars, succeeded after a hard struggle in reaching the half-frozen and
helpless sailors. Both boats were soon hauled up on the shore by those
who had remained thére for that purpose, and the castaways, frost-
bitten and nearly exhausted from exposure to the wet and cold, were
taken at once to the station, where their benumbed and ailing parts
were rubbed and cared for, and where they were given hot drinks and
pourishing food. Their gratitude for these kind and bountiful atteun-
tions was beyond expression, and the following morning they arose re-
freshed from a good night’s rest. They stated that the stranded vessel
had parted one of her cables and soon afterwards dragged ashore. See-
ing the signals of the surfmen they surmised that the schooner was near
the beach, and not aware of the proximity of the life-saving station they
attempted to save themselves in the yawl-boat, but after proceeding a
short distance came in contact with the heavy masses of ice and snow,
which completely debarred thieir way. Several times they were almost
on the point of giving up in despair. They were provided with com-
fortable clothing, furnished from the supplies donated by the Women’s
National Reliet Association, and after being sheltered by the station
men for four days were taken in charge by the English consul at Lubec,
Maine, and sent to their homes, the keeper assisting in effecting the
necessary arrangements. The schooner, as it hapypened, was driven
well up near the shore, and had her crew staid by her theycounld have
been landed without difficulty. She lay on the beach with her keel out
and her side stove in, and was subsequently sold at public auction to
the former owner. The underwriters saved a part of the cargo, which
was shipped to Eastport. The wrecked vessel was abandoned for the
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winter and left in care of the keeper of the station,and in the following
spring (on May 8th) was floated and taken to Lubec for temporary re-
pairs, after which she was towed to Parrsboro.’ The subjoined commu-
nication from ¢ A Thankful Sailor” is taken from the Daily Telegraph,
of Saint John, New Brunswick, under date of Janunary 9th, 1886:

“To the Editvr of the Telegraph :

% SIR: Being one of the crew lately saved from the wrecked schooner
Sea Flower, of Parrsboro’, Capt. James Moore, master, I feel it my
duty, to make known to all seamen the good treatment vouchsafed
to us by the people with whom we were thrown from the time of be-
ing shipwrecked till we arrived at home. We were loaded with hack-
matack knees, and in the storm of the night of the 26th December we
were cast among the ledges near Lubec. At 11 o’clock P. M. our cable
parted and we passed over one ledge to another. Lverything being
covered with ice we could not manage the vessel. We took to theboat
and in that arrived in the slush, formed by the snow and water, where
we stuck fast and could not get out for two or three hours. The
parties at the station near by came to our assistance and saved us from
a watery grave, or from being frozen to death. The men belonging to
the station at Lubec treated us kindly, hospitably, and gentlemanly,
and if the men at the several wrecking-stations from Lubec to Florida
are like these, the United States of Awerica can boast of as humane
life-men as any country in the world. May God Almighty bless them for
their kinduess to us! The British consul at Lubec paid our way to St.
John, N. B., where we found another good and kind friend, Mr. J. H.
Harding, who provided our fare for home. We cannot speak too highly
of Mr. riarding for his kindness; and in fact every one with whom we
came in contact treated us well. May other poor sailors in their
wrecked condition be as kindly treated as we.

“WILLIAM PATTERSON.

“ PARRSBORO’, January 6.”

December 27.—At about8 o’clock in the morning of this date a surf-
man of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, picked
up adark-colored lap-strake boat, about fourteen feet long, and hauled
it up on shore. The following day it was delivered to the captain of
the schooner Henry Chase, of Castine, Maine, who came to the station
and proved his property.

December 27.— At about 5 o’clock in the morning, during the preva-
lence of a furious northerly gale, the velocity of which was fifty miles
an hour, the schooner Lera  Hunter, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
carrying a crew of six men, and with the captain’s wife also on board,
bonund from Rondout, New York, to Norfolk, Virginia, and Washington,
District of Columbia, with a cargo of paving stones, ran ashore at Cape
Henry, Virginia, about a mile and three-quarters south of the Oape
Henry Station, (Sixth District,) and in a few hours became a complete
wreck. At the time the schooner struck she was unmanageable, having
lost nearly all of ber sails and carried away the steering-gear. The
south patrol of the Cape Henry Station discovered her almost as soon
a8 she struck, and as quickly as he-could notify the people by Coston
signal that their situation was known he hastened to the station with
the alarm. The ¢rew set out at once with the breeches-buoy apparatas,
but as the beach was in bad coudition, owing to the tremendously high
surf, and travel was very difficult, they did not arrive until 7 o’clock.
The vessel lay about two hundred yards from the shore, with the seas
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breaking completely over her fore and aft, and her people werein great
peril, liable at any moment to be washed overboard and lost. Commu-
nication was established with the first shot and in a short time the gear
was rigged and everything in readiness for the rescue, althongh the
gradual working of the vessel inshore made it difficult to keep the lines
taut. The captain’s wife was the first person landed, and the rest fol-
lowed, one by one, until all hands were safe. It should be mentioned
that while the rescue was in progress the keeper of the Seatack Sta-
tion, the next station south, arrived on horseback. His crew reached
the ground shortly afterwards, and together they lent effective aid.
As the Cape ITenry Station lay dead to windward and the journey
thither would Le attended with considerable hardship, it was deemed
best to send the captain and his wife, and also the mate, who was badly
frost-bitten, to the Seatack Station to leeward, while the remaining four
men were conducted to Cape Henry. The castaways had saved noth-
ing but what they stood in, and being wet to the skin they were fur-
nished at the respective stations with dry clothing from the supplies
donated by the Women’s National Relief Association. They were all
more or less used up and frost-bitten from exposure to the storm, the
feet and hands of one of the sailors being in such bad condition that
it was only by prompt treatment that they were saved from the neces-
sity of amputation. After breakfast the two station crews attempted
to reach the schooner to save the people’s effects. They were unsuc-
cessful, however, as the seas were dashing completely over her and
she was fast.breaking up. Another attempt was made early the fol-
lowing day, (28th,) the captain, in company with Keeper King and
one of the surfmen, going off in the breeches-buoy. It was of no use,
however, as everything movable had been washed away. The anchors
and chains and the rigging were subsequently saved by the Baker Sal-
vage Company and taken to Norfolk. The four seamen were forwarded
to Norfolk on the 28th, the day after the wreck, but the captain, his
wife, and the mate remained longer; the latter four days and Captain
Fisher and wife until Jannary 13th. The captain, in his gratitude for
his deliverance, sent the following letter to the general superintendent:

.“CAPE HENRY, VIRGINIA, January 5, 1886.

 To the Nwperintendent of the Life-Saving Service, \Washington, D. C.:
¢ I wish to acknowledge the prompt action and skillful management
of Captain King, of Station No. 1, (Cape Henry,) Sixth District, in his
efforts in saving life from the wrecked schooner Lena Hunter, which

were wholly successful. )
“JAs. C. FISHER,
¢ Master late Schooner Lena Hunter,
“ Wrecked on Virginia Beach, December 27, 1885.”

He also published the subjbined acknowledgmen t in a local paper:

“The master, his wife, and crew of the late schooner Lena Hunter
wish to make public acknowledgment of thanktfulness to the captains
and crews of Life-Saving Stations Nos. 1 and 2, on Cape Heory, Vir-
ginia, (Sixth District,) for kind tretyment and prompt action in their
efforts to save their lives from the 4 reck of the above vessel.

¢ JAs. C. FISHER,
“ Master Schooner Lena Hunter.”

December 27.—The crow of the Oregon Inlet Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, gave shelter for two days to twelve persons,
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the members of two families, residents of the beach, who were in dis-
tress owing to the prevailing stormmy weather.

December 27.— At half-past 6 o’clock in the evening a party of boys
came to the Golden Gate Park Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of Cal-
ifornia, ahd reported that a human body was floating in the surf about
three-quarters of a mile to the sonthward. The keeper, with three of his
crew, quickly proceeded to the spot indicated and found a man on the
beach, at the edge of the breakers, apparently drowned. They at once
carricd him to a suitable place, and a hasty examination disclosed the
fact that the body was still warm. Without further delay the surfmen
vigorously employed the method which is in practice in the Service for
restoring life, and after persevering effort brought the man to. He was
immediately conveyed to the station, subjected to a brisk rubbing down,
given stimulants, furnished with dry clothing, and put to bed. By 9
o'clock he had almost recovered. From his statement it was learned
that he was a German by birth and had been in California only about
five months. Not having been successful in obtaining work his scanty
means had become exhausted, and in a state of despondency he had
strolled out that afternoon along the beach. Arriving at a lonely spot
in the dusk of the evening, nearly famished with hunger and with no
place to spend the night, he was seized with a fit of desperation and
threw himself into the surf. After being comfortably cared for and
subsisted at the station for two days the keeper succeeded in getting
the man employment, when he fully resolved never again to attempt
the destruction of his life. :

December 29.—The fish-weirs along the shores near the Monomoy Sta-
tion, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, being in danger of wash-
ing away, the keeper communicated with the owners, by letter, appris-
ing them of the fact, so that they could save their property.

December 29.—During the 8 o’clock to midnight watch the west pa-
trol of the Long Beach Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island,

New York, warned off by Coston signal a vessel which was rapidly
nearing the beach with both side-lights in sight. She quickly went
about upon seeing the signal.

December 29.—I1n the afternoon, at about 3 o’clock, two boys in a skift’
were caught in the rapids of the Ohio River and made a narrow escape
from being swept over the falls to almost certain death. The crew of
the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) LouisviNe, Kentucky, first ob-
served the lads in the Indiana chute entirely at the mercy of the swift-
running current, and overtook them, after a hard and brisk pull, as they
were nearing the bridge piers. They were taken, with their boat, to
the station.

December 30.—During the 8 o’clock (night) watch the north patrol of
the Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, warned
off by Coston signal a schooner which was running towards the beach
and almost ashore. The warning was just in time to save her.

December 30.—The crew of the Indian River Inlet Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict.) coast of Delaware, succored a man named Reynolds, a resident
of Drawbridge, Delaware, who while out duck-hunting in the vicinity
of the station had received a painful wound through the premature ex-
plosion of hoth charges of his gun; one of the hammers blowing off and
almost severing his nose from his face. The crew washed aud dressed
the wound and did all in their power to alleviate the man’s suffering
until the next day, when he was able to leave for his home.

December 30.—The Rockaway House, situated a short distance north-
east of the Golden Gate Park Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of Cali-

A
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fornia, took fire at half-past 2 o’clock in the afternoon and the life-saving
crew proceeded to the scene and assisted to save the furniture and sup-
plies. The hotel was burned to the ground.

December 31.—An hour before midnight the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District), Virginia, flashed a Coston ‘Bignal to
warn a vessel that was running too near Carter’s Bar. The vessel im-
mediately went about and stood of’ saore.

December 31.—The steamer City of Chester, of Portland, Oregon, while
attempting to cross the Humboldt Bar during low water at about half-
past 4 o’clock in the afternoon, got out of the channel in making a turn
and stranded on the south spit, three miles south-southeast of the Hum-
boldt Bay Station, (Twelfth District,) coast of California. She worked
her way through the breakers towards the beach and at low tide was
almost dry. The accident was witnessed by the life-saving crew, who
speedily launched the life-boat, but on account of the heavy surf, strong
head current, and high wind, together with the prevailing darkness,
were unable to reach her, and after making several attempts returned
to the station in tow of a tug. The gun and necessary gear were then
put on board the latter, and the surfmen went back and fired a line over
the vessel, by means of which the tug’s hawser was sent off. At 10
o’clock the men managed to get alongside the steamer in the life-boat,
but as the captain thought that nothing could be accomplished in the way
of floating her at that time the crew left for the station, arriving at about
midnight. Early the following morning (January 1st), they manned
the surf-boat, pulled off, and waited near the vessel until daylight. Two
tugs were trying to get her clear, but all efforts to that end proved un-
successful At 9 o'clock the undertaking was temporarily abandoned
and the passengers, numbering twenty-three people, with their baggage
and the United States mail, were safely landed by the life-saving crew.
At 4 in the morning of January 2d the gun and lines were again placed
on a tug which proceeded with the station men on board to the stranded
steamer. The rolling of the tug in the heavy surf caused the first shot
to go wide of the mark. The second, however, was more successful,
the line falling over the vessel, enabling the ship’s crew to haul aboard
the whip-line and with it the hawser. The tug, after pulling on the craft
half an hour, parted the gear. Another shot was fired and the bawser
again sent off. At about 10 o’clock the steamer was floated. Besides
the passengers she had a crew of forty-four persons, and was bound
trom San Francisco, California, to Eureka, in the same State, with a cargo
of general merchandise. While ashore she lost her rudder, broke her
propellet-wheel, and otherwise sustained slight damages. The captain
spoke in terms of highest commendation regarding the services rendered
by the life-saving crew.

January 1, 1886.—On this date the life-saving crew hauled out on the
beach to a safe place two heavy picces of timber, between thirty and
forty feet long, that washed ashore near the Gurnet Station, (Second
District,) coast of Massachusetts. Late in the following spring they
were delivered to the owner.

January 1.—During the night the patrol of the Tatham’s Station
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, burned his Coston light and
warned oft an unwary vessel that was standing into danger.

January 2.—At 10 o’clock at night a schooner that was running too
close to the shore for safety was seen by the patrol of the Crumple
Island Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, who warned her of her
danger by burning his red Coston signal. She at once went about and
stood out to sea, narrowly escaping the rocks.
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January 2.—The crew of the Nag’s Head Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North Carolina, recovered from the surf a vessel’'s yawl which
had drifted ashore. It was duly advertised for thirty days, and as no
claimant could be found the property was sold at auction and the pro-
ceeds turned over to the custody of one of the State courts.

Januvary 2.—At about half-past 2 o’clock in the morning the small
schooner Mamie Jepson, of Manistee, Michigan, bound home from Mus-
kegon, in the same State, with a cargo of barreled apples and a crew of
two men, went ashore a mile and a quarter south of the Grand Point
an Sable Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan. The night was
dark and misty and the vessel was standing up the coast under alight
sontheasterly breeze. Near daylight the keeper was roused by the cap-
tain of the stranded craft who called at the station to request assist-
ance. The regular life-saving force being off duty for the winter a vol-
unteer crew was mustered, and, with lines, tackles, and an anchor, re-
paired as soon as possible to the scene of the mishap. Some delay was

‘occasioned on account of a raft having to be built with which to trans-
port the anchor. The surfmen- lightened the schooner of about a hun-
dred barrels of apples and then set to work in an attempt to heave her
off. Towards evening a small fishing steamer that came .along lent
them some aid, but all efforts to float the craft proved unavailing. As
darkness shut in, the crew returned to their homes, and the captain,
through the advice of the keeper, proceeded to Ludington to obtain the
services of a tug. ISarly the following wmorning (3d,) the surfmen re-
sumed their labors and made another fruitless trial to heave the vessel
into deep water. Shortly before noon the tug John D. Dewar arrived
and succeeded in pulling the schooner off the beach, though not without
tearing away the latter’s windlass, which was jerked overboard. She
was then towed into Hamlin Harbor where the station men reloaded the
portion of the cargo that had bech removed, and, late in the evening,
she proceeded in tow of the steamer Onekama to Manistee. It was for-
tunate that the craft got clear when she did, as that night the wind
freshened and subsequently increased to' a gale from the northwest,
making up a heavy sea that either would have dashed her to pieces or
carried her high and dry on the shore. During the above operations
valuable assistance was also rendered by the keepers of the adjacent
stations at Manistee and Ludington, who came to the scene on the tugs,
tke latter Lringing with him a stout hawser with which the schooner
was towed into port. On the 4th the men from the Grand Point au
Sable Station, after much difticulty, recovered the anchor that had been
slipped the previous day.

January 3.—At half-past 4 o’clock in the morning the eastern patrol
of the Race Point Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts,
warned off a vessel, that was standing too near the beach, by flashing
a Coston signal. .

January 3.—During the early part of nightthe surfman of the Peaked
Hiil Bars Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, on patrol
to the westward, discovering a vessel approaching dangerously near
the shore, burned a Coston light, when she at once changed her course
and stood out to sea.

January 3.—In the forenoon of this date two of the surfmen of the
Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, went tothe assist-
ance of two small boys, who had gone out in a row-boat a short time
before, and, losing themselves in the fog, brought wp near the south
breakwater, where they began shouting loudly for help. They were



204 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

badly frightened and were piloted to the station, whence they left for
their homes.

January 3.—On this date the fishing schooner Carrie B. Lake, of
Utsaladdy, Washington Territory, with a crew of five men, was totally
wrecked on the coast of Washington Territory, ten miles north of the
Cape Disappointment Station, (Twelfth District,) and three of her crew,
including the captain, drowned. It appears from the reports received
that the schooner sailed from Portland, Oregon, on a cruise, two days
previously, and that on Sunday, the 3rd, all fishing operations were
suspended for the day, the vessel standing off and on waiting for Monday
morning to resume work. The weather was stormy, there being a
strong gale blowing from the southeast, with rain and thick fog. The
vessel was reaching inshore under snug canvas and all hands were at
supper but the man at the wheel, when the latter, observing that she
was running into a heavy ground-swell, called down the companion-way
that he thought the vessel was in shoal water. This being considered
improbable by the captain, who believed himself well offshore, no atten-
tion was paid to the warning, and a few moments later the schooner struck
heavily in the breakers, although the land could not be seen, owing to
the fog. This was at half-past 5 o’clock. The people below at once
rushed on deck, when the captain ordered the boat lowered in haste,
and, all hands getting into it, they pushed off for the shore, which was
a quarter of a mile distant. When abount forty yards from the vessel
the boat capsized and the captain, John Exon, the mate, James Jame-
son, and the cook, a. Chinaman, name unknown, were drowned in the
breakers. Another of the party, Robert Robenson, a seaman, suc-
ceeded in reaching the beach by clinging to the bottom of the boat.
He was soon afterwards found in a helpless condition and cared for by
Mr. E. B. Stone, a farmer residing near by. The fifth member of the
crew, James Dunn, an expert swimmer, managed to swim back to the
vessel and clambered on board. Mr. Stone, as soon as he reached his
house with Robenson, dispatched his son on horseback to OCape Disap-
pointment with news of the wreck, although from Robenson’s speechless
condition, the darkness of the night, and the severity of the storm he
could give no particulars further than that there was a vessel ashore.
Young Stone arrived at the station at 11 o’clock. Keeper Harris ob-
tained the active co-operation aud assistance of the post-trader at Fort
Canby, Mr. C. B. Allen, and the hospital steward, Mr. John C. Blake,
the latter taking personal charge of the medicine-chest, and with the
beach-apparatus placed in the surf-boat a start was made up Baker’s
Bay to Ilwaco, where a landing was effected with much difficnlty over
the surging mass of drift logs which had lodged against the shore and
extended out into the bay a hundred yards or more, each article having
to be carried ashore separately, at the greatest risk to the men of fall-
ing between the logs and being crushed to death. It isindeed a wonder
that the work was accomplished under such difficulties, with the night
as dark as pitch, the wind blowing at the rate of fifty miles an hour,
and the rain falling in sheets. The gear was then placed on a wagon,
and with the aid of a stout team hauled across the portage to the sea-
beach and thence north to where the boat lay, the place being reached
in the face of almost insurmountable impediments at a quarter before
2 o'clock the morning of the 4th. Fires were built upon the shore and
efforts were in progress to find the vessel in the darkness when a man
came up and reported that she had driven a mile farther north. The
team was therefore again hitched up and the party made the best of
their way to the point indicated. Almost as soon as they arrived the

A
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keeper heard cries out in the gloom, evidently from the wreck. He at
once waded out into the surf to his waist and shouted, ¢ Stay where
you, are until we send you a line,” fearing the people—for he sup-
posed there were several yet on boird—would attempt to land and be
lost. Two of the surfmen at the same time waded out in an endeavor to
find the ill-fated craft, one of them carrying a lighted lantern on his head,.
and passing the keeper they were soon lost to sight. They soon made
out the schooner, but had scarcely done so when their light was ex-
tinguished by the surf, and both narrowly escaped being swept away
by the undertow. The keeper had turned back and was about to ar-
range the gear for firing over the vessel when he was surprised at seeing
his two men staggering out of the water supporting a man between
them. The latter proved to be the seaman James Dunn, who reported
that he had been the only one left on the wreck. It seems the two
surfmen had with great daring waded out almost to the vessel and
called to him to watch his chance and jump, and as soon as he did so
they seized hold of him and belped him ashore. The man being in an
exhausted state he was at once given a stimulant from the medicine-
chest to revive him, and then conducted to the nearest house, that of
Captain Easterbrook, the county wreck commissioner, half a mile dis-
tant, where further attention was bestowed upon him by the captain
and his family. The rescuing party were also the recipients of generous
hopitality at the same house, Mrs. Easterbrook, with true matronly care,
preparing for them a hot breakfast at 4 o’clock in the morning and do-
ing everything possible for their comfort. 7The crew got back to their
quarters at about 10 o’clock. Although this disaster occurred fully ten
miles from the station and beyond the ordinary scope of its operations,
the case was made the subject of searching investigation to ascertain
whether the life-saving crew were in any way to blame for the lament-
able loss of life. The inquiry demonstrated very clearly that the people
were drowned long before assistance could possibly arrive from so great
a distance. 1n fact, under the conditions of the weather, it is doubtful
if more could have been done had there been a station immediately
opposite the wreck, as she lay so far out and was entirely obscured by
the rain and the fog. It is plain from the testimouy of disinterested
witnesses that the crew reached the scene in remarkably quick time.
The rescue of James Dunn was effected at great personal risk by the
two men who waded out and brought him ashore. Had the people
remained by their vessel they would all have been saved.

January 4.—The morning patrol to the west, from the Amagansett
Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, shortly before
daybreak discovered a vessel standing directly inshore and almost in
the breakers. He promptly burped a Coston signal, when she at once
went about and stood off on the other tack. Asshe went round he saw
that she was a deeply laden three-masted schooner, bound to the east-
ward ; she being so near that he could hear the voices of her crew. It
was a close shave, as but for the warning given she would have struck
in a few moments. .

January 4.—In the afternoon of this date the crew of the San Luis
Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas, launched their boat and palled
out to meet a steamer, with a coal-barge in tow, which was standing in
for the station. Finding that the captain had lost his reckoning the
keeper gave him the proper course and distance to Galveston, Texas,
whither he was bound.

January 5.—W hile the schooner-rigged lighter Mary Adclaide, of Kast-
port, Maine, was beating up to the wreck of the Sea Flower (see record
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of December 27th,) in Quoddy Roads, for a load of the latter’s cargo, the
night being intensely dark, she took bottom just to the windward of
Duck Ledges, at about 12 o’clock, one mile north-northeast of the
Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. Her crew of
three men, who were unacqunainted with the locality, tried to put her
about on the other tack, but she fell to leeward on the rocks and held
fast. Her lights were seen by the beach patrol, and conjecturing that
some accident had befallen the vessel he at once flashed his Coston
gignal and then hurried to the station and summoned the crew. The
surf-boat was speedily launched and the life-saving men arrived along-
side of the stranded craft thirty minutes from the time she struck, in
the morning of this date. They found the ebb-tide leaving her high and
dry on the ledge. After shoving some planks under her bilge and
wedging her up they returned to their quarters, perceiving that nothing
more could be accomplished until the flood-tide made. Just before
daylight, at low water, the station crew again boarded the lighter, laid
out two anchors, ran a breast-line to a big rock near by, and effected
other necessary preparations to facilitate the work of floating her. At
10 o’clock they resumed their labors and, as the swell of the sea lifted
the vessel from the ledge, she was hove clear. Sail was made and the
surfmen worked her alongside of the schooner Sea Flower. During the
heavy easterly gale of the 9th the lighter broke from hér moerings and
was driven on the beach, where she remained until the 20th, when the
station men, for the second time, succeeded in floating her. On the 21st
she sailed for Eastport, but, when about three miles on her way, she
sprung a leak and the captain ran her ashore at Woodward’s Cove,
where she rolled over on her beam-ends, scattered her cargo of ship-
timber, and subsequently went to pieces and became a total loss.

January 5.—The British ship Adolphus, of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,
bound from London to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with a crew num-
bering twenty-one all told, and a cargo of barrels and chalk, stranded
on the shore in Delaware Bay, about five miles north of Lewes Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, at flood-tide on the morning of Jan-
uary 4th, just before daylight. There was a fresh southeast breeze at
the time, with a heavy sea. The Lewes Station lookout saw a pilot-boat
approach the ship, and afterwards speak the tug North America, lying
off Lewes, which immediately put out to the vessel. The ship showed
no signals. It was not until 1 o’clock in the afternoon that the Jersey
wrecking-boat reported the ship ashore; but so sitnated as not to need
aid. Later the station lookout saw the tug attempting to haul the ship
off. At about sunset the tug came to the station and reported that
the ship was leaking badly; that heavy seas were breaking over her,
and requested the life-saving crew to go out in tow to the wreck, when
the gale moderated, to rescue the crew. At 5 o’clock the next morning,
(Jannary 5th,) the gale having subsided, the station surf-boat was ready
toleave, and taking on board the keeper of the Cape Henlopen Statioun,
who had meanwhile arrived with his crew, was towed by the Nortk
America to within a mile of the Adolphus, where people stood ready to
leap. Eight of the men, with the ship’s instruments and flags, and the
faithful dog, were taken into the Lewes boat, the remainder of the crew
escaping in their own boats. They were all, with extreme difficulty,
put on board the tug and landed at Lewes at 9 o’clock. Thirteen of the
sailors were cared for at the station, the others being accommodated els :-
where. ' The following morning (January Gth,) the rescued crew left by
train for Philadelphia. The ship was a total loss.
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January 5.—At 2 o’clock in the morning the patrol of the San Lais
Station, (Eighth District,) coast of Texas, sighted a steamer heading
straight for the beach.. He ignited his Coston signal, when the vessel
quickly changed her course and stood off, thus avoiding & disaster.

January 6.—Between 8 o’clock and midnight the patrol of the Hunni-
well’s Beach Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, observing a vessel
running too near the shore for safety flashed his Coston light, when she
immediately kept away.

January 6.—During a northwest gale and snow-storm, at about 5
o’clock in the evening, the three-masted schooner Fannie R. Williams,
of Wilmington, Delaware, bound from Caibarien, Cuba, to New York,
misstayed and went ashore abreast of the signal station on Sandy Hook,
at a point about two hundred yards from the land, a little more than a
half mile north of the Sandy Hook Station, (Fourth District,) coastof New
Jersey. She carried a crew of seven men and was laden with mahogany
and cedar. Although the beach patrol saw the vessel when she struck
and hastened to the station, the news of the mishap was telephoned
there, in advance of his arrival, from the Western Union Telegraph
Tower. The life-saving crew, ;herefore, were ready to lannch their boat
almost immediately, and, though having to row quite a distance in a
heavy sea, succeeded in boarding the craft just thirty minutes from the
time she stranded. She was found to be lying broadside to the wind,
with her sails partly down and hampered against the rigging. The cap-
tain, who was very much alarmed, entreated the keeper to hasten on
shore and telegraph for assistance. The latter quieted his fears some-
what by explaining that his vessel was in no immediate danger, and then
returned to the beach and sent messages as requested. This was not an
easy task in the bitter storm and darkness. After the mission was exe-
cated the surfmen again put out to the schooner and helped to get the
sails down and farled, which the crew were not capable of doing unas-
sisted. The next day the vessel was pualled off by the wrecking steamer
Rescue, the life-saving men lending what aid they could until the work of
safely floating the former was completed.

January 6.—Shortly after dark the patrol of the Little Beach Station,
g(‘)ourth District,) coast of New Jersey, observing a steamer stop on

uth Shoal, abreast of the station, flashed his Coston signal as a
danger warning and then speedily alarmed the life-saving crew. While
the latter were making preparations to go to her she suddenly steamed
off shore, evidently realizing the peril of her situation.

January 6.—The night patrol of the Cobl’s Island Station, (Fifth
District,) coast of Virginia, seeing a vessel close in on the shoals,
flashed his Coston light, which warned her in time to go about and
stand clear.

January 7.—The schooner J. and C. Merritt, of Somers Point, New
Jersey, lumber laden, bound from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Barne-
gat City, grannded on the shoals at 9 o’clock in the morning, while en-
tering Barnegat Inlet, about one mile northeast of Barnegat Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She carried a crew of three men
who were unfamiliar with the channels. The life-saving crew launched
their surf-boat and reached the stranded craft shortly after she struck.
They laid out anchors and worked perseveringly, during three tides, in
attempting to heave her off. Early the following day they succeeded in
floating her, after a strenuous and prolonged trial, without loss or dam-
age of any kind. The keeper then piloted the vessel to a point where
her cargo was discharged.
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January 7.—At 9 o’clock in the morning, while the steamer City of
Ludington, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was on her way out of Manistee
harbor, bouud home with @ cargo of salt, carrying six passengers and a
crew of thirty-one persous, she grounded on the bar an eighth of a mile
west of the Manistee Station, (Ileventh District,) Lake Michigan. The
station being closed for the winter. the keeper put oft alone in his skiff
to her assistance. He succeeded 1 running lines to the pier, sounded
out the channel, and helped the vessel into deep water. The captain
heartily appreciated this timely service, which was performed in weather
bitterly cold, the thermometer registering two degrees below zero.

January 8.—Shortly before midnight, when a mile west of the Peaked
Hill Bars Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, the patrol
discovered a vessel ashore on the inner bar, about two hundred yards
from the beach. He at once flashed a red Coston signal to apprise those
on board that their perilous situation was known, and then bastened
back to the station and alarmed the life-saving crew. Thelatter manned
the beach-apparatus and proceeded without delay to the scene of
the accident. The wind was blowing strong fromn the eastward at
the time, and a few minutes after the men started a hard snow-storm
set in. It was no easy task to wheel the hand-cart through the heavy
sand on such a night, but the stout-hearted surtmen, in little more than
half an hour, by almost superhuman efforts, succeeded in dragging
their gear abreast of the stranded craft.” The gun was speedily placed
in position and the shot-line fired over the schooner, falling squarely
hetween her masts. A slight hindrance was caused by the vessel work-
ing ahead on the shoals, necessitating the shifting of the gear farther
along the beach, but nothing else, save the blinding snow and whirling
sand, interfered with the operations. The distressed cries of the im-
periled people could be heard above the roar of the surf, but their fears
were soon quieted by the keeper, who called out to them through his
speaking-trumpet. When commupication had been establisbed the
entire party, consisting of fourteen fishermen, were rescued by means
of the breeches-buoy and conducted to the station, where they received
care and shelter for two days. The schooner was the Levanter, of Glou-
cester, Massachusetts, bound from Chatham to Provincetown, in that
State, with trawls and fish-gear. She was subsequently floated off by
wreckers, having sustained more or less damnage. The east patrol of the
Race Point Station assisted in landing the men.

January 8 —During a heavy easterly gale and blinding snow-storm,
at about 10 o’clock at night, the schooner Henry D. Brewster, of Pat-
chogue, New York, was driven ashore at a point two miles south of the
Monmouth Beach Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The
beach patrol, who dimly discerned the vessel shortly before she struck,
flashed his Coston signal, but owing to the thickmess of the night
his warning was not heeded; hastening to the station as best he
could, through the driving wind and snow, he apprised the keeper,
who at once mustered his men and repaired to the spot indicated. Un-
deterred by the snow and ice and the shrieking wind-storm, the life-
savers reached the scene of disaster in an hour’s time from starting.
They fired the shot line over the stranded vessel, but waited in vain
for a response. The outlines of her spars were just visible through the
darkness. Going down to the water’s edge the keeper waved a light
and shouted, but gaining no reply he and his crew went back along the
beach, concluding that the people of the schooner had doubtless left
her. It was found afterwards, that in their desperation and plight. they
(five in number), had swung themselves on shore by the use of the main-
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peak downhaul, and after a perilous struggle in the surf had succeeded
in attaining a place of safety. They wandered on shore for a while
quite bewildered and lost, and finally ran across a house, the occupants
of which directed them to the station. They proved to be much ex-
hausted from exposure to the cold. and were given hot coffee and tood
and provided with dry and comfortable clothing furnished from the stores
of the Women’s National Relief Assoctation, and were sheltered and
cared for by the life-saving men for three days. One of the crew, who
was attacked with a serious case of cramps and pains, was afforded
medical treatment and restored to health. The vessel was bound from
a port in Virginia to New York, laden with oysters. Part of the cargo
was sold, while a considerable portion was damaged by freezing. The
schooner became a total wreck.

January 8.—The schooner Mary G. Farr, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, was partially destroyed by fire at sea and subsequently wrecked
on the New Jersey coast near the Spring Lake Station, (Fourth District.)
1t is believed that her entire crew of seven men were lost. For snch
particulars as could be obtained of this wreck see page 28.

January 8.—The sloop Millie, of Greenport, New York, while on the
fishing grounds, about five miles offshore, was forced, by the threatening
appearance of the weather, to speedily make a harbor. She started for
New Inlet and arrived at the bar about dark, and, in attempting to run
the channel, struck on the beach about a half mile south of the Little
Egg Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She had a crew
of 8ix men and a cargo of codfish. The patrol, observing that she was
heading dangeronsly near the land, ignited Lis Coston signal, but the
warning was not heeded. He, therefore, hastened to the station and
informed the keeper. A team of horses were at once harnessed to the
boat-wagon and kept on a dead run until the scene of the wreck was
reached. The sloop’s crew had, by this time, hastily landed in their -
dory, and were shivering on the shore with cold and wet. Heavy seas
were breaking over the stranded vessel and driving her farther on the
beach. The wind increased in velocity during the night, and by 12
o’clock she was bottom side up. The castaways were tuken to the sta-
tion, where they were sheltered and provided with dry clothing and
warm food. The next morning (9th,) the wind veered to the southwest
and was still blowing a gale, and the bay froze over, making it impossi-
ble to get the shipwrecked crew to the main-land. On the 12th they
proceeded up the coast, as the keeper of the Ship Bottom Station had
telephoned that the ice was sufficiently strong at that point to cross on.

January 8.—At about half-past 6 in the evening, during the preva-
lence of a northeasterly storm, with a high and dangerous sea, the sloop
Lizzie Jane, of Chincoteague, Virginia, having a crew of three men,
while ¢ntering Chincoteague Inlet on her way home from Tom’s Cove
with a cargo of oysters, carried away her main-sheet just as she crossed
the bar, and, before anything could be done to prevent it, she drifted
ashore on the point of Wallop’s Island south of the Inlet, about a mile
and a quarter northeast of the Wallop’s Beach Station, (Fifth District.)
The north patrol discovered ber almost as soon as she struck, and in an
hour’s time after an cxtremely beavy drag over the soft, yielding sand,
the station crew arrived with their apparatus. By that time the sea
and the full tide had forced the sloop well in towards the beach. She
lay broadside to, and was near enough for the crew to dispense with
tbe wreck-gun, one of the men wading out and throwing the end of a
heaving-line on board. The hawser soon followed, and by means of the
latter the sailors sent their yawl ashore. Part of the station crew
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quickly jumped into it, and, going off to the sloop, they soon brought the
men safely to the beach with their baggage. The people were sheltered
at the station that night, and the next morning left’ for their homes.
The weather continued stormy and very cold, and nothing further could
be done until the 18th, when, with the aid of the life-saving crew, the
cargo was removed, and two days later the sloop was got off and taken
into the harbor. She fortunately received no damage.

January 8.—A steamer standing inshore and dangerously near the
beach was warned off by the night patrol of the Cobb’s Island Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, who quickly burned a Coston signal
on observing her. The vessel promptly changed her course and pro-
ceeded in safety.

January 8.—On this date a destitute sailor, barefooted and sorely in
need of clothing, arrived at the Brazos Station, (Eighth District,) coast
of Texas. The keeper attended to his wants and farnished him with a
pair of shoes from the supplies donated by the Women’s National Reliet
Association. The man was very grateful for the kindness shown him.

January 9.—Belween 4 and 5 o’clock in the morning a patrolman of
the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine, descried a
vessel’s lights, through the falling snow, a short distance from the station
to the southward. He burned his Coston signal, but receiving no re-
ply hastened to the house and notitied the keeper. There being but
little wind at the time it was supposed that the craft was holding on
until the flood-tide made with a view of entering Quoddy Roads. The
surfman was directed to go back over his beat and, if possible, obtain
farther tidings. While returning from the western end of his patrol he
found four sailors just landed on the shore, who proved to be the crew
of the vessel anchored outside. He at once conducted them through
the snow-storm to the station. They belonged to the British schooner
Freddie D., of Saint John, New Brunswick, bound home from New York
with a cargo of coal. She was then trying to make a harbor, but, after
sighting the land, being so thickly iced up, she became unmanageable
and would neither wear nor stay. The crew, in order to keep her from
striking on the rocks, let go the anchor, and, when she came head to
wind, beat off enough ice from the gear to enable them to lower the
sails, which were too much frozen to be furled. At half-past 5 a fierce
easterly gale and driving snow-storm set in, and the crew of the schooner
put off for the shore in their own boat and were found by the patrol as
described. At about 9 o’clock the vessel drove ashore on Allern’s Point,
three-quarters of a mile southwest of the station and, shortly after,
went to pieces. Her crew, one of whom was badly frost-bitten, were
kindly cared for by the lif'e-saving men for a number of days, and a
member of the party, who was almost destitute of clothing, provided
with suitable apparel from the supplies donated by the Women’s Na-
tiomal Relief Association. The shipwrecked people rendered very effi-
cient service in helping to haul the station-boat and beach-apparatus to
the northern shore, to the relief of several vessels that stranded later
in the day, and without which timely assistance the surfmen would
have found the heavy snow-drifts and ice impassable with their gear.
On the 11th the keeper went with the captain of the schooner to Lubec
to transact some legal business in connection with his vessel. What
remained of the latter and her cargo was sold the next day at public
auction.

January 9.—For an account of the stranding of the British schooner
Myrtle Purdy, in Quoddy Roads, near the Quoddy Head Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine, and the death of her captain, see page 30,
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Januvary 9.—No sooner had the crew of the Myrtle Purdy been landed
(see record of loss of life) than the men of the Quoddy Head Station,
(First District,) coast of Maine, in the afternoon of this date, saw
another schooner dragging from her anchorage towards the western
shore. A driving snow-storm prevailed at the time, and a heavy gale
of wind was blowing from the eastward, making up a turbulent sea.
The life-saving crew lost no time in getting their apparatus in position
at a point where they supposed the vessel would strike. They got the
gun in readiness and fired a shot over the approaching craft before she
grounded, the line just clearing the main-truck and falling across the
Jib-boom. The sailors quickly hauled the hawser on board and made it
fast well up in the rigging. At 2 o’clock the craft stranded, and five
minutes afterwards all hands swung themselves safely on shore. She
proved to be the British schooner Billow, of Saint Andrew’s, New Bruns-
wick, bound for Beaver Harbor, in that Province, from Rockland, Maine,
in ballast, with three men on board. The surfmen and the latter joined
forces and worked for three successive days in efforts to float the vessel,
and finally succeeded (on the 21st,) in heaving her off the beach with
bltlxt tl;{ﬂing damage, when she was sailed toa sheltered berth and an-
chored.

January 9.—Av 5 o'clock in the morning the north patrol alarmed the
crew of the Fourth Cliff Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachu-
setts, and reported a schooner ashore near the Third Cliff, about a
handred and fifty yards off the land and a mile and three-quarters
from the station. A heavy gale was blowing from the northeast,
with driving and drifting snow. The apparatus-cart was immediately
manned, while one of the surfmen was sent ahead to obtain a horse. A
portion of the road lay over a rough bed of rocks of different sizes and
shapes, and even with the assistance .of the draught-animal progress
was toilsome and slow. The life-savers arrived abreast of the vessel at
twenty minutes past 7, and at the first shot successfully sent the line
over her. The sea was very high and breaking across the craft with
much fury. Finally the gear was got in operation and the imperiled
sailors were landed one by one, eight trips being made with the
breeches-buoy. The schooner was the Joel Cook, of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, bound thence to Boston, Massachusetts, with coal. She sub-
sequently went to pieces, though more than half of her cargo was saved.
The castaways, who were cold and wet, were conducted to the keeper’s
house, close to the scene of the wreck, where they received shelter and
care for a period of four days, when a free passage by rail was obtained
for them to Boston. .

January 9.—No sooner had the people of the Joel Cook been safely
landed and taken to a place of shelter (as just described) than the
weather cleared and the crew of the Fourth Cliff Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, observed another stranded schooner
about three miles to the southward. In making their way back over
the rocky road theaxle of theapparatus-cart got sprung, and it was found
necessary to employ a truck-wagon to carry the gear. An extra sand-
anchor, whip, and hawser were obtained at the station in place of those
left at the wreck of the Joel Cook, and with the aid of an additional
horse and a number of persons that had gathered on the beach, and
who willingly volunteered their services, the surfmen arrived at the
scene of the disaster at half-past 11 o’clock in the forenoon. The craft
lay about a hundred and eighty yards from the land. The partiug of
the shot-line and the consequent loss of the projectiles at the first trials
with the gun frustrated the men in their efforts to at once establish
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communication with the vessel, but just as the keeper was about to
send back to the station for more shot a mman came up inost opportunely
and offered the use of the Hunt gun and projectiles belonging to the
Massachusetts Humane Society’s station at Scitnate. The line nsed
with this gun being fresh and dry, and smaller than the lines brought
from the station, the men soon succeeded in throwing it on board.
One of the station shot-lines was then bent to it and by this means
the sailors were able to get hold of the whip. The hawser then
followed and was set taut from the shore, althongh the sailors made
the whip and hawser fast so low down on the mast (the station
crew having vainly endeavored to make them understand the neces-
sity of elevating the lines) that the first two men who were landed
had to be hauled most of the way through the surf and were nearly
drowned, having to be helped ashore by the life-savers, who rushed into
the breakers to their assistance. The schooner kept working farther
on the beach, and in setting the hawser taut the buoy became fouled
and immovable. In this predicament signs were made to the seamen to
cast loose the hawser so that the lines could be cleared, but it was some
time before they wereinduced to do so, as it seemed to them like giving
up the only chance of being saved, as the vessel was full of water and

~ the seas were sweeping her fore and aft. The surfmen in again send-
ing out the hawser succeeded in getting the gear properly securud,
when no further trouble was experienced in rescuing the imperiled crew.
The captain, who was the second man to be brought off, had been in-
jured the preceding night, and, while coming ashore, accidentally let go
his hold of the buoy-slingsand would undoubtedly have been lost had not
several of the beachmen, at great personal risk, speedily entered the
surf and saved him. The wrecked people, as soon as they reached the
shore, were taken by the bystanders to an adjacent house, where they
were provided with dry clothing, which had previously been obtained
from the supplies furnished the station by the Women’s National Relief
Association. The schooner proved to be the Isaac Carlton, of Machias,
Maine, carrying nine men, bound from Norfolk, Virginia, to Boston,
Massachusetts, with a cargo ot coal. The castaways were conveyed to
the station, as they were too much exhausted to walk, and provided
food and shelter until the 13th, when the keeper procured free trans-
portation to Boston, having in the meantime boarded the wrecked
schooner and saved a portion of their effects. The vessel and cargo
became a total loss. As the weather was very cold it is certain that
all hands would soon have perished had not the life-saving crew ren-
dered timely succor. They worked faithfully the entire day inliberating
the crews of the stranded schooners and ministering to their wants,
without thought of stopping to change their own soaked and stiffened
clothing or to get anything to eat.

January 9.—When about to conduct the fishermen that had been res-
cued from the Levanter (as recounted under the preceding date) to a
place of shelter, the crew of the Peaked Hill Bars Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts, saw a vessel’s light a quarter of a mile
farther to the westward, and from its position it was evident that the
craft was ashore. The time was now 2 o’clock in the morning, the wind
increasing in violence, and d driving snow-storm—in fact the weather
was the most inclement that had been experienced along the coast for
years. Two of the surfmen were charged with the matter of dirccting
the party that had just been succored to the station, while the rest of
the crew quickly manned the mortar-cart and hauled it to a point oppo-
site the stranded vessel. She was about fifty yards off shore, and the
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heavy seas were breaking all around her. The group of hardy beach-
men were drenched to the skin and chilled through, besides being much
exhausted from the work already so well performed, but there were lives
yet to save and not a man lost heart or faltered in his supreme duty.
Cries for help came over the foam-crested water, which impelled each one
to put forth his best energies. It was found that the gun was choked
with snow and sand and could not be used. A line was then tied around
the keeper. and rushing into the surf as far as he could he flang the
heaving-stick, by a powerful and dexterous effort, aboard the schooner.
The hawser and breeches-buoy were sent out, and by means of a single
whip-line the crew of nineteen people were landed without mishap. On
the way back to the station the men had to face the bewildering snow-
storm and cutting sand-blast, and it was impossible for the party to keep
together, a number becoming separated from their companions. It was
not until after daylight that all finally succeeded in reaching the station,
both rescuers and rescued completely worn out. The vessel wad the
fishing-schooner Nimble, of Boston, Massachusetts, on a passage from
Chatham to Provincetown, in that State, with trawls and bait. She
subsequently went to pieces, only about half of her outfit being saved.
The castaways were sheltered at the station for two days.

January 9.—At 6 o’clock in the morning, during the prevalence of an
easterly gale and snow-storm, with a heavy ses running, the schooner
. Lookout, of Lubec, Maine, whither she was bound from New York,

with a cargo of coal, and having a crew of tfour men, drove ashore about
half a mile south of the Parmet River Station, (Second District,? coast
of Massachusetts. As soon as she Btruck, her crew were compelled to
take to the rigging to escape being washed overboard by the breakers
that dashed over her deck. The 4 o’clock patrol, who was nearly
abreast of the vessel when she struck, at once signaled her crew to un-
reeve one of the halyards and send the end ashore. This was quickly
done, and the patrol making the line fast to some drift-wood on the
beach hastened to the station with the news of the disaster. The life-
saving crew were soon on the way to the people’s aid with the beach-
apparatus, arriving about an hour after she struck. She had by this
time spilled her deck-load of coal overboard and driven into within
twenty yards of the shore. A heaving-line was quickly thrown to the
men, which they fastened about their bodies, one by one, and then sliding
down the line already fast to the shore they were all soon safely landed,
cold and wet, but thankful to the life-savers for their deliverance. They
were taken to the station and given breakfast. The vessel soon went
to pieces and the rescued crew, having lost everything but what they
_stood in, were provided with dry clothing from the supply donated to
the station by the Women’s National Relief Association. The keeper
also furnished the captain with funds sufficient to meet his immediate
_ wants and aided bim in reaching Wellfleet to note protest of the disaster.
The men were quartererd at the station until the following Monday,
January 11th, when all but the captain left for their homes, passes being
obtained for them by the keeper. The life-saving crew shipped the
wreck of sails and rigging, which were subsequently sold for the bene-
fit of the owners. The captain upon leaving, on the 13th, spoke in the
highest terms of the life-savers -for their promptness and dispatch in
rescuing himsclf and crew, and for the hospitality shown them during
their stay at the station.
January 9.—At about 4 in the afternoon, during the prevalence of a
stiff westerly gale, with frequent snow-squalls, the crew of the Bren-
ton’s Point Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island, discovered
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a schooner in an apparently disabled condition, through the loss of her
sails, endeavoring to reach Newport harbor under bare poles. It being
evident from the way the vessel was sagging to leeward that she would
drive ashore somewhere in the vicinity of Castle Hill, a couple of miles
from the station, to the northward of Brenton's Point, the keeper or-
dered out the beach-apparatus, and in fifteen minutes from the time she
was first seen the men were on the way. Encountering heavy snow-
drifts before going far they were compelled to obtain a team of horses
from a neighboring farmer, Mr. Jonathan Kenny. With this aid they
madoe better progress and were enabled to keep well up with the
schooner, which had now hoisted the remnant of her mainsail and the
jib-topsail—the latter the only forward sail left—in an attempt to claw
off from the land. This seemed to improve the schooner’s chances
somewhat and it was thought she might weather the lee shore and fetch
in past Castle Hill, when suddenly the jib-topsail burst into shreds.
This unfortunate occurrence brought her quickly up into the wind, and
then losing headway she fell off and soon drifted onto the rocks to the
leeward, off Ragged Point. The life-saving crew came up five minutes
later, or at ten wminutes to 5. The vessel was not more than fifty or
sixty feet from the shore, at the end of i rocky ledge, but, owing to the
ground being deeply seamed at short intervals by almost impassable
fissures and gullies, it was impossible to approach nearer with the cart
than a hundred and fifty yards of her. The schooner was rolling fright- -
fully in the heavy sea and shipping great quantities of water, which
dashed over the stern and swept the deck from one end to the other.
The men at once unloaded the gear and carried it piecemeal to within
two hundred feet of the vessel, as near to her as was practicable, and
then by picking his way over the rocks the kesper got close enough to
throw a line across the flying jib-boom. The sailors, who were hud-
dled in a group at the bow to keep as far as possible beyond reach
of the seas, quickly secured the line, and in a brief period had the whip
and the hawser fast and the breeches-buoy rigged in readiness for use.
At about this time the captain undertook the hazardous feat of jumping
onto the rocks close to the schooner’s stern in an attempt to reach the
shore on foot. It nearly cost him his life, for he elipped and fell into a
gully between the rocks and would have been swept away by the next in-
coming wave but for the presence of mind of Keeper Gould, who rushed
to his assistance and, grabbing him by the arm, assisted him to a place of
safety. Attention was next given to those remaining on board, and in
a short time they were all, five in number, brought safely ashore by the
buoy. It was then learned that the schooner was the Mattic D., of Liv-
erpool, Nova Scotia, from Turk’s Island, West Indies, bound to Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, with a cargo of salt, the crew numbering six
men. The weather being extremely cold the sailors were nearly all
more or less frost-bitten, and instead of conducting them to the station, -
over two miles distant, the keeper secured for them proper attention
at the house of a Mr. Martland, near by. Intwo hours after the rescue
of her crew the vessel had gone completely to pieces. Immediately upon
the station crew’s return to their quarters the keeper mustered all the
available clothing from the wardrobes of himself and the surfinen and
drove over to where the castaways were quartered. The men thank-
fully accepted the clothing, but Leing comfortably housed they de-
clined the keeper's ofter of accommodation at the station. They were
also furnished the next day with shoes and socks from the supply do-
nated by the Women’s National Relief Association, of which they were
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in need. Most of the articles belonging to the station crew were sub-
sequently returned.

January 9.—At about half-past 1 in the afternoon, during the preva-
lence of probably the severest storm of the season, the wind blowing a
perfect hurricane from the southward, with frequent snow-squalls, the
three-masted schooner Allen Green, of Providence, was driven ashore
on the coast of Rhode Island, about a mile to the westward of Point Ju-
dith. She was on her way from Boston, Massachusetts, to Baltimore,
Maryland, in ballast. The patrol of the Point Judith Station, (Thir(i
District,) discovered her almost as soon as she struck, and at once hur-
ried back to the station. His comrades, in expectancy of disaster from
the gale, were dressed in their storm-clothing and on the alert, and as
soon as he dashed into the station with the alarm they took their places
at the apparatus-cart and set out. A deep suow had fallen the night
previous and the heavy drifts rendered their advance, without the aid
of horses, almost impracticable. A team was therefore obtained, and
with that help and by dint of downright hard work in shoveling their
way through snow-drifts and removing fences and stone walls, they man-
aged to get abreast of the vessel in half an bour. It was a splendid
feat, and none the less praiseworthy from the fact that in addition to
the team they had the assistance of oune of the light-keepers, Henry A.
‘Whaley, and another man named Howard Donahue, residing in the
vicinity. The vessel lay in the breakers broadside to, with her head to
the westward, about five bundred feet from the shore, and her crew
were in the rigging, the poor fellows having been driven there for safety
a8 soon as she struck. The gun was placed in position as quickly as
possible, and at the first fire the line lodged over the jib-boom. As the
people were unable in their half frozen condition and with their clothing
covered with ice to descend and get it, the line soon slipped and fell
into the sea. It was immediately hauled back, but with the tempera-
ture near zero the line froze so stiff that the surfinen had much diffi-
culty in arranging it for use again ; in fact it was so brittle that at the
next fire it snapped close to the shot. The third shot was fortunately
successful, the line lodging on the spring-styy between the fore and
main masts. It was a little beyond the people’s reach, but by the surf-
men shaking it vigorously for a few moments the sailors soon caaght
the bight. The whip was then sent off and next followed the hawser,
and as soon as the latter was taut the breeches-buoy was rigged ; these
operationsbeing greatly facilitated by the intelligent co-operation of the
mate of the schooner, who, it was afterwards learned, had thrice before
been rescued in a similar manner. When all wasready the castaways,
seven in number, were safely drawn ashore and conducted to the sta-
tion. As darkness had now set in and the gear was frozen stiff, most
of it had to be left standing. It was recovered the next day. The
frozen garments of the men were removed as quickly as possible, and
after rigging themselves out in warm, dry clothing furnished by the Wo-
men’s National Relief Association, all hands sat down to a hearty meal
the first they had eaten since early morning. The men were sheltere(i
at the station three days, when all but the captain left for their homes ;
the latter, who was joined by the owner, remaining until the schooner
was floated off in a damaged condition by New London wreckers, on the
21st, after being ashore twelve days. It was, indeed, a wonder that
she was not totally wrecked. During the time she lay there the station
crew rendered much valuable aid from day to day in the operations for
her release,
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The captain expressed his gratitude for the good work of the station
crew in the following letter to the General Superintendent.

“ NxwpPoORT, R. 1., January, 1886.

¢ Hon. 8. 1. KIMBALL, ’
« General Superintendent U. 8. Life-Saving Service,
““ Washington, D. C.

“DEAR SIR: I wish to give expression to the gratitude I feel to the
-noble Service which you have done so much to promote, and which,
during the late gale on the New Eugland coast, so ably discharged the
duty which men of the Service were callrd upon to perform, and more
particularly to mention to your favorable notice Capt. H. M. Knowles
and his gallant crew of the Point Judith Station, Rhode Island. My
vessel, the schooner Allen Green, of Providence, from Boston, Massa-
chasetts, bound to Baltimore, Maryland, was, by the hurricane of the
9th instant, in the midst of a thick snow-storm, driven ashore about
one mile to the westward of the above station, at 1.30 o’clock P. M.
and myself and crew of six men were compelled to instantly seek
the rigging to escape the tremendous sea running at the time and
makin} a clean breach over the whole length of the schooner. The
rolling of the ice-coated vesscl in the sea rendered our position most
perilons. Within thirty minutes after we struck Captain Knowles
and his crew, with their mortar cart, were at the scene and a line was
shot across, the breeches-buoy rigged, and the straggle to bring us
frost-bitten, ice-covered men ashore begun, which took until sun-
set, by reason of everything Leing covered with ice as soon as the
water struck it. But the unremitting labor of Captain Knowles and
his brave men brought us through at last. I have since viewed the
path by which they reached us with the mortar-cart, and how they
could have pulled it through the snow-drifts over fences and stone
walls and reached us in 80 short a time will always be a mystery.
The hospitable care and kind attention which we received at Captain
Knowles’ station soon made the men comfortable, although I suffered
much that night from cramps and pains caused by the bruises I re-
ceived before I went ashore, having been at the wheel fifteen hours
continuously, the vessel being in ballast and steering very badly. But
the kind attention of Captain Knowles mitigated very much my suf-
fering. I was further agreeably surprised to be able to send the news
of my disaster and safety to friends and owuers, Captain Knowles
putting in use the telegraph in the station, with the use of which I
discovered he had made himself proficient in order to aid the Service
in case of need, although out of the line of his duty, the signal officer
formerly stationed there having been some time since removed. I
cannot commend Captain Kunowles too highly for the kinduness and
courtesy shown us. The evident pride he has in making his a model
station, the comnfort realized there by myself and crew, and his efficiency
in this valuable Service will be among my lasting memories.

1 remain, yours traly,
“ARTHUR L. NICKERSON, .
‘“Master Schooner Allen Green.”

January 9.—The schooner Clio Chilcott, of Ellsworth, Maine, was
wrecked during a snow-storm near the Watch Hill Station, (Third Dis-
trict,) coast of Rhode Island. Her people, with the exception of one
man, were rescued by the crew of the station. The man lost was thrown

A
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from the rigging into the sea when the vessel struck. For the particu-
lars see page 33. .

January 9.—The crew of the Fire Island Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, recovered and hauled up on the beach,
out of barm’s way, a small, cat-rigged yacht which had Lroken adrift
from its mooring in Islip Creek and been swept across the bay towards
the inlet by the drifting ice. There was no one on board. It was given
proper care until the owner came and removed it.

January 9.—At about 10 o'clock in the morning, during the preva-
lence of a severe snow-storm, 8ix men, the crew of the sloop Richard M.
Johnson, of New York, came to the Rockaway Point Station, (Third Dis-
trict,) coast of Long Island, New York, for shelter from the storm, re.
porting that their vessel, whilelying at the west end of Rockaway Beach
(Rockaway Inlet) loading sand for New York, had been overwhelmed by
the heavy sea and sunk during the night. The men had landed in the
bay and walked up the inner shore of the beach, and consequently missed
the patrol; the weather being too thick for the latter to see the vessel.
Two of the sailors being frost-bitten they were promptly taken in hand
and given proper treatinent and all were supplied with dry clothing,
partly from the box furnished by the Women’s National Relief Associa-
tion and partly from the wardrobes of the station crew, until their own
wet garments could be dried. They were sheltered and fed at the sta-
tion for several days. The sloop was subsequently raised and taken to
New York by wreckers.

January 9.—The schooner Lillie Ernestine, of Patchogue, Long Island,
New York, bound from New York to York River, Virginia, in ballast,
with a crew of five men, which had anchored the day previous in the
vicinity of Chincoteague Shoals, off Fishing Point, coast of Virginia,
during a furious gale, parted her cables at 3 o’clock in the morning and
was driven ashore about a mile southeast of the Assateague Beach
Station, (Fifth District.) The weather at the time was rainy and there -
was a frightful sea running. The station crew had kept watch on the
vessel for hours, fearing that her anchors would not hold and that she
would be driven into the breakers. It was not, therefore, a surprise to
them when the north patrol dashed into the station shortly before G
o’clock and reported that she had stranded on one of the outlying
shoals, about three-quarters of a mile from the shore. He had just dis-
covered her through the storm as he returned over his beat. She was
so far off that the use of the breeches-buoy apparatus was out of the
question, and their only hope lay in the boat. The latter was, therefore,
securely lashed to its carriage to prevent it from being blown off by the
gale, which had altained such a velocity that the men. could scarcely
stand up against it, and a start was made. The drag was a heavy one,
and had it not been for the aid of the faithful old horse Neptune, be-
longing to the station, it is doubtful whether they could have accom-
plished anything, the beach being in such bad condition that in places
the wheels of the carriage sank half way to the hubs. They arrived
abreast of the vessel at last, and with the greatest hardship and diffi-
culty got the boat afloat and out over the bar. The heavy sea and
switt current, however, proved too much for them, and after vain efforts
to reach the vessel they were compelled to change their plans. They
did not return directly to the beach, but squared away for Tom’s Inlet,
and upon getting inside pulled up in the comparatively smooth water
to a point of vantage well to the windward of the schooner. The boat
was then dragged across the beach to the outer shore and again
launched. Twice they were driven back by the great barrier of water,
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but the third attempt was happily successful, and after a most heroic
struggle against tremendous odds the vessel was reached. It was then
about 8 o’clock and broad daylight. The five men were quickly taken
into the boat, with their effects, and in a few minutes all hands,
drenched to the skin, reached the beach. 1t was a proud moment for
the kecper and his men. They had rescued the schooner’s crew under
most trying conditions, in the face of one of the most violent tempests
that had visited the coast for years; the records ot the Signal-Service
stations at various points showing that the wind attained a velocity of
sixty or seventy miles an hour. The castaways were made as comfort-
able as the extreme severity of the weather would permit. The bays
and creeks being all frozen over they remained at the station until
January 12th, when, the storm having abated, they went back on board
the schooner to make preparations for getting her off. On the follow-
ing day (13th,) the station crew boarded the vessel and helped recover
her ground tackle and clear up things generally. 'I'hey also assisted,
on the 16th, in planting anchors offshore preparatory to heaving her
afloat. The schooner was subsequently released in a badly damaged
condition (February 4th,) by a party of wreckers from Chincoteague.

The captain made the following acknowledgment to the life-saving
crew :

¢ CHINCOTEAGUE, VIRGINIA,
“January 18, 1886.
¢«CarT. JAMES T. TRACY,
“ Keeper Life-Saving Station, Assateague Beack':

“MY DEAR SIR: I feel it not only a duty but a pleasure to say how
much I and my men appreciate the services of the Assateague life-
saving crew in coming to our assistance onJanuary9,1886,s0 promptly,
regardless of the severity of the fearful gale that was blowing at the
time, and rescuing us and our effects, and also kindly caring for us at
the station through the few following days of severe cold. Our Gov-
ernment should be glad to know it has secured such a courageous and
hard-working crew. It is certainly not too much to say that these men
are not only doing what they are paid to do, but that and more. I have
been a seaman for forty years and never before needed relief, and if I
ever do again I hope it may be given by just such another set of men.
They every one have my thanks and good wishes.

“J, SMITH TERRY,
“ Of Northport, Long Island, Master of Schooner Lillie Ernestine.”

January 10.—Foran account of the wreck of the three-masted schooner
T. B. Witherspoon, of Camden, Maine, and the loss of seven lives, a mile
and a half distant from the Surfside Station, (Second District,) Nan-
tucket, Massachusetts, see page 35. But two of the schooner’s crew
were saved.

January 10.—At 10 o’clock in the forenoon, during the prevalence of
a cold northwest gale, the crew of the Cobb’s Island Station, (Fifth
District,) coast of Virginia, launched their boat in response to a signal
for assistance and brought over from Boue Island, half a mile south of
the station, four men who were without the means of returning and
were suffering hardship through the exhaustion of their supply of fuel
and water.

January 10.—At 7 o’clock in the evening the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (I'ifth District,) coast of Virginia, saw a steamer run-
ning in towards the beach and almost ashore. The wind was -blowing
hard from the northwest and she was evidently making for smoother
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water, unaware that she was so close. The surfman quickly warned
her by burning a Coston signal, when she at once changed her course
and made a good offing. :

January 10.—At noon of this date the keeper of the Santa Rosa Sta-
tion, (Eighth District,) coast of Florida, discovered the dead body of a
~olored man, apparently about twenty years of age, washed up on the
inside beach half a mile to the westward of the station. The corpse
was scantily clad and there were no marks to identify it. Word was
immediately sent to the coroner at Pensacola, who, on account of stormy
weather, did not arrive until the 14th. After an inquest the keeper as-
gisted to inter the remains.

January 11.—At about 4 o’clock in the afternoon the small British
schoouner Alveita, of Saint John, New Brunswick, bound from Grand
Manan Island, in that Province, to Eastport, Maine, laden with fresh
fish, stranded on Crowell’s Ledge, about one mile and a quarter north-
northeast of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine.
The keeper of the station saw the vessel when she struck, and the life-
saving crew launched their boat from the reliéf-house, located on the
northern shore, and went to her assistance. The captain, however, de-
clined the services offered, stating that he would not at once make
efforts to float his craft, but requested that some one come off to him
wheun the tide left the vessel, as then the extent of the damages could
Le ascertained. At about 8 o’clock, at low water, the keeper walked
out on the ledge and found that the schooner had knocked off her shoe
and forefoot. He held the light while the crew planted an anchor, and
gave them careful instructions about steering in case they got afloat
during the night. Before daylight she was hove clear of the rocks and
continued on her way in safety.

January 11.—While the crew of the Crumple Island Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine, were on their way to Jonesport, in the surf-
boat, early in the morning of this date, they noticed a vessel, with a flag
of distress in the rigging, anchored between Drisco and Plummer Isl-
ands, about four miles northwest of the station. The life-saving men
at once pulled alongside, and found her to be the British schooner
Mary Theall, of Windsor, Nova Scotia, in ballast, bound to Parrsboro’,
in that Province, from Boston, Massachusetts. She had been out in the
easterly gale of the 9th, and during the storm had lost her boat and had
all her sails, except the inner jib, blown away. She managed to find a
harbor and came to an anchor, about dark of the 10th, in the berth above
mentioned. Iler crew of four men were well-nigh exhausted from ex-
posure to the cold and weather and loss of sleep, having beeun buffeted
about by contrary winds and tempestuous seas for five days. The keeper
took the captain with him to Jonesport, where the latter procured sails
and returned, with the surfmen, to the schooner. The station men as-
sisted to bend the canvas and then lent a hand in working the vessel
into Sawyer’s Cove, where she was safely moored before nightfall.

January 11.—On the morning of the 9th, during an easterly gale and
snow-storm, the fishing-sloop Little Romp, of Saint George, Maine, with
no one on board, was sunk by the heavy seas breaking over her while
at her moorings off Calf Island, a mile and half northwest of the White
Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. On account of interven-
ing islands the accident was not observed from the station, and the first
information regarding it was brought by the master of the sloop, early
in the morning of this date, who requested the assistance of the life-
saving crew. The latter at onco set out and reached the scene of the
mishap at about 8 o’clock. The surfmen swept the bottom with grapnels
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and lines, and found the sunken craft in three fathoms of water. They
then rigged a Spanish windlass across two boats, and, by energetic work,
raised the sloop, bailed her out, removed the ballast, towed her ashore,
and bauled her up on Calf Island, where she was left in charge of the
owner.

January 11.—Immediately after hauling the sloop Little Romp on
shore the crew of the White Head Station, (First District,) coast of
Maine, went to the assistauce of the three-masted schooner Belle Halli-
day, of Boston, Massachusetts, which had anchored in a dangerous
position near the rocks behind Spruce Head Island, about two miles
northeast of the station. She was bound from Baltimore, Maryland,
to Booth Bay, Maine, with a cargo of coal and a crew of seven men,
and had encountered a heavy easterly storm on the 9th, in which she
lost her best anchor and had part of her sails blown away. The mate
had three ribs broken and the crew were frost-bitten and otherwise dis-
abled. The life-saving men boarded the vessel shortly before noon and
found the steamer Iris, belonging to the Light-House Establishment,
alongside of her. The surfmen hove up the schooner’s anchor, ran a
hawser to the steamer, and the former was towed to a sheltered berth
in Seal Harbor. The master was anxious to reach a port where his
crew could receive medical aid and where he could have his sails re-
paired. Later in the day the revenue-cutter Woodbury hove in sight
and was signaled by the station men, and, at their request, she towed
the schooner to Rockland.

January 11.—During the midnight to 4 A. M. watch the patrol of the
Point of Woods Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New
York, sighted a steamer close to the breakers and almost ashore. He
at once tlashed a Coston light, when, taking warning by it, the vessel
quickly changed her course and made a good offing.

Junuary 11.—At 4 o’clock in the afternoon the lookout at the Point of
Woods Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, dis-
covered a ship’s boat full of men approaching the shore from seaward.
The weather at this tine was intensely cold, with the thermometer al-
most at zero, and there was a high and dangerous sea running. The
boat was thickly coated with ice, and it could be plainly seen by the
movements of the people that they were nearly exhausted. The station
crew at once put off in the surf-boat to their assistance. The men, ten
in number, were part of the crew of twenty-one, belonging to the steam-
ship Hylton Castle, of North Shields, England, which had foundered at
10 o’clock that morning, some twelve miles offshore, while on a voyage
from New York to Rouen, France, deeply laden with grain. When the
vessel went down all hands had taken to the boats, this one being in
charge of the mate, while the other, with eleven men in it, in charge of
the captain, was still somewhere in the offing, the two having parted
company soon after they left the ship. Three of the surfinen were trans-
ferred to the boat to bring it in over the bar, while the castaways, who
were nearly all more or less frost-bitten,were taken into the surf-boat and
conveyed ashore to the station and comfortably provided for. A watch
was also set and word sent to the adjacent stations to be on the look-
out for the other boat in case it should attempt to land. The ten mer
remained at the station until the following day (12th,) when they were
dispatched along the beach, and with the aid of the crews of the Lone
Hill and Blue Point Stations, to the eastward, reached Patchogue, on
the main-land, for passage by rail to New York. The missing captain’s
boat was picked up the night of the 11th by the fishing schooner Stephen
Woolsey, of New London, and towed into New York on the 13th.

a
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January 11.—The fishing schoouner Mary S. Roundy, of Seabright,
New Jersey, with a crew of five men, came into New Inlet the evening
of the 8th, in company with two other vessels (one of which was the
sloop Millie, wrecked on that date,) to make a barbor and escape an
easterly gale which was threatening. On the following day (9th,) the
wind shilted to the westward and the bay froze over. The schooner
had succeeded in anchoring safely, but, on the morning of this date,
the heavy ice drifted afoul of her and she dragged up the harbor, was
cat through, and sank on a shoal about a mile and a half north of the
Little Egg étation, Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The cap-
tain set a signal of distress in the rigging, but the life-savers found it
impossible to reach him from the bay shore, and, therefore, took their
boat to the outside beach and launched it through the surf, working
their way round, after a hard struggle with the floating ice, into the in-
let. The vessel rolled over on her beam ends before the station men
reached her. They found a man shivering with the cold in a dory, the
latter being fast by its painter to the schooner. The rest of the crew had
hurriedly taken refuge on board a near-lying craft and had left this man
in the boat, which was without oars and half filled with codfish. The
surfmen took him to his shipmates, where he was put in the cabin and
cared for, the dory and its contents Leing also turned over to them.
The captain of the smack, to which the wrecked sailors had gone, im-
mediately got under way and put to sea for New York.

January 12.—The crew of the Race Point Station, (Second District,)
coast of Massachusetts, picked up a trunk filled with clothing, that had
washed ashore, belonging to one of the crew of the schooner Isaac Carl-
ton, wrecked near the Fourth Cliff, Scituate, Massachusetts, during the

-gale of the 9th. It was subsequently forwarded to the owner at Boston.

January 12.—Un this date, during a severe northerly gale and rain-
storm, an old Mexican fisherman arrived at the Brazos Station, (Eighth
District,) coast of Texas, wet and benumbed with cold. The keeper
gave him stimulants and warm food and provided him with clothing
from the supplies donated by the Women’s National Relief Association.
('fhe man was sheltered and cared for at the station for nearly three

ays.

January 13.—At 1 o’clock in the afternoon a steamer was observed
dangerously near the outer shoals, off the False Cape Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, and the keeper quickly hoisted the International
Code signal J. D., (* You are standing into danger.”) The vessel at
once sheered off and went clear.

January 13.— At half-past 6 o’clock in the morning the south patrol
of the Cape Fear Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, dis-
covered a vessel ashore on the eastern edgeof Frying Pan Shoals, about
tive miles to the southward and eastward of the station. The life-sav-
ers immediately launched their surf-Loat and went to her assistance.
She proved to be the schooner Messenger, of Saco, Maine, bound from
New York to Brunswick, Georgia, with a cargo of railroad iron and a
crew of eight men. At the time of the mishap a light northerly wind
prevailed with clear weather and a moderate sea. The master attrib.
uted the cause of the accident to an unusual deviation of the com-
pass induced Ly the nature of his cargo, since he was running, as
he thought, the proper course, and supposed himself clear of all dan-
gers when the vessel struck. As the life-saving crew got alongside of
the stranded craft the U. S. revenue-cutter Colfar hove in sight and
stood towards them. After arriving on the scene she signaled the
station men, who went off to her, and it was decided by the captain of
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the steamer to try and get the craft afloat, as the tide was rising and
the conditions were favorable for operations. The surfmen accordingly
carried out a hawser to the schooner and then boarded her and worked
the sails while the cutter steamed ahead at full speed on the line, and
at half-past 10 the vessel was pulled clear of the shoals. As she gave
some pretty hard thumnps just before coming off, and was found to be
making a good deal of water, the master decided to enter port for re-
pairs. The cutter therefore towed the schooner over the Cape Fear bar
into Smithville, the station crew remaining by her until she arrived
safely in the harbor.” The following letter was subsequently given to
the keeper:

¢ WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, January 18, 1886.

¢« This is to certify that I, John Falker, master of the schooner Mes-
senger, ran ashore on the Frying Pan Shoals at 6 A. M., January 13th,
and that the crew of the Cape Fear Life-Saving Station were very
prompt in boarding the vessel and rendering all assistance in their
power.
¢ J. FALKER.”

January 14.—The crew of the Lone Hill Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, recovered from the surf, near the sta-
tion, a fishing seine, which they delivered to the rightful owner.

January14.—On this date the keeper of the Monmouth Beach Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, seeing a large red buoy abeut a
quarter of a mile offshore, that had been dragged from its position in
New York Bay by a field of drift-ice, reported the fact to the proper
authorities. It was subsequently recovered Ly the light-house tender,
the latter being guided to the buoy through the flag-signals displayed
at the station. .

January 16.—At half-past 5 o'clock in the morning, during a fresh
northeast wind and heavy sea, a fishing dory containing three men was
capsizéd and dashed to pieces a short distance from the Race PointSta-
tion, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts. The crew narrowly
escaped to the shore with their lives. They came to the station and
the surfmen rendered them all possible aid in recovering their trawls
and boat-gear. ,

January 16.—Three of the crew of the Caffey’s Iulet Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina, were engaged for three hours in re-
leasing from the ice in the bay, some four miles from the station, a boat
belonging to a man named Outlaw. The boat was recovered an(i taken
to a place of safety. .

January 17.—In the forenoon the dead body of an unknown colored
man was found on the beach by surfmen of the Shark River Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. There was nothing on the body
by which it could be identified, the supposition being that it was one of
the drowned sailors belonging to the schooner Mary G. Farr, destroyed
by fire off the coast on the 8th instant. The remains were cared for
until the coroner arrived and took charge of them. For an account of
this disaster, see page 28.

January 17.—The south patrol of the Ocean City Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Maryland, an hour or two before daylight, saw a steamer
running too near the bar. He quickly burned a Coston signal, and the
steamer heeding it, kept off and went clear.

. January 17.—At 2 o’clock in the morning the crew of the Little Island
Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, were aroused by the south

A
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patrol with the report that there was a steamer ashore three miies be-
low the station. He had discovered her an hour previous quite close
to the bar, and immediately gave her warning by burning a Coston
light. It was too late, however, as she stranded while atterpting to
sheer off, her head having swung to the northeast when she struck.
Just as they were leaving the station the men were joined Ly the north
patrol of the False Cape Station, who, seeing from his beat tho signal
to the vessel, had hurried forward and arrived just in time to go in the
boat. There was quite a rough sea tumbling in, but they reached the
vessel at 3 o’clock. She proved to be the Serpko, of Sunderland, Eng-
land, bound from Gibraltar, Spain, to Baltimore, Maryland, with a
cargo of iron ore; the crew,all told, numbering twenty-two men. The
keeper offered his services and advised the captain to start tho engines,
which had been stopped when she struck. He also gave him all neces-
sary information regarding the tides. In half an hour from the time
the machinery was started the steamer began to move in her sandy bed,
and by 4 o’clock she got entirely afloat. Keeper Belanga then piloted
%er off to a safe distance and left her on her course for Chesapeake

ay.

January 18.—Early in the morning, the wind blowing strong from the
northwest, a large number of coasters ran in and anchored under the
land for shelter off Chatham, Massachusetts. A strict watch was kept
on the fleet by the lookout of the Chatham Station, (Second District,)
and at a quarter-past 3 o’clock in the afternoon one ot them was observed
to be aground on the outside bar, about three miles south of the station.
The surf-boat was immediately launched and the life-saving crew pulled
to the vessel. She proved to be the coal-laden schooner Lexington, of
Machias, Maine, bound from New York to Boston, with a crew of six men.
It was found that she had grounded at her anchorage and the crew, in
attempting to get her clear, had hove the vessel farther on the shoal,
and that she was hard and fast. The station men, without delay, car-
ried out a kedge and hawser. The influx of the tide made rouagh water,
and the schooner pounded 8o heavily on the bottom that the small anchor,
failing to hold, was dragged through the sand, while the heavo of the sea
was continually working the craft towards the inner bar, whero there
was greater danger. Accordingly one of the large anchors was taken
from the bow and planted, but even with this, and the additional aid of
the sails, she could not be kept in position. She was now thumping
hard and leaking badly, with night coming on. The captain and crew,
giving up all hope of saving the vessel, began making preparations to
abandon her, and got together their personal effects for that purpose.
The only chance left was the bare possibility of finding deep water some-
where between the shoals, and the ability of the men to keep her free with
the pumps so long as she remained intact. The keeper felt reluctant to
desert the schooner while there was still the slightest prospect of extri-
cating her, 8o he suggested to the captain, after the canvas was furled,
to employ the crew of a shore-boat, that had just been alongside, to
assist in the work, and to be in readin¢ss to lend a hand in case of sudden
emergency. This proposition was promptly acceded to, and shortly
after those on board the vessel had the satisfaction of seeing her head
swing gradually offshore, being evidence of the fact that she had at last
entered deeper water, and that the anchor had taken hold. No time was
lost in spreading sail, and for a while they held their own against the
seas that had been sweeping them towards the heavy breakers on the
shoals, then only & hundred yards distant. The wind, which began to
freshen somewhat and was now in their favor, drove the craft slowly
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ahead. The surfmen quickly turned to, and, with the help of the others,
hove her well up to her anchor, where she was soon safely atloat. They
remained on board long enough to see that she could be kept free with
the pumps, and then returned to the station. The captain was thus
enabled to resume his voyage, and was profuse in his thanks for the
timely and valuable services of the station force, on account of whose
skillful and persevering efforts the loss of the schooner was happily
averted. On his arrival in Boston, as a further proof of his high appre-
ciation, he sent a small present to each member of the life-saving crew.

January 18.—At 5 o’clock in the morning the north patrol of the Ocean
City Station, (I'ifth District,) coast of Maryland, warned off a schooner
which was dangerously near the bar by burning a Coston signal. She
at once changed her course and escaped disaster.

January 18.—Shortly after noon the crew of the I'alse Cape Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, saw a steamer approaching danger-
ously near the outlying shoals off I'alse Cape. They at ouce hoisted

_ the International Code signal, J. D., (* You are standing into danger,”)
which had the desired eftect; the steamer answering Ly showirg the
British ensign and immediately changing her course.

January 19.—The fishing-schooner Georgiana, of Greeuport, New
York, with a crew of three men, while at anchor in the harbor near
Absecon Inlet, had her chain parted by the drifting ice, and, at about
11 o’clock in the morning, she stranded on the beach a quarter of a mile
north of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jer-
sey. The life-saving crew reached her soon after she grounded. As
the captain of the boat had no available gear for hauling her off the
surfmen returned to the station and procured lines and tackles for that
purpose. They boarded her again in the afternoon, and by vigorous
work succeeded, at 3 o’clock, in floating her without damage. She was
then got under way and worked into a safe berth.

January 19.—At half-past 9 o’clock at night the acting keeper of the
Chicago Station, (Eleventh District,) Lake Michigan, as he was on the
wharf, discovered a man coming down the river on the ice. He was
staggering along in a peculiar way and shortly after was observed to
fall. Summoning assistance, the regular life-saving crew being off duty
for the winter season, the surfman went off and brought the man to the
station. The latter’s despondent and singular actions gave cause for
apprehension, so the police patrol-wagon was sent for and he was taken
in charge by the city authorities. The weather being extremely cold
he had a narrow escape from freezing to death.

January20.—Two of the crew of the Georgica Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, assisted in recovering from the surt,
a mile and a half east of the station, a fishing-boat which hud capsized
while coming in over the bar with a catch of fish. The two fishermen
who were in the boat at the time of the accident got ashore before as-
sistance could arrive. Their trawls were also recovered subsequently
by the crew of the Mecox Station, the next station to the west.

January 20.—While entering Absecon Iunlet, shortly Lefore midnight
of the preceding date, and in attempting. to clear a large field of drift-
ing ice, the sloop Idlewild, of Atlantic City, New Jersey, laden with a
cargo of fish, and having a crew of two men, stranded on the west shore,
about half a mile north of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey. No immediate assistanco could Le rendered, as
the tide was then falling ; as soon as the latter turned, at about 3 o’clock
in the morning, (20th,) the patrolman, with the aid of the keeper, helpes
the crew of the sloop to run out and plant an anchor. Afterwards they
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boarded her in a small boat, and by the use of a line that had been
obtained from the station she was hove clear of the beach and assisted
to a safe berth. :

January 20.—The crew of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,)
coast of New Jersey, on this date, went to the assistance of another
fishing craft, the sloop Eugene, of Seabright, New Jersey. While her
crew of five men were away gathering clams, the running ice cut her
through, and she sank near the Inlet wharf, three quarters of a mile
north of the station. The next day, (21st,) at the suggestion of the
keeper, two small vessels were brought alongside of the sloop, and,
with tackles and lines obtained from the station, strenuous efforts were
made to raise her, but the several attempts failed. She was afterwards
abandoned.

January 20, 21.—The crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth
District,) coast of North Carolina, labored assiduously on these dates
in launching the small schooner Ella, of New Berne, North Carolina,
that dragged ashore from her anchorage in Pamlico Sound during the
heavy westerly gale of the 9th. She was driven on the beach about
two and a balf miles south-southwest of the station. The owner, in the
meantime, was perfecting arrangements to get his vessel off, and did
not require the aid of the life-saving force until noon of the 20th, when
the latter went to his assistance and succeeded in moving the stranded
craft about a hundred yards, to a position where she floated at high
water. She sustained sowme slight injuries, and her cargo of corn and
general merchandise was partly damaged. At the timo of the accident
the schooner was bound from Elizabeth City, North Carolina, to Big
Kinnakeet, in the same State, and had a crew of three men on board.
The owner was very thankful for the valuable services of the station
crew.

January 21.—During the night one of the crew of the Long Beach
Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York, while on
patrol, warned off by Coston signal a vessel which was almost ashore.

January 21.—While the crew of the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, were at work on the Eugene, (an account
of which appears under date of the 20th,) the captain of the schooner
Georgiana, (the vessel.assisted two days before,) wishing to reach a safer
harbor, attempted to enter the inlet at about half-past 3 o’clock in the
afternoon, during the prevalence of a thick fog. Although he made out
two of the buoys that mark the channal he got off his course for some
unknown reason, and grounded on the south shoal. Being in a dan-
gerous position the crew at once took to their boat and rowed to the
shore. In the meantime, the wind having changed, the fog lifted suffi-
ciently for the beach patrol to discern the vessel. He reported the
mishap to the keeper, who immediately mustered his crew and went out
to the disabled craft. It was found that she had filled with water, and,
a8 the sea was then breaking over her, nothing of consequence could
be done in the way of stripping her. At about 7 o’clock in the evening
the stern broke up and came ashore. The following day (22d,) the
surfmen, at the request of the captain of the schooner, tore up what
was left of her and saved the spars, anchors, chains, some of the sails,
and a part of the rigging. These articles, together with fragments of
the wreck, were subsequently sold, as was also a small quantity of cod-
fish that was recovered from the cargo.

January 21.—Shortly before 8 o’clock in the evening the south patrol
of the North Beach Station, (Fifth District,) Maryland, burned a Coston
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signal to warn a steamer which wasin danger ot running on shore. The
steamer immediately sheered off aud proceeded safely.

January 21.—About one hour after midnight the patrol of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned off a vessel
which was standing in towards land by burniog a Coston signal. The
vessel immediately hauled off and went clear.

January 21.—At about twenty minutes past 7 o’clock the lookout at
the Louisville Station, (Ninth District,) Louisville, Kentucky, observed
the steamer Maggie Harper, of that place, which had left the levee only
a few minutes before, on her way to Madison, Indiana, caught by a large
ice-floe, in the rapid current of the river, and carried through the Ken-
tucky chute of the falls. She had a crew of thirty persons, besides
three passengers, and was laden with a valuable miscellaneous cargo.
Several of the boatmen at once put oft to her assistance, and, after a
hard pull through the heavy drift-ice, reached the imperiled vessel,
which had been worked up into the eddy below the cross-dam and for-
tunately brought under control. The keeper bad, in the meantime, got
out a second boat, and, with the help of some men on the levee, taken
it on board the ferry-boat . C. Hite. As soon as the falls pilot, who
had been previously sent for, arrived, the Hite steamed out near the In-
diana chute, where she was held until the life-saving men launched and
manpned their boat. Taking the pilot with them they were soon along-
sidethe distressed craft, when both the station-boats were quickly hoisted
on board. The steamer was then taken safely over the fallsand brought
back to Louisville by way of the canal. The life-saving crew deserve
meuch credit for their prompt and efficient work on this occasion.

January 23.—A vessel that was observed to be running too near the
land was warned of her danger by the night patrol of the Turtle Gut
Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, who flashed his red
. Coston light. She at oncs changed her course and stood off shore.

January 23.—The crews of the Cape Hatteras and Creed’s Hill Sta-
tions, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, were both engaged on
this date in assisting to launch the schooner Hennie, of Elizabeth City,
North Carolina. She parted her cable during the heavy westerly gale
of the 9th,and went ashore on King’s Point, in Pamlico Sound, about six
miles to the westward of the first and three miles to the northward of
the last named station. After breaking away from her anchorage an
attempt was made to weather the shore by setting the mainsail, but
the wind burst the canvas, and the schooner was driven high out on the
beach, where the crew of three men left her and spent the night in the
woods, not being able to find a house on account of the intense dark-
ness. Owing tothe thick growth of trees that intervened, the accident
was not observable from either station. On the 23d the captain of the
stranded vessel applied to the life-saving men for assistance and they at
once proceeded to the scene of the mishap. They pried the craft ap
and put skids under her and she was moved about seventy-five yards
into the water. On the 29th the flood tide advanced high enough to
float her. She came off somewhat damaged, and her cargo ot oysters,
which was obtained in Robinsonw’s Channel, and was being taken to
Elizabeth-City, proved an entire loss.

January 24.—The crew of the Cape Henry Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of Virginia, discovered, during a temporary lull in the storm pre-
vailing on this date, a schooner at anchor several miles oft shore, to
the southward and eastward of the station, with a signal of distress fly-
ing. They immediately telegraphed to Norfolk for a steamer to be sent
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to her assistance, and a few hours later the wrecking-steamer Victoria
J. Peed went out and towed the vessel to port.

January 26.—The night patrol of the Spermaceti Cove Station,(Fourth
Distriet,) coast of New Jersey, on this date, found a sixteen-foot boat
in the surf. It was hauled out on the beach near the station, where it
remained for several months unclaimed. The State Commissioner of
WWrecks was, therefore, duly notified to take charge of the property.

January 26, 27.—At 8 o'clock on the night of the 26th, during the
prevalence of a northeasterly storm with thick weather, the schooner
Jennie Beasley, of Bucksport, Maine, was wrecked on the coast of North
Carolina, about one mile north of the Carrituck Inlet Station, (Sixth
District.) She had seven persons on board, including the captain’s
wife, and was bound from Clark’s Cove, Massachusetts, to Wilmington,
North Carolina, with a cargo of guano. She struck about three hun-
dred yards from the shore, and was discovered at half-past 8 by the
patrol, who gave the alarm as quickly as possible. An hour later the
crew were on the ground with the beach-apparatus, the sea being too
rough for boat service. The vessel by this time had worked in to within
two hundred yards of the beach, and, although the weather was so thick
that she could scarcely be seen, they were successful in establishing
communication with the first shot. The whip was at once hauled oftf
and the hawser followed, and then matters came to a stand through the
fouling of the gear, owing to the strong current alongshore and the in-
numerable stumps and roots of trees which stndded the beach far out
beyond low-water mark, the lines becoming so twisted and entangled
that it was impossible to clear them until daybreak. It should be
stated that before the hawser was sent off the Currituck crew had been
reinforced by pertions of the crews of the Wash Woods and Whale’s
Head Stations, the next adjacent stations north and south, whom
Keeper Etheridge had summoned by telephone to his aid before setting
out. It was a weary watch during the remainder of the night, the
weather being rainy and cold; but day broke at last upon the scene,
and as soon as it was light enough the men lost no time in clearing the
entangled lines, although it was a difficult task, as they had to wade
out into the surf almost neck-deep to accomplish it. When everything
was in readiness the breeches-buoy was sent off, and by 8 o’clock (27th,)
the unfortunate people were ashore and safely housed at the station,
where their dripping garments were quickly replaced with dry ones
from the supply donated by the Women’s National Relief Association.
On January 31st the station crew aided in stripping the wreck of sails
and rigging and getting them ashore. As the bay was frozen over and
no communication could be had with the main-land, the sailors were
compelled to remain at the station until February 2d, a period of eight
days, or until an opportunity offered for sending them by steamer to
Norfolk. The captain remained still longer to sell the wreck at auction
and close up his affairs. He left on February 12th.

January 27.—At about 10 o'clock at night, during thick and foggy
weather, the patrol of the Sea Isle City Station, (Fourth District,) coast
of New Jersey, discovering a vessel standing dangerouslyaear the shore,
warned her off by flashing his Coston signal.

January 27.—During the midnight to 4 o’clock watch the patrol of
Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, sighted a
steamer heading towards the beach and almost ashore. He at once
flashed a Coston signal to warn her, when she put her helin hard a-port,
and, upon gaining an offing, came to anchor. She was evidently bound
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in to the Delaware. It was a close shave, as in a few moments she
would have struck.

January 28.—The keeper of the Chicamicomico Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of North Carolina, during the day, went to the assistance
-of the family of Edward Payne who were badly burned by the acci-
dental explesion of a quantity of kerosene oil kept in their dwelling.
Although he used every means in his power to allay the sufferings of
the zdﬂiicted people, two of the children soon died from the injuries re-
ceived.

January 29.—The lookout of the Ocean City Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) coast of New Jersey, at about half-past 1 o’clock in the afternoon,
during misty and rainy weather, observed a large steamer heading di-
rectly for the bar. He at once ran up the International Code signal J.
D., (*¢ You are standing into danger,”) when the vessel hauled off just
in time to save herself from grounding on the shoals.

January 30.— At about 3 o’clock in the morning, during a thick fog,
the west patrol of the Shinnecock Station, (Third District,) coast of
Long Island, New York, discovered a vessel standing inon the wind, and
almost ashore. He promptly ignited a red Coston signal as a warning
of danger, when the craft immediately went about and stood oft out of
sight on the other tack.

January 30.—On this date the body of a man washed ashore about
half a mile north of the Deal Station, (Fourth District,) coast of
New Jersey. It was supposed to be one of the crew of the schooner
Mary @. Farr, destroyed by fire off shore, three weeks previous.
The remains were taken in charge by the surfinen, and the coroner duly
potified. For an account of the loss of the vessel see page 28.

January 30.—Two fishermen were swamped while crossing the bar of
Manasquan River, about half a mile to the southward of the Squan
Beach Station, (Fourth District,) New Jersey, and were rescued by two
of their craft who happened to be crossing the shoals at the same time.
They were brought to the station, warmed and cared for, one of the
men being furnished with dry clothing, and afterwards being conducted
to his home, some distance away, by a member of the life-saving crew.

January 30.—During the watch from 8 o’clock to midnight the north
patrol of the Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth District.) coast of Dela-
ware, observed a steamer standing in towards the beach as though un-
aware of her danger. He at once Hashed a red Coston signal as a warn-
ing, but she seemed to take no notice of it. A second signal, a few
moments later, was effectual, however, as she then changed her course,
blowing her whistle as she went off.

January 30.—The north patrol of the Bodie's Island Station, (Sixth
Distriet,) coast of North Carolina, at about 11 o’clock at night, saw the
lights of a steamer approaching the land. The craft was too close in
for safety and the surfman discharged a Coston signal, when she imme-
diately altered her course and stood out of danger.

January 31.—At halt-past 12 o’clock at night a patrolman of the Race
Point Statior, (Sezond District,) coast of Massachusetts, discovered a
schooner ashore on the outer bar, about five hundred yards from the
beach and one mile east-northeast ot the station. He burned his red
Coston light, which was almost immediately answered, and then has-
tened to alarm the crew. The wind was blowing strong from the north-
west, with occasional snow-squalls. Before the surfmen reached the
station all hands had been called and the beach-apparatus manned, as
the flash of the signal had been seen by the western patrol, who at once
took measures to summon the men. After a hard pull through the soft
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sand the crew finally arrived with the gear abreast of the stranded ves-
sel. One shot was fired from the gun, but the line fell short. Meantime
word had been sent for assistance to the Peaked Hill Bars Station, next
adjacent to the eastward. As soon as the additional force reached the
scene a hurried consultation was had Dbetween the keepers, and it was
decided to obtain boats and attempt a rescue through the breakers, al-
though the latter were surging furiously along the beach and the chance
seemed hazardous. Accordingly both crews returned to the Race Point
Station for the surf-boat and succeeded in hauling it to a point opposite
the schooner at about 5 o’clock, while one of their number hastened to
Provincetown to procure horses to draw the boat from the more dis-
tant station. At daylight efforts were again made to fire a line over
the vessel bat without success, as she was too far off the land. The
Race Point crew now proceeded to effect a launch through the heavy
seas, but after two desperate trials, in each of which the boat capsized
and threw the men out, the undertaking had to be abandoned. Three
of the crew received painful injuries and were nearly drowned. Had
it not been for the presence of their fellow-surfmen, who promptly rashed
in and helped them out of the breakers, their fate would have been un-
certain. At 11 o’clock the wind abated somewhat, and the turn of the
tide smoothed the sea sufficiently to enable the crew of the Peaked Hill
Bars Station to go off and bring ashore the imperiled sailors. The
schooner proved to be the Sophie Krans, of Boston, Massachusetts,
bound from Perth Amboy, New Jersey, to Portland, Maine, with a cargo
of coal and a crew of nine men all told. She went to pieces two days
later (February 2d,) and with the exception of a quantity of material
that was saved by wreckers, became a total loss, as did also the carge.

January 31.—Just before sunrise the north patrol of the Parramore’s
Beach Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, burned a Coston sig-
nal to warn a steamer that was running too near the beach. As she
did not at once change her course, the surfinan burned a second signal,
which was responded to with a blast of the steam-whistle, and the ves-
sel then sheered off out of danger.

February 1.—The surfman of the Peaked Hill Bars Station, (Second
District,) coast of Massachusetts, on patrol to the eastward, between 4
o’clock and sunrise, discovered a schooner dangerously near the beach .
and warned her off by discharging a Coston light. The west patrol of
the same station, on duty from 8 o’clock until midnight, sighted a tug
standing too near the shore for safety and flashed his red signal to
warn her. She at once changed her course and went clear.

February 1.—Shortly after noon the crew of the Sandy Hook Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, started to the assistance of
the four-masted schooner Charles E. Balch, of Bath, Maine, which,
through mistaking the buoys, had gone ashore in the morning on
Flynn’s Knoll, about two miles northwest of the station. She was
bound from Perth Amboy, New Jersey, to Portland, Maine, laden with
coal, and carrying a crew of ten persons. The surfmen, after rowing
half the distance against a strong head wind, were picked up by pilot
boat No. 10, and towed to windward of the stranded vessel. from which
vantage-point they were enabled to drop down and board her. The
station men assisted in laying out a kedge-anchor, which could not have
been done in the swift-running tide by the schooner’s crew unaided.
They remained on board, lending whatever help they could, until 5§
o’clock, when she was successtully floated and proceeded on her voyage.
The captain was very thankful for the assistance thus rendered.
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February 1.—The crew of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of
Delaware, rescued from a quicksand near Cape Henlopen a horse be-
long to Mr. David Hazzard, of Lewes. But for their tirnely response to
Mr. Hazzard’s call for assistance the animnal would have perished.

February 2.—A man who started from his home at Bay Port, Long
Island, on a shooting expedition, and had dragged his gunning skift
several miles over the soft ice in an attempt to reach Fire Island before
dark, became exhausted on the way and was cared for and sheltered at
the Lone Hill Station, (Third District,) New York. After breakfast the
following moruning he resumed his trip, very thankful for the kind
attentions he received from the surfinen, for want of which he might
have perished with cold during the night.

February 3.—At half-past 11 o’clock at night, during the prevalence
of a northeast gale and blinding snow-storm, the north patrol of the
Fourth Cliff Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, heard
the slatting of sails near the beach and immediately flashed his Coston
signal. He was presently answered Ly the burning of a torch, which
enabled him to make out a schooner ashore several hundred yards off
the Third Cliff, and about a mile and a half from the station. Without
further delay he hurried back and summoned the life-saving crew. The
heavy weather made it practically impossible to row the surf-boat to
the scene of the accident, and nearly three hours would have been lost in
procuring horses to draw it over the sands; so it was determined, as the
most expeditious course, to use the boat belonging to the Massachu-
setts Humane Society, which is kept in a house close by where the
vessel stranded. As the wind and sea were momentarily increasing in
violence, the men set out with all haste and soon had the boat down
near the water’s edge ready to launch. It was finally got off through
the surf, although at the first attempt it was thrown back and balf
filled by the heavy seas. Atter clearing the outer breakers the light
craft, which contained only four thwarts, (three of the surfmen bhaving
been left on the beach,) had to be Lailed out a second time to prevent
swamping. The night was intensely dark, and had it not been for the
vessel’s lights the life-savers would have experienced the utmost ditfi-
culty in tinding their way alongside. The schooner’s crew, numbering

" eight men, were anxious to get ashore, but loth to leave their personal
effects behind, as the latter could not be brought oft at the same time
in so small a boat. The captain said that he bad a good yawl on deck,
but fhe sailors were afraid to take the risk for fear of capsizing, al-
though two of the surfmen offered to help man it. The sea.had now
commenced to break fariously over the vessel and it was getting ex-
tremely dangerous to remain longer on board. By clever management
all hands were safely landed and conducted to the station, where they
were given dry clothing from the supplies furnished by the Women’s
National Relief Association, and provided with hot coffee and food.
They were sheltered and fed until the 6th, when the keeper succeeded
in obtaining transportation for them to Boston. One of the company
had his feet frost-bitten and could not walk, so a conveyance was se-
cured to carry him to the depot. The schooner was the Mary A. Killen,
of Thomaston, Maine, bound from Havana, Cuba, to Boston, with a
valuable cargo of sugars. With the exception of the anchors, chains,
and a portion of the rigging, everything was lost.

February 3.—Shortly Lefore 8 o’clock at night, during a blinding snow-
storm, the western patrol brought to the High Head Station, (Second
District,) coast of Massachusetts, the crew, numbering five men, of the
British schoouver Laura Brown, of Parrsboro’, Nova Scotia, who had

T
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landed on the beach in their own boat after their vessel had struck
on Peaked Hill Bar, about one mile from the station. The wind was
blowing fresh from the north and the weather was so thick that as
soon as the craft stranded the sailors abandoned her and were met,
when they reached the shore, by the surfman on duty, who had flashed
a Coston light a few moments previous. The surt boat was immediate-
ly launched and the life-saving force pulled alongside the schooner and
succeeded in bringing off the personal effects of the castaways. The
men were sheltered at the station over night and during the following
day. At high tide the vessel fortunately worked over the shoals and
well up on the shore, out of reach of the heavy sea which prevailed
along the coast on the two succeeding days. On the 22d she was
floated off by a tug without having sustained serious damage, and towed
to Provincetown, Massachusetts, for repairs. She was bound from
New York to Saint John, New Brunswick, with a cargo of coal.

February 3.—During the watch between 8 o’clock and midnight, the
east patrol of the Blue Point Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Isl-
and, New York, observed a steamer heading toward the beach with
both side-lights plainly in sight. In a little while she would have been
ashore. He promptly flashed a Coston signal to warn her, when she
at once changed her course and sheered out of danger.

February 3.—During the night, a northeasterly snow-storm prevail-
ing at the time, one ot the patrols of the Long Branch Station, (Third
District,) coast of Long Island, New York, sighted the light of a vessel
close to the breakers. He promptly warned her of her danger by dis-
playing a red Coston signal.

February 3.—The patrol of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast
of Delaware, just before 8 o’clock in the evening, discoverad a boat
adrift some ciistance north of the station. He at once obtained the help
of some men in the vicinity and dragged the boat in over the field-ice
fringing the shore to a place of safety.

February 3.—During a northeast gale and blinding snow-storm, in
the night, the crew of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of
Delaware, turned out and saved a boat which had broken adrift from
the Norwegian bark Kromas, lying in the bay. They had much diffi-
culty in getting it out of the ice, but finally succeeded in hauling it up
to a place of safety, where it remained until February 8th, when the
moving of the ice from alongshore permitted its return to the bark.
The.Norwegian captaiu was very thankful for the life-saving crew’s serv-
ice.

February 3.—In the evening, during a hard rain-storm, two castaway
fishermen came to the Caffey’s Inlet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of
North Carolina, and were provided with food and comfortably sheltered
over night.

February 4.—0On this date a yawl-boat which had drifted ashore was
found by the crew of the Parmet River 8tation, (Second District,) Cape
Cod, Massachusetts, and hauled up on the beach out of harm’s way.
It was subsequently shipped to Boston to the agent of the schooner D.
M. Anthony, to which vessel it belonged. )

February 4.—At about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, during a strong
northwest wind and heavy snow-storm, the fishing sloop Alert, of So-
mers’ Point, New Jersey, dragged her anchor while lying in Absecon
Inlet, and went ashore about three-quarters of a mile north-northwest
from the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District.) coast of New Jersey.
The tide was falling at the time, and as soon as it turned, the life-saving
er:w boarded her in 3 small Loat, they being unable to carry the large
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surf-boat to the scene of the mishap, owing to the almost impassable
barriers of ice and snow. They ran out and planted the sloop’s anchor,
and, with a line previously obtained from the station, hove her clear of
the beach at 6 o’clock. This task was accompanied with no little diffi-
culty, as the drift-ice was constantly washing on bLoard the craft, im-
peding the men at their work. The vessel was afterwards got under
way and taken to a safe anchorage. Her crew of two men were very
thankful for this timely assistance.

February 4.—At 9 o'clock at night a vessel standing into danger was
warned off by the patrol of the Dam Neck Mills Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of Virginia, who promptly fired his Coston signal.

February 4.—The north patrol of the Cape Fear Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of North Carolina, early in the morning discovered a
schooner close to the beach making signals for a pilot. As she was in
imminent danger of stranding,the surfman flashed his red Coston light
to warn her off. At daybreak the vessel had worked to a safe anchor-
age a mile from the land.

February 5.—At 7 o'clock in the morning the topmasts of a vessel
were made out, above the thick vapor that hung over the water, about
three miles to the eastward of the Gurnet Station, (Second District,)
coast of Massachusetts. Although no signals of distress were visible,
the life-saving crew launched their boat and started off to her. A brisk
northwest wind was blowing, the weather was very cold, and a high
surf running with a good deal of drift ice. When within half a mile
of the craft it was discovered that she was a three-masted schooner,
with her mizzen-mast and bowsprit carried away, and otherwise dam-
aged. She proved to be the Mabel L. Phillips, of Taunton, Massachu-
setts, bound to Salem, in the same State, with a cargo of coal from Bal-
timore, Maryland. From the captain it was ascertained that early in
the morning of the 4th she had been in collision with the schooner Lucy
Graham, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and the latter had been sunk
twenty miles off shore. The crew, consisting of eight men, all told, were
saved and taken on board his own craft. The surfmen took dispatches
ashore, and one of their number was sent on foot to the telegraph office
at Duxbury, (a distance of nearly twelve miles,) to deliver them, the
roads being too much blocked with snow to use a horse. In the fore-
noon of the following day & steam-tug arrived and towed the schooner
away.

February 6.—At about 10 o’clock in the forenoon the crew of the New
Shoreham Station, (Third District,) Block Island, went off in their boat
to the assistance of the fishing-schooner ZLaura Louise, of Newport,
Rhode Island, which, with a crew of four men, while attemping to leave
on a cruise, had been caught by the ice and swept on a shoal near the
breakwater, a quarter of a mile from the station. The station crew
carried out one of her anchors and succeeded, after an hour or two of
bard work, in releasing the schooner from her dangerous situation.

February 6.—A surtman belonging to the Point of Woods Station,

Third District,) Long Island, New York, while on his way across Great

vuth Bay, discovered two ice-boats jammed in the ice and saved the
spars and sails, which he brought to the station. They were subse-
quently delivered to the owner at Bay Shore.

February 6.—The crew of the Wallop’s Beach Station, (Fifth District,)
coast of Virginia, launched their boat and conveyed to Chincoteague
Island, across the inlet, where they belonged, two fishermen who had
been compelled to abandon their boat in the ice, in the bay, some miles
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% thl? southward, and bad come to the station for assistance in reach-
ing home.

February 6.—At about 1 o'clock in the day the crew of the Cobb’s
Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, assisted in extricating
from a dangerous situation in the ice the small schooner Jokn R. Walter,
of Chincoteague, Virginia, which was being swept out of the harbor by
the strong ebb tide. She had a crew of three men, but they were pow-
erless to do anything without aid. It being impossible to reach her
through the ice with the surf-boat, and as she was not more than fifty
yards from the shore, the life-saving crew ran out their beach-apparatus
and by means of the wreck-gun got a line on board by which they suc-
ceeded in swinging her inshore, out of the heaviest ice, where she lay
safely until the following day, when she was taken back into the harbor.

February 8.—Two wayfarers, tired and hungry, and who could not
safely cross the bay on the ice after dark, came to the Lone Hill Sta-
tion, (Third District,) Long Island, New York, in the evening of this
date, and were given food and sheltered over night.

February 9.—The east patrol of the Hunniwell’s Beach Station, (First
District,) coast of Maine, who had the midnight watch, was attracted
by a signal from a torch, at about 1 o’clock, on board of a vessel Iying
near the North Sugar Loaf, a small rocky islet, a quarter of & mile north-
east of the station. He swung his lantern in response, and speedily
summoned the life-saving crew, who launched their boat and went off
to the distressed craft. She proved to be the schooner Ella M. Hawes,
of Bath, Maine, bound home from Darien, Georgia, with a cargo of pine
timber and a crew of seven men. The surfmen found her in a danger-
ous position, within twenty feet of the rocks. They at once set to work
and carried out a kedge, and when the tide slackened hove her to a safe
anchorage. The captain, who was anxious to obtain a tug, was taken
on shore in the surf-boat, and, after transacting his business, put on
board the schooner again. He warmly thanked the station men for
their services. :

February 9.—The steamer James Barrass, of London, England, car-
rying a crew of twenty-one men, bound from Benisa, Spain, to Balti-
more, Maryland, with a cargo of iron ore, stranded at 8 o’clock at night
on an outlying shoal off False Cape, Virginia, about three miles south-
east of the False Cape Station, (Sixth District.) She was almost imme-
diately discovered by the patrol, and the station crew went off to her in
their boat. The keeper aided the captain with his advice in working
the engines, it being flood-tide, and by half-past 9 they got the steamer
afloat. He then piloted her well clear of the shoals, and saw her safely
on her course for Cape Henry. The False Cape crew were accompanied
on the trip by the north patrol of the Wash Woods Station, who joined
them just as they were about to launch.

February 10.—In the forenoon, at about half-past 10 o’clock, as the
dense fog, which had prevailed during the entire morning, cleared away,
the lookout of the Plum Island Station, (Second District,) coast of Mas-
sachusetts, discovered a stranded schooner some four miles to the south-
ward. While preparations were being made to launch the surf-boat it
was observed, by the aid of the glass, that the crew of the vessel had
safely reached the shore in their dories. The life-saving men, there-
fore, started on foot down the beach and arrived at the scene of the
wreck at noon. They found sixteen fishermen, with their belongings,
not knowing which .way to turn for shelter. From the captain it was
learned that the craft had struck at half-past 5 in the morning, the
weather being so thick that no trace of land was visible. He ascribed
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the cause of the accident to an unknown error of the compass. As the
outlook became threatening, with the rising wind and sea, the instru-
ments and clothing were gathered together and the crew effected a
landing, being unsuccessful in an attempt to run an anchor off shore.
The captain staid on board until the schooner bilged. She was the
ILizzie H. Haskell, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, bound to Boston from
George’s Banks, with a cargo ot fresh fish. Findingthat nothing could
be done to relieve the vessel, the surfmen obtained a conveyance and
the fishermen, with their effects, were taken to the Half-Way House, a
mile to the northward, where half of their number received shelter for
the night, while the other eight were conducted to the station. The
keeper, at the first opportunity, sent a telegram to the owners informing
them of the disaster. The wrecked people were nearly famished with
hunger, having had nothing to eat for the past twenty-four hours. Their
wants were kindly attended to by the surfmen. On the following day
(11th,) the keeper succeeded in procuring free transportation for eleven
of the men to their homes. The schooner almost immediately broke
up and the débris was strewn far and pear along the beach. A gang
of wreckers saved what little they could.

February 10.—The beach patrol of the Ship Bottom Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, at 11 o’clock in the morning, reported a
barkentine ashore abreast of Great Swamp, about one and three-quar-
ter miles northeast by north from the station,and lying nearly three
bhundred yards off the land. The weather at the time was thick and
foggy. The surf-boat was immediately launched, and at a little after
12 o’clock was alongside of the stranded vessel. She was ascertained
to be the Charles Platt, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on her way from
Pernambuco, Brazil; to New York, laden with sugar,and carrying a
crew of ten men. The latter had run out and planted a small anchor,
and were endeavoring to heave her off; the tide was falling so rapialy
that the attempt proved futile and had to be abandoned. The life-sav-
ing men went on board and helped to furl the sails and secure the
hatches ; then, taking the steward and two sick seamen and a quantity
of baggage, they proceeded to the shore. Subsequently the captain
and the remainder of the ship’s company were safely landed, together
with their clothing aund personal effects, which were towed ashore in the
vessels yawl-boat. Eight of the crew took refuge at the Harvey’s
Cedars Hotel, while the captain and first mate were sheltered for about
nine days at the station. The barkentine at once commenced breaking
up and became a total wreck.

February 10.—During the night the patrol of the Little Island Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, seeing a steamer running too close
in shore discharged a red Coston signal, trom which the craft took warn-
ing and sheered off.

February 11.—When about three miles south of the Cahoon’s Hollow
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, the surfman on pa-
trol duty between 4 o’clock and sunrise, discovered a steamer in dan-
ger of running ashore, and flashed a Coston signal as a warning to keep
o{f. She at once changed her course farther from the l.nd and went
clear.

February 11.—The patrolman of the Spermaceti Cove Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, between the hours of midnight and 4
o’clock in the morning, found a twelve-foot bateau in the surf, contain-
ing a pair.of oars. It was hauled out on the beach and cared for until
delivered up, more than two mouths later, to parties who were author-
ized by the owner to receive it.
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February 11.—The Austrian bark Kraljevica was wrecked upon Bar-
mnegat Shoals, coast of New Jersey, during a thick fog, and eight of her
crew were lost while attempting to land. Three of the crew of the
Barnegat Station (Fourth District) were also lost. For the particulars
see page 39.

February 11.—The crew of the False Cape Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of Virginia, took charge of and delivered to the custody of the
State Wreck Commissioner, a boat which had drifted ashore and been
found by a private citizen the evening previous.

February 13.—The crew of the Ditch Plain Station, (Third District,)
coast of Long Island, New York, afforded shelter and succor to six men
belonging to the three-masted schooner Lizzie M. Dun, of New York,
which bad been wrecked three days previous on Shagwong Reef, Block
Island Sound, off the northerly shore of Montauk, Long Island, some
five miles from the station, duricg thick easterly weather. The vessel
struck the reef the night of the 10th, while on her way from Baltimore,
Maryland, to Providence, Rhode Island, with a cargo of coal. The
weather continning thick on the 11th, 12th, and 13th, the people re-
mained on board, and nothing was known of the wreck at the station,
which is on the south shore, until the latter date, when the crew of
«ight men landed and found their way in the fog to the honse of Mr.
Conklin, who notified Keeper Stratton, when the latter at once. took six
-of the men to the station, the captain and mate remaining at Conklin’s
house. The men were cared for by Stratton until the following Mon-
day (two days,) and supplied with needful clothing from the box dona-
ted by the Womwmen's National Relief Association, the station crew in
the meantime (14th,) going over to the vessel and securing her sails,
ete., to prevent their being washed away. On the 15th conveyance
was obtained for the men to Bridgehampton, whence, after a day’s stay
at the Mecox Station, near that place, they took the train for New
York. The schooner was completely wrecked, nothing but her sails
and rigging being saved.

February 13.—The north patrol of North Beach Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) Maryland, returned a little after 3 o'clock in the morning and re-
ported that a vessel was ashore on the ounter bar, about three miles
distant. The ox-team was instantly hurried to the beach with the ap-
paratus, and arrived abreast of the ship at half-past 5 o’clock. The fog
then closed in so densely that the vessel’s light conld not be seen until
6 o’clock, vvhen it was evident that the ship was too distant tn be reached
with the apparatus, and the ox-team was sent back for the surf-boat.
An hour later the fog had cleared up so that a large ship was visible
about a half mile from shore, but in no apparent trouble. Two Coston
signals were burned between 3 and 4 o’clock in the morning in the thick
fog. The crew returned, and the vessel sailed in the afternoon.

February 15.—At about 11 o’clock at night four sailors came to the
Watch Hill Station, (Third District,) coast of Rhode Island, for shelter,
reporting that they were the crew of the schooner Lucy A. Blossom, of
Winterport, Maine, coal-laden from South Amboy, New Jersey, for
Newport, Rhode Island, which had just sunk about a mile southeast of
the station. There was a stift southerly breeze with quite a roungh sea
and the vessel had carried away her mainmast when three miles to the
soathward and eastward of Watch Hill, the mast in its fall ripping open
the deck and causing her to rapidly fill with water. The captain had
beaded for shoal water as soon as he found she was settling and
anchored about a mile from the beach, hoping that by bringing her
head to the sea she might be kept afloat. It was of no avail, however,
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and they were compelled to take to their yawl; the vessel going down

almost immediately afterwards. The four men were sheltered and fed

at the station until the 18th, when they left for their homes. As the

wreck lay directly in the track of vessels, with the fore-topmast stick-

ing out of water, the station crew maintained a light on the mast at-

gightduntil its removal, as a warning to craft passing in and out of the-
ound.

February 16.—The crew of the Paul Gamiel’s Hill Station, (Sixth Dis-
trict,) coast of North Carolina, were engaged for several hours assisting-
in floating the schooner Annie Wallace, of Norfolk, Virginia, which had
grounded some miles from the station, in Currituck Sound.

February 16.—O0n this date the keeper and crew of the Little Kinna-
keet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, wyent to theschooner
Willie T, of New Berne, North Carolina, which was ashore about three-
quarters of a mile south-southwest of the station, and laid ways and put.
rollers under her, and got her ready for launching. The vessel, while ly-
ing at anchor in Pamlico Sound during the heavy westerly blow of Janu-
ary 10th, parted her cable and was driven high up on the beach. XNo one
was on board when the accident occurred. On February 23d the life-
saving crew moved her about one hundred and twenty-five yards to-
where she floated off. The captain was very grateful for this service,.
and said that without the assistance of the station men he could not-
possibly have gotten his craft into the water again.

February 17.—Near the last of the ebb-tide the small schooner Alfa-
retta, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, after crossing the bar at the en--
trance of the Merrimac River, (inward bound,) with a light southerly-
wind, not being able to stem the swift current caused by the heavy
freshet, was carried on the north breaker, where she took the ground
hard and fast. The accident occurred at about half-past 3 o’clock in
the afternoon, and was witnessed by the lcokout of the Plum Island
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, a mile and a quarter
to the southward. The life-saving crew immediately launched the surf-
boat and proceeded to the vessel’s assistance. Arriving on board, they
at once set to work and carried out an anchor, with sixty fathoms of”
line, in the deep water of the chanunel, and when the tide rose suffi-
ciently succeeded in heaving the craft afloat without damage. The-
surfmen then helped to make sail and got her under way, after which.
she proceeded on her way to Newburyport. Her crew consisted of four
men, who had just returned, with a cargo of fresh fish, from a cruise
on the banks.

February 17.—The crew of the Rockaway Point Statiou, (Third Dis-
trict,) coast of Long Island, New York, went off at about noon to the
assistance of the steamer Ceres, of New York, which had grounded at.
low water on Rockaway Shoals, two and a half miles from the station,
while on her way from Barren Island to New York. As she was Iying
easy the station crew remained on board until she floated on the flood
flide, when they piloted her out into the channel and saw her safely om

er way.

February 18.—Two lambermen, who came from the woods, where they~
had been at work, were, on the night of this date, furnished with lodg-
ings at the Muskallonge Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior.

February 20.— At about 9 o’clock in the morning, the crew of the South.
Brigantine Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, discovered
a capsized skiff in the bay southwest of the station, about two hundred
yards from the shore, with a man clinging to the Lottom. The wind
was blowing strong from the northwest. Immediate assistance was
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Tendered by the life-saving crew, and the skiff and its occupant were
Tescued and carried to the station. The latter; James Rockbill, of Tuck-
-erton, New Jersey, was found in an exhausted condition trom cold and
wet, and from his efforts to keep from drowning. He was revived by the
timely action of the crew and sheltered, clothed, and cared for at the
station for two days. The contents of the skiff, consisting of gunning
implements and materials, provisions, etc., were saved and returned to
the owner. Had it not been for the opportune suecor of the life-saving
-crew the man would doubtless have perished.

February 20.—At about 10 o’clock in the forenoon, the crew of the
Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, observed a large
three-masted schooner running too close to the beach, and in danger of
-stranding on the shoals. They at once hoisted the International Code
signal J. D., (* You are standing into danger,”) when she at once put
her helm up and sheered off to a safe distance.

February 20.—At about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, during the preva-
lence of a westerly gale and bitter cold weather, the lookout at the
Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, observed a small
sloop run ashore near Cove Point, a mile and ahalf south of the station,
while beating in through Great Machipongo Inlet. The crew at once
‘turned out to her assistance, learning upon arrival that she was the
Lilie, of Eastville, Virginia, from New Inlet, a few miles down the coast,
VLound in to Hog Island with a cargo of lumber. She had two men on
board, who owned her jointly. The vessel lay in a bad position, thump-
ing the bottom and with the sea dashing all over her. The life-saving
<rew, therefore, lost no time, but got out an anchor and after an houror
two of hard work succeeded in floating the sloop off. She was then
‘taken to the anchorage, two miles above where she stranded. There is
10 doubt that she would have been totally wrecked but for the prompt
-arrival of aid ; the two men being drenched to the skin, almost perished
with the cold, and unable to do anything. Their situation was all the
‘more serious owing to the destruction of their skiff. The latter had
been towing astern, and as soon as the vessel struck it was stove and
knocked to pieces by the sea.

February 20.—Two wayfarers, journeying to White Fish Point,
-stopped at the Muskallonge Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Su-
perior, and were given food and sheltered for the night. )

February 21.—Between 8 o’clock and midnight the eastern patrol of
‘the Peaked Hill Bars Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts,
seeing a vessel dangerously near the shore, warned lher off by burning
a Coston light.

February 21, 22.—On these dates the crew of the Durant’s Station,
(Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, went to the assistance of the
sloop Dunwoodie, of Wilmington, Delaware, that to prevent foundering
had slipped her cables and run ashore on the north side of Hatteras
Inlet, in the morning of the 21st, during a fresh northwest gale. The
life-saving men swept for and found the lost anchors, and placed them
on board the vessel. At the time of the accident she was on her way
from Washington, North Carolina, to Hatteras, in the same State, with
‘a cargo of general merchandise, and a crew of four men. She succeeded
‘in getting afloat on April 7th without damage.

February 22.—The south patrol of the Parramore’s Beach Station,
{Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, shortly after midnight, observed a
schooner steering directly for the beach and but a short distance off.
fe at once burned a Coston signal, and by this warning prevented her
Tunning ashore,
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February 22.—Between 12 and 1 o’clock in the afternoon, the keeper
of the Cleveland Station, (Ninth District,) Lake Erie, discovered two men
in a dangerous position on the ice a couple of miles from the station.
There was an opening of clear water of about a mile in width between
the breakwater and the floating ice, and the wind was blowing strong
off shore. The regular life-saving force being off duty for the winter
season, six men were speedily mustered to transport and man the
boat, which was dragged on a hand-sled to where it could be safely
launched. The feat was accomplished with no little difficulty and risk,
as when near the water’s edge the crew broke through the ice, but
finally managed to get into their boat and make thestart. Theimperiled
men were brought off and landed on the pier. They had been trying,
with grapnels, to recover their nets, which had been set before the ice
made, and while so engaged the opening occurred. Had a rescue not
been thus promptly effected they would undoubtedly have been swept
far out into the lake and probably lost. The surfman broke through
the frozen surface several times on their return, but succeeded, at 3
o’clock, in reaching their quarters without further accident.

February 24,—The patrolman when about balf a mile north of the
Chatham Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, between 3.
and 4 o’clock in the morning, saw through the darkness a vessel’s lights
quite near the shore, and a few moments afterwards he made out the
craft tobe aschoover heading directly for the beach. He immediately
burned a Coston signal, when she quickly changed course and stood off
the land. There was a strong wind blowing at the time, with a rough
sea, and the schooner approached near enough for the surfman to see
that she was laboring heavily under close reefed sails. But for the:
. timely warning she would have stranded and most likely been lost.

February 25.—Shortly before 6 o’clock in the morning the north pa-
trol of Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey,
sighted a sloop stranded on the north shoal of Absecon Iulet, about
three-quarters of a mile northeast from the station. She proved to be
the fishing sloop Flash, of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, with a crew of”
three men, and had fouled her anchor and dragged ashore the previous
night during the prevalence of a fresh southeast wind. The life-saving
crew boarded her at once, ran out an anchor, and with the additional
aid of the vessel’s sails, gradunally worked her on the rising of the tide-
into deep water. After getting the sloop afloat and into the channel
the crew of the station, by the use of her sails and two surf-boat oars,.
(she having lost her rudder,) succeeded in steering her into a safe har-
bor, where she was safely anchored. The only apparent damage sus-
tained by the sloop was the loss of her rudder.

February 25.—The sloop Rebecca J., of Chincoteague, Virginia, bound.
from Hog Island to Chincoteague with a cargo of oysters, sprang a leak
during a strong blow from the southwest, while lying half a mile south-
west from the Watchapreague Station, (Fifth District,) Virginia, and the
captain finding it impossible to keep her free, ran her ashore on the south
end of Cedar Island, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, and reported at the
station. The keeper immediately visited the wreck, but could do noth-
ing as she had filled with water. The station crew subsequently as-
sisted in saving the sails, rigging, etc. The vessel became & total loss.

February 26.—At about 7 o’clock in the morning of this date the
lookout of the Quoddy Head Station, (First District,) coast of Maine,
observed the schooner Hattie, of Deer 1sle, Maine, that had entered the
Roads the previous night, dragging from her anchorage. She had
cleared from home, in ballast, and was bound for Eastport, in the same-
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State. A strong southeast gale was blowing at the time, accompanied
by heavy rain, and a high sea was running. The life-saving crew hur-
ried to the relief house, situated on the northern shore, and just as.
they arrived there the vessel struck on Crowell’s Ledge, a mile north-
northeast of the station. The surf-boat was at once launched. While
going through the breakers the keeper was thrown overboard in his ef-
forts, with the steering-oar, to keep the boat from being dashed broadside
on the beach. He succeeded in reaching a ledge, where the surfmen,
after getting clear of the shore, backed in and took him off. In the
meantime the anchor-chains of the schooner had been slipped and the
jib hoisted to keep her from keeling over, while the crew of five men
bad taken refuge in the cabin to escape the heavy seas that were
sweeping her decks. By skillful management the station crew worked
their way under the lee of the ledge and of the vessel, and there waited
for nearly an hour, until the ebb-tide bared the rocks. At last oné of
the men succeeded in leaping on to the ledge with a line and hauled
the boat in to where the rest of the crew could safely make a landing.
The boat was then hauled out clear of the surf. By means of a rope,
which was hove to the stranded craft, the sailors, with their personal
effects, reached the rocks. Their yawl-boat was secured and bailed out,
filled with supplies, and launched with three men in charge, who con-
trived, by careful handling, to get into deep water and, finally, to the lee
of a sand-bar, where a crowd of people had gathered and were waiting to
help them ashore. More than once it was feared that the frail skiff, which
was tossed about in the waves like a chip, would be swamped, and the
surf-boat was held in readiness to give succor in case of mishap. The
latter, heavily laden, soon followed the yawl, and was carried swiftly
through a slue between the ledges to open water. Both boats, with
their occupants, were obliged to remain on the sand-bar for three hours,
until the tide rose sufficiently to enable them to reach the main-land.
There they found shelter from the rain in a fish-packing establishment,
in which place also they stored the articles brought from the vessel.
Later in the day all hands repaired to the station for dry clothing and
food. On the flood-tide, shortly past noon, the schooner commenced to-
work over the ledge and the life-saving crew went off to her as speedily
as possible, but before they could board her she rolled over and sank
in twenty-four feet of water. On March 2d the wrecked seamen left for-
their homes, grateful for the comforts they had received during their five
days’ sojourn at the station. The weather continued so stormy that it
was not until the afternoon of March 4th that the surfmen were able
to strip the submerged craft of her sails and running rigging, a pre-
vious attempt proving unsuccessful on account of the thick coating of ice
that had formed on her. A sloop engaged by the captain came along-
side and took the gear. On March 26th the station men assisted to
ran chains under the schooner and fasten two vessels alongside of her.
By these means she was raised on the flood tide and carried into
shoaler water. She was subsequently taken to Calais, Maine, for re-
pairs, having sustained considerable damage to the hull,

February 26.—The schooner Saral Purves, of New York, whence she
was bound with a cargo of petroleum for Providence, Rhode Island,
dragged ashore in Huntington Bay, on the westerly side of Eaton’s Neck,
Long Island, about & mile to the southward and westward of the Eaton’s
Neck Station, (Third District,) at half-past 3 in the afternoon. There
was a furious gale blowing dead on shore from the northwest, and the
sea being heavy the schooner bilged almost as soon as she struck. She
was about a hundred and fifty yards from the shore. The station crew
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had been watching her at anchor all day, and as soon as they observed
her adrift they hastened across the Neck to render assistance. By
the time they arrived the crew of the vessel, fonr men, had shoved off
in their boat. The station men assisted them in landing, and at once
conducted them to the station, where theirice-covered garments—for the
weather was bitter cold—were removed and replaced with dry clothing
from the supply donated by the Women’s National Relief Association.
They were sheltered and fed for four days. The schooner broke up and
became a complete wreck, much of the cargo drifting ashore. The life-
saving crew lent material aid in recovering the barrels of oil from the
surf and rolling them to a place of safety.

The captain, upon his return to New York, published the following
acknowledgment in the New York Herald :

“ NEW YORK, March 18, 1886.
¢To the Editor of the Herald:

“ Kindly allow me, through the columns of your valuable paper, to
tender, on behalf of myself and crew, our grateful acknowledgments to
the life-saving keeper and crew stationed at Eaton’s Neck, Long Island,
for their timely assistance in rescuing us from our perilous condition on
the wreck of the schooner Sarah Purves, stranded near their station, on
the night of the 26th ultimo; also for their kind attention to our com-
fort while at their quarters.

* JAS. BATEWELL,
“Master Schooner Sarah Purves.”

February 26.—During the prevalence of a strong northwest gale the
fishing schooner Edward M. Hartshorn, of Perth Amboy, New Jersey,
with a crew of four men, dragged from her anchorage at 9 o’clock in the
morning and grounded on the north shoal of Absecon Inlet, about two
hundred yards from the shore and three-quarters of a mile north from
the Atlantic City Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She
displayed a signal for assistance, and the life-saving crew promptly
hauled the life-boat to the inlet, but owing to the high wind found it
impossible to render any help until a hawser was procured from the
station. This was accordingly done and made fast to a wharf to wind-
‘ward of the stranded vessel, and, with the coil in the boat, the life-
savers scudded before the wind through a high surf, reached the
schooner in safety, and secured the line. They then hauled themselves
back to the beach. An effort was made by the use of tackles on the in-
shore end of the hawser to pull the schooner clear of the shoal, but the
attempt proved ineffectual. On account of the heavy sea and wind,
which continued with much force throughout the day, and the drifting
ice, which was thick in the inlet, no further endeavor was made to float
the schooner (not being in imminent danger,) until the morning of the
28th, when, the wind and sea having somewhat subsided, the station
crew by energetic work hove her clear of the shoal and moored her
safely alongside of the railroad wharf. The vessel was so thickly cov-
ered with ice that sail could not be made on her. The captain and
crew of the Hartshorn were sheltered and cared for at the station until
the next day, they having reached the shore by the aid of the hawser
previously sent to them. The schooner sustained no perceptible damage.

February 26.—Just before sunrise a schooner was discovered by the
lookout of the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth District,) coast of North
Carolina, dangerously near the shoalsin Pamlico Sound, about three miles
southwest of the station. She soon afterwards hoisted a signal for a pilot.
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It was blowing hard from the west-southwest, with rain, and a heavy
sea on, and as it was found impossible to row the surf-boat in the face
of the strong head wind, a large canoe was obtained by the life-saving
crew, and they proceeded at once under sail to the distressed craft.
The water was so rough when they arrived alongside that the canoe car-
ried away part of its stern and started its fastenings Ly unavoidably
striking against the vessel. Thelatter proved to be the John Young, of
Perth Amboy, New Jersey, with a load of pine lumber from Adams
Creek, North Carolina, consigned to parties in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. She had on board a crew of five men. Thoe vessel had got out
of her course and was in a precarious position among the shoals where
it was difficult for her to get away. The assistance of the surfmen
was requested, and they went on board, reefed the sails, and helped
to heave up the anchors. They then aided in working her into deep
water, and, after instructing the captain as to the best channels to fol-
low, left the craft, at about 10 o’clock in the afternoon, to continue her
voyage.

February 27.—On this date, one of the coldest of the season, during
the prevalence of a furious northwesterly gale, the crew of the Coney
Island Station, (Third District,) coast of Long Island, New York,en-
gaged in an unavailing attempt torelieve the crews of a tow of scows be-
longing to the New York Street-Cleaning Department, which had sought
shelter from the gale in Gravesend Bay, some miles from the station,
and were unable to extricate themselves trom the ice. While attempt-
ing to reach the scows in their surf-boat the life-saving crew got caught
in the ice themselves, and being swept far to leeward by the gale and
strong ebb-tide, were compelled to remain in their exposed situation in
the open boat all night. They suffered intensely with tho cold, and sev-
eral of the party wern badly frost-bitten. At daybreak of the 28th,
finding the ice would bear them, they abaudoned the boat and made
their way to tho shore, s mile or two distant, on foot, without tfurther
mishap, save to one wan, who broke through and got & ducking in the
icy water. The scows were fortunately released that day by a tugsent
to their relief from New York. The station crew were unable to recover
their Loat until the following day. (March 1st.)

February 28.—On the previous day the schooner Quivet, of ortland,
Maine, bound home from Eastport, in the same State, anchored off the
west side of Great Cranberry Island duriug the prevalence of & north-
west gale and snow-storm. She was in ballast and had a crew of three
men. In a heavy squall, at about 5 o’clock in the evening, she parted
both cables and drove on Long Ledge, two and threc-quarters miles
west-northwest of the Cranberry Isles Station, (I'irst District,) coast of
Maine. The vessel could not be seen from the station on account of the
thick woods that intervened, and the keeper was not informed of the
accident until the following morning (28th,) when the life-saving men
atoncelaunched their boat and started to thescene of the mishap. They
found the cratt high out on the shore, apparently not much damaged,
but badly iced up. The surfmen assisted to take out lines, forward and
aft, and make them fast to rocks for the purpose of holding her in posi-
tion, and then removed a good sized bowlder from nnder her inside
quarter, on which she had pounded. As nothing more could be accom-
plished until the weather moderated the station crew returned to their
quarters. Shortly after 10 o’clock in the morning of March 3d, the wind
having somewhat abated, the surfmen resumed their efforts in trying to
float the stranded vessel. They laid out an anchor, dug away a portion
of the beach to windward, and made preparations to heave her off at

19921 L s——16
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high-tide. Towards night, however, the wind blew so hard on shore
that operations had to be temporarily suspended. The next two days
(4th and b5th,) were spent by the life-saving force in futile endeavors to
get the schooner into deep water. They threw part of the ballast over-
board, stopped a number of leaks, pumped her out, dislodged and
cleared away sundry dangerous rocks, and made several atlempts to
heel her over, but the weather still continuing unfavorable for success-
ful operations it was decided, after heaving her head offshore, to wait
o more seasonable time. Early the following morning the vessel worked
off on the flood tide and proceeded to Southwest Harbor without further
assistance.

February 28.—At half-past 4 in the afternoon, during a fresh westerly
gale, the crew of the Lewes Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware,
observed a schooner coming, down the Delaware Bay under a press of
canvas and with her colors in the rigging, making directly for the ice
which fringed the shore near the station. She was almost decks under
and appeared to be sinking. Two tugs put off to meet her, and upon
getting alongside took hold and forced her through the ice onto the bar,
about a quarter of &wmile northwest of the station. Thelife-saving crew
got on board assoon as she struck and assisted in furling the sails, and
then helped the captain and his wife and children with their baggage
safely ashore. She was the E. G. Irwin, of Wilmington, Delasware, irom
Philadelphia, Penunsylvania, bound to Norfolk, Virginia, with a cargo
of phosphate; the captain reporting that she had been cut throagh by
the ice some ten miles up the bay, near Brown’s Shoal, and that he had
been compelled to run her ashore to save her fromn sivking. She was
afterwards temporarily repaired and tloated off Ly wreckers and taken
back to Philadelphia.

February 25.—On this date the keeper of the Fort Lauderdale House
of Refuge, (Seventh District,) coast of Florida, found an eighteen-foot
dory on the beach a mile and a half to the southward. The circum-
stance was duly reported and the Loat held awaiting the claim of the
owner.

March 1.—During the prevalence of a strong northwest wind, with
clear and cold weather, at about 4 o’clock in the aftecrnoon, a small
schooner, evidently in trouble, was seen off the Hunniwell’s Beach
Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. The life-saving crew imme-
diately got ready to go to her assistance. She ran down her sails and
cameo to an anchor on Fox Island bar, a mile southwest of the station,
and set a distress signal in the rigging. The surfinen pulled off along-
side and found that she was the Bar Bel, of Damariscotta, Maine, bound
from Portland to Bristol, in the same State, with a general cargo and
a crew of two men. The latter were suffering from the cold and were
more or less frost-bitten, while the vessel was covered with ice, with her
sails frozen stiff and almost unmanageable. The station men beat the
ico clear of the canvas, blocks, and running gear, took the bonuet off
the jib and close-reefed the mainsail. They then got the schooner
under way, beat her into the Kennebec River, and brought her to a
sheltered anchorage in Heal’s Eddy. Although it was clear overhead
during the operations just described the vapor rising from the water,
and which hung low along the surface, made observation beyond the ves-
sel’s length almost impossible, and added greatly to the risk in working
the craft to o safe harbor. The station crew returned to their quarters
at about 7 in the evening, receiving the hearty thanks of the captain
for the assistance rendered.
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March 1.—Just before daybrealk the north patrol of the Watcha-
preague Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned off by Cos-
ton signal a vessel which was in danger of running ashore. Shoat once
went about on the other tack.

March 1.—The north midnight watch of the Watchapreague Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, seeing a vessel standing into danger
warned her oftf by burning a Coston signal, and she escaped stranding.

March 2.—At 7 o’clock in the evening the south patrol of the Ocean
City Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Maryland, fell in with a wayfarer
on the beach almost exhausted from long travel and exposure to the
cold westerly gale which had prevailed all day. He was journeying
from Assateague, Virginia, to Berlin, Maryland, and had been afoot
since early morning. The patrolman conducted him to the station,
where needfnl attention was bestowed upon him by the crew, so that
by next morning after breakfast he was able to continue his journey.

March 2.—A schooner was observed from the Parramore’s Beach Sta-
tion, (Fifth District,) Virginia, approaching dangerously near the shore
late in the afternoon. She was warned by a signal and hauled off suf-
ficiently to avoid danger.

March 2-4.—The period covered by these dates will long be remem-
bered by the crew of the Hog Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast of
Virginia, and by the little band of six men whom they rescued from the
three-masted schooner Leond, of New York, lying a wreck upon Hog
Island Shoals, about three miles southeast of the station. The hardships
and perils to which they were subjected for oneday upon the wreck, unable
to reach the shore by reason of the gale, and a night at sea in the open
life-boat exposed to the full fury of a wintry storm, with the tempera-
ture almost down to zero, will form a chapter in their lives not soon to
be forgotten. It appears the Leona stranded at high water, on the outer
edge of the shoals, at 5 o’clock in the morning of March 2d, while run-
ning down the coast before a northwesterly gale, on her way from New
York to West Point, Virginia, with a hevy cargo of phosphate. The
station patrol saw her almost as soon as she struck, and immediately
gave the alarm. The life-saving crew, as quickly as they could don
their clothing, hurried over to the cove on the westerly side of the isl-
and, launched the self-righting life-boat, and after about two hours of
downright bard work, succeeded in breaking their way through the
ice in the bay down to the inlet, a distance of two miles, and thence
reached the vessel by half-past 7. The schooner by that time had
bilged, and was sunk almost decks to, with the seas breaking over her
fore and aft, and all the exposed portions of the hull, together with the
masts and rigging to a height of twenty or thirty feet, literally sheathed
with ice. She, in fact, looked more lilie an iceberg than a vessel. The
six sailors were huddled together on top of the cabin, under the lee of the
mizzen, the only semblance of safety they could find. Dut now came
the question, how were they to be rescued? The journey out from the
inlet, in the boat, after clearing the ice, had been comparatively easy,
but to pull back against such a gale was simply impossible. Keeper
Johnson therefore decided to remain Ly the schooner, hoping there
would soon be a lull which he could take advantage of. As the sea was
very dangerous, and the boat could not remain alongside for fear of being
dashed to pieces, the men veered it off to a good scope of cable, and
then took refuge on the cabin with the sailors. Their subsequent ex-
perience for nine hours, until 5 o’clock in the evening, almost drenched
to the skin, with the wreck crunching and groaning beneath them, and
threatening to go to pieces at any moment, must have been terrible,
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And yet there came no lull, the gale lasting with unabated fary.
At the hour named, therefore, with darkness coming on, and the
vessel broken in two and gradually settling deeper in the sand, it was
resolved to take to the boat. The latter was gained with some diffi-
culty, and upon shoving off the men tugged hard at the oars in an en-
deavor to reach the shore. It was of no use, however, for the boat, in-
stead of gaining, steadily lost ground. An anchor was then let go,
but with no better result; the anchor being too light, it failed to hold.
As a last resort the sails were set, close reefed, in the hope of beating up
under the land and fetehing in to one of the inlets to the southward.
In this, also, they were baffled by the bursting of one of the sails, the
boat, by the time they could get the sail in bhape again dnftlng at
leaat five or six miles farther off shore. The night bemg dark and
moonless, there was no alternative but to make the best of the situation
by heaving to and letting the boat drift. The boat, which was of the
English type, self-righting and self-bailing, was safe enough, but the
men were in danger of being washed overboard or frozen to death.
They were, in fact, all more or less frost-bitten, and an idea of their
condition mav De had from the statement in Keeper Johnson’s report,
that the mate and three of the sailors had given up all hope of seeing
the light of another day. Iortunately at 5 o'clock, or just Lefore
daybreak of the 3d, they fell in with the schooner Elisha Gibbs, of New
Bedford, lusmchuwtts, anchored outside of Chesapeake Bay, some
five mlks southeast of Smitl’s Island, the crew of which, after great
difficulty, succeeded in picking them up, several of the party being
80 helpless that they had to be hoisted over the schooner’s side. From
the position of the Elisha Gibbs it appears the boat had drifted over
twenty miles from the wreck., The captain and crew ot the Gibbs did
everything in their power to make the poor fellows comfortable.
Keeper Johnson improved the opportunity to put into effective opera-
tion his knowledge of the tyeatment of frost-bites, and, with the ex-
ception of two of the seamen, whose cases were very severe and re-
quired hospital treatment, met with a large measure of success in reliev-
ing the sufterings of his own and the schooner’s crew. When this was
done and all hands were somewhat revived fromn the effects of their
terrible exposure, the party shoved off at noon for Smitl’s Island, where
they received a warm welcome at the station on that island, in oharge
of Keéper (ieorge D. Hitchens. They remained there until 7 o'clock
the following morning, (March 4th,) when , feeling much refreshed, they
set out on their return up the coast under sail. As the gale and sea
were still ahead they made slow progress, and were only three miles
from the place of starting when the wrecking steamer Eesolute, of Nor-
folk, overhauled them and took them in tow to Hog lsland, where they
arrived at 5 o'clock in the evening, the life-saving crew havmg been
absent from the station nearly sixty hours. Tlms was brought to a
happy issue what may be justly ‘termed one of the most perilous advent-
ures in the history of the Service. ‘The wrecked sailors remained at the
station the two following days, (5th and Gth,) during which time the
life-savers went out to the wreck twice with the captain and the wreck-
ers. They recovered nothing, however, but some ot the light sails.
The schooner was totally. lost.
The following letter was reccived from the master of the schooner:

“Hoc 1SLAND, VIRGINIA, March 4, 1886.
“DEAR Sir: [ cannot find language to express my gra rtitude towards
Captain J. L Johnson and his brave crew in successfully, at the risk of
their own lives, saving the lives of myself and crew of five men. The
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brave fellows, after toiling and battling for two hours through the ice
which had formed on the shore by the extreme cold, came to our rescue,
and by their noble act, alone of any earthly assistance, we were saved.
God bless, encourage, and reward the Life-Saving Service, that glorious
institution of our coast. At the time, the weather was extremely cold
and the vessel, stranded and waterlogged, lay several miles from the
shore, a complete iceberg. Had the life-saving crew not come to our
rescue we should doubtless all have perished.
¢ GARRETT . LIPPINCOTT,
“ Master of Schooner Leona,of New York.
¢ Hon. S. I. KIMBALL,
¢ General Superintendent Life-Saving Service.”

March 2.—Soon after midnight, during the prevalence of a heavy
northwesterly gale, the crew of the Cobb’s Island Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, were called to the assistance of the small oyster
sloop Mary Ann, of Cobl’s Island, which had dragged ashore about five
hundred yards from the station. She had three men on board. The
weather being very cold, the flying spray soon covered her with a glare
of ice. As she was in shoal water the surfmen waded out to her and
by lifting and pushing with all their might soon got her afloat. She was
then warped to a good berth and moored head to the wind and sea,
where she could ride out the gale in safety.

March 3.—A dismasted schooner being seen, at 3 o’clock in the after-
noon, some miles to the eastward of the Peaked Hill Bars Station, (Sec-
ond District,) coast of Massachusetts, a sarfman was at once dispatched
to Provincetown for a steam-tug to tow the disabled craft inside.

March 3.—The fishing schooner Thomas 8. Rogers, of Greenport, wind-
bound, and which was at anchor outside, under the lee of the beach,
off the Fire Island Station, (Third District,) Long Island, New York,
during the northwest gale of this date, and out of fuel, was furnished by
the keeper with sufticient coal to last her until she reached New York,
her port of destination.

March 3.—The sloop Two Brothers, of Yorktown, Virginia, ran ashore
in the inside passage back of the Parramore’s Beach Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) Virginia, during a fresh gale from the northwest. She pounded
8o heavily as to start the oakum from the seams and make her leak.
The keeper of the station furnished the crew with oakum sufficient to
recalk the seams; and as they were destitute, he gave them food and
clothing. The sloop was floated in the afternoon.

March 4.—At half-past 7 o’clock in the evening a vessel was dis-
covered caught in the ice a short distance from the New Shoreham
Station, (Third District,) Block Island. The life-saving crew at once
went to her assistance, and by running lines and breaking out a channel
succeeded, after two hours’ time, in getting her safely into the harbor
alongside of the wharf. She was the schooner Nathan F. Dizon, of
Newport, Rhode Island, bound in from I’rovidence.

March 4.—Between 9 o'clock and midnight the patrol of the Dam
Neck Mills Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, fired a Coston
signal to warn off @ schooner that was standing too close in shore.

March 5.—Shortly before midnight of the preceding day the schooner
Annie T. Bailey, of Gardiner, Maine, on her way to Booth Bay, in that
State, from Salem, Massachusetts, struck on Beach Island Ledge a third
of a mile south-southeast of the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,)
coast of Maine. She was in ballast and had a crew of seven persons on
board. The life-saving men arrived alongside in the surf-boat twenty-
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five minutes after she stranded, early in the morning of this date.
They at once set vigorously to work, laid out a kedge, and after repeated
efforts succeeded in floating the vessel at about 9 o’clock. They re-
mained by her until noon, when the tug L. A. Belknap took her in tow
to Portland. The captain,in his report of the accident, alludes in the
following terms to the services of the life-saving crew :

“The crew of the Life-Saving Station were of the greatest assistance
to us; they came aboard at once, ran out the kedge for us, and did
everything possible to put the vessel afloat, and are deserving of the
lighest credit.

“JosEPI A. MARSON,
¢ Master.”

March 5.—While one of the surfmen of the Seabright Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, was returning from the north patrol,
shortly before midnight, he discovered burglars in an unoccupied cot-
-tage situated on the bluff within a few feet of where he passed. He at
once hastened to the station and notitied the keeper, who repaired to
the scene with four of his crew. The housebreakers, somehow, became
aware of the approach of the men and succeeded in making good their
escape, but the surfmen pursued them so pertinaciously that they were
obliged to abandon their booty, which was recovered. The latter con-
sisted of carpets, rugs, household linen, ete., valued at five hundred
dollars. It was found that the thieves had entered six cottages. Early
the following morning the keeper notified the owners of the houses, by
telegraph, regarding the robberies.

March 5,.—During the first night-watch the south patrol of the False
Capo Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, observing a steamer
approaching dangerously near the land, flashed his Coston light as a
warning. The signal caused her to quickly haul offshore.

March 7.—At 2 o’clock in the morning the south patrol of the Ocean
City Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Maryland, saw a steamer in dan-
gerous proximity to the bar. He at once flashed a Coston signal, when
she changed her course and made a good offing.

March 8.—At 1 d’clock in the morning, during rainy and thick weather,
the patrol of the Aransas Station,(Eighth District,) coast of Texas, pre-
vented a vessel from running into the breakers and going ashore by
promptly burning his Coston light. Both the craft’s side-lights could
be seen when the warning signal was fired. She at once shaped a course
off the land and narrowly escaped the danger of stranding.

March 8.—In the morning of this date the schooner Lotta Mayo, of
Brashear, Louisiana, left I’oint Isabel, Texas, bound for Galveston, in
the same State, with a cargo of bones and a crew of three men. While
trying to work out over the Brazos bar, against a light southeast breeze,
she misstayed and the ebb tide set her on the southern point of Padre
Island. The crew of the Brazos Station, (Eighth District,) coast of
Texas, pulled oft to the stranded vessel, laid out an anchor, and suc-
ceeded, after two hours of vigorous work, in heaving her afloat. She was
then taken to a safe anchorage abreast of the light-house, having sus-
tained no material damage.

March 9.—At about half-past 1 o’clock in the afternoon a schoouner
was observed from the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast
of Maine, anchored a short distance from the shore oft Ferry Beach,
about three miles to the northward and westward of the station. A driv-
ing snow-storm had prevailed all the morning, so that it was impossi-

™
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Lletowmake out the vessel before. The life-saving crew quickly launched
their surf-boat and pulled alongside of her. She proved to Le the
Agnes R. Bacon, of Bridgeton, New Jersey, bound fromr Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to Portland, Maine, with a cargo of coal and a crew of
seven men. Her mainsail was split and useless, and she wasin a berth
that gave her bat little sea-room. The captain decided to let her re-
main where she was until he could obtain the assistance of' a tug. The
station men returned to their quarters at 5 o’clock in the evening, and
early the following morning (10th) they sent a telegram for a steamer.
The latter arrived off the station at about 11 o’clock, and the surfmen
went with her to the distressed vessel. They then helped to heave up
the schooner’s anchor, when the tug took her in tow, the life-saving crew
piloting them clear of all dangers to a safe offing, where they shaped
their course for Portland, Maine.

March 9.—Shortly tefore daylight the eastern patrol of the ’eaked
Hill Bars Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, discov-
ered a three-masted schooner ashore about five hundred yards off the
land and a mile from the station. He flashed a Coston signal and
then hurried back to summon his fellow-surfmen. The latter speedily
launched the surf-boat and boarded the vessel. She proved to be the
Hannah E. Shubert, of Bridgeton, New Jersey, bound from Perth Am-
boy, in that State, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of coal and a
crew of seven men. At the request of the captain one of the station
men was dispatched to Provincetown for the underwriter’s agent, who
shortly arrived with a party of wreckers. The schooner struck during
a thick snow-storm and the prevalence of a moderate southerly breeze.
The life-saving crewran out a kedge and attempted toheave her off, but
a heavy northeast squall came up while the work was in progress and
they were obliged to abandon the effort. The keeper and crew of the
High Head Station also reached the scene soon after the accident and
assisted in the operations. On the flood tide the vessel pounded over
the shoals and stranded on the Leach, where she subsequently be-
came a complete wreck. A portion of the cargo, the anchors, chains,

and sails were saved by wreckers. The sailors were sheltered and sub-
sisted at the Peaked Hill Bars Station for two days.

March 10.—Shortly past dark the western patrol of the Race Point
Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, during calm weather,
observing a schoouer drifting towards shore into danger, flashed his red
Coston light, when she at once let go her anchor. A breeze springing
up soon after enabled her to get under way and proceed into Province-
town Harbor.

March 10.—At 3 o'clock in the afternoon the steamer Island Home,
not bLeiag able to get into Nantucket Harbor on account of the ice,
steamed up the island off Great Point and commenced to land her pas-
sengers and the mail abreast of the Coskata Station, (Second District,)
Massachusetts. Several of the surfmen manned a dory belonging to
the keeper and brought ashore ten of the number, with their baggage,
making six trips in the boat for that purpose. The entire party, con-
sisting of twenty-cight persons, remained at the station until vehicles
arrived to convey them to Nantucket. I'our men, who were without
means of transportation, were obliged to stay behind, and received shel-
ter over night.

March 11.—At about 2 o’clock in the afternoon the crew of the False
Cape Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, observed a steamer
approaching dangerously near the outlying shoals oft Ifalse Cape. They
at once bhoisted the International Code signal J. D., (‘“You are stand-
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ing into danger,”) which she answered by showing the British ensign,
and then changed her course.

March 11.—The lnmber-laden schooner Pheniz, of Lake Charles, Louis-
iana, bound thence to Brazos de Santiago, Texas, arrived oft Brazos Pass
about 9 o’clock in the morning of this date, and signaled for a pilot. A
violent southeast gale of wind prevailed at the time and a high sea was
running, which, together with the strong set of the flood tide, made it
impossible for a pilot to go out over the bar. ‘1he range flags were
hoisted to gnide the schooner inside, and at half-past 1 she squared
away for the bar. The vessel struck bottom coming in, became wu-
manageable, and the northerly current and heavy breakers drove her
ashore on the southeast point of Padre Island, where she bilged. The
craft lay a mile northeast of the Brazos Station, (Eighth District,) coast
of Texas, with a tremendous surf sweeping clean over her. The life-
saving force launched their boat and immediately put oft' to the scene.
After considerable difficulty the crew ot four men were taken from the
wreck and safely landed, the surf-boat, which was all the while ship-
ping water, being kept free by constant bailing. The vessel straightway
commenced to go to pieces, much of her bottom planking being found
washed up on the beach. Thecastaways were conducted to the station
and furnished with a warm supper, and two of them were provided with
dry clothing from the stock donated by the Women’s National Relief
Association. They were fed and sheltered for three days. The two
succeeding days (12th and 13th,) the surfmen attempted to board the
schooner, but were prevented by the heavy weather, which continued
unabated. On the 14th what was left of the craft was sold by the cap-
tain, and she went into’ the hands of wreckers, who stnpped her and
saved a portion of the cargo. The following letter, expressing the grat-
itude of the master for the services rendere(l by the station crew, was
subsequently received by the keeper:

¢ POINT 1SABEL, TEXAS, March 16, 1886.
“DEAR SIik: 1 am very much obliged for the kind services I have
received from you and your crew and for your assistance in trying to
saveo the schooner Phenir. 1 am sincerely grateful to you all for saving
our lives, and thaukful for your kind treatment of me and my crew
while at tho station.
‘“Yours, truly,
‘“A. F. DOBBERTIN,
‘ Master of Schooner Pheenix, of Lake Charles, Louisiana.

«l, W, N ORMAN,
‘“Captain of Life-Saving Station at Brazos Santiago.”

March 12.—The crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station, (Sixth District,)
coast of North (,arolm.l, were engaged nearly all day assisting to launch
the schooner Vennor, of New Berne, North Carolina, that dragged
ashore from her anchorage in Pamlico Sound, on January 9th, during a
furions gale from the westward. She was drn en high out on the beach
about twenty-five yards from the water’s edge, at a point four and a
half miles south-sonthwest of the station. No one was on board of her
at the time of the accident. The owner, who desired to complete the
necessary arrangements for floating his vessel, did not call on the station
men for aid until the morning of the present date. The latter then
helped to move her about a hundred yards, and finally succeeded in get-
ting her into deep water. She came off without apparent damage.
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March 13.—On this date, during the prevalence of a cold north wind
and snow-storm, u wayfarer was sheltered over night at the Muskal-
longe, Lake Station, (Tenth District,) Lake Superior.

March 14.—On this date the crew of the IForge River Station, (Third
District,) Long Island, New York, pulled out halt a mile from the shore
to a small boat containing a party of mnen who were making signals for
help. It proved to be a yawl with a pilot, and the third officer and
three sailors belonging to the British steamship Oregon. A heavy sea
was breaking on the outer bar with-a dangerous surf running inside, and
the third officer was the only one who would take the risk of landing
with the life-saving crew. After waiting some time for a smooth chance
a dash was made for the beach which was reached in safety. The yawl
put out to sea again and was picked up by a passing steamer. The
Oregon had sunk early in the morning after being in collision with an
unknown schooner, and all her passengers had been safely transferred
to two vessels that came to their rescue.

March 14.—Shortly after 4 o’clock in the morning, while it was yet
quite dark, the east patrol of the Bellport Station, (Third District,) coast
of Long Island, New York, discovered a vessel heading in toward the
beach and almost ashore. He immediately warned her with a Coston
signal when she quickly tacked and stood off.

March 14.—At 5 o'clock in the evening the crew of the Lewes Sta-
tion, (Fifth District,) coast of Delaware, went off in respouse to a signal
on board the schooner Hattic Weston, of Plymouth, Massachusetts,
which had just arrived at the Delaware Breakwater in distress. She
had encountered a series of heavy gales while on her voyage from Trini-
dad, West Indies, to New York, with a cargo of cocoanuts, during which
her decks had been swept and she had lost her boat. She was also out
of provisions and the crew were snbsisting on cocoanuts. The station
crew aided the captain in obtaining a fresh supply of provisions, and
also secured for him the use of a boat during his stay in the harbor in
place of the one lost. .

March 15—A young man named James Edward Kipp, of Asbury
Park, was drowned by the capsizing of a fishing skiff in the surf near
the Deal Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. The young
man’s father, Charles E. Kipp, the other occupant of the boat, was res-
:ged by the life-saving crew. Ifor the details of this accident see page

March 156.—On this date, shortly before 1 o’clock in the morning, the
English brig Alida A. Smith,of Windsor, Nova Scotis, with a cargo of
molasses and carrying a crew of seven people, struck the south bar of
Hereford Inlet, about a mile southeast from the Hereford Inlet Station,
(Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey. She was bound from Cienfue-
gos, Cuba, to the Delaware Breakwater, for orders, and had mistaken
the Hereford Light for that at Cape Henlopen. Owing to the smoky and
hazy condition of the atmosphere she was not discovered by the beach-
patrol until daylight. The life-saving crew were mustered and pro-
ceeded to the scene of the disaster. While on their way the wagon
ran over a log, dislodging the surf-boat from its bed, and staving a
small hole in it. The work of repair caused a delay of some twenty
minutes, when the crew again pushed forward with quickened steps.
The vessel was boarded at halt-past 6 o’clock and found full of water.
Part of the crew, with their baggage, were taken on shore, when the
statior men retured to the wreek and furled the sails; the rest of the
crew were then safely landed. Two of the surfimen conducted the cap-
tain to Cape May Court-House, where he telegraphed for assistance and
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contracted with the Mayville Wrecking Company to strip the vessel
and save the cargo. She soon broke up, however, and only a portion
of the latter was recovered. The brig’s crew were sheltered and cared
for at the station for about threc days.

March 15.—The sloop Jokn M. Price, of Chincoteague, Virginia, with
a crew of four men, while entering Tom’s Inlet, coast of Virginia, on her
way from Hog Island to Tom’s Cove with a cargo of oysters, grounded
on the bar about half a mile southeast of the Assateague Beach Station,
(Fifth District,) at about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. The life-saving
crew wero quickly on hand with their surf-hoat. They ran her anchor
out into deep water, then crowded on all sail, and after heaving for
some time on the windlass succeeded, when the tide rose, in getting the
vessel afloat. She was at once piloted up into the creek and anchored.
There is no doubt that but for the prompt action of Keeper Tracy and
his men the vessel would soon have bilged and become a wreck. As it
was, she was leaking when they got her off. The captain, who owned
a share in her, was very grateful for their aid.

March 15.—On this date the crew of the Little Kinnakeet Station.
(Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, were called upon toaid in launch-
ing the small schooner Ezxcellent, of Hatteras, North Carolina, which
had been driven ashore from her anchorage in Pamlico Sound, about
four miles north of the station,some two months previous, (January 9th,)
during a farious westerly gale. The station men blocked her up and
built thenecessary launching-ways andmoved her a distance of seventy-
five yards, to where she would float at high water later in the day.
They were at work about seven hours. The owner was very thankfal
for their assistance.

March 16.—The 8 o’clock (night) patrol of the Quogue Station, (Third
District,) coast of Long Island, New York, warned off by Coston signal
a vessel which was in danger of running ashore.

March 18.—At about 9 o'clock in the morning a row-boat containing
three men was seen several miles distant off the New Shorehain Station,
(Third District,) Block Island, making for the land. Apprehending that
something was amiss, the surfmen pulled out to meet the party and found
that they belonged to the smack Nettie M. Foote, of New London, Con-
necticut, one of the number being the master, who had suddenly been
taken with a hemorrhage of the lungs and needed medical aid. The
life-saving men, without delay, proceeded with the sick man to a phy-
sician’s, and then hastened off to the assistance of the smack, which was
left in charge of the remaining members of the crew. Later in the day
the station men brought her safely into the harbor.

March 20.—The south patrol of the Cape Henlopen Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Delaware, shortly before midnight warned off by Cos-
%on signal a schooner which was approaching dangerously close to the

each.

March 21.—On the preceding day, during a hard rain-storm and gale
of wind from the eastward, the coal-laden schooner J. H. Eells, of Cam-
den, Maine, on her way to Rockland, in that State, from New York,
sought refuge in Winter IHarbor, and anchored a mile to the northward
of the Fletcher’s Neck Station, (First District,) coast of Maine. The
gale increased in violence, and in the afternoon of this date there was
such a high sea rununing that it was impossible to launch a boat
from the beach. The vessel rode heavily at her anchor, and was in
a dangerous and unsheltered position. The life-saving crew fearing
some accident, and that she might be driven ashore, had their surf-boat
drawn across the Neck to the inside shore, where they launched it and
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went off and boarded the vessel. They took the captain and three men,
who were glad to be relieved of their uncomfortable situation, back to
the station and provided them with a warm supper, lodging for the
night and breakfast the next morning. The wind and sea having mod-
erated in the meantime, the surfmen put the crew on the schooner and
helped them to pump her out and heave up the anchor.

March 21.—Shortly after dark the patrol of the Fourth Cliff Station,
(Second District), coast of Massachusetts, on <aty to the southward,
saw a vessel running too near the shore and fired his Coston light.
The signal being observed she immediately changed her course and
stood clear.

March 21.—At about 1 o'clock in the afternoon the British steamer
Dorian, of Glasgow, Scotland, bound from New York to Glasgow,
grounded during a fog on a shoal off the point of Sandy Hook, coast of
New Jersey. The crew of the Sandy Hoolk Station, (IFourth District,)
a mile and a half distant, immediately boarded her, and, at the request
of the captain, carried a telegram on shore, directed to the agents of
the vessel, asking for a tug. A few hours atterwards the steamer re-
ceived the aid sent for and was pulled off the spit.

March 21.—At about 1 o’clock in the afternoon, in a light wind, the
schooner Louisa . Robinson, of Tuckerton, New Jersey, bound to Hog
Island, Virginia, while on her way out of Barnegat Inlet, was struck by
a heavy sea and driven on the shoals about one mile east-northeast of
the Barnegat Station, (IFourth District,) coast of New Jersey. In thirty
minutes time the crew of the station were alongside of her in their
surf-boat. The vessel was laboring heavily, and her crew of four
men were much alarmed, having just set signals of distress in the
rigging. The surfmen went on board, and by skillful management in
utilizing the sails succeeded in working her off on the flood-tide. The
fog, in the meantime, having shut down thick, the keeper piloted the
schooner to a safe anchorage in the harbor, where, after repairing her
steering-gear, which had received some damage, she was enabled to
continue her voyage. While the station men were engaged on the Rob-
inson another schoorfer was seen togo ashore about three hundred yards
farther to the southward. They immediately started out in quest of
her, with the aid of the crew from the Forked River Station, which had
arrived on the scene, but owing to the continued density of the fog
and to the fact that she had shifted her position about half a mile, all
efforts to find the craft proved fruitless. The search, however, was not
given up until darkness setin, when the crews retarned to their stations.
At about 2 o’clock the next morning (22d,) the north patrol of the Bar-
negat Station reported the schooner on the shoals making signals. The
life-savers at once went to her assistance and found herin a very leaky
condition, with the crew almost worn out by constant exertion at the
pumps. The station men relieved them of their task and in afew hours
had freed the vessel of water,and on the ensninghigh-tide, at 9 o’clock,
they succeeded in getting her clear ; sail was made and she was taken
into the harbor and run up on the beach, where the leak was effectually
stopped by the surfmen and the vessel was put in condition to take
advantage of the tirst fair wind for her port of destination. She was
the Farmer, of New York, bound from Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey,
to New York, with a cargo of clams and a crew of two persons. The
prompt operations of the life-saving crews in connection with the fore-
going events are deserving of special praise.

March21.—At 90’clock in the morning, during the prevalenceof afresh
southwest breeze, with hazy weather, the crew of the Cape Fear Station,
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(Sixth District,)coast of North Carolina, discovered a steamer ashore on
Frying Pan Shoals, far out from the land, aboutseven miles tothe south-
ward aud eastward of the station. They quickly set out in the surf-boat
and after along and fatigning pull, the sea being very rough, reached the
steamerat1o’clockintheafternoon. She wasa British vessel, the Enchan-
tress, of Sunderland, England, laden with coal, shooks, and empty hogs-
heads, from Baltimore, Maryland, for Havana,Cuba, and she had acrew
of twenty-three men. She had stranded the night previous (20th,) at 8
o’clock, the smoky condition of the atmosphere preventing her from
being seen until the time stated. The vessel was still tight, the captain
reporting that the only damage she had -sustained so far was the loss of
the rudder, which had been wrenched off by the sea. 1t was therefore
decided to throw cargo overboard to lighten her, and all hands set to
work. This was kept up until dark, when the discovery was made that
she had bilged and was fast filling with water. Work was therefore
suspended. DBy that time the sea had grown much rougher than when
they went off, and as he could not with any degree of safety take all
hands ashore.at one trip, the keeper resolved to remain by the vessel
all night. The next morning twelve of the crew, including the mate, who
was to telegraph to Norfolk for the assistance of wreckers, were taken to
Smithville, the surf-boat going in in tow of the steam-tug Blanche, which
had come out at daylight, but could do nothing for the stranded vessel
on account of the sea. Before leaving, the keeper and the captain agreed
upon a signal for the latter to make in case thesituation became alarming.
As the day was far spent when the boat came out of the river again the
men pulled ashore to the station, which is at the outer end of Smith’s
Island, and remained there for the night, keeping a sharp watch for any
signals from the steamer. No signal was made, however, until the follow-
ing morning, (23d,) when the station crew again went out. As the wind
bad shifted in the meanwhile and was then blowing hard from the north-
west, or off shore, the keeper, before starting for the shoals, took the
precaution to dispatch one of his men in to Smithville for atug to come out
and tow him back, knowing it would be almost an impossibility to pall
back against the gale. The life-savers reached the steamer all right
and the people were soon ready to leave, but there was no sign of a tug
all day, the captains of the several tugs deeming it unsafe to go out in
such a sea as was then running. Fortunately the revenue-steamer
Colfax arrived in port that evening,and as soon as her commander was
informed of the facts by the messenger from the staticn he steamed ount
to the stranded vessel. Owing, however, to the great distance and the
darkness of the night, the Colfax did not reach the scene until nearly
midnight. By that time the sea had gone down considerably, and the
remainder of the steamer’s crew, eleven in number, together with the
baggage, were transferred in the surt-boat to the cutter. The latter
remained at anchor until daylight, (24th.) when she lowered her boats
and assisted the station crew in recovering all the valuables possible:
after which the party was taken to Smithville. The life-savers accom-
panied the cutter, and on account of the wind again freshening did not
get back to their station until early the next next morning (25th). The
steamer was subsequently (April 10th) floated off the shoal and taken
to port for repairs by the Baker Salvage Company of Norfolk, Virginia.

Mareh 22.—On this date the captain and two of the crew ot the fishing
schooner A. M. Burnham, of Gloucester, were sheltered over night at
the Gurnet Station, (Secoud District,) coast of Massachusetts. At about
noon one of the surtmen, seeing the party in a dory, directed them toa
safe landing. It appeared that they had anchaored the preceding day
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during a thick fog, which had steadily continued, and it was finally de-
cided to put off in their boat and make efforts to ascertain the vessel’s
position. On obtaining the sought-for information from the life-saving
crew they embarked and rowed back for the schooner, but after pulling
about until 9 o’clock at night, were unable to find her. They then pro-
ceeded down the shore in search of a place where they could safely land
through the surf and happened to again arrive off the Gurnet. The
men, fatigued and wet, were at once conducted to the station, where
they received - dry clothing and food. The following afternoon (their
craft meantime not having putin an appearance,) the fishermen left on
toot for Webster, distant some nine miles, to take passage on the cars
for Boston, leaving their dory temporarily in charge of the keeper. A
week later the schooner came to off the station, and the boat was taken
on board. :

March 22.—At 2 o’clock in the afternoon the brig Emily 1. Sheldon,
of New York, stranded near the eastern end of Peaked Hill Bar, aboat
a mile and a quarter northwest of the High Head Station, (Second Dis-
trict,) coast of Massachusetts. It was clear at the time, with the wind
fresh from the westward. It appears that soon after making Cape Cod,
having been cruising outside for several days in thick weather, the
rudder became unmanageable, and almost immediately afterwards the
vessel struck bottom. The life-saving crew made a successful launch
through the heavy surf and soon were alongside of her. They staid
by the craft until nearly 6 o’clock, when the increasing wind and sea
made it advisable to land the crew of eight people and their effects.
Before doing this, however, they got the anchor off the bow and paid
out about thirty fathoms of chain. Near midnight, at high water, the
vessel dragged well up on the beach and remained there until she went
to pieces. She was on her way to Annapolis, Maryland, with a load of
ice from Booth Bay, Maine. The sailors were sheltered and cared for
at the station until noon of the 24th.

March 22.—The south patrol of the Watchapreague Station, (Fifth
District,) Virginia, seeing a vessel standing into danger during the mid-
night watch, flashed a Coston light. The vessel tacked and stood off.

March 22.—The south patrol of the Hog Island Station, (IFifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, seeing a steamer in danger of running on to the
bar, ignited his Coston signal, when she immediately changed her course
and went clear. Had it not been for the timely warning, in a few min-
utes she would have fetched up on the shoals.

March 23.—Near 1 o’clock on a clear, moonlight night, as the patrol
of the Ocean City Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Maryland, was on
his way southward along the beach, he discovered a stranded three-
masted schooner about two hundred and fifty yards from the shore and
three miles south-southwest of the station. He immediately burned his
red Coston light to notify those on board that their condition was known,
but received no response. lle then hastened back to the station, mak-
ing an unsuccessful effort on the way to procure a yokeof oxen todraw
the apparatus-cart. Although the wind was blowing from the westward,
the sea was still breaking on the outer bar, and it was decmed best to
attempt a rescue with the beach-apparatus. Meantime the north patrol
had been called in by signal. Shortly past 3 o’clock the men made a
start, dragging the gear through the soft, yielding sand, but after pro-
ceeding a short distance, they were met by a man with a wagon and
three oxen, who had previously been summoned by the patrolman.
The mortar-cart was at once hitched on, and the life-savers got abreast
of the wreck at twenty minutes before 5. The tide was then rising and
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the schooner forging ahead on the shoal. Three efforts to establish
communication by means of the wreck-gun failed, as the line parted
at each shot. Finally a fresh line was obtained from the station, and
at half-past 6 it was fired well over the craft, falling on the foretop-
mast stay, whence it slipped to the jib-boom, where it was easily accessi-
ble. As soon as the gear was set up the mate was brought off in the
breeches-buoy. The sailors fastened the hawser so low down on the
mast that the buoy could not lie kept clear of the surf while being oper-
ated, and, as the sea had moderated considerably, the captain made a
request to be landed in the ship’s boat. Accordingly the hawser was
made fast to the stern of the boat, and by slacking away a bow line,
which was secured to the vessel, the entire crew were hauled safely
ashore by the station men. 7The schooner proved to be the Lizzie Detwey,
of Lubez, Maine, bound from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Key West,
Florida, loaded with coal, and having a crew of eight men all told. The
latter were sheltered and cared for at the station during the day and
over night. It was ascertained that the vessel had grounded on Fen-
wick’s Island Shoal the preceding day, which caused her to leak badly
after getting afloat, and, as a last recourse, was run on the beach to pre-
vent her sinkingin deep water. The night following (24th,) a tug pulled
her off and she was towed to ’hiladelphia for repairs.

March 23.—The north patrol of Watchapreague Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) Virginia, warned a vessel {from her dangerous course during the
night by burning a Coston signal. Her course was changed and she
went clear.

March 23.—One of the crew of the Parramore’s Beach Station, (FFifth
District,) coast of Virginia, while on his way in a boat to the station
from the main-land, rescued a man named Davis, whom he found cling-
ing to the bottom of a small sail-boat which had capsized in the bay.
The man was conveyed to the Accomack Ciub-House, the nearest place
of shelter, where he remained until able to return home the next day.
But for the aid of Surfman Bloxsom the man must have perished, as
there was no other aid at hand, and the weather was bitter cold, with a
furious gale from the northwest.

March 23.—The crew of the Parramore’s Beach Station, (Fifth Dis-
trict,) coast of Virginia, atforded shelter and sustenance to a man be-
longing on the main-land, who was weather-bound on the beach and
unable to return home on account of the gale which prevailed all day.
He remained until the following day.

March 23.—Shortly before midnight, during the prevalence of a heavy
northwesterly gale, the south patrol of the Parramore’s Beach Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, observed a steamer close in under
the land and in danger of striking the bar. 1le at once flashed a Coston
signal to warn her, when she quickly sheered off and came to anchor,
remaining so until after daylight.

March 23.—At 11 o’clock at night the patrolman of the Ocracoke Sta-
tion, (Sixth District,) coast of North Carolina, discovered a schooner
running too near the beach, and fired his red Coston light. The signal
being observed, she at once kept oft and stood out of danger.

March 24.—At 5 o'clock in the morning six sailors Lelonging to the
foundered schooner D. and J. Lee, of Somers Point, New Jersey, made
their way to the Nausett Station, (Second District,) coast of Massachu-
setts, suffering from hunger and exhaustion, and drenched to the skin.
A warm breakfast was immediately prepared for them, and they were
furnished with a dry shift of clothing from the supplies donated by the
Women’s National Relief Association. They were also provided with
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comnfortable beds. In the afternoon four of the number were conveyed
to Eastham, where they took their departure for Boston, free transpor-
tation being secured on the Old Colony Railroad. The captain and
mate remained at the station until the following morning. Their vessel
had been in collision the night before with the three-masted schooner
Frank Pratt Lee, about six miles outside of Cape Cod. Every effort was
made to save the craft, but without avail,and the crew were finally
obliged to abandon herin a sinking condition. After a five hours’ pull
they landed on the beach. The north patrol found their empty boat,
and traced the party by their footprints in the sand to the building oc-
cupied by the employés of the French Cable Company, where he learned
that the castaways had already been directed to the station. The
schooner, at the time of the accident, was proceeding from Elizabeth-
port, New Jersey, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a cargo of coal. It
was thought at first that the ship’s cook, who was missing, had lost his
life, but it afterwards turned out that he jumped aboard the other ves-
sel when the two came in contact. The clothing given to the wrecked
people was subsequently returned to the keeper in good order. At the
request of the master, the life-saving crew took their yawl-boat in
charge awaiting the action of the owners.

March 24.—At daylight a large three-masted schooner was seen an-
chored off shore, several miles east-northeast of the Monomoy Station,
(Second District,) coast of Massachusetts, with her jib-boom and fore-
topmast carried away and the wreckage hanging from the bow. The
life-saving crew at once pulled alongside and ascertained that she was
the Frank Pratt Lee, of Philadelpbia, Pennsylvania, which collided
the previous night with the schooner D. and J. Lee, (see foregoing ac-
count under this date). After waiting in the vicinity of the accident
for two hours without result, she ran down and came to under the lee of
the beach. The surfmen assisted the sailors in clearing up the gear
and putting things to rights, for which service the latter were very
grateful. They then left the craft, bearing ashore dispatches and letters
from the captain. The vessel continued her voyage to Boston, Massa-
chusetts, with the cargo of coal she had taken in at Elizabethport, New
Jersey. She had a crew of nine men and also the cook of the D. and J.
Lee, who had jumped aboard at the time of the collision.

March 24.—The schooner A. F. Kindberg, of New York, bound from
that port to Richmond, Virginia, with a cargo of phosphate, and a crew
of six men, was discovered by the patrol of the Watchapreague station,
(I'ifth District,) Virginia, a little after midnight, stranded on the north
point of Dawson Shoal, about two miles east-southeast of the station.
The tide was ebbing and the wind was blowing alinost a gale from the
northwest. As soon as he was informed, the keeper of the station mus-
tered his crew and hauled the surf-boat to the shore. The boat had not
gone far when a leak was discovered and they were compelled to put
back and make necessary repairs. Launching again, the stranded
schooner was finally reached after a severe struggle. The fierceness of
the gale prevented any immediate attempt being made to get the vessel
off, and the keeper remained on board with his crew until noon, when
the gale abating, they assisted in throwing a part of the cargo overboar(i
and in running an anchor, with which to heave off at high water. In
the meantime the crew of the Parramore’s Beach Station arrived, and
as soon as the tide had reached half-flood the united crews began heav-
ing on the anchor. Fortunately,the wind had hauled to the southwest,
which was in their favor. Sail was therefore made, and after several
hours of hard work the vessel was got off and proceeded. The life-sav-
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ing crew reached their station at half-past eleven o’clock, wearied with
three and twenty hours’ most arduous labor.

March 24.—One of the crew of the Parramore’s Beach Station, (Fifth
District,). coast of' Virginia, warned off by Coston signal, just before
midnight, a schooner which was in danger of running ashore.

March 24.—A Coston signal was burned an hour before midnight by
the patrol of the Cobl’s Island Station, (Fifth District,) coast ot Vir-
ginia, to wurn s vessel which was then heading toward the shoals. The
. vessel immediately went about and stood off. -

March 25.—The evening patrol of the Bond’s Station, (Fourth Dis-
trict,) coast of New Jersey, found the body of a drowned man on the
beach, supposed to be one of the sailors lost from the Austrian bark
Kraljevica, which was wrecked on Barnegat Shoals February 11th.
The remains were properly cared for until the coroner from Tuckerton
arrived and took charge of them. For the particulars of the wreck see
yage 39.

! March 25.—At half-past 10 in the forenoon the crew of the False Cape
Station, (Sixth District,) coast of Virginia, observing an inward bound
British stcamer running dangerously near the shore, they hoisted the
International Code signal J. 8., (‘‘ Stand off; get an ofting,”) when she at
once changed her course and escaped disaster.

March 27.—At about 9 o'clock in the morning, while the British
schooner Maud W., of Chatham, New Brunswick, bound from Saint
John, in that Province, to Boston, Massachusetts, was beating out of
Seal Harbor, in a light southwesterly breeze, she struck on Allen’s
Ledge, off Racklift Island, three quarters of a mile northwestward of
the White Head Station, (IFirst District,) coast of Maine. She was
loaded with laths and had a crew of four men. The accident was seen
by the lookout of the station and the life saving crew at once launched
their boat and boarded her. The vessel was found to be fast on the
rocks and could not be got off until the flood tide. The surfmen went
to work and listed her to starboard so that she would lie in an easier
position and not be exposed to an undue strain. When the tide flowed
sufficiently she was backed, under sail, clear of the ledges and anchored
in o safe berth. The station men then returned to their quarters after
diligently working on the schooner for nearly five hours.

March 27.—At a quarter-past 2 o’clock in the morning the eastern
patrol of the Surfside Station, (Second District,) Nantucket Island,
coast of Massachusetts, warned off, by means of a Coston signal, a
steamer that was running into danger.

March 27.—The crew of the Cape Hatteras Station, (Sixth District{
coast of North Carolina, were called upon to assistin lannching a smni
schooner from the inner shore, (Pamlico Sound,) where she had been
bauled up for repairs. They were engaged in the work several hours.

March 28.—Soon after calling the watch at midnight, the patrol of
the Spring Lake Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, dis-
cerned through the darkness the flickering light of a vessel that was
found, ou examination, to have gone ashore about two hundred yards
from the beach, one mile south of the station. She proved to be the
British ship Tsernogora, of over twelve hundred tons burden, hailing
from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, bound from Havre, France, to New York,
with a cargo of empty naphtha-barrels and carrying a crew of nineteen
people. A northeast storm prevailed at the time, the weather was thick
and nasty,and a high sea was running. The vessel overran her reckon-
ing and struck hard and fast. As soon as she was discovered the sta-
tion crew were quickly summoned and a message immediately sent by
telephone to the keeper of the adjacent station at Squan Beach for as-

.
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sistanee. The patrol in the meautime had gone, with all possible haste,
to the vicinity of the wreck, and tlashed a Oeston signal to notify those
on board that their trying situation was known. The beach-apparatus
was got out and manned, and in thirty-five winutes from the first inti-
mation of the accident the gun was fired as & warning to the wrecked
crew. The men at work were now joined by the crew from Squan
Beach. After five ineffectual attempts to shoot a line across the
stranded ship, owing to the extreme difficulty of finding the shot-line
in the intense darkness, and also from the jact that at the third fire the
line parted by chafing across the vessel, the sixth trial proved success-
ful, and the whip, after some delay, was hauled on board, and the haw-
ser made fast to the craft, and set up taut on shore at about 5 o’clock
in the morning. During the progress of these efforts a fire was started
on the beach for the purpose of giving light, as the shot-line had to be
faked several times on the sand. Two men had already been dispatched
for a boat and a team of horses. At about half-past 5 o’clock the ship’s
carpenter was landed in the breeches-buoy, getting considerably wet,
the water being up to his waist, on account ot the hawser baving been
secured 8o low down on the mast by the ship’s erew as to necessitate
the dragging of the buoy through the surf. The superintendent of
the district arrived ou the scene just at this time, and after consulting
with the keepers it was decided to send o message to the captain, by
means of the buoy, instructing him to move the hawser and whip to the
mizzen-mast or around the top, as the surf was rapidly rising. Although
receiving a favorable reply, this was not immediately donc; therefore
another message was sent by the superintendent, requesting the captain
to signal if he desired to land by boat. To this the officer answered in
the affirmative, although he was anxioustoremain by his charge, await-
ing the arrival of a tug, until he was informed that the latter could do
him no good whatever. Accordingly a boat was launched, with the aid
of the Squan Beach crew, and on the first trip made ten of the ship’s
sailors were safely landed; on the second trip the captain and seven
more men were brought ashore. The sails of the vessel were still
set and trimmed aback. As theré was no probability of her being
pulled afloat it was deemed advisable to send the crew on board to
furl the canvas; this labor involved two extra tours in the boat. At
about 9 o’clock the life-saving crews returned to their stations much ex-
hausted, having been unceasingly at work for more than eight hours
without having had anything to eat since the previous day. Between
12 and 1 o’clock in the afternoon both crews were again at their post of
duty. After some further hindrance, occasioned by the indecision of
the captain about leaving his vessel, but which was of short duration
for the reason of the continued threatening aspect of the weather, the
entire company of eighteen persons (not including one who had pre-
viously been rescued) were, for the second time, safely landed on shore,
a feat which was accomplished with no little risk, involving two trips
with the surf-boat. . The ship’s chronometer was also brought off. The
beach-apparatus was drawn to the station by a team of horses obtained
from Mr. Stephen White, who rendered valuable help during the day.
On the 30th the life-saving crew landed the personal effects of the cast-
aways. The vessel broke up and became almost a total loss, the wzeck
subsequently selling for only five hundred dollars. More than half of
her cargo was recovered. The captain, first mate, and carpenter were
peritted to live at the station at their own expense for several dq,ys
while the wreckers were saving the cargo. Great praise is due the life-
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saving crews of Loth the Spring Lake and Squan Beach Stations for
their sturdy and toilsome work on this occasion.

March 28.—Shortly before midnight one of the crew of the Peck’s
Beach Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey, while on patrol,
burned a Coston signal and warned off a steamer that was standing
into danger.

March 28.—The pairolman of the Townsend’s Inlet Station, (Fourth
District,) coast of New Jersey, by means of a Coston light warned a
vessel that was standing too close inshore of her danger. She heeded
the signal and at once haunled off.

March 28.—Shortly before midnight, as the south patrol of the North
Beach Station, (IFifth District,) coast of Maryland, was returning over
his beat to the station, he observed a schooner very near the beach and
warned her off by flashing a red Costoun light, the vessel upon seeing
it instantly changing her course.

March 28.—Shortly before 8 o’clock at night the north patrol of the
Assateague Beach Station, (Fifth District,) coast of Virginia, warned
off, by flashing a red Coston signal, a bark which was in danger of strand-
ing upon Ship Shoal, one of the numerous outlying shoals off Assa-
teague Beach.

March 29.—At about sunset on this date the crew of the Bay Head
Station, (Fourth District), coast of New Jersey, picked up a fourteen-
foot boat which had drifted on the beach not far from the station.
The fact was duly advertised in the New York Herald, and in a few days
the owner was found, who requested the men to dispose of his property.
This was accordingly done by the district superintendent and the money
realized by the salo properly forwarded. The station crew also recov-
cred three hundred and fifty feet of spruce lamber that had washed
ashore,.

March 29.—The ship Tonawanda,of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, bound
from London to Philadelphia, with a cargo of chalk and empty kerosene-
barrels, and a crew of nineteen men, went ashore at 1 o’clock in the after-
noon, on the bar, three and a half miles south of the Ocean City Station,
(Fifth District,) coast of Maryland. It was then high water, and the
surf was roug